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® The 1,725 most frequently used characters in
both Simplified and Traditional forms

® All 2,633 characters and 5,000+ compounds
required for the HSK Exam

® Mnemonics to help with memorization

® Standard Hanyu Pinyin romanizations



The Chart of Modern Radicals

The Chart of Modern Radicals gives the system of modern radicals used in the dictionary
BT GE H, The Chinese-English Dictionary, discussed in the Student’s Guide. The chart
gives the number of each radical, its form or forms, and a reference to its treatment in
Reading and Writing Chinese. Numbers in Roman type refer to radicals included in the
first character group of basic characters. Page numbers in italics refer to radicals in the
second character group (pp. 215-273); @ means “left column,” b means “right column”
on the actual pages. “Cp.” means “Compare” to the relevant character on the page
number given. “(--)” means the character in parentheses does not have or is not ascribed
a (different) meaning.
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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION

William McNaughton’s knowledgeable, academically sound, yet extremely interesting
Reading and Writing Chinese continues to be a resource that learners rely on.

Since the previous editions of Reading and Writing Chinese, and since McNaughton’s own
diligent updates and revisions to the book, the modern Chinese language has continued to
change alongside China’s development. This new, revised, and expanded Third Edition keeps
the book clearly reflecting the most recent understandings and uses of Chinese, in order to
best help Chinese language learners with their studies.

These are the main items that have been comprehensively adjusted in the Third Edition:

1. A substantial portion of the etymology information has been updated to accord with
modern scholarship.

2. Mnemonics have been revised to aid the remembrance of characters. In some potentially
confusing cases, the marker [MN] is added to distinguish mnemonic from etymology.

3. The word (compound) examples given in the book have been updated and added to as
well, for the purpose of more accurately reflecting the recent changes of the Chinese
language and society.

4. The new HSK exam level code for each character has been added where applicable (from
Level 1 through Level 6). The HSK or Hanyti Shuiping K#oshi is China’s standardized
exam of language proficiency for non-native speakers. It is administered around the world
by the China National Office for Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language (Hanban).

About the New HSK Test

Because the HSK is a national standardized exam, it is useful to look at Hanban’s own
description of its new format to understand the exam’s structure, and thus the level codes
we use in this book.*

The new HSK test was introduced in March 2010. It was designed to better serve Chinese
Language learners. The test is the result of coordinated efforts by experts from different
disciplines including Chinese language teaching, linguistics, psychology and educational
measurement. The new exam combines the advantages of the original HSK while taking into
consideration recent trends in Chinese language training by conducting surveys and making
use of the latest findings in international language testing.

*The following text is from Hanban.org (Confucius Institute Headquarters), 2012.
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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION

The new HSK consists of a writing test and a speaking test, which are independent of

each other. There are six levels of writing tests, namely the HSK (level I), HSK (level II),
HSK (level III), HSK (level IV), HSK (level V), and HSK (level VI). There are three levels
of speaking tests, namely the HSK (beginner level), HSK (intermediate level), and HSK
(advanced level).

Writing Test Speaking Test

HSK (Level VI)

HSK (Advanced Level)
HSK (Level V)
HSK (Level IV) )

HSK (Intermediate Level)
HSK (Level III)
HSK (Level II) .

HSK (Beginner Level)
HSK (Level I)

Test takers who are able to pass the HSK (Level I) can understand and use very simple
Chinese phrases, meet basic needs for communication and possess the ability to further
their Chinese language studies.

Test takers who are able to pass the HSK (Level II) have an excellent grasp of basic
Chinese and can communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple and direct
exchange of information on familiar and routine matters.

Test takers who are able to pass the HSK (Level III) can communicate in Chinese at
a basic level in their daily, academic and professional lives. They can manage most
communication in Chinese when travelling in China.

Test takers who are able to pass the HSK (Level IV) can converse in Chinese on a wide
range of topics and are able to communicate fluently with native Chinese speakers.
Test takers who are able to pass the HSK (Level V) can read Chinese newspapers and
magazines, enjoy Chinese films and plays, and give a full-length speech in Chinese.
Test takers who are able to pass the HSK (Level VI) can easily comprehend written and
spoken information in Chinese and can effectively express themselves in Chinese, both
orally and on paper.

The new HSK exam level codes in this revision are based on HSK writing tests (6 levels).

The earlier HSK exam formats and sources/lists remain useful to today’s learner in terms

of being useful sources to draw on for making choices about Chinese character learning

sequence or priority. Thus, the earlier coding systems (see details and explanations in the

Preface, pages viii—x) also remain in this new edition.

vii



PREFACE

This new edition of Reading and Writing Chinese uses the modern “simplified forms”
which resulted from “script reform” after the Revolution of 1949. (The traditional forms,
however, receive collateral presentation as variations of the modern simplified forms. The
modern simplified forms are standard in the People’s Republic of China and in Singapore;
the traditional forms are standard in Taiwan and Hong Kong.)

In the last 50 years, three developments in modern China have made it much easier for
one to learn to read and write the Chinese language with a reasonable fluency:

* the simplification of the Chinese writing system in the early 1950s;

 the publication of a list of the 2,000 most useful characters to learn first, for adult education,
also in the early 1950s; and

* theestablishment of a “standard vocabulary of the Chinese language and graded outline of

Chinese characters,” with a related TOEFL-like test for proficiency in Chinese (Zhongguo

Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi or HSK).

This edition exploits all three of these developments, with the aim of enabling the foreign
student of Chinese to acquire, quickly and painlessly (perhaps even pleasurably), a large
vocabulary of Chinese written characters and of character combinations.

Using Reading and Writing Chinese with a good Chinese language teacher or in classes
for spoken Chinese and written Chinese with a focus on Chinese culture or on other inter-
ests (business, politics, history, literature, etc.), it is now possible for the average student to
achieve this large vocabulary in a period of time that would not have been possible before
the Chinese government’s massive efforts at adult education and (more recently) at educa-
tion of foreign students in Chinese. (Refer to pages ix—x for a discussion of Hanyu Shuiping
Cihui Yu Hanzi Dengji Dagang [HSCHDD; Standard Vocabulary of the Chinese Language
and Graded Outline of Chinese Characters].)

In the preparation of this new edition of Reading and Writing Chinese, the same pedagogical
method has been used to present the material as was used in earlier editions.

1. The student studies the most useful characters (as determined, for this new edition, by
Hanyu Shuiping Cihui Yu Hanzi Dengji Dagang [HSCHDDY]).

2. The characters are presented in the order in which they are likely to be most useful; the
most frequently seen characters appear before the less frequently seen ones.

3. Inlearning the characters, the student will also learn the elements of the writing system —
the 226 radicals, and the “phonetics” (sound components) which he/she will find most
useful in the study of the HSCHDD lists.
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PREFACE

4. Each entry for a character is given in units of information based on developments in
“programmed instruction,” and these units have been arranged in order of growing difficulty.

5. Help is given to students in mastering the problem of “look-alike” characters: through
juxtaposition and cross-reference, the author has tried to clarify the main causes of the
problem, look-alike radicals and look-alike characters.

The new edition’s content and organization are based on the analysis and vocabulary
presented in HSCHDD (Beijing: Beijing Yuyanxue Chubanshe, 1995 [1992]). The earlier
editions of Reading and Writing Chinese depended heavily on work done at Yale to prepare
teaching materials and were based largely on George A. Kennedy, ed., Minimum Vocabularies
of Written Chinese (New Haven: Far Eastern Publications, 1954), which, in turn, makes use of
the 2,000-character list prepared in China in the early 1950s to facilitate adult education.

Hanyu Shuiping Cihui Yu Hanzi Dengji Dagang is tied to the Zhongguo Hanyu Shuiping
Kaoshi, or Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK). HSK aims to measure the level of proficiency
in Chinese attained by those, especially foreigners and overseas Chinese, who do not have
a native speaker’s background and education. An HSK certificate can indicate the holder’s
preparedness to study at a Chinese university or his/her level of Chinese proficiency to po-
tential employers. It is, in other words, the contemporary Chinese equivalent of the TOEFL
test in English. The graded organization in the printed HSCHDD copy, based on statistical
studies and experts’ judgment about the most useful vocabulary items for non-native-speaker
students to learn at each stage of their studies, is of great value and is of greater contemporary
relevance than is Minimum Vocabularies of Written Chinese.

Hanyu Shuiping Cihui Yu Hanzi Dengji Dagang is focused more on “words” (ci 1) than
on zi (%, single characters), although all of the characters (zi) needed to write the words of
the basic vocabulary of words (i) are included in graded lists (at the back of HSCHDD). The
lists of “ci” include all of their component zi (single characters) which may, by themselves,
stand for a word of the language. The ci are mostly two-character expressions, but there may
be some items comprising three or even four characters (zi).

The study plan implied by HSCHDD is as follows:

In years one and two of study, it is contemplated that a vocabulary of 5,253 words (ci),
including the 2,205 zi needed to write those 5,253 words, will be learned. This vocabulary
is broken down into three lists:

e List A: 1,033 ci (“most frequently used words”, needing 800 zi),
e List B: 2,018 ci (“frequently used words”, needing 804 additional zi), and
e List C: 2,202 ci (“words the frequency of use of which is next below words in category

B”, needing 590 additional zi plus 11 zi in a “supplement”).

Note that a large number of the 5,253 vocabulary items (ci) are identical to items in the list
of 2,205 zi. For example, the first list (of 1,033 ci) is comprised of 459 single-character items
and of 574 items of two- or more characters—i.e., 44% zi and 56% ci.

ix



PREFACE

In years 3 and 4 of study of HSCHDD, it is contemplated that a vocabulary of 3,569 words,
including the 700 additional zi needed to write those words, will be learned —*“1,500 vocabulary
items in each of the last two years of study,” according to the “prefatory article” (daixu). The
words in this list D are characterized as “other words in common use.”

This new Tuttle guide to the Chinese writing system presents all of the characters (zi) in
the A, B, and C lists, introducing students to the 2,205 single characters (zi) needed to write
the 5,253 (ci) words. In addition, as many of the words (ci) as is possible are introduced as
sub-items within the frames of each character (zi), modified by the principle of not introducing
a character in a sub-item until it has been introduced as a main item. The new edition also—
which HSCHDD does not—introduces students to “elements of the writing system” (e.g.,
“radicals” (bushoéu) and productive phonetics). This will make it easier for foreign students
to use Reading and Writing Chinese, in their progress toward acquiring a large enough vo-
cabulary to be competent in the Chinese written language.

Also, grouping characters into “phonetic series” (i.e., several characters having the same
phonetic element) gives the following benefits:

* makes it easier for students to learn several characters by connecting them through a
common element (the phonetic);

e helps students to distinguish between look-alike characters; and

* helps students grasp the logic of the writing system.

The organization of characters into phonetic series is one of the features of earlier editions
which has been strengthened in the new version.

For the three HSCHDD lists used to prepare the new Reading and Writing Chinese (RWC),
the relation to earlier editions of Reading and Writing Chinese is as follows:

— List “A,” 800 characters (zi), of which 25 are not in earlier editions of RWC;

— List “B,” 804 characters, of which 144 are not in earlier editions of RWC; and

— List “C” (including the 11-character supplement), 601 characters, of which 290 are not
in earlier editions of RWC.

This means that 459 new characters have been added to this new edition. From the
characters included in earlier editions of Reading and Writing Chinese, a few dozen, maybe,
have been deleted as being irrelevant to mastery of the HSCHDD lists. One of the features of
this and previous editions of Reading and Writing Chinese is that ci are regularly introduced
throughout the book—and, in fact, about 25% more ci than zi are introduced (2,500 ci as
against 2,000 zi). This means that it has been fairly easy to adapt the format and method of
Reading and Writing Chinese to present the lists in HSCHDD, including ci.

This new edition preserves, as far as possible, a successful and popular feature of earlier
editions —introducing first the characters which the student would meet early in his/her studies
of other kinds of textbooks in Chinese —readers, conversation books, etc.



PREFACE

Firstly, the editor has used his judgment about the characters foreign students in the 21st
century are most likely to meet early in their studies (the list of such characters is not that
much different from what it was at the time earlier editions were prepared). Secondly, every
character (zi) and every word (ci) have been marked as “A” or “B” or “C” on their first ap-
pearance in the new edition of Reading and Writing Chinese, following the “A” list, the “B”
list, or the “C” list of first-year and second-year study materials in the HSCHDD. That way,
the student can follow his/her preference, using the arrangement of characters into phonetic
series to pick up a larger number of characters fast; or (alternatively) learning at first only the
“A” character with its radicals and phonetic (if any), taking note of related characters, and
moving on, to return later and learn the “B” character(s) in the phonetic series, and finally
coming back later still, to learn the “C” character or characters.

While the editor certainly does not want to discourage ambitious students who would
follow the first method of study, he recommends the alternative method, as follows:

e that students learn at first only the characters on the “A” list, taking note of related
characters;

e return later and learn the characters on the “B” list, and finally

e come back later still and learn the “C” characters.

Using this method, students should learn all of the radicals as they are introduced. The
editor recommends this method because of the pace of learning inherent in it. In a Western
university curriculum, where the student studies several subjects at the same time in a 16-
week semester, the student can learn seven new characters (zi) a night (35 new characters
a week). By the end of the first year of study, he/she should know all of the “A” characters
(up through the tenth character in column “a” of Part II, p. 227) as well as their radicals and
phonetics; and he/she should also know 270 characters of the “B” list and their radicals and
phonetics. By the end of his/her third semester of study, the student should have learned all
of the “A” and “B” characters and their radicals and phonetics.

By the end of his/her second year of study, the student should have learned all of the
characters of the “A,” “B,” and “C” lists—and will have kept pace, as far as the learning of
characters (zi) is concerned, with the study plan implied by HSCHDD.

The study plan implied by HSCHDD, however—at least with reference to the rate at
which the student is expected to learn ci—seems to assume that the student will be study-
ing Chinese in an intensive course—in Beijing, perhaps; as sole, or almost sole, subject of
study; and for more than the 28 to 32 weeks of the usual Western university academic year.
All this means, in the long run, is that the student studying in a Western university may want
to spread out over eight semesters (rather than four) the time and cerebral energy devoted to
the study of Reading and Writing Chinese and use the “space” so created in his study week
to learn all of the ci on the various HSCHDD lists (as well, of course, as the 700 new zi on
List “D” and its supplement).

William McNaughton
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STUDENT’S GUIDE

The Writing System

The Chinese writing system is based on two hundred or so basic elements, referred to as
“radicals” in the Western world (in China as bushéu (¥ &), or “section headings,” with
reference to the way in which they are used to arrange, or to index, dictionaries).

I'say “two hundred or so” because the pre-modern system (prevailing from the early 18th
century to the early 20th century) contained 214 radicals, but post-1949 systems have varied
around that number. For example, the system of Han-Ying Cidian or The Chinese-English
Dictionary (probably the most widely used Chinese-English dictionary in the world) depends
on a system of 226 radicals plus a supplementary category. It is the radical system of this
dictionary which is presented in this revised edition of Reading and Writing Chinese.

Lexicographers use the radicals to organize dictionaries or indexes to dictionaries which
are arranged phonetically. They begin with one-stroke radicals, and end with the radical
or radicals having the largest number of strokes (17 strokes in pre-modern dictionaries, 13
strokes in Han-Ying Cidian plus 11 characters called “leftovers”). The dictionary-makers
take every character which is not a radical, decide which radical in it is logically the most
important, and then classify the character under that radical in the dictionary or index. Under
each radical, the characters are then arranged, from the fewest strokes to the most strokes
(not counting the strokes in the radical).

Every time a new character was created to represent some word of the spoken language,
the character was formed according to one of six principles, giving six different classes
of characters: 1) pictures, 2) symbols, 3) sound-loans, 4) sound-meaning compounds, 5)
meaning-meaning compounds, and 6) reclarified compounds. Hence by extension, we can
say that six—and only six—kinds of characters exist.

If we understand these six principles, we will be able to see why every new character we
study means what it does. Instead of seeming to be a capricious aggregation of strokes, the
character will reflect a logical system for representing words and concepts. And each new
more-complicated character—the compounds —will be a combination of familiar elements.

Let us look at each of the six kinds of Chinese characters.

1. Pictures. Some Chinese characters are pictures of things. The character for “person/human
being” is a simple stick drawing of a human being: A.. The character for “child” or “baby”
is a drawing of an infant with open fontanel: 5i. Sometimes the modern character is a
very stylized picture of what it represents. We then have to look into the history of the
character before we can see the resemblance clearly. The character for “moon” } used
to look like this: D ; the character for “eye” H like this: A7 .

2. Symbols. Some Chinese characters are symbols—some more, some less arbitrary —for
the concept to which they refer. Some examples of symbols are: _ “above,” T “below,”
— “one,” . “two,” — “three.”
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3. Sound-loans. Some Chinese characters stand for a word which is, or once was, pronounced
the same as another word but with a different meaning, like “feet” and “feat” in English. This
type of character, a picture or symbol for one of two homonyms, was borrowed to represent the
companion homonym, too; the context was relied on to make the meaning clear. For example,
the words for “scorpion” and “10,000” were once homonyms. The character & (modern
simplified form, less representational: /7) originally meant “scorpion” but was borrowed for
“10,000” since there was little danger of confusing the two meanings in a context. You
can probably see that it would have been inconvenient to write “10,000” in the same
symbolic notation used to write the numbers “one,

4. Sound-meaning compounds. Sometimes one part of a Chinese character gives a hint

LR

two,” and “three.”

about the meaning, while another part gives a hint about the pronunciation. For example,
the character 3, “to wrap,” is pronounced bao. (The pronunciation of the romanization
and the tone markings used here are explained on pages xxiii—xxiv.) If this character is
combined with the character £ “fish,” the result is a new character, ff] “salted fish,”
pronounced bao. The “fish” component suggests the meaning, and the “wrap” component
(bao) suggests the sound.

5. Meaning-meaning compounds. Sometimes two characters are put together to form a
new character whose meaning derives from some logic in the juxtaposition of the two
component characters. The character ZZ “woman” beside the character 1~ “child” forms
¥, a character that means “to love” or “to be lovable, to be likable, to be good.” Although
the logic in such a juxtaposition is usually not obvious enough to allow you to figure
out the meaning of a new character, it is usually a great help when trying to remember a
character which you have seen only once.

6. Reclarified compounds. At various times in the history of the written language, a scribe had
wanted to better “control” the meaning of a character he was using, for various reasons.
The reasons could be: because the character—due to sound-loan, perhaps—had come to
stand for a number of different words, or perhaps it represented a word with a number
of different meanings. The scribe could add to the existing character either to clarify the
word to which it referred, or to pinpoint the meaning intended in the particular context.
For example, the character for “scorpion” & [Point 3 above] was later reclarified when it
was used to represent “scorpion” (rather than “10,000”) by adding the “bug” radical 1 to
produce the new character £ that always meant “scorpion” (or, metonymically, “scorpion’s
sting/tail”’) and never “10,000.” The character i* ting stood for “court”—whether it
was the king’s court or the court in someone’s front yard. Eventually someone added
the “lean-to” radical ), which is a picture of a roof and a wall, to distinguish the king’s
court (£ ting) from the ordinary subject’s front yard (£ ting). Some of these reclarified
compounds will, in their new guise, be simple sound-meaning compounds, and some of
them —if the reclarified character itself was already a sound-meaning compound —will be
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sound-meaning compounds with one component to suggest the sound and two components
to suggest the meaning.*

Explanatory Notes
The following is an annotated character entry from this edition:

1 4 5 6 7 8 910

| ' || —— [ //

e ﬁ t CHE, car; family name. CAR radical (100) YA]
f‘, — | The character is a picture of a car or chafigf (top
N view —the top and bottom horizontgl gtrokes 11
_— being the two wheels).
zr: ‘K7 hudché train (railroad) [A]
74 chgjian workshop [B] }13
416 %R chefii  chauffeur
|—4 strokes (l ) i E“ — 14
2 |3 1|5 1|2
KEY:
1. the character 10. New HSK Exam level (i.e.,LL1,L2,L3,
2. character serial number L4, L5, or L6) when applicable
3. stroke count 11. character explanation
4. stroke-order diagram 12. (MN) indicates a mnemonic tip
5. pronunciation and tone 13. character combinations with
6. character definition pronunciation, meaning, and HSC and
7. radical information HSK list/exam level
8. radical number 14. traditional character
9. Hanyu Shuiping Cihui... list 15. ref. to radical when difficult to discern
(see pp. ix—X) (see char. 439 for ex.)

UNDERSTANDING THE ENTRIES

The student should pay special attention, at the beginning of his/her studies, to the information
given in #6 above, “character definition.” It is, of course, essential to know what a character
“means.” In Reading and Writing Chinese, this information is given in the form of an English
definition or “gloss.” Because there are significant differences between the grammatical
systems of Chinese (a member of the “Sino-Tibetan” language family), and of English (a

* Bernhard Karlgren identifies dozens of such characters in Analytic Dictionary of Chinese and
Sino-Japanese (Paris: Librairie Orientaliste Paul Geuthner, 1923). Chao Yuen Ren treats reclarified
compounds as a sub-class of sound-meaning compounds: see Mandarin Primer (Cambridge University
Press, 1961), pp. 61-63. Traditionally, the sixth of the six principles was something called zhudnzhu
(f71F), and whether or not this had anything to do with reclarified compounds is uncertain, since there
is a great deal of dispute about the correct interpretation and reference of zhuanzhu.
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member of the “Indo-European” language family), problems can arise with these definitions.
Let us consider this point a little further.

Chao Yuen Ren, in his grammar of Chinese (A Grammar of Spoken Chinese, Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1968) recognizes as below the basic categories of words

(“word-classes,
out in the right-hand column.

parts of speech”) in Chinese; the basic word-classes of English are as set

Chinese Word-classes (acc. Chao) English Word-classes
verbs (including adjectives) verbs

adjectives
nouns nouns

proper names

place words

time-words

determinatives

measure-words

localizers (suffixes that convert non-place words
to place words)

pronouns pronouns
other substitutes

adverbs adverbs
prepositions prepositions
conjunctions conjunctions
particles

interjections interjections

Anyone trying, then, to give English definitions for Chinese words (or the characters
which stand for them) faces the problem of “mapping” a system of 15 elements onto a system
of eight elements. The editor of Reading and Writing Chinese, in preparing the definitions,
has given the student as much help as he could with this problem. English verbs are used to
translate Chinese verbs, English nouns to translate Chinese nouns, etc. Where grammatical
categories do not match, explanations and paraphrases are given (especially for Chinese
measure-words, localizers, and particles). Reading and Writing Chinese, however, is a
guide to the Chinese writing system, not a comprehensive grammar (Chao’s grammar runs
to 847 pages). As is stated in the Preface, the student should be using Reading and Writing
Chinese in tandem with classroom work or with a tutor. The apparent anomalies created by
such “mapping” will be resolved as the student’s mind becomes more and more comfortable
with the differences between the two grammatical systems. The achievement of that kind of
comfort is, of course, one of the pleasures of studying a foreign language.
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Most of the punctuation marks used in the characters’ explanatory blocks are gram-
matically logical. However, I have also adopted a few rules of my own to help the reader/
student. Semicolons are used to distinguish meaning “groups.” Semicolons are also used
after a character’s romanized reading when a character’s usage rather than the meaning is
given. In addition to their use with slang terms, or for clarity, quotation marks are used around
character-compound definitions that are contextually proper in English but which cannot be
derived from the characters themselves. For example, the Chinese use a character for “red”
21 and the character for “tea” 4% to write what in English is called “black tea.” Since the
more literal definition “red tea” would be meaningless, I have used quotation marks in the
definition of the compound, as follows:

2145 héngcha “black” tea

WRITTEN VERSUS PRINTED FORMS

Problems of character identification may result from the fact that typeset forms sometimes
differ from the handwritten forms that are usually learned first. Always compare a character
which appears in a compound, with its written counterpart as you work through this book.
The typeset list below provides the most common of these variant forms. Numbers refer to the
serial number of characters in the first half of this book (characters 1-1,067); page numbers
are for characters in the second half.

16 N 166 B 403

0 19 A 204 B 404

= 9 T 249 T Pt.2,p.239

U 124 T 369 Bl Pt.2,p.244
DICTIONARIES

Chinese dictionaries—whether they are Chinese—Chinese dictionaries or Chinese—English
dictionaries—may be organized according to the radical system, or they may be organized
phonetically (from “A” to “Z,” like a Western dictionary) according to the standard romanized
spelling (Hanyu Pinyin) of the Beijing pronunciation (Putonghua, “Mandarin”) of the character.
The order of entries follows the English alphabetical order, starting with “A” and ending with
“Z.” Such phonetic organization works fine until you encounter a character you don’t know
how to pronounce—a common experience for foreign students (but it also happens with
Chinese readers). So all dictionaries organized phonetically, as just described, also have an
index —an index organized by some modern adaptation of the traditional radical system. There
is no universally accepted adaptation, however, so different dictionaries use slightly different
radical systems. But all such systems are derived from the traditional radical system, all of them
overlap to a great degree, and all follow quite closely the logic of the traditional system.
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CHARACTER COMBINATIONS
Individual characters themselves —each of which, in general, represents a single syllable of
the spoken language —may occur in combination with other characters to denote Chinese
words and expressions of two or more syllables. For example, a common expression for
“woman” in the spoken language is the two syllable niirén, written with the characters for
“woman” % nii and “person” A rén. Many of these common combinations are given in this
book so that you will get used to seeing the characters within important expression and words.
Learning the combination in which a character occurs can be a valuable aid to understanding
that character. Moreover, these combinations provide review as well as usage examples.
Some examples are also given of a favorite stylistic device in Chinese speech and writing—
four-character set expressions (Ji{{i#). Learning these four-character set expressions will be
useful for the student in the same way as learning two-character combinations, and it will also
prepare the student to deal with them when he/she encounters them or similar four-character
expressions — written or spoken. Finally, practice with two-character combinations and four-
character set expressions will tend to break down the illusion, which the writing system so
insistently encourages, that Chinese is a monosyllabic language. To some extent it may be so,
but the disyllable is an extremely important unit in modern Chinese, and the four-character
expression is also important in anything above the level of “survival Chinese.”

PHONETIC SERIES

When a certain character has been used to give the sound in a number of sound-meaning
compounds, a group of characters emerges, each of which has a different meaning but
contains the same sound-component. The different meanings are established, of course, by
using a different meaning-component in each character. Such a group of characters is called a
“phonetic series,” and students have often found that learning becomes more rapid when they
study such character groups. In Reading and Writing Chinese we have therefore introduced
common characters as part of a phonetic series if the characters belong to a phonetic series.
For example, the character “wrap” £ bao, mentioned above, is the sound-component for a
number of common characters that appear in this book: 0, 10, ¥4, 4, #3, #1. The meaning
is determined by the other part of the character: “ F hand,” “4 food,” “ 7y water,” “‘K fire,”
“ K gown,” and “ft foot,” to give meanings: “to embrace,” “to be full” (after eating), ““to soak,”
“artillery,” “long gown,” and “to run,” respectively.

THE CHINESE WRITING SYSTEM AS CULTURAL ARTIFACT

There are, more or less, 13 dialects of the Chinese language —spoken languages which differ
from one another as much as English, German, and Dutch differ from one another, or as
French, Spanish, Italian, and Portuguese differ. The remarkable thing about the Chinese writing
system, including the simplified form of it which is studied in this book, is that a literate native
speaker of one dialect can communicate with another person of a different native dialect by
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simply writing down his thoughts. The other party will immediately understand—although
if the two tried to speak in their native dialects, neither would understand the other. That is,
with the Chinese writing system, you can simultaneously write down a message in 13 different
languages!* There has never been anything else like it in human history.

Some foreign students, initially vexed when they realize that the Chinese writing system
is somewhat more complicated than their own, think that the Chinese should switch to an
alphabetical one. To do so, however, would eliminate the increment of universal intelligibility
which exists in China. Furthermore, while it does take some months longer for a Chinese child
to master the writing system than it does for an American or French child, say, to master their
own writing systems, in the long run there is little difference. Japan, whose writing system is
based on the Chinese system, has one of the highest literacy rates in the world (illiteracy in
Japan is about one-fifth that of the United States). And James Traub notes that only slightly
more than four percent of Taiwanese fifth graders and slightly more than 10 percent of Japa-
nese scored as low as the average American fifth grader on a battery of reading tests.**

The foreign student should also consider that the logic of the Chinese writing system, as
sketched on pages xii—xiv above, has stimulated a number of Western thinkers, from Leibniz
in his work on the Calculus to Eisenstein on montage.

A project was floated after World War II to have traffic signs all over the world prepared
in Chinese “ideograms.” Although the proposal was derided by Yale’s widely respected
Sinologist, George A. Kennedy, who called it “deranged,” something like this has actually
happened —with modern pictures, symbols, and especially “meaning-meaning compounds”
now to be seen on traffic signs and other public notices around the world: school crossing...
men working...slippery when wet...steep hill ahead. ..slowing-moving vehicles, keep right...
no smoking...no eating or drinking on the subway...do not play boom boxes on the beach...
danger of falling rocks...watch out for deer...low-flying aircraft ahead...emergency fire exit,
this way...the list goes on.

There is a complex ideogram on the bus-boats in Venice which clearly says, in just four
elements, “sit down or you will block the captain’s view and make it difficult for him to navi-
gate the boat safely!” The city fathers in one Italian town have put up signs on a main street,
with the silhouette of a woman smoking and leaning up against a lamp-post, crossed out by
the “no/not” symbol, a diagonal stroke from lower right to upper left corner. The meaning is
clear enough: “no solicitation.” Many computer icons, too, are a modern form of ideography,
universally intelligible to computer users around the world, whatever their native language.
In fact, these international systems of modern ideograms have even begun to develop “sound-
meaning compounds.” The driver passing through a French village (for example) may see at

* True regionalisms and some dialectal slang are not reached by the writing system, but the relative
unimportance and the ephemeral nature of slang and regionalisms make this a trivial exception.
** James Traub, “It’s Elementary,” New Yorker, 17 July 1995, 78 (74-79).
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the far end of the village a sign with the village’s name in the phonetic Roman alphabet (the
sound component) crossed out by the “no/not” symbol, a diagonal stroke from lower right
to upper left corner (the meaning component): “you are leaving Mirepoix.”

Study Methods

Each radical introduced in this book is assigned a number in parentheses. This number is the
radical number and indicates where the radical occurs within the sequence of 226 radicals.
Every effort you make to memorize the number, at least for radicals having two, three, four,
five, or six strokes, will pay off in time saved after you start to use dictionaries. Just as it
is a great time-saver with Western-language dictionaries to know where “F” occurs in the
alphabet (and whether it occurs before or after “M,” for example), these numbers serve the
same purpose in Chinese.

You are also advised, when first learning a character, to be conscious of all the radicals
that appear in it. Say aloud the radicals while writing a new character. For example, say
“mouth-down-one-cowrie”” while writing 5t “be expensive, be precious” (character 163); or
“word-torso-thumb” when writing W “thanks, to thank” (character 239). Such incantations
may be of considerable help in recalling characters to memory three or four days after first
encountering them.

You should read the explanation of the sources of new characters, but you need not for-
mally study these explanations unless (as sometimes happens) you become fascinated by the
Chinese written character itself. In that case you may want to learn all the explanations given
and even to carry your own studies further afield into the various books which present such
explanations in greater (and sometimes fanciful) detail. A reference which can be useful for
such study is Bernhard Karlgren, Analytic Dictionary of Chinese and Sino-Japanese (see
note above, p. xiv), referred to in Reading and Writing Chinese as “AD.”*

You can easily use Reading and Writing Chinese as a programmed textbook. Cover the
character with a blank piece of paper placed along the vertical line that separates the character
from the box containing its pronunciation and meaning, then try to write out the character,
and immediately after doing so, pull the answer sheet away and compare the character you
have written with the character in the book. If you have written the character incorrectly,
take note of the error or errors and write the character correctly before proceeding to the next
one. After working to the bottom of a page in this way, reverse the procedure and try to write
down the pronunciation and meaning while looking only at the character. Immediately check
your work against the pronunciation and meaning that appear in the text.

* Other such references are: DeFrancis, John. The Chinese Language Fact and Fantasy. Honolulu:
University of Hawaii Press, 1986. Norman, Jerry. Chinese. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1993. Taylor, Insup and M. Martin Taylor. Writing and Literacy in Chinese, Korean, and Japanese.
Philadelphia: John Benjamins Pub. Co., 1995.
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How to Write the Characters

The Chinese learn to write the characters by using an easy and effective method. The essential
ingredient of this method is the fixed order in which the strokes of a character are written.
Although Chinese people occasionally disagree among themselves about minor details,
the method has been developed and perfected through centuries of experience. Follow the
stroke-order diagrams presented in this book in order to acquire the correct habits early, and
remember to keep your characters uniform in size.

The rules below explain the method in general.
1. Top to bottom:

ol S |1
¥
]
i

2. Left to right:

fib>  f £

fib

e il

I

Wp >0

Ty

3. Upper left corner to lower right corner:

9{_) /| S

Es> 7

%

PR > 4 | IR

JN

)

A
7

C

XX




STUDENT’S GUIDE

4. Outside to inside:

Hs [ [T H
K> T A
> 1T E

5. When two or more strokes cross, horizontal strokes before perpendicular strokes:

te
K> — ) K
£ — = = %
6. Slanting stroke to the left before slanting stroke to the right:
A= J A
S ARREPAE
N> J X

7. Center stroke before symmetrical wings:

N
K LA Ak
NN NS
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The Pronunciation of Chinese

The system used in Reading and Writing Chinese to write romanized Chinese is the
Hanyu Pinyin system which is standard in mainland China and is now used almost universally,
too, in printed materials (newspapers, magazines, books, textbooks), and so on—used, that
is, whenever the writer wants, for some reason, to give a word or words in Roman letters.
The student should remember that Chinese is written with the characters, not with the Roman
alphabet.

Hanyu PINYIN
Spoken Chinese, represented by pinyin (romanized) text, has the following vowels, consonants
and combinations:

1. The following letters are pronounced like their English equivalents: f, k, I, m, n, p, s
(except in “sh™), ¢, w,and y

2. The following letters are pronounced like the English sounds indicated: a (except as
described in 8, below), as in father; i, as in machine (except when appearing immediately
after u—see end of this paragraph— or when appearing immediately after c, ch, r, s, sh,
z,or zh: see 9, below; 0 as in worn; ai in aisle; and ui, wei in weight

3. The following combinations are pronounced like the English sounds indicated: ao like ow
in how; ou like o in so; and e (except e after i or y: see point 8, below), like o in done.

4. The following letters are pronounced as explained: b, like p in spy; d, like ¢ in sty; g like
k in sky; that is, like English p, ¢, or k but with less aspiration (compare with point 1,
above);

5. The following letters are pronounced as described: &, with more friction than English A;
u (but not ii, and also not when followed by another vowel or pair of vowels, or when
preceded by j, g, or by i or y), like oo in moon but with the lips rounded and the tongue
back; u preceded by i or y, like o0 in s0; u preceded by j, g, or x, round the lips to say oo as
in moon but try to pronounce instead i as in machine (compare with # in point 8, below);
z, like ds in cads; and ¢, like ts in it’s hot.

6. The following letters and combinations are pronounced as described: sh as in shred,
tongue very far back; ch, tongue flat against roof of mouth, very far back; zh, like ch just
described but with less breath; and r, tongue flat against roof of mouth, far back—like a
J and r pronounced together.

7. The following letters are pronounced as described: j, like English j but with tongue tip
forward where teeth meet; g, like j just described with more breath; and x, tongue tip
against back of lower teeth (like a lisping English s).

8. The following letters are pronounced as described: e after i or y, as in yet; ii, round the
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lips to say oo as in moon but try to pronounce instead i as in machine; ii plus e, like i
just described plus English e in yet; a after i or y and before n (but not before ng), like e
in yet; and a after i and before n, like e in yet.

9. When i comes immediately after ¢, r, s, or z, it indicates that the mouth and tongue are
held in place where the consonant is pronounced without a vowel (but with a tone; see
next section; we can say that ‘the consonant becomes its own vowel’; that is, si is just
a hiss, zi is just a buzz, and ri is a kind of purr; when i comes immediately after ch or
zh, the resulting syllables chi and zhi are pronounced as explained in point 6, above, but
they slide toward the r sound and get a tone —rather like the first syllable of Churchill
and gerbil, respectively; and when i comes immediately after sh, the resulting syllable
sh sounds like English shirr but with the sh described above, and with a tone.

10. The letter u when followed by another vowel or pair of vowels is pronounced like English
w; the combination iu at the end of syllables is pronounced like the American greeting
Yo!; and yi is pronounced like the first syllable of east.

To use this system of writing Chinese (Putonghua, “Mandarin”) with Roman letters,
the student should know about three further features: word-division, the occasional use of
apostrophes, and the placement of tone-marks (see below) over vowels when the syllable has
more than one vowel-letter (a, e, i, 0, u, and ii) in it. Chinese is written in the ‘real world’ with
Chinese characters, not with Roman letters, so the system of romanization has not been ‘worn
smooth’ by those great creators and molders of language, the folk. Many details, therefore,
have not been worked out; the division into words is one of them. For example, should the
expression for “overseas Chinese,” composed of Hua (Chinese) + gido (person or people
living abroad), be written Hua qiao or Huaqido? I recommend that the student follow the
advice I used to give to my students at City University of Hong Kong: look it up in a good
dictionary, like Han-Ying Cidian! (It’s Huaqiao, one word.) Apostrophes are occasionally
used (rarely) between syllables where a romanized expression might be misread at first: for
example, MM “on the contrary,” is usually romanized as fin’ér. As to the correct place-
ment of tone-marks when a syllable has two or more vowel-letters in it, the situation is fairly
simple, and practice and observation will help a great deal. The letters a and e always get the
tone-mark in combinations, and o always gets the tone-mark except when the combination
is ao or iao, in which case the a gets it. When the i and u appear together—as in iu or ui—
whichever one comes second gets the tone-mark.

ToNE

In addition to its vowels and consonants, a syllable in modern Chinese has its characteristic
“tone.” The tone (or tones, for words of more than one syllable) of a word is very important
because it allows our ears to discriminate between words that have the same vowels and
consonants. Tones result from changes in pitch which the speaker produces with the vocal
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chords while pronouncing the syllable. The difficulty of learning these tones has been much
exaggerated. In fact, the system of tones in Putonghua (“Mandarin,” the standard, and most
commonly studied, spoken language of China, based on the dialect of the capital, Beijing)
is actually one of the simplest of all Chinese dialects.

In Putonghua there are four tones (or five, if we count the neutral/‘zero’ tone: see below).
These tones are indicated in Hanyu Pinyin by the tone marks i, i, i, and 1, like the accents
in French (see above on what to do when a syllable has more than one vowel). Thus, ma is m
+ a (as described above) pronounced in the first tone, ma is m + a pronounced in the second
tone, and so on. The way in which the speaker uses the vocal chords to change the pitch can
be written on a musical staff, as below. Note that it is only the contour of the pitch which
determines the tone; thus, a man’s normal first tone will be a bit lower than a woman’s. Pitch
will normally be somewhere near the center of the speaking voice and will vary according
to the individual and to his or her mood.*

bt - N -
Fa)
17 4 -» n Y I -
y .4 | ba T ) V| -
fes— P 0
X7 1% %ﬁ‘:
) o

The description of tones given here is the simplest and is the one most often presented in
texts. It is intended to enable the student to pronounce words in isolation. In normal speech
the tone may disappear from a syllable, and the syllable will be pronounced in a “neutral”
or “zero” tone. In such cases in this book, the tone-marks have been omitted. In the case of
two third tones in succession, native speakers automatically change the first of them into a
second tone: hén hao becomes hén hao. We have indicated such changes in this book if the
expression is a very common one.

* The musical diagram is from Chao Yuen Ren, A Grammar of Spoken Chinese, p.26. A few common
words change their tone frequently, depending on the tone of the following word, and in these cases we
have indicated the tone appropriate to each expression. Problems of words in discourse are, however,
more properly the subject for a textbook in modern spoken Chinese, which you are urged to consult
for more specific information.
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1,067 BASIC CHARACTERS
and

Elements of the Writing System

YI (Y1, YI), one. ONE radical (2) [A] L1

—“one,” . “two” (5,p.2),and — “three” (6,p.2)
are probably the three simplest symbol characters
in the language. As a radical this form is often
called “the horizontal stroke.” — is generally pro-
nounced yi before a word in the fourth tone, and yi

1 before words in the first, second, or third tones.
fﬁ yiyueé January

I stroke ME— wéiyl only

) PIE, left-falling stroke. LEFT radical (4)

2
1 stroke

L A Nﬁ, woman. WOMAN radical (73) [A]
Q 7z is a picture —a rough stick drawing of a wom-
an (with legs modestly crossed, say commenta-

tors). It occurs as an independent character and
means “woman’ or, occasionally, “daughter.”

%1% nithai  girl

3 M niixing  female

3 strokes

REN, human being, person. PERSON radical
j A (old style: MAN radical) (23) [A] L1
Rén is a picture—a rough stick drawing of
a human being. It occurs as an independent
character. Learn to distinguish rén from A ri,
“enter” (204, p. 41)—although both are now the

4 same radical in most modern dictionaries.
2 strokes 2 N niirén woman, female [B] L2




5-9 « BASIC CHARACTERS

—_— —_— ER, two. TWO radical (11) [A] L1
—_—A . —H eéryué February
—_— A
5
2 strokes
R R SAN, three [A] L1
— = sanshi thirty
A —+— sanshiyT thirty-one
 —
6
3 strokes
SHf, ten. TEN radical (12) [A] L1
T The “ten” radical is simply an arbitrary symbol
for the number “ten.”
—  shiyT eleven;October 1, National Day
(People’s Republic of China)
+—  shier twelve
—1  eérshi twenty
7 1 ershiyl twenty-one
2 strokes —1+  sanshi thirty
JIONG, borders. BORDERS radical (19)
| | I Jiong, “borders,” is not in use as an independent
character. It is, however, the radical under which
about 10 common characters are classified in
modern dictionaries or in the indexes to mod-
ern dictionaries arranged phonetically, so the
student should learn it. Distinguish from “gate”
8
(25,p. 6).
2 strokes
WEI, to surround. SURROUND radical (59)
I | | Dictionaries sometimes gloss this character as
“the old form of [ (“to go around; circumfer-
ence,” 968, p. 194). | | is the radical of over 20
modern characters and should be learned.
9
3 strokes
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(142) [B]

The “field” radical is a picture of the typical Chi-
nese (and East Asian) field—a large field divided
I:I:I HE] by raised paths into small paddies.

FH#b  tiandi field; land

I I_I I:I TIAN, field; a family name. FIELD radical

10 4¢H néngtian farmland

5 strokes

F_ LI, strength. STRENGTH radical (28) [A]

This is a picture of a plow, thus strength. The
student should distinguish “strength” from the
“knife” radical JJ (131, p. 27).

A77 rénli manpower, labor power [C]
715 hgi  strength L4

11
2 strokes

NAN, male [A]
= According to the classic dictionary Shuo wén
ji¢ zi, 55 is a meaning-meaning compound:
’ ’ EE[ “it’s the males who use their strength JJ in the
fields H.”
N ndnrén man, male [B] L2

il
1

JH

12 4z nannii  men and women

7 strokes

SHU, downstroke. DOWN radical (3)
Anciently, the “down” radical was pronounced

“glin,” but now everybody reads it as “shu,”
meaning “the vertical stroke.” Not in use now
as an independent character, it is the radical of

six common modern characters.

— | JE| 3

13
1 stroke

/ ’f REN, man. SIDE-MAN radical (21)

Traditional dictionaries classify this form as a
special case of the “human being, person” radi-
cal (4, p. 1), but this form, in its functions in the
writing system, in various cases seems to mean
“male human being.” See, for example, 24,

14 p- 5. Not independent, but an important radical.

2 strokes
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4

15
1 stroke

Y1, twist; the second “heavenly stem.” TWIST
radical (7). Used to enumerate headings in an
outline, like “B” —second letter of the Western
alphabet. LS

The form &, and the form L are variant forms of
this radical. In early texts it means “fish guts” and
may have been a picture. On “heavenly stems,”
see Lin Yutang'’s Dictionary 1451f.

£ T yichin alcohol

No pronunciation. GRASS radical (50)

[Nz

D

_ | 4— |
16
3 strokes
« | = | = | Y1, skill; art [A]

This character is a sound-meaning compound.
The “twist” radical suggests the sound, and the
“grass” radical suggests the meaning —originally
related to gardening.

2R yishu  artL4
[©Z5 yudnyi the art of gardening
4 strokes ;;‘;ﬁ
/ Yi, a hundred million [A] L4
/f /fZ 112 shiyi one billion
18
3 strokes /f)%r\‘

D

>

19
3 strokes

XIN, heart. SIDE-HEART radical (41)

This does not occur as an independent character;
the independent form of “heart” is 87, p. 18.
Serious students of Chinese culture should note
that “heart” is often given a double gloss: “heart-
mind,” as if they were one thing.
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A

Yi, to remember [B]

This character is a sound-meaning compound.
The “twist” radical suggests the sound, and the
“heart” radical suggests the meaning—you will
always be in my heart.
iZle iy memory
[EZ5% huiyili memoirs
l ==
/BN

No pronunciation. Radical (5) “Back-turned
stroke.”

" is the radical in six or so common modern
characters. In two of these, it appears with a
slanted horizontal part and a longer vertical part,
as in the next character.

YE, also [A] L2

The history of 2 is very complicated, involving
the confusion of at least three different charac-
ters. The radical is (21, above).

i yéxti perhaps; maybe L4

TA, she, her [A] L1

This character is a sound-meaning compound.
The “woman” radical suggests the meaning,
and 1 (22, above) once suggested the sound —
although it is not now such a good phonetic.
Compare with 24, below. This character is cre-
ated more recently under the influence of Euro-
pean languages with gendered pronouns.

W] tamen they; them (feminine) [A]

(see 26)

20
4 strokes
> »
21
1 stroke
1|1 |,
22
3 strokes
C1h |7
o |t | 4
23
6 strokes
s
i | A
24
5 strokes

TA, he, him [A] L1

fti is a sound-meaning compound. The “man”
radical suggests the meaning, the right half, 1
(22, above) at one time suggested the sound.
Note the logic of the writing system: the “man”
radical occurs in the character for “he, him,” the
“woman” radical in the character for “she, her.”

f41] tamen they; them (masculine and/or
feminine) [A]
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]

25
3 strokes

MEN, gate. GATE radical (46) [A] L2

A picture. Its resemblance to a gate may not be
clear, but the traditional form (see lower right-
hand corner of this frame) clearly resembles the
swinging saloon doors in old Westerns. It occurs
as an independent character and means ‘“gate,
door, entrance.” Distinguish from “borders”
8,p.2).

K] damén gate F”ﬁ

]2 ménwei entrance guard; doorkeeper

(i

26
5 strokes

MEN, pluralizing suffix for pronouns and for
certain nouns [A]

Mén is used with nouns and pronouns referring
to people: the “side-man” radical for meaning;
mén (25, above) for sound.

W] tamen they, them (feminine) [A]

AT tamen they, them (masculine and/or

feminine) [A] ,f Fﬂ

—
—
A

npail

7
4 strokes

SHOU, hand. HAND radical (111) [A]

Shou often occurs as an independent character
meaning “hand”; it may also occur as a part
of characters. The form ¥ (see 28, below) was
considered a variant of 27 here, but it is now a
separate radical (55) and may be called “side-
hand” to distinguish it.

F48 shouzhi finger L5
F£ shoutao gloves L5

EI:“T

28
3 strokes

SHOU, hand. SIDE-HAND radical (55)

Traditionally, this form was considered a variant
of the “hand” radical (27, above), but in modern
dictionaries, it is classified as a separate radical.
The form here (4 ) does not appear as an inde-
pendent character. Distinguish from “thumb” ~J°
(237, p. 48) and from “then” 7" (689, p. 138).

,ﬁ’*t

29
3 strokes

Y], dart. DART radical (56)

The “dart” radical is a picture. Han-Ying Cidian
defines it as “a retrievable arrow with string
attached” and calls it “bookish.” Compare the
“lance” radical (30, p. 7) and learn to distinguish
“lance” from “dart.”




BASIC CHARACTERS » 30-34

T

30
4 strokes

GE, lance. LANCE radical (101)

The “lance” radical is a picture. Note that “lance”
has one more stroke than “dart,” at the bottom.
In museums you can see that the old weapon
called “ge” had a blade like this at the lower
end. The weapon is also sometimes called a
“dagger-ax.”

EE gebi desert

>

{\

ST

31
7 strokes

WO, I, me [A] L1

Originally the name of a weapon similar to
a lance, current meaning by sound-loan. The
student should learn to distinguish X wo from
£ zhio “look for” (32, below). W& is “hand” +
“lance”; zhao is “side-hand” + “lance.”

A1 women we,us[A]Ll

N

-

EiY

32
7 strokes

ZHAO, to look for; to visit; to give change
[A]L2

The student should distinguish zh&o from wo
3£ (31, above).

4% xtnzhiio to look for L5

##] zhiiedao to find

A

—_——

TOU, lid. LID radical (9)

Originally, téu had a more general meaning:
“above; a thing that goes on top of something
else, covering.” It may be easier to remember as
“lid” because it looks like a lid. Distinguish from
the “crown” radical ~— (36, p. 8), and the “roof™
radical ~~ (40,p.9). Not used independently, téu

33 is the radical in over 20 common characters.
2 strokes
TfJ, earth. EARTH radical (49) [B]
f - + :t This appears to be a picture of a cross stuck into
R the earth (“The axis mundi!” say some scholars).

34
3 strokes

Note this is not its etymology though. It occurs as
an independent character and means “earth, soil.”
Distinguish from the character +: shi, “knight,
scholar” (35) in which the bottom line is shorter
than the upper line, although they are the same
modern radical.

+ A tlirén a native, an aborigine




35-39 « BASIC CHARACTERS

SHi, knight; scholar. KNIGHT form of the

S

( { EARTH radical (34, above) [B]

—_—] Of disputed etymology. (MN) A shi took ten
(1) things and organized them into one (—)

— 1 a for his lord.
A+ rénshi personage, notable person [C]
Zz+: niishi  polite address for women, espe-

35 cially professionals; Ms. [B] L5
3 strokes
Mi, crown. CROWN radical (18)
J Vo

Mi had a general meaning of “to cover, a
cover’—crown by metonymy (and as a useful
mnemonic). Not used independently now, it ap-
pears at the top of characters. Distinguish from
the “roof” radical " (40, p.9) and from the “lid”
radical =~ (33, p. 7).

36
2 strokes
XIAO, be small, be little. SMALL radical
J /J /J\ (79) [A] L2
Variant: . Originally, this radical was three dots
\ to suggest “small.” Two of the dots remain, but
the center dot has been replaced by a downstroke
with a little hook on the end, made by an elegant
movement of the wrist with a brush (ballpoint
37 pens won’t do it).
/N xiiohdi  children
3 strokes

/Nik xiiomei younger sister

7'—\*

T

%\

J_j,

ER, you, your; -ly, -like; that (opposite to
“this”) [C]

This character has a complicated history. It came
to mean “you” by sound-loan. Bookish.

4N B/ duér sometimes; on occasion L4
38
5 strokes Eﬁ
/ /f /f/ NI, you [A] L1
h Ni and ér (38, above) most likely stood for
cognate words meaning “you.” Ni is ér reclari-
/ \ /f > /f o /f 'f | fied with the “man” radical.
J / J #RM7 nimen you (plural) [A]
you (p
T 7% nihdo How’re you?
39
7 strokes /f/J\
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I,

MIAN, roof. ROOF radical (45)

The character is a picture. Suggest remembering
the top stroke as a chimney. The student will want
to distinguish “roof” from “lid” -~ (33, p.7) and
from “crown” =~ (36, p. 8). Not an independent
character, mian is the radical of over 50 common
modern characters.

40
3 strokes
Bi, ladle. LADLE radical (39)
[:‘ The character is a picture.
& bishéu dagger
41
2 strokes

aY

o

v}

42
5 strokes

TA,it[A] L2

Karlgren sees this as originally a pictograph
meaning “cobra” (Analytic Dictionary 1011),
later corrupted into “roof” over “ladle,” and
as coming by sound-loan to mean “the other,
another, it.”

‘©A{] tamen they, them (not human beings)
[A]

4_¢

43
2 strokes

LE; a particle: after verbs or sentences; /e basi-
cally means “changed status” or “completed
action”; LIAO, to finish, to conclude; to under-
stand [A] L1

Students who want a fuller account of this busy
little particle should consult the index to Chao
Yuen Ren, A Grammar of Spoken Chinese (1968)
(26 references).

U777 hiole finished

£ 1 dongle understood H?

Tf# lidojié to understand L3 H~ (for lido)

+

44
3 strokes

Zi, child; first of the twelve “earthly branches”
(used in enumerations and to name two-hour
periods of the day). CHILD radical (74) [A]

F is a picture. In older forms, it quite clearly
resembles a child. F occurs often independently
and as a suffix to many nouns. “Earthly branch-
es”: see Lin Yutang’s Dictionary 1451f.

JLY érzi  sonlLl
% ¥ haizi child L2
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!l

4

4t

HAO, be good, be well; HAO, to consider
good; to like, to love [A] L1

I combines meanings. “Woman” beside “child”
suggests “goodness, well-being, something
desirable.”

I N hidorén good person; healthy person; a

49
11 strokes

45 “good guy” who tries to get along with
6 strokes everybody, often sacrificing principle
to do so.
SI, be selfish, be private. NOSE radical (37)
L ZA The radical was originally a picture of anose. Point-
ing at one’s nose to refer to oneself is a common
practice in China. Dictionaries often note that this
is the original form of FA, “private, selfish” (Pt. 2,
p-216a)
46
2 strokes
é YAO, coil; be immature, be tender, be little.
COIL radical (76)
The “coil” radical was originally a picture of a
coil of silk thread. Learn to distinguish “coil”
from the “nose” radical 4 (46, above), and from
the “silk” radical £ (48, below).
47
3 strokes
/ Q Q S1, silk. SILK radical (77)

z In seven common modern characters, the “silk”
radical appears in its more complex, traditional
form (see below, this frame). Lei (49, below)

- is one example. This happens when the “silk”
radical is at the bottom, rather than at the side, of
48 the character. It’s done, no doubt, for aesthetic
reasons.
3 strokes /%
| 1 == LEI, be tired; LEI, pile up; be repeated [A]
== E
In ancient China, the men’s main work was in
/ \ SE| =E] the fields; the women’s main work was sericul-

ture (silk-farming). This is a good mnemonic to
remember this character. (Original meaning is
“to pile up.”)

IF2 hiolei be very tired

10
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e f .| CHI, step. STEP radical (62)
/ /r From a picture of cross roads, the current radical

form is corrupted. Suggest seeing it as “sideman”
(14, p. 3), to which a stroke has been added—
to suggest movement, a step taken. The “step”
radical occurs often in characters for action or

movement.
50 ovement

3 strokes

—l :I El GEN, be stubborn; be blunt; be tough, leath-
ery (of food or people). STUBBORN radical
(184)

b
K In early texts, R is clearly a picture of a man
) F F/ E with a big, staring eye—an obstinate type, an

insolent fellow. Now the spoken word gen is

51 dialect—used in certain localities, but not part
6 strok of modern standard Chinese. Distinguish from
strokes EL (412, p. 83).

HEN, very [A] L1

This character is a sound-loan for hén, “very.”
Originally, it stood for a word that meant “to act
stubborn, to resist”—a word that probably was
cognate with gen (51, above). The “stubborn”
radical was reclarified with the “step” radical,

ASY

/ e
/\< a

and sometime later the character was borrowed
for hén, “very.”

-\
4

e e N e
L

N
A
=)
I
Wi

52 /f
9 strokes 147 hénhdio very good, very well

KOU, mouth; a measure for human beings.
I I_I [:] MOUTH radical (58) [A] L3

H is a picture. It also occurs as an independent
character and means “mouth.”

AH rénkéu population [B] L5

¥ kouzi (noun) hole, opening, cut, rip
53 =1 A sankoéurén three people

3 strokes

HUO, fire. FIRE-DOTS radical (80)

This is a picture of a fire burning on the ground. It
J yOH)D) occurs only.as a part of characters. The.rf; is also
a “fire” radical (see 295, p. 60). Traditionally,
VAR “fire-dots” appeared in characters for creatures
such as “horse,” “bird,” “fish,” “bear,” “swallow

54 (bird),” “crow,” etc. However these are stylized

body parts and have no connection with fire.
4 strokes

11
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-1 MA, horse; a family name. HORSE radical
% _% (75) [A]L3
A picture: the traditional form below is more
— representational. In modern times, “fire-dots”
is abbreviated to a single horizontal stroke. As
Nietzsche said, “Nowadays, everybody’s in a
55 legt‘?urr?/.
/N5 xidoma pony
3 strok
SHOKes 577 mal horsepower [D] J%
n l] MA; a particle [A] L1: at the end of a sentence,
r I it makes the sentence into a question; it may also
‘ ‘ appear within a sentence after the subject or topic
__A’ -1 to mark it off: “X "J... (As for X ...).”
I] I]le l]_% 14 is a sound-meaning compound, with the
“mouth” radical warning, as it often does, that
56 the other part is phonetic, not semantic.
6 strokes []I%
> — .| 2 YAN, word, words; family name. WORDS
— . radical (185) [A]
A Notice the “mouth” in “words.” Suggest taking
> > — . | the other lines as words pouring from the mouth,
- I_‘ Fi or “motion lines” to suggest the mouth moving.
Yan often occurs as an independent character
\ and means “words, speech.”
57 é 15 ylydn language
7 strokes W F wényan classical Chinese
N N YAN, word, words. SIDE-WORDS radical
» 1 (10)
This character is the modern abbreviation for 57,
above. The “words” radical (57) is the radical in
about four modern characters, “sidewords” in
dozens of characters.
58
2 strokes
/ » ZHUI, dove. DOVE radical (208)
> o .
N Dictionaries often define zhul as a “short-tailed
R bird.” In some ancient texts, it specifically means
» » » “dove.” The older forms of the character were
- ’ | ’ | 15 clearly a picture of a bird. This character does
not exist as an independent character.
39 » »
8 strokes /FE /E

12
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o

»”L

il

60
10 strokes

iF

SHEI, who? whom? Also SHUI [A] L1

This character is probably a sound-meaning
compound. Zhut (59, p. 12) is supposed to sug-
gest the sound.

61
3 strokes

WA
fite

DA, be big. BIG radical (52) [A] L1

K is a man with arms extended: “big.” Daxiio,

size. (Abstract nouns in Chinese are often antonyms

combined, as if to say “the big and the small of it,

the size”; dudshdo “many/ few: how many” (see

380, p. 77); qingzhong “light/ heavy: weight”

(Pt. 2, p. 218a); kuanzhai “broad/ narrow: width”

(950), etc.)

K+AF dage  elder brother

K= daxué university

KK daifa  doctor L4

[ .

N

I\

2
4 strokes

FU, husband, “big man” [A]

A picture of a man with a hairpin—commonly

seen in ancient China.

KK daifu medical doctor (note change of
pronunciation for “KX” da — dai)
[A]L4

RN fiaren Mrs., Madam [A] L6

e N Mi faren Mrs. Ma, Madam Ma

7

63
4 strokes

TIAN, heaven, God, day, natural. HEAVEN
radical (90); see 66, p. 14 [A]

K. is said to be a picture of an anthropomorphic
deity. The form X yao “be gentle, tender,”
historically distinct from "X, is now, as radical,
considered a variant of K.

KK tiantian every day

K¥- tianzi  the emperor

=

u

AT

64
4 strokes

Qi, breath, vapors, exhalation, animus, en-
ergy, soul. BREATH radical (109) [A]

The character is a picture of breath passing off
in waves.

253, kongqi air L4

S EK qiqid  balloon

Al

13
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7

pa

T/

1

T

65
6 strokes

ZHU, bamboo. BAMBOO radical (178) [B]

This character is a good picture of the slender,

drooping leaves of the bamboo. The form is

modified (slightly) when this radical appears as

a part of characters (see 66, below).

Y17 zhdzi bamboo [B] L5

75 zhtmi  stick used as a toy horse

HHETS  qingméizhimi lovers who
know each other from childhood

VAYA Y

e

Vizan

i

XIAO, to laugh, smile; to ridicule [A] L2
One scholar says, “When bamboo takes the wind,
it leans back gently like a man who laughs.” That
may be better as a mnemonic than as a philologi-
cal explanation.

115 hidoxido  be easy to laugh at,
66 ViraullWar A be funny, be ridiculous
10 strokes _— % 5 xiaoxing  star comedian
ER, child, son; R, suffix to nouns (rarely to
J j L verbs). SON radical (29) [A]
Anciently, this radical was recognized as the
“legs” radical. Its use now, however, is primarily
as the short form for 5t “son, child,” 5, being a
picture of a child with open fontanel.
7 JLT érzi son[A]L1
JLZ érnii sons and daughters,
2 strokes ¢ E_EIA

children [C]

J

WANG, be lame; Y()U, still; a family name.
LAME radical (53)

This is a picture of two legs, one shorter than the
other to suggest lameness. The horizontal stroke
serves to emphasize the unequal length of the two
legs. In independent use only as a variant for 7
(394, p. 79), whence the pronunciation you.

68 Distinguish from & (61, p. 13) and JC (69).
3 strokes
—_— — WfJ, to lack, not to have; not... (negator of
] } verbs) [B] L4
A Distinguish from JC (89, p. 18).
| JC A wiirén unmanned; depopulated;
L self-service
J&71 wili  lack strength, feel weak;
69 be incapable of . . .
4 strokes TLRTE/N whdawidxisio regardless of

size, not knowing one’s social status 7~

14
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S > L WY _‘)_ XIN, be bitter, be toilsome; the eighth “heavenly
—_— stem” (used to enumerate items in an outline,
) / N like “H”” —eighth letter of the Western alphabet);
family name. BITTER radical (186) [A]
M /.| L. | Formore on the “heavenly stems,” see Lin Yutang'’s
Dictionary 1451f. Distinguish from ¢ “be lucky”
(next entry).
70 _\L‘ (MN) A standing 37. ten - is toilsome
7 strokes I 7% xinkd hard, painstaking L4
— | = | == | XING, lucky [A]
I a The student should learn to distinguish this
A) Z a character from the “bitter” character (70, above).
—_— A —- ——=. | “Lucky” has “earth” on top, “bitter”” has “lid” on
) N7 SZ | 1o
p-
SEfR xingfd  happiness L4
’7 1 ==Y 4\ by N
4| = >¢jz xingyun lucky L5
8 strokes A L\F“
WANG, king, family name. KING radical (88)
1= | | = F |
One explanation of wang is pretty philosophical

72
4 strokes

(even Confucius endorses it). As one scholar says:
“There are the three—Heaven, Earth, and Man: the
mediator between them is the king.” However, this
is wrong, as the oracle bone script clearly shows
wang being a picture of an axe, a king of violence
if you will.

E+ guéwang king

M

ZHU, dot. DOT radical (1)

73
1 stroke
— | — q: YU, jade. JADE radical (131) [B]
Originally this character was a picture of three
—_—ta

74
5 strokes

disks of jade (the horizontal strokes) strung to-

gether on a string (the vertical stroke). The dot

may have been added to distinguish “jade” from

“king” (72, above).

£F yushéu (bookish) a very white, beautiful
hand

15



75-79 « BASIC CHARACTERS

» » »
D B —
—1 a
A A
1 L |F|F
75
5 strokes

ZHIVJ, lord, host; principal; to indicate [A]

Zhu (73, p. 15) gives the sound; “king” suggests

the meaning. This is the phonetic in several com-

mon characters (see 76, 78, 79 below).

£ A zhirén host; landlord; master [B] L5

+7J zhuli main force (of a team, crew,
army, factory shift, etc.) [C]

|
b b

76
7 strokes

ZHU, to live, to stay; to stop; verb-ending [A] L1
This character is a sound-meaning compound.
The right part suggests the sound, and the “side-
man” radical suggests the meaning—a man stays
somewhere. )

As verb-ending, ¥ carries the idea of “stop,
stump, stymie; be stopped/stumped/stymied.” See
Chao Yuen Ren’s Grammar, 464-65. See also [7]{F:
(255, p. 52) and ME{T (488, p. 98).

{EfT zhuisué residence
{34l zhuizhi address

>
)

74

-\J/

77
3 strokes

SHUI, water. The “THREE-DOTS-WATER”
radical (40).

The other form of the “water” radical, which may
occur independently, is 473, p. 95. This radical
does not occur as an independent character. It
often appears as part of characters for liquids.

NS L
-y

‘4

78
8 strokes

ZHfJ, to comment on, to annotate; to concen-
trate on; note, commentary; to pour into; bet,
stake; a measure for business transactions or
for sums of money [A]

This character is a sound-meaning compound.
The right part suggests the sound, and the “three-
dots-water” radical suggests the meaning.

JE7 zhuyi  pay attention to

TE4f zhuishe injection

2

bl

-

I
l»

79
8 strokes

ZHU, to stop; be stationed at, posted to [C]

This character is a sound-meaning compound.
The right part suggests the sound, and the “horse”
radical suggests the meaning —originally a stop-
ping horse.

1% zhujiin station troops

BT

16
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MU, tree; be dull, stiff, “wooden” (meta-
phorically). TREE radical (94) [B]

The “tree” radical is a picture of a tree. As a
radical, it often occurs in characters for objects
made of wood. Distinguish it from 7K “grain”
(81, below), K “rice” (126, p. 26), and & “sift”
(620, p. 125).

80 v N . . .
4 strokes 4K timb  building and construction
K1) mumné honest and slow witted
—_— — HE, grain, especially rice. GRAIN radical
(149) [D]
Note the similarity between “grain” and 7K “tree”
(80, above). “Grain” has the left stroke across the
§| 5|E top to represent the head of ripened grain. Distin-
guish “grain” from >k “sift” (620, p. 125).
81 AH hémido seedlings of cereal
5 strokes

y:
J

AT

82
5 strokes

SHI, arrow; to vow. ARROW radical (148)

The character is a picture. The point of the ar-
row is at the top, and the feathers and notch are
at the bottom. Distinguish from shi %k “to mis-
place, lose; fail, be defeated” (83, below).

2
AN

T
T

o

SHI, to misplace, lose, fail; be defeated [B]
Distinguish from 25 “arrow,” above.

F4¢ diashi to lose sth
K5 shishen to lose one’s virginity

83
5 strokes
— | z—. | AL be short (not tall) [A] L3
;R é\: é\: 95 % is composed of “arrow” & + “grain” /&K +
“woman” 3L —all things which, within their
3 z - = classes, are generally shorter: arrows than spears,
95 i;;‘:‘ grain than trees, women than men. A useful mne-
monic, but not necessarily the etymology.
84 f%F 4#izi  short person, dwarf
13 strokes ;5% ;gzi % ¥%/]N  dixido be diminutive, under-sized
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85-89 « BASIC CHARACTERS

» o, h) WANG, to flee, to hide; be gone; to die; be
N | subjugated. FLEE radical (43) [C]

What is now “lid” (33, p. 7) was once A “enter”

(204, p.41) or A “person” (4, p. 1)—somebody

—Aa entering a corner or nook to hide in it. Basic

meaning, then, is “to flee, to hide.” The other

meanings are derived.

85
3 strokes HET. siwang death, to die L6
N , N , MANG, be busy [A] L2
—A r |1 is supposed to be a sound-meaning compound.

} Wang (85, above) supposedly suggests the
sound, and “heart” suggests the meaning.

A )| A ] Sl I S
° r I\ I\]: (MN) So busy! The heart wants to flee!
{Tf% mangld be busy L6

86
6 strokes
N XIN, heart. HEART radical (81) [A]
\ / / L J L In the old form of /[, it is easy to see the pic-
\ ture of a heart. In this form, the “heart” radical
} S occurs as an independent character and as an
/L\ element at the bottom of characters. Compare
with 19, p. 4.
%7 /ML xidio xin Be careful! [B] L4

Jof> wiaxin  not feel like it, not be in the
4 strokes mood for; unintentionally

7 'f 'f/ NIN, you [A] L2
&% is deferential, used to address elders and su-

/ J A periors. Note that the top of this character is /%
/D

/f,L, /f,T, /f/Tr “you” (39, p. 8).

8 PR |OR|IR
11 strokes I | I
— — ——~ | YUAN , first; “dollar,” Japanese “yen” [A]
ha— ] L2
The “legs” radical at the bottom represents a
— man: the “two” radical at the top represents his
—J ] | head. From “head” comes the idea of “primary™:

thus, “first.” JC is also sometimes used to write
[51], “dollar,” (Japanese) “yen” (826, p. 166).
(MN) Two children worth one dollar

—JC yiyuan one (Chinese) dollar

89
4 strokes
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 90-94

-

4
S

3 strokes

CHUO, to halt. HALT radical (47)

The character was a picture of a foot halted at a
crossroads. The “halt” radical does not occur as
an independent character but only as a part of
characters. Although being called a “halt” radi-
cal, this radical often relates to movement.

=

\._‘

L

YUAN, be far away; family name [A] L2

The “halt” radical is for meaning; yudn JT for
sound. Distinguish from = (93, below).

@j; yuanda be long-range [D]
I tidoyudin the long-jump
(MN) The cloud goes far away

91 N—
7 strokes m }\:%‘
I - _ YIjN, to say; a cloud; family name [A] L3
Z: Yiin originally was a picture and meant “cloud.”
It came to mean “to say” by sound-loan.
- 7% yhncai cloud (not colorful cloud though,
AN that would be ¥ 7%)
92
4 strokes (“cloud” Only) i:;—"‘:j‘
— Rt f YUN, to transport; fate, luck (A)
\ Distinguish from 1t (91, above). This character
Z E is a sound-meaning compound. The “cloud”
— | Y—= | Y— | part suggests the sound, and the “halt” radical
K K —IK suggests the meaning—movement.
2R, yunqi luck L5
N— 75 méiyun bad luck (lit. mold luck)
s |18 ,, =
7 strokes $:
3 FU, mound. LEFT-EAR radical (33)
Ig Fu was a picture of steps leading down from the
mound. In form, “mound” and “city” (191, p.39)
are identical, but because of their positioning
as part of characters, fu is called the “left-ear”
radical and “city” the “right-ear” radical. Neither
94 radical has anything to do, semantically, with
organs of hearing.
2 strokes
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95-99 « BASIC CHARACTERS

YUAN , public building; courtyard [A]
Yuan (89, p. 18) is used here to give the sound.

FZ¥ yuanzi courtyard
, | i 31‘ 313" zli? Bt yiyuan hospital L1
95 (ave 3&? gli-»
9 strokes — | PT L
—1 | YUAN, garden, park [A]
A This is another character in which JC gives the
’ l sound.
= 7: 7—.‘[: & gongyuan park L3
€T yudnding gardener, teacher
96 —
7 strokes JC
E— 7—‘ BU, a negative prefix for verbs and adverbs;
; | NOT radical (95) [A] L1
\ Bu is bi before a word in the 4th tone.
N A4 buhio It’s not very good; No good!
: | AR buhén  not very...
R hénbu  very un-...
97 At buméng  There’s no hurry; Take your
4 strokes time; Easy does it
TAI, extremely [A] L1
; ; : KIT. taimang  be too busy
KK taitai married lady, wife [B] L5
XK Tian taitai Mrs. Tian
i( KT taizi prince, crown prince
Distinguish from K (61), although etymologi-
98 cally they are the same word.
4 strokes
> > . | —> . | GAO, be tall; to tower; family name. TALL
— . ' | radical (218) [A] L2
':t Karlgren says “picture of a high building, a tower
I ':I l — = = gv(;g; roof and windows” (Analytic Dictionary
I HA gaodd  bebig and tall, be tall [B]
99 N N N 15 H gaozhong high school
= = | =k gaodi height (see frame 61, p. 13
10 strokes FJipJml on abstract nouns in Chinese)
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 100-104

A TN
=

A
b

Pl

GAO, to do, to make; to manage, to get; to
purge [A] LS

R giogui  tricks

=3 == | = | Ry | AT glohdo  do well
4 4 2 AR v es
> j: ] M % gioxido funny
100 2 | s g
= =) =)
13 strokes j:l : : Iﬁj
YOU, again. RIGHT-HAND radical (35) [A] L3
; R Adrawing of the right hand (compare “left hand,”
221, p. 45). 3 means “again” by sound-loan.
N AS youbu not at all ...
NE MK you gao you da be both tall and
big
101 MEUIN you di you xido  be both short
2 strokes and small
> = =3 =3 QIAO, to rap on; to blackmail; (colloquial) to
':' [J swindle, cheat [B] L4
The right-hand part, %2, was a radical in the
I nl =3 =l +r | | traditional system; it meant “to knock, to hit.”
[m] [=] [=] In HY it gives the meaning. Gao (99, p. 20) sug-
gests the sound.
102 =2 —.Eri F4T qgidodd beat
14 strokes IEJ IEJ
- = GAO, stalk (of grain); draft, sketch; manu-
-IQ:'—‘ script [C]
A sound-meaning compound. Gao suggests the
I I:I l —— | sound, while hé suggests the meaning.
T * * T gaozi draft; manuscript; plan, outline
[D]
103 *‘&T *‘ET *‘ET
15 strokes I—J IEJ
YUE, moon, month. MOON/MEAT radical
J | | J:J (118) [A] L1
H is a picture of the moon. As an independent
character, it means “moon.” But as a result of
modern simplifications, two traditional radi-
~y cals—“moon” and “meat” —which were identi-
cal in form have become one radical. “Meat” as
104 an independent character is [4 (1013, p. 203).
4 strokes H“% yueliang moon L3

Hf7 yuefen  month
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105-109 « BASIC CHARACTERS

> > > GAO, ointment; fat; grease; be oily, rich
=1 =1 ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’
'4—":, ! sleek [C]
/ — 7 The “moon/meat” radical —with the signifi-
B =7 =5 | cation here of “meat”—gives the meaning. (=
~ T = 'I'z" ga0 (99, p. 20) gives the sound.
24 gaoyao adhesive plaster
A A A 2k p=o 3 a ]
105 ==l == 2j% yaogdo ointment
14 strokes 3 3 B
KE, may, can; to suit; certainly [A]
I I The origin of this character is unclear.
| FX kéxido be laughable [C] L6
0 | A kékdu to “suit your mouth,” to taste
good [D] L6
/RA] - buké  should not
106 Al kéxin  be satisfying, pleasing
5 strokes AJA]  kéké  cocoa
T (A ZR) kékdukéle Coca (cola)
3 I3 3— A, prefix for people’s names [B]
This character originally meant “slope.” “Mound”
D (94, p. 19) suggested the meaning, and ké (106,
3_‘ (oo 3_‘ above) suggested the sound. As a prefix, it is
I 1l H used by sound-loan.
Fi[] amén  Amen (in prayer)
107 gﬂ‘ f= A-Gao (O1d) Gao (our friend or
7 strokes acquaintance, Mr. Gao)
Aj; a sentence-final particle—for questions,
I n I] exclamations, commands, warnings, remind-
ers, emphatic pauses, enumerations, direct
address, and impatient statements. [A] L3
I]g I]B I]Ig—_ Sound-loan, reclarified with “mouth.”
2N hioleia (I'm) really tired!*
108 I] I] I] /ICART - xido xina Be careful!
10 strokes Ig-l_‘ Ig—n_‘ m
g No pronunciation; radical (124), “top of 3%
R = R ’ P
=F yi1 was a picture of a hand holding the Chinese
writing brush. £ yi1, once the “brush” radical,
{F‘ is no longer a radical.
109
4 strokes

*Perhaps more correctly, for euphonic reasons, i 2 hiio 1&i ya. For ', see 672, p. 135.

22




BASIC CHARACTERS « 110-114

110
4 strokes

YUE, to say. SAY radical (104) [D]

Yueé has a stroke inside the mouth, perhaps to
suggest the tongue moving. Learn to tell “say” -1
from H “sun” (179, p. 36). In “say” (but never
in “sun”) the inner stroke is usually incomplete
(stops short of the right vertical stroke). Also,
“say” is shorter and fatter than “sun.” Bookish.

FH ziyue Confucius said

‘_%

111
4 strokes

SHU, book; letter; document; to write [A] L1

Shii used to be brush over yug, “say” (see frame,
bottom right). Now, it’s pretty abstract.

F4 shoushi to write in your own hand; a
personal letter

K15 tianshii  a book from outer space —
abstruse or illegible writing

1545 qingsh@i love letter ==

=

L

112
2 strokes

JIE, seal (as in “seal ring”). SEAL radical
(32)

The student should learn to tell the “seal” radical
from the “right-ear” radical (191, p. 39). Like
the “right-ear” radical, jié appears always at the
right-hand side of characters (with one excep-
tion, where jié appears top-center). Seldom used
independently.

S

j:j

i

BAO, to announce, report; newspaper; to
requite [A]

The old form of bao meant “requite” because it
was a picture of a man kneeling, in manacles,
with a hand to mete out punishment. Other mean-
ings by sound-loan.

/NI xiZobao tabloid

113
7 strokes j:& 45 baozhi newspaper L2 %E
— — — MAO, hair, fur, feathers; wool; mildew; semi-
— | finished; gross (not net); a measure for dimes;
family name. FUR radical (112) [A] LS
Mado is a picture of an animal’s pelt. Distin-
% guish from F “hand” (27, p. 6).
EX maofa hair
114 EM maojin towel L5
4 strokes
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115-119 « BASIC CHARACTERS

BI, brush, writing instrument [A]

/ /- AR I
%€ appears nicely to combine meanings, for the
traditional Chinese writing brush is made of hair
Y PP /‘j + bamboo. Note that the traditional form also
makes sense.
FEZ mdobi writing brush [C]
2505 bixin encil-lead; refill for ball-point
115 S| S| A P Pk
10 strokes — | = Eé pen é
. - - :I: WAN, to play, to amuse oneseleA] L2
A sound-meaning compound. JC yudn (89,
- p- 18) suggests the sound. The “king” is undoubt-
o I I_‘ I: edly a survival of the time when “king” -+ was an
alternative form of the “jade” radical & —toys
being often made of jade.
116 — — B’k wanxido a joke [C]
8 strokes I’ I” HIT gliwan  antique
/ )2 £ |J IN, gold, metals; family name. SIDE-GOLD
radical (147)
The radical in over 200 characters, this form
E does not occur independently (see 218, p. 44,
— % for the independent form of “gold, metals™).
Often in characters for various metals or metal-
lic objects.
117
5 strokes ﬁ

=

118
3 strokes

SHAN, mountain. MOUNTAIN radical (60)
[A]

1] is a picture. In old forms, it is clearly three
peaks sticking up. Il often occurs independently
as a character and means “mountain” or “hill.”

11T shankéu mountain pass; a common
Japanese family name.
J€1l] pashan  mountain climbing L3

=

119
4 strokes

GANG, ridge [D]

In the traditional form (see below, this frame),
the “X” inside of X had “mountain” as part
of it. That has been lost in the modern simpli-
fied form.

111X shangang low hill, hillock [D]

[
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BASIC CHARACTERS -« 120-124

GANG, steel; GAN G, to sharpen, whet [A]
This is a sound-meaning compound: % “side-
gold” (“metals”) for meaning, gang (119,
p. 24) for sound.

M€ gangbi (modern) pen [A]

K549 lingang steelmaking

A

Hr | sy | W

9 sirzo(i(es %I_J ﬂ élﬁ[

GANG, just now; exactly; only; to be firm,

1| =8| B T
|

| |7 be hard [B]
X I h N7 gangeai  just now [A] L3
NIFI ganggang be exactly...; just now [B] L4
m IX | IX IJ Ni4f ganghio Perfect!

121

6 strokes lﬁm

r [ GANG, ridge; mound or hill; sentry [C]

E

M7 gingwei postL6

I x I vl zhanging stand guard

pby | by | Ly
| || /]
122 == .
7 strokes x IE‘[
/ Q é GANG, main rope of a net; essential principle;
£ discipline; authority [C]
X The “silk” radical helps with the meaning. The
é é é right part suggests the sound. Original meaning
/l /I_J /IZI might have been: rope made of silk.

ZM% gangyao outline

123 QIXI ZNH gangmu detailed outline(of a subject)

7 strokes - /%lﬁl
K BA, eight. EIGHT radical (24) [A] L1
/ / There are a number of common modern charac-
ters in which this radical appears in the form ~,
so the student should learn both forms. The form
here is the independent form.
F/\ wangba tortoise; (vulgar, abusive)
124 cuckold
2 strokes M jiba (abusive) dick

25



125-129 « BASIC CHARACTERS

%)1

f‘

I

125
10 strokes

i
ih

QIAN, lead (the metal) [A]

The “side-gold” radical suggests that it is a
metal.

% qianbi pencil [A] L3

i

N/

| TR

M/

C|EEET

}'L

*

126
6 strokes

MI, rice; a family name. RICE radical (159)
[A]L3

K was originally a picture of rice growing in a
paddy —some argue that the horizontal stroke
represents the water that stands in paddies.

7

Distinguish from >&K “sift” (620, p. 125), from
7} “grain” (81, p. 17), and from A “tree” (80
p. 17). See next two items for mi as a phonetic.
KoK dami  rice

AR mifan cooked rice L1

AR

B

127
9 strokes

Mf, to get lost; to get dirt in your eye; to
develop an (unreasonable) passion for; fan,
“bug” [B]

P mila lose one’s way, get lost L5
PK'E migong labyrinth

V)

—
R

M, riddle [C]

(MN) “Get lost” in “words” = riddle
WIE miyt riddle L5

I8 midi  answer of a riddle

%3:7&

128 ‘\* ‘%}k My
11 strokes 1/ 1/ 1/)&
129
5 strokes

MU, eye. EYE radical (141) [A]

This character is a picture. Learn to distinguish
the “eye” radical from the “small nose” radical
H (619, p. 124).

FH shimit booklist, catalog of book titles

HHJC A muzhongwiirén be supercilious,
haughty; consider no one worth your
time
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BASIC CHARACTERS - 130-134

MI, narrow your eyes; (dialect) take a nap;
MI, get into a person’s eyes (dust, dirt) [C] L6

The function of the “eye” on the left is obvious.
k4% mifeng narrow (one’s eyes)

130 WA H\ /. H\ /.
11 strokes H}\i{
DAO, knife. KNIFE radical (27) [A] L4
] ; ] The form 7 ,seen in some combinations, is also
classified as radical (27).
71 is a picture. Distinguish it from JJ “strength”
(11,p. 3).
JJF- daozi  knife [B]
131 JJI1 daokdu knife edge; a crucial point;
2 strokes incision

HAJ] ribéndao katana (dagger, knife)

63\

/\

FEN , to divide; a fraction; a very small part;
FEN, a component; a share, one’s lot [A] L3
The “eight” is a picture of something being cut in
two by the knife. 43 is phonetic in several items,
where it may give the rhyme (-en, -an, -in).

5T fenshou to part with somebody L6

530> fenxin

132 to distract somebody
4 strokes
/ / FEN, share, portion; a measure for portions
A
Compare with 43 (132, above).
) , /f/\ /f/\ /f/\ {74 fen’é share; portion
133
6 strokes
N Ny e FEN, dust, powder, rice noodle [B]
A / / \ Face powder used to be made of rice. Fén is a
sound-meaning compound: “rice” for meaning,
; | NI NI NI fen (132, above) to suggest the sound.
+ 7|‘ 7|° ¥4 fénbi  chalk
AR fénmod powder L6
134 N VAR VAN /AN
10 strokes 7IQ, 7IQ,—J 7IQ],J
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135-139 « BASIC CHARACTERS

FEN, be tangled, be confusing; be profuse
[B]

Q \|" |

/ The “silk” radical may help with the meaning.
Fen (132, p. 27) gives the sound.

-

A6E

AN

Z3%5  fenfen one after another; be numerous
and confused L5

135 Q AN 217}y jinfen dispute L6
7 strokes - )J %{j}
I n I] FEN, first syllable of "} Hf fenfu, to give some-
body an order (instruction), to tell somebody

n/ \ to do something [B]
)j I]/\ /\ | For Iff, see 908, p. 182.

=
.|

136 I]/\

7 strokes

1 1 PAN , to hope for; to look [B]

/ \ The “eye” radical helps with the meaning here.
)j 73 (132, p. 27) gives, if imperfectly, the sound.

Wy panwang look forward to L5

y————
N~

137 j/\

—_
=

radical Ifll (1010, p. 203).
#7lll qimin containers and untensils

A\
9 strokes 2 _J
| I_] "—] MIN, dish. DISH radical (146)
A picture of a bowl. Distinguish from the “blood”

138
5 strokes

PEN, pot, basin, container [B] L5

/7ﬁ\ A sound-meaning compound.

%7 pénzi basin

N
N
¢
N

4

Tt [+ |5 | &
139 AN AN YA
9 strokes
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BASIC CHARACTERS - 140-144

)]

N

N

140
4 strokes

BEI, a cowrie; a family name. COWRIE radi-
cal (106) [D]

A cowrie is a small, yellowish-white shell “with
a fine gloss, used by various peoples as money”’
(Century Dictionary). Cowries used to be money
in ancient China. The “cowrie” radical appears
in characters for value, money, business transac-
tions, etc.

D5 beiké shell L6 =
Ui beikehanmii (David) Beckham 5=,

N~
IS

jtl\

\

?

®

141
8 strokes

PiN, be poor, insufficient [C]

7% looks like a meaning-meaning compound:
“to divide” + “the cowries” (money) = “to be
poor.”

%45 pingiong poor

A pinmin  poor people; pauper

N
(l

\

~

71

AR
TR

s

7

142
7 strokes

—
S5

BAN, to act (in a play); disguise yourself as;
make a face [B]

$&777 zhuangban dress up

37  banyin play the role

/ J— | /== | FEN, atmosphere [C]
/ —A This character has 43 fen (132) for sound and “<,
/ \ “breath, vapors” (64, p. 13) for meaning.
] ’ /_‘:L //:(‘ //:\i‘ A4 qifen ambience L6
143 /:: /::
8 strokes gk R /:?
» L EDQ R N Li, to stand; to cause to stand, to set up; to
A . ) be standing: be upright, vertical; to exist, to
live; immediate (right away, instant). STAND
\ { oy | radical (126) [A]
\/ ) Z Pha7 dali independent L5
Hi57. zhonghi neutral
144 A like right away L5
5 strokes
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145-149 « BASIC CHARACTERS

I I_l I:l Li, village; li, a unit of distance (% of an English
mile); lining; inside, in. VILLAGE radical (195)

[A]L1
A meaning-meaning compound: “land” + “fields”
% = “village.” Other meanings by sound-loan. Its
— meaning “inside, in” gives H the function of turn-
ing some nouns and pronouns into place-words.

— 1 A

145 Consult a grammar (e.g., Chao 620-24).*
7 strokes % B4 Nbian inside %‘ / >

WE gili  hometown %E

— — :I: Li, grain (e.g., of wood); principle; reason,

- logic, truth; (by metonymy) natural science;

to set in order; to speak to; to pay attention
to [A]

}I }I—] ! originally meant “veins in jade” and was a
sound-meaning compound.

|
L
H

146 H H I@ﬁﬁ liji¢ understand L4
} }_A }E % Ilan theory L5

11 strokes

Lf, afraction, a smallest part; 0.33 millimetre;
0.05 gram; 0.667 square meters; a mill, one
thousandth of a (Chinese) dollar (yuan); a unit
of monthly interest—0.01% ; a unit of annual
interest—1% [B]

JEK 1imi centimeter L5

)::.‘ I

147 El
9 strokes } - } $

||
(iR

|
— A I]

)ﬂ
B2
LI, LI, see below (B)

The mouth [ at the side warns, as often,
that the character is to be read for its sound
value alone. "™ 1T is used to write such imitative
vernacular expressions as P 11 Intlala, “off
and on, scattered,” and (as li) at the end of an

obvious statement (“..., of course”) or after items
in a list of examples, or to transliterate foreign
words as B (Jelly) Mi: see Pt. 2, p. 219a.

IEEREE.

148
10 strokes I]E I]$
T()NG, child; children; a family name [B]

_ﬁ‘ TEL téngnli maiden, virgin

E El #.0» téngxin childlike innocence of an old

\ - | =2 | = ‘ man; playfulness of a young man
[ I'T | %% ténghua fairy tale L6
(MN) A child stands inside
149 7 | = | =
12 strokes =] = E‘

*The meanings “lining; inside, in,” and the related grammatical function, are a different word than
“village.” They attach to this character because ' is now also used as a sound-loan for a word that,
before the script reform, was written with the “gown” radical: % or #.



BASIC CHARACTERS e 150-154

ZHONG, middle; Chinese; ZHONG, hit the
middle, fit perfectly; be hit or affected by;
MIDDLE radical (105) [A]

The downstroke through the center of the rect-
angle suggests “middle.”

HLy  zhongxin center, core [B] L5

Hi57 zhonghi  “standing in the middle,”

150
4 strokes i.e., neutrality [D] L6
1 Zhongué China L1
g / Is £ ZHONG, clock; a family name [A] L4
f‘ The “gold” radical here signifies some object
made of metal, and the “middle” radical gives
/& the sound: a sound-meaning compound.
- % %I +43%h shifen zhong ten minutes
— LB yijianzhongqing love at first
151 sight
9 strokes %I_l %D %LP ﬁ%‘:
S > S Y 7— YI, gown. GOWN radical (161) [A]
This character is a picture. The gown’s sleeves
and skirt can be seen clearly in older forms. As a
= part of characters, this radical often (not always)
means that that character refers to an article of
clothing.
152 FEAK maoyl (wool) sweater [B]
6 strokes KA< dayt  overcoat
g — —= | No pronunciation. Radical (89) “Top of "
—_— (see 249, p. 50).
-—3 A
a See also the next character.
153
4 strokes
g s _L BIAO, to show; be on the surface, be external;

-— A
—

'
71 X |==|== ==
7|t
154
8 strokes -

list, form; meter, gauge; watch (timepiece) [A]
Some say bido once meant “overcoat” and came
to its other meanings by sound-loan—but more
likely “overcoat” and “to show” are cognate
words (the overcoat: the external coat).

F& shoubiio wristwatch [B] L2

(“watch” only) \,éu%%
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155-159 « BASIC CHARACTERS

—1 | GUO, nation [A]
—a H Zhonggu6é  China, the “Middle
_\‘ Kingdom” L1
a — ER EE E+  guéwang king [B]
H137[F zhongli gué a neutral nation
FHE  Méigué the US.A.

—
—

155 EE EE

8 strokes

Y,

» \ Vs 2. | YANG, sheep, goat; a family name. SHEEP

VN radical (157) [A]
Yang is a picture. The “eight” radical at the
— D2 | DA > top gives the horns. Other forms in which this
— EI__Z:A radical may appear, as part of characters, are

= and 7.
156 /J\ﬂ:E xiaoyang lamb
6 strokes 1115 shanyang mountain goat
N 2 N ># | =2+ | MEL be beautiful [B]
. N This character is supposed to be a meaning-
A meaning compound; one dictionary says, “If the

sheep is big, it will be beautiful.” Plumpness in
women has often been considered beautiful.

< | ==

F#E Méigué America, the US.A.
FUF méihdio be fine, happy, glorious [B]

157 e

9 strokes

X1, dusk. DUSK radical (64) [D]

The character is a drawing of the moon, to sug-
\ gest “dusk.” Learn to tell “ dusk” from the “chip”
radical 4 (408, p. 82).

S xiyang the setting sun L6

|
3| | #
| |

158
3 strokes
BU, to divine. BO, as in & |* radish. DIVINE
radical (16) [B]
\ In the Shang Dynasty (1751-1122 B.c.), the kings

divined by scratching messages on tortoise shells.
A professional diviner applied heat to the shell
until it cracked, then read the cracks to divine.

159 The “divine” radical is supposed to represent the

divination cracks in the shell.
2 strokes
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 160-164

WAI, outside; relatives of one’s mother, sis-
ters, or daughters [A] L2
The “dusk” radical, and “divine.” The oracle

crack appeared on the outside of the tortoise
shell.

ANE waigué  foreign country [A]
4pbF  waibidio surface, appearance [D] L6

A )
160
5 strokes
— = | ==
K
161 0 | ==
9 strokes /I:l /IE[

KAN, to look at; KAN, to look after, take care
of [A] L1

A meaning-meaning compound: “hand” over
“eye” to suggest “to look at.” Note that the

“hand” radical is slightly altered. Distinguish
“look at” from % (586, p. 118).

&' kanzhong to select, choose
&1l kanmén  to act as doorkeeper

J L

BN{

~/|=

T=H | | | 2

162
6 strokes

XI, west. COVER radical (166) [A] L3

X1 came to be the “cover” radical when, because of
similarities in form, script-reformers put it together
with a traditional “cover” radical. As a radical, it
appears at the top of characters. It is a picture of a
bird nest and originally meant “to nest.” “West” by
sound-loan. Distinguish from FY the “wine” radical
(474,p.95).

Vi xiblan  west side

PN xigua  watermelon L2

Pi%4¢ xican  Western-style food

) — —
==
™~
163 =B | =B
9 strokes 1 /I_I

GUi, be expensive, precious [A] L2

Gui is a sound-meaning compound. The top part,
no longer used as an independent character, gave
the sound, and “cowrie” suggests the meaning.

Bl kégui  be valuable, deserve commenda-

tion [D]
A\ guirén government VIP, (obsolete)
concubine of the emperor. %.

=

i
g | J| k| R

164
7 strokes

GENG, still more; GENG, to change; a
“watch” (two-hour period of the night) [A]
L3

The modern character is too much changed to
make the explanation helpful.

CaksS ggnghéo be better; even more
IR S gengkuai génggao genggidng
Faster, Higher, Stronger
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165-169 « BASIC CHARACTERS

/

BIAN, be convenient; PIAN , the first syllable

of pidnyi, be inexpensive [A] LS

/M xidiobian to piss, a piss [C]

KAE dabian  to shit, defecation [C]

i bianyt street clothes, “civvies”; plain-
clothesman

No pronunciation. “SIDE-SIGN” radical (87)

Pre script reform, this was a variant of the
“sign” radical (899, p. 180). Consistent with
the reformist principle “what you see is what
you get,” it is now a separate radical. “Sign” in
the sense of “signs from heaven” as well as “to
exhibit, show.”

Distinguish from *, “side-gown” (290, p. 59),
which has one more dot on the right side.

QIE, further [A]

Some say the character is a drawing of an an-
cestral tablet. Some say a chopping block to
put sacrifices on, some say it is a picture of a
penis. Originally it stood for a word meaning
“ancestor” or “grandfather.” Now it is used by
sound-loan. It appears as the sound element in a
number of characters (see below), where it has
the value zu or cu.

H18 qiéman wait a moment

ZU, grandfather; ancestor; family name [A]

1 ztigué fatherland [A]
fHAZ zufa  grandfather [C]

==
| |fe
oumes | 5 |5 | {8
AR
f

[T A

-« | H|H
N ERE;
(A A
sumes | A [FH | FH
—F
A
10 slt?(?kes *n *H *ﬁ

ZU, rent, to rent [A]; hire, lease

Rent traditionally was land rent and was paid
in grain, hence the “grain” radical in this char-
acter.

#HP5 zufing tenement

FH/' zahu  the lessee, tenant
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BASIC CHARACTERS » 170-174

ZIVJ, to organize; a unit of organization, such
as a section or department [A]

H. is the sound element here, for zi1. “Silk” is

é é é for meaning (build up threads).
SEREIRE P

NS

Z1 zuzhi  organize, organization
I
8 strokes - -

radical works for the meaning.

R lll ﬂl * #Ly clixin  be careless, thoughtless L4
FIA ctirén rough/uncouth person

2051 zilyuAn member
N N V2 CU, be coarse (not fine) [B]
\ |/ H. works as phonetic here, for cii. The “rice”

naoes | A{FH [#H

intended to help with the meaning. H. gives the

Igl_] ISH BH sound zu here.
A . . .
FH27 =ztli obstruction; (physics) resistance,

3 Ig Igl ZU, to block, to obstruct [C]
lg The “mound” radical (“left ear,” (94, p. 19)) is

drag [C]
172 Iﬁ
7 strokes
N > ) > | YI, be appropriate [A]
J 7 The character is a picture of “the sacred pole of
the altar of the soil, behung with ... meat” (Karl-
| ==>—> | />~ | gren, Grammata Serica Recensa 21). It meant
a | n H “sacrifice to the earth god.” It is used for “be
appropriate” by sound-loan.
173 e B W s {#'H pidnyi be inexpensive [A] L2
3 strokes H E B yirén pleasant, delightful
R ) — YAO, to want, to ask for; be “wanted,” be
i i important, essential [A] 1.2
A F N yaorén important person (usually a
é 2 = (RAN] [aa ] government official)
#H AN yaobu otherwise, or else, or [C]

1 yaohdo be on good terms, be friends;

%‘ be eager to improve yourself [C]

174 %
9 strokes

R
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175-179 « BASIC CHARACTERS

WANG, net. NET radical (145)

':I:Ij I A picture of a net.
"1s not seen as an independent character. It ap-
| o pears as aradical in about 20 modern characters,
always at the top.
175
5 strokes
N N N T()U, the head; a suffix used to form nouns
N and noun-phrases; a bulb (of garlic); a mea-
N sure-word for certain animals [A]
N N (MN) The “big” radical (61, p. 13) in téou should
N be thought of as the drawing of a man and the two
dots as an indicator: “the top part,” i.e. “head”
176 A=k mutou wood; a fool [B] L5
5 strokes T‘
e
— NN MAL, to buy [A] L1
~N The simplified form is a stylistic abbreviation
N of its traditional counterpart. The pre-reform
NEEEN I SN ' 7 | character (see below) had an eye watching the
4 X | cowries (money), making a pretty good meaning-
meaning compound.
177 375 maifang  buyer
6 strokes SEHE maijin to buy; purchase %ﬂ
— | | = MAL to sell [A] L2
I In the pre-reform character, the “ten” radical at the
~N [ 7 top was —I- shi “knight” (see 35, p. 8) —perhaps a
> —f- | —f—= | —f— [ supervisor or assistant working with the seller to
7| N 7| 2 | make sure the seller got it right. Although this is

more of a mnemonic than a real etymology.

SCSE maimai  business [B]

178 =+ F5 SEE  maigué  be a traitor [D] =
8swokes | 7 | O (MN) Sell ten things you have bought ~ B=
RI, sun. SUN radical (103) [A] L1
| I_I H Ri is a picture. Distinguish “sun” from “say” F.
See 110, p. 23.
H-F rizi day, date; period of time; life,
~ livelihood [A]
EI HJC riyudn Japanese yen (unit of money).
[B] (H here is short for H 7 Riben,
Japan. 7K: see 308.)
179 H® ribao  daily newspaper [C]
4 strokes Note that in slang, H can mean the F word (both

literally and metaphorically)
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BASIC CHARACTERS - 180-184

—
—

180
4 strokes

No pronunciation; radical of ‘“old” (see next)
and three other characters. OLD radical
92)

This seems to be an abbreviated form of 181,
below, which is explained as a picture of an old
man with long hair and a cane (analyzable as
“earth-left-ladle”).

Three of this radical’s compounds have to do
with age or seniority.

—
—_—

g

s

181
6 strokes

LAO, be old. [A] L3

% ldoer second son or daughter, (slang)
penis [A]

# N ldorén old person; “old folks” —grand-
parents (or old parents) [B]

Z/]N ldoxido young and old, family

Z KK laotaitai old lady, my ma [B]

¥l 1Hotéur  old coot [B]

&3LF ldotéuzi old fart, (colloquial) my
“old man” (= husband)

—
—_—

+

182
8 strokes

ZHE, a suffix to verbs: verb + zhe means “a
person who....” Compare with English suffix
“_er.’ [ A]

# gives the sound in several characters (see the
following few items).

%% ldozhé  anold guy,old guys
YE# zudzhé  author L4

uxﬁj\%*-\k

183
3 strokes

QUAN, dog. SIDE-DOG radical (69)

As a radical, 7 appears at the side of characters
(about 60 characters). K (638, p. 128) also
means “dog” (they were the same radical before
script reform). 74 appears often in characters for
medium-size animals (pig, wolf, monkey, otter,
cat—even lion) and for such qualities as ferocity,
cruelty, courage, impetuosity.

/]

3’—[*

184
11 strokes

BT

ZHU, pig [A] L4

The “side-dog” radical helps with the meaning;
# (182, above) is there for the sound.

%HE zhiipai pork chop
¥4 zhiirou pork

4é
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185-189 « BASIC CHARACTERS

VAR R

1

| K

Dy | o b

ZHU, to boil, cook up [B] L5
“Fire-dots” for meaning, # (182, p. 37) for
sound.

4% zhiqi  boiler
ZY zhifan cook rice, cook a meal

| B ¥

=

e

185
12 strokes ) JNN ﬁ
——- | ZHU, to spread out, to display, be displayed;
‘—I'—!—‘ to author [B]
,/ a & zhuzhé  writer, author
A i s - #% mingzhlt masterpiece
186 ——- | g
11 strokes %‘ %‘
1 |

SHU, summer, summer heat [B]

The “sun” radical H gives the meaning. % (182)
may help with the sound.

2

/.

]

+

%

189
11 strokes

e

e

DU, to stop up; to stifle, be stifled; (book-
ish) wall; (often metaphorically: ‘“a wall of
spectators” [meaning many]); a measure for
walls [B]

The “earth” radical I is the meaning part of
this compound.

L59E duse  stop up L6

¥ diiche traffic jam L4

A = B =] 5‘ & shujid summer vacation
Z# shire summer heat
12 strokes
g / Q Q XU, end of a thread; clue; to be together; suc-
— -Ac £ cession; dynasty; profession [B]
v “Silk” £ is there for the meaning.
— + 4. | 4% xalin introduction
/ =
ANEANE
188
11 strokes é#‘ é% /% )%%
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 190-194

=3

-~

190
13 strokes

SHU, an office, a government office; to ar-
range a piece of work; to handle as a deputy;
to put your signature to [C]

Karlgren sees “net” ™" as the meaning component

and 7 zhé (182, p. 37) as the sound component
in this character.

4 shiming signature

191
2 strokes

Y1, city. “RIGHT-EAR?” radical (34)

Learn to tell this radical from the “mound” radi-
cal (94, p. 19). In form, “mound” and “city” are
identical, but because of where they appear as
part of characters, “mound” is called the “left-
ear” radical and “city” the “right-ear” radical.
Neither character means “ear.”

192
10 strokes

o | W

DOU, all; DU, metropolis, capital [A] L1

In the sense of “metropolis,” this character is
a sound-meaning compound; “city” gives the
meaning, and zhé (182, p. 37) once gave the
sound. In the sense of “all,” it is used by sound-
loan.

#B/Z doushi  all
HH shéudd capital L4
# dashi  city

193
3 strokes

GONG, clasped hands. CLASP radical (51)

Gong is a picture of two clasped hands. Not now
in use as an independent character. Distinguish
from +, the “grass” radical (16, p. 4) and from
T (194, below)

194
4 strokes

NIAN, twenty. TWENTY radical (93)

This character is formed of two “ten” radicals
written together. This character is normally read
aloud simply as .- érshi—“twenty.”
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195-199 « BASIC CHARACTERS

GAN, to taste sweet; a family name. SWEET

A h radical (135) [C]
(MN) I being a picture of the mouth, the hori-
| zontal line being something sweet inside
| I EI-‘ HE gantian sweet, luscious
195
5 strokes
HUO, perhaps; or [A]
A | . . e
Originally, this character meant “nation.” As
I:l “nation,” it combined meanings: “lance” (for
the army) + “mouth” (for a language) + “earth.”
v H E (“Earth” got corrupted into the “one” radical.)
Compare with the traditional form of & (155, p.
196 S 32). B, = “perhaps” and “or” by sound-loan.
8 strokes EQ B 5 huodxit maybe; perhaps L6
— |\ FANG, basket. BASKET radical [15]
_‘ . . .
| I The “basket” radical is a picture. The basket ap-
pears to be turned on its side, with the open top
to the right. Not in modern use as an independent
— character.
197
2 strokes

Pi, mate; one half of a pair [B] L5

—JLY yipimd a horse, one horse

UK pifa ordinary man; “dummy,” stupid
fellow

EZR 4T, ILRATT  gubjiaxingwang,
pifiiyouzé Rise and fall of a nation
rests with every one of its citizens

198
4 strokes
SI, four [A] L1
L | This is an arbitrary symbol. Memorize it.
VO sishia “The Four Books,” the “core
I ” | )L classics” of Confucianism
199
5 strokes
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BASIC CHARACTERS e« 200-204

200
4 strokes

WU, five [A] L1
(MN) Tilted king with a stick

Tt wushi fifty
+7+. shiwu fifteen

/N

S

LIU, six [A] L1

751 lishii  the six categories of Chinese
characters (see pp. Xii—xiv)

201
4 strokes

A QI, seven [A] L1
The student will want to distinguish £ from the
“ladle” radical & (41, p.9).

44 qixi the seventh night of the seventh lunar
month—the one night of the year, ac-
cording to myth, that the legendary lov-

202 ers “The Cowboy” and “The Weaver
Girl” get to spend together
2 strokes
J JIU, nine [A] L1
JUK  jintian “Ninth Heaven,” the highest
of heavens (the Western world has
“seventh heaven”)
203
2 strokes

RU, to enter [B]

/ Distinguish “enter” from “person” A (4,p.1).As
independent characters, they have different pro-
nunciations and meanings —but as radicals they
are grouped as one in modern dictionaries.
AH rukéu entrance [D] L4

204 AT rushéu put your hand in, get started,
2 strokes make a beginning [D]
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205-209 « BASIC CHARACTERS

/

{l

/f_

T

SHEN, the first syllable of shénme what? [A]
SHI, miscellaneous

1 is ubiquitous as shén; as shi, rarely seen.
fT47 shijin assorted

205
4 strokes %
ME, the second syllable of shénme what?
/ Z Z\ [A]
f ft2. shénme what? [A] L1
206
3 strokes Z,Z,f

T

T

I_A
T~
207

10 strokes

| X

ZHUO, table [A]

The “tree” radical at the bottom gives a clue that
this character stands for a word referring to some
object made of wood. Suggest remembering as
“divine,” “sun” and “wood.”

7 zhuozi  table [A] L1
J55 shiizhud writing desk

o<

=1

|

P oA | A

208
8 strokes

Qi, be weird [B]

Qi is said to be a meaning-meaning compound.
(MN) “Big” + “be able” = “be weird”

IF&F haoqi be curious, be interested in oddities
or just many things [C] L5

If#1:0 haoqixin curiosity (state of mind,
not a thing)

Py

&)

Il Rl =Y B I I

209
12 strokes

Y1, chair [A]

Yi is supposed to be a sound-meaning com-
pound: qi (208, above) for sound, “tree” for
meaning (= something made of wood).

fay - yizi  chair [A] L1

FEFT yadoyi rocking chair
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BASIC CHARACTERS » 210-214

DONG, east [A] L3

Originally a picture of a bundle, used for “east”
by sound-loan. Later scholars said the tradi-
tional form (see below) was “the sun tangled in
the branches of a tree, hence ‘east’—which of
course was not correct.” In Han-Ying Cidian, *®
is one of 11 “left-over” characters, not classified

210 under a radical.
5 strokes KiJ dongbian east side
/KZ%_dongjia__ host %
N — | = :E JIAN, be thin
Jian originally meant “be fierce, be cruel” and
was a meaning-meaning compound: two lances
> h] to suggest ferocity. It means “be thin” by sound-
loan.
211
5 strokes %
~ / /L‘ ,éi QIAN, money; a family name [A] L1
/ The “side-gold” radical (117, p. 24) gives the
meaning, and jian (211, above) suggests the
é % %/ sound.
JU4rEk jitifen gidan 9 cents
44 jin qidn money [D]
212 /L‘:: /L‘:E %£ HE A youqidnrén rich man .
10 strokes -F/ -E $§
N A N ~ QIAN, be shallow, superficial; be mild [A] L5
~N This would appear to be a sound-meaning com-
pound, like gidn “money” (212, above), but the
Y| — Ny meaning of “thin” may also be involved in the
sound-element =: “thin water.” Compare with
212, above.
213 J Nb) #ﬁk& shénqiin depth
8 strokes «/% /% (L qidnse  light-color \Z%
/ /\ /\ GE; a “measure,” used to enumerate nouns
I in the construction ‘“number + gé¢ + noun”; be
individual [A] L1
=/~ sange three ...
N geérén each person; oneself (B) L5
A7 gezi  stature (B) L4
214 )L gér  stature; each one (C)
NN Nad 5
3 strokes [~ gege all of '’em 1
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215-219 « BASIC CHARACTERS

><[,

215
4 strokes

WEN, pattern; language, literature, culture; civil

(as opposed to military); a family name. PATTERN

radical (84) [A]

Some argue that this was a picture: a man with patterns

worked onto his shirt/collar. But according to the oracle

bone script, it is more likely that the original meaning

is “pattern on the skin of the chest,” i.e., tattoo. Dis-

tinguish from “hand over” 32 (520, p. 105).

X zhongwén the Chinese language [A] L4

WE  wényan classical Chinese (compare with

11 “spoken language” in 427, p. 86) [D]

(-

216
7 strokes

ZHEI, ZHE, this [A] L1

Zhei normally appears in the construction “zhei

+ ‘measure’” or “zhei + ‘measure’ + noun”

(compare with 214, p. 43).

IX~ zheige this, this one [A]

iX7Z, zhéme so,thus, in this case, to this extent
or degree [A]

iXH zhéli  here [A]

iXJL zhér here [A]L1

=

{

Al

o
o~

217
6 strokes

NA, NEI, NE, that (opposite to “this”) [A] L1

A8 normally appears in the construction
“IB + ‘measure” or “HIf + ‘measure’ + noun”
(compare with 214 and 216).

AR/~ nage that, that one [A]

A8, name that being so, in that case, in that
way; to that extent [A]

ACHE mali  there [A]

ABJL mnar  there [A] L1

5

b

W

218
8 strokes

JIN, gold, metals; family name. GOLD radi-
cal (209) [B]

4 occurs as an independent character and means
“gold” or “metals.” As aradical, it appears in four
or five modern characters. “Side-gold” (117, p.
24) is the radical in over 200 characters.

Fi4 wiijin the five metals (gold, silver, cop-
per, iron, and tin); metals generally

>

DREIE

N

A L

219
6 strokes

HE, to join, to bring together [A]

The root meaning of hé is “to join or close,” like
the two panels of a double door. The topmost
three strokes at one time meant “to come togeth-
er,” early dictionaries say. ““A meaning-meaning
compound: to close, like the mouth.”

A4 héjin alloy (lit. combined metals) [C]
204 zuhé to form; combination [D]
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BASIC CHARACTERS -« 220-224

s

220
9 strokes

GEI, to give; to allow; for (someone) ... ; J,
to supply [A] L2

25315 géi woshii  gives me books

25K géi wo kan let me look

25FK3K géi wo mai  buys for me

5T iyt to render

I\
A

\f

\f\\\g \\\g NN

221
2 strokes

No pronunciation. “Top-of /- ZUO” radical
(14)

This is a picture of a left hand. Compare with
the right-hand radical (101, p.21). Not in current
use as an independent character. As a modern
radical this form is called “top of 7= zué” (see
668, p. 134).

Al
| Y

222
6 strokes

YOU, to have; there is, there are [A] L1

The earliest forms show a hand taking hold of

a piece of meat—a symbol of having wealth.

H77 youh be energetic, strong [B]

H4H ydugian be rich

AIJELs you kou wi xin - speak sharply but
without malice [D]

—A
-— 1 A

I

GAN, shield; have to do with; be dry, be dried;
be empty; emptily, futilely; GAN, trunk, main
part; to do [A] L4

Gan depicts a shield; other meanings by sound-
loan. See next few items for 1~ as a phonetic with
various meaning elements.

T3 ganma (colloquial) What the h—!

3 22’1 What’s this all about?
strokes OR, What shall we do? [B]
N > N \z HAN, sweat [B] L4
N Han is a sound-meaning compound: “three-
— dots-water” for meaning, gan (223, above) for
N BNV “:I: sound.
‘{ ‘{ £ hanméo fine body-hair (human)
iT4# hanshan T-shirt
224
6 strokes
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225-229 « BASIC CHARACTERS

GAN, the liver [B]
J] ﬂ The sound is given by | (223, p. 45). “Meat”

helps with the meaning.

J | - — | JHE  ganzang liver
IMH xingan  my darling, baby, sweetie

(lit. my heart and liver)
225
7 strokes

b

L

L b

T gan gives the sound; “tree” is here for the

— — | meaning.
1; 1: 1; M1 ganzi pole

#F giincheéng steelyard

226
7 strokes :l: 7[‘:‘?:

— GAN, pole; GAN, a measure for rifles, pistols,
$'— and spears [B]

> — | 4+ | = Z0U, to walk. WALK radical (189) [A] L2
. The character was originally a meaning-meaning
f compound: “man” + “foot.” The modern char-
A —+— —+— —J—~ | acter is corrupted.
[ F | JF |4t T tazoule She’sleft, she’s gone.

Note that the original meaning is “to run,”
227 i NOT “to walk,” it can still mean “to run” in
7 strokes southern China, e.g., in Cantonese.

— + + GAN, to rush after, to rush at; to chase off;

N by the time that ... [B]
Y B The “walk” radical helps, perhaps, with the
L — jl‘: meaning. T~ is, again, the sound element.
)

|

#E 1. giangong try to get the work done
faster

j}& R ginkuai Hurry, come on! L5

228 j}f‘_

10 strokes /:\E%
N CHANG, factory. SLOPE radical (13)

“Slope” —once a picture —has become “factory”

through the process of simplification. Following

popular usage, | “slope” is sometimes now

used for ), “lean-to” (363, p. 73 —radical 44).

A modern look-alike radical is the form /™ (“top
of J&,” 398, p. 80 —radical 22).

B i

229 J7J5 chingfiang factory building; workshop
T.J” gongching factory L5
2 strokes gong g y (Bor < factory”) }_&‘
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BASIC CHARACTERS e 230-234

AN, high cliff, high riverbank [B] L5

| I I “Mountain” and “slope” both appear to con-
tribute to the meaning. |~ gan helps fix the
sound —here, however, by giving the rhyme,
'—i—f not as a homonym or near-homonym (not an
J unusual function for a sound element, for the
pronunciation of characters changes more or less

F
E

A
— A

E

throughout history, yet the written form often
cannot keep up with the change).

/&5 anbiao shore beacon

230
8 strokes

T | T
J|HE| F

| HAN, drought; dry land [C]

The “sun” radical [ helps fix the meaning. T
N is the sound element.

il

SLH  hantian dry farmland
— | %% hanji dry season

231
7 strokes

—|fI| O

IJ DAO, knife. SIDE-KNIFE radical (17)

This form of the “knife” radical does not occur

independently but only as a part of characters.

Called “side-knife” to distinguish it from the
independent form (131, p. 27).

232
2 strokes

KAN, to carve, to publish, publications to
engrave [C]
——‘I The “knife” (“side-knife”) gives the meaning.

“To publish” is an associated meaning derived
:I:I :I:IJ from woodblock printing.

T¥ kanwu  publication L6

—h

|
g
—H

233 F& kandeng to publish (in a newspaper,

5 strokes magazine, etc.) L6

SHU, club, to club. CLUB radical (119)
Shi is a picture: a right hand holds the club. Dis-

NF

)_L)ﬁ-

tinguish “club” from these characters: “branch”
x 7 (351,p.71),“knock” X (316,p. 64),“pattern”
ﬁ (215, p. 44) and “follow, slow” R (431, p.
87). Shii, “club,” is not now in common use as
234 an independent character.
4 strokes
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NS
X

74

MO, inundate; MEI, negates you (222, p. 45)

and other verbs [A] L1

% functions by sound-loan as a negator of yéu

and other verbs.

A méiybéu there isn’t, there aren’t;
doesn’t have; hasn’t (done it) [A]

23K méimdi hasn’t bought

B2 méishénme it doesn’t matter;

235 \
7 strokes \{& never mind [B]
» ’ | ’ SHEN, torso. TORSO radical (200) [A]
Shén is a picture of a person in which the torso is
/ the most prominent part. Some say it is a picture
of a pregnant woman. It also means “self.”
~ 7] & késhen to fit well (clothes)
&5 héshen to fit well (clothes) L6
236 57> shenfen position, rank [C] L5
7 strokes HEY¥ ydushénzi being pregnant

237
3 strokes

CUN, thumb; inch. THUMB radical (54)
[A]

The “thumb” radical is a picture of a hand, with
the dot added to indicate the thumb. Learn to
distinguish “thumb” from “side-hand” ¥ (28,
p. 6), and “then” 4" (689, p. 138).

I chicin measurement; size
4351 fenciin  sense of propriety L6

L NI

38

SHE, to shoot [B]

The character has been corrupted through time.
Originally, the “torso” was a picture of an arrow
on a bow, and the “thumb” was a hand drawing
on a bow, whence “to shoot.”

41171 shemén to shoot (at the goal, in sports)
%}F sheshdu marksman, sharpshooter

NZIAI R
T
A3 137 |19 |
12 52t3rc9)kes iﬁ iﬁ:l‘ I‘/ET‘I‘

XIE, thanks; to thank; excuse oneself; a family
name; to wither [A]

Xie is a sound-meaning compound; the “side-
word” radical gives the meaning, and she
suggests the sound.

4 xiexie  Thank you. [A] L1
A bidxie  You're welcome.
JH  diaoxie to wither

il
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-— A
—

t
T

240
6 strokes

J f, lucky; a family name (D)

An early dictionary says the character is a mean-
ing-meaning compound: “scholar” (or “knight”)
+ “mouth” = “lucky,” which is not correct but a
good mnemonic.

i H jiri  a“lucky day” on the traditional
calendar; a good day for taking action
Hifl jita guitar

I
b

241
10 strokes

JfJ, tangerine [A]

This is the popular form of a character written
1 (see Pt. 2, p. 226a). In the expression {1
(jazh), “orange juice,” either character can mean
“orange” (rather than “tangerine”). 1" means
“juice, gravy” [D].

Orange is 15 (chéng).

#%F jazi mandarin orange L5

A
bl

JIFZ, to tie together; knot; JIE, to bear fruit

[A]

454y jiéhé  to unite, to combine;
to be married [B] L5

- - - 4515 jiéhoin  to marry L3
242 Jxe | pte | s .
9 strokes - - - /ﬁél:l
—= ._L Xi, to enjoy, to give enjoyment to [A]
:I: The top part of this, what is now “knight-mouth-
Q eight-one,” used to be a picture of a drum. XY
- == == —E= | was a meaning-meaning compound: “drum” +
I:' = = | “mouth” = “to sing and play drums, to enjoy
yourself.”
243 —= —= —+=— | = A xirén be satisfying
12 strokes L= :F" g =¥ xihao to like, to love, be fond of
/ /'—, /—p QIAN, yawn; to owe, to lack. YAWN radical
H 7] | az0) (811
Note that the lower part of this character is the
Vise “person” radical. If it helps you to remember the
J\ character, think of the upper part as the person’s
hand covering the mouth while yawning.
244 Kk qiangian owe money, be in debt
4 strokes I5/X hagian  yawn
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/L,

X/

XK

HUAN, be pleased [A]

The “yawn” radical for meaning, perhaps as
a mouth open to smile or laugh. “Right hand”
replaces the old sound-element.

= xihwan  to like [A] L1
W huanxi  be joyful; be fond of [C]
245 WA huanxido laugh delightedly [D]
6 strokes éﬁgk
g l I_ I_ ZHI, to stop. TOE radical (102) [B]
I The “toe” radical is a picture of a foot. From “foot”
— came derived meanings of actions of the foot: “to
march; to halt.” Only the meaning “to halt” has
£ | | stayed with the character to modern times.
FEIF ziizhi to prevent, obstruct [C]
246 /R1E= buzhi sange not stopping at three,
4 strokes not only three

W A\ IEA  xianrénzhibu No entering!

| 1 = [ZAIi’ foot; be sufficient. FOOT radical (196)
A picture. The bottom part of “foot,” in fact, is
A the “toe” radical (246, above). In 248, below, the
— l—|__I /li' “foot” radical appears as part of the character;
note that in the form used in compounds, “toe”
a7 can be clearly seen.
7 strokes /@ + /& shizd sheer, total, absolute, utter [D]
/SR buzd insufficient
| o ? GEN, heel; to follow, to go with; with [A] L3
Gen is a sound-meaning compound: the “foot”
radical gives the meaning; gen (51, p. 11) gives
\< —[ 3 the sound.
v E E E #{3f genban attendant
ks | B | FP R
13 strokes ~
g — —= | QING, be green or blue. GREEN radical (202)
—a [ATLS
- — Note that the bottom half of “green” resembles
—4—= | 4= | == “moqn.” Qing by itself, however, is.recognized as
~ I Ij a radical. The character also occurs independently
and means “green” and sometimes other “colors of
nature,” like azure or even greenish black or grey.
249 === HE qingcai  green vegetables
8 strokes ﬁ ﬁ

HH gingedo green grass
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g » M Y— | QING, to invite; please. ..[A] L1
) p— iy _[/ _[/ This character is a sound-meaning compound:
r—— “side-word” gives the meaning, and qing (249,
Y= | M [ D p- 50) gives the sound.
~ _[/ _[/ _[/ #E1E  shéi qing Who's paying?
IHWAH  qingwixiyan No Smoking
250 A} » A )
10 strokes ll 1” IH =2
s
§ J I 8 QfNG, emotion; circumstances [A]
— A
J —1 Sound (&) + meaning (“heart”). This is some-
— thing related to the heart, pronounced qing:
b= | 4= | =& | emotion.
~ %1% qingbao information; intelligence
(as in “intelligence agency”) [C] L6
251 e | |k | FA qingrén  sweetheart, mistress, secret
11 strokes | ] B lover
S—Fa > N N QING, be clear; to clear [A]
~N /= _— This is a sound-meaning compound: 7 ging for
sound, “3-dots water” for meaning (it can also be
Y= | y=#= | Y= | read as a meaning-meaning compound: “water”
~ + “azure” = “clear.”)
5% qingchu be clear, distinct L3
252 NE SUINEUINE = J& = qinggao aloof from politics and mate-
11 strokes I ‘{n ‘{ﬁ rial pursuits
g QiNG, clear sky [A] L2
— » « 5 =
—J I n H “Sun” H + “azure” F = clear sky. & qing also
e helps, of course, with the sound.
H H:‘ H:F‘ &K qingtian a fine day [C]
~
253 HEE HEE =
12 strokes D ﬁ
| ﬂ JING, the pupil of the eye [A]
. » « 5 = . E
—l “Eye” H+ “azure” 1 = pupil of the eye. & qing
—l .
also helps with the sound.
H H E: fRHE yinjing eyel2
~
254 Hzls EEE EEE
13 strokes I_J ﬁ
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> > ~—1 | WEN, to ask (for information) [A] L2
I I j “Mouth” for meaning; mén once gave the sound

»
n in this compound. Original meaning is “mouth”
) ) A\ in the “door” interrogating somebody.
I Ij I rﬂ I Iﬂ [F{£ wenzhu to stump with a question

([RAME cannot stump..., [Mf54:

255 can stump...)
2k v N
6 strok 5] qingwén Would you please
strokes tell me ... [A] ﬁ:ﬁ

R | | ER, ear. EAR radical (163) [B]
The “ear” radical is a picture.

HH érmu hearsay, “scuttlebutt,”

I—I I:I _E information; spy, informer, “fink”
~ | RKH. muér edible tree fungus
f1H. shigr edible rock lichen

256
6 strokes

N N I\ I\ —1 | WEN, to hear, to smell [A]

Mén (25, p. 6) functions here, as in 255, to sug-
gest the sound wen. The meaning is given by

‘—j ‘-I—j N1 | the “ear” radical.
I I I]—[ F N wénrén afamous person

H-[ érwén to hear about, especially

A) N . . "
257 superficially (in contrast to seeing
9 strokes IFﬂ IFITJ IE:‘ it yourself) F‘Ea

\ N I\ I\ —1 | XIAN, leisure [B]

J | (MN) Put a tree across your door or gate so you
111

won’t be disturbed.
258 I‘7EI
7 strokes EE

I

IR0y xianxin leisure mood
KK xiantan to chat; gossip

P4
Pl

S A A A JIAN, space; be separated from; to separate,
I I ] “drive a wedge between,” sow discord; JIAN
H between; a measure-word for rooms [A]

A} A} A} S| zhongjian between, among; the middle,
I |j I rﬂ I Fﬂ center [A] L3

FH[A] tianjian  farm, field [D]
NIE] rénjian  world of human affairs [C]

259 N ‘J
L6
7 strokes I El [B]3%  jiandié spy L6 FEﬁ
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| 1 = LiNG, separately [B]
73 4h Tingwai in addition [B]
260
5 strokes
) ] | BIE, to separate, to part; Don’t... ! [A] L2
D AN biérén other people [A] L3
435 fenbié to part (from one another);
] = = I sort out, differentiate; difference [B] L5
-J j] j] Ml gebié  specific; very few; be excep-
tional [B] L5
261 | S35 biémidi Don’t buy it!
7 strokes yi IJ (MN) To separate with a knife
J I ﬂ PENG, friend [A]
~ Originally a picture of two strings of identical
shells, current meaning by association.
H JEJ HJ] MK péngydu friend L1
. FEHIM A zhipénggduydu  bad companions
e | T A
8 strokes ~
F } - | YOU,friend [A]

/ {,; X combines meanings: “left hand” + “right
hand” = “friend.” The character suggests the
gesture of parting: clasp your own hands in
front of you and bow over them. Shaking hands
Western style is, of course, right hand with right

63 hand. Distinguish A from JZ (418, p. 84).
4 strokes A péngydu friend L1
MIH ybuyl  friendship L4
Vs N | /N | FU, father. FATHER radical (108) [A]
/ \ / fH42 zifu  grandfather [C]
¥ faldo elders (as in a district)
Q AL jidofu god-father
264
4 strokes
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[

[

{J

WU, don’t!

The character is supposed to be a picture of a
woman in irons. The relation of that to its present

A 1. meaning is unclear. Learn to distinguish “don’t”
ﬁ‘ from £} mii, “mother” (268, below).
1 wiyong need not
265
4 strokes
I I_l I_l JIAN, to see, to perceive. SEE radical (107)
J [A]
The legs at the bottom of “see” represent a per-
l I I_l son; traditionally, the top part was a big eye to
Jb suggest “see” (see below, this frame).
JEW yudnjian foresight; vision
266 DLfi# jianjié  opinion, view L6
4 strokes %
) e QIN, relatives; to hold dear; in person; QiNG,
—\#A relatives by marriage [A]
— -L‘ Sound-loan. 55 —“hazel tree” —was the sound-
\w . | -2, | —>. [element in the old character.
/ \ N7 N7 N7 PR
~ 275 fuqin  father [A] L4
75N2F  liigin  the six (most important)
Y Y Y relatives: father, mother,
267 \j/ /:i 7 /\j,\ elder brothers, younger brothers, -
9 strokes wife, children 7FE
[ E MU, mother [A]
AY EJ- 5 Mii is a picture of a woman with two dots to
N A emphasize the breasts. Learn to distinguish
a S E S E “mother” from “don’t” # (265, above).
5 f]5F miqin mother [A] L4
ﬁilﬂ fumit  parents; mother and father
268 BEFL miirdt  breast milk
5 strokes
] = GE, elder brother [A]
':I I &fAF gege older brother [A] L2
A KEF dage oldest brother; used to address
I:[J = =] =1 politely a man about your own age [C]
%% bidoge older male cousin such that the
two of you are children or grandchil-
269 dren of a brother and a sister, or of two
1R 1R LZAN sisters
10 strokes ) H H
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I | —_ GONG, bow (as in “bow and arrow”); to
bend or arch, like a bow; family name. BOW
radical (71) [C]
The “bow” radical is a picture.
5 gongzi  bow (e.g.,a violin bow).
S#i gongjian bow and arrow
270
3 strokes
I This character is said to be a picture of an arrow
C stayed on the bow, hence “to pity.” In modern
: , use, this character has been replaced by 113, which
EB Bernhard Karlgren calls “a vulgar corruption”
(Analytic Dictionary 989).
271 fflE  didoyan condole
4 strokes
» A4

=
B

X

Di, younger brother; family name [A]

B3 didi  younger brother, younger male
cousin [A] L2

5 erdi  second younger brother

/NS5 xidodi kid brother

w7 dizi  disciple, pupil

JIE, older sister [A]

The “woman” radical gives the meaning, H. qié

(167, p. 34) helps with the sound.

UHAH  jigjie  older sister [A] L2
of China, it has acquired the meaning
of “prostitute,” so use the word with
extreme care!) L1

KA daji€é  oldest sister; used to address
politely a woman about your own age

e | B
ZZ Ll
SEERE G
sues | QA [2H
=
TR

WEI, not yet; the “eighth early branch” (used
in enumerations and to name two-hour peri-
ods of the day) [B]

Distinguish “not yet” A& from # (Pt. 2,
p. 217a) and from & (Pt. 2, p. 273b). See Lin
Yutang’s Dictionary 1451f for an account of the
“earthly branches.”

7] weiké cannot, be unable to

Aok weildi the future L6
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—

7R

{

I

1

=

I

275
8 strokes

o

MEI, younger sister [A]

ek meimei younger sister [A] L2
JHGE jiemei  sisters
bkK meifa  brother-in-law (precisely,

younger sister’s husband)

Wk biomei younger female cousin such
that you two are children or grand-
children of a brother and a sister, or
of two sisters

276
4 strokes

SHI, clan. CLAN radical (122) [C]

The student may find it difficult to remember how to

write radicals which, like the “clan” radical, do not

make a clear picture of anything. But the number

of such non-representational radicals is small, and

a little work should resolve it.

=[G Tidn Wang shi Mrs. Tian (whose
maiden name is Wang) *Nowadays, most
Chinese women in mainland China maintain
their maiden name even after marriage.

IR

N

28

277
7 strokes

ZHI, paper [A]
A sound-meaning compound. “Silk” gives the
meaning, shi (276, above) gives the sound.

4% baozhi
F4

newspaper [B] L2
shouzhi toilet paper

Y, AR

P

278
4 strokes

CHANG L2, be long; ZHANG L3, to grow;
be senior [A]

The character was a picture of a man with a
long beard (see below)—now pretty abstract or
impressionistic.

KK
S
KE

zhangda
zhangzi
changdu

to grow up
eldest son
length

=

5[/

ik

279
7 strokes

ik

ZHANG, to open out, to open up; a measure
for objects coming in sheets; a family name
[A] L2

7k zhang gong draw a bow

— ikt sanzhang zhi three sheets of paper

7R
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280
8 strokes

HUA, to paint, a painting [A] L3

Some say the “field” in this character may be
intended to suggest outdoors, the countryside —
landscape painting; however, this is more of a
mnemonic than etymology.

[H[{Z huabao illustrated magazine [B]
[E# guéhua “national painting,”

i.e., traditional Chinese painting =g:
—5KTH yizhang hua a painting B=

281
6 strokes

JIU, mortar. MORTAR radical (179)

Jiu is the drawing of a mortar (a vessel in which
to grind things up). Distinguish jitt from X
“white” (282, below), from H “sun” (179, p.
36) and from H “say” (110, p. 23).

FI14  jitichi molar tooth

/4

BAI, be white; a family name. WHITE radical
(150) [A] L2

Distinguish bai from [ (281, above), H (179,
p.36) and H (619, p. 124).

F1°K béi tian in the daytime [B]

F11] baibai  vainly, to no purpose

F1Z7 baigéi  to give free of charge

282 FI A bairén  white guy, white girl
5 strokes 217 bifio bai to confess
/ BAO, to wrap. WRAP radical (26)
The character is a picture of a wrapper. As part
of a character, the “wrap” radical usually ap-
pears wrapped around other radicals or parts of
characters.
283
2 strokes

h)

284
3 strokes

SHAO, spoon; frying pan [B]

A]F shdozi  spoon [B]L5
AKA7 mushdao wooden ladle
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B” means ““A’s B, the B of A”; a grammatical
particle; DI, bull’s-eye [A] L1

/ KN wode my, mine

ﬁ H H HH youde some [A]

HI) mudi aim, purpose [B] (note: di for
this word) L4

285 A UfH) hiode OK!AIl good!
8 strokes

’r ’r I,LI DE; a suffix to nouns and pronouns: “A 11

N

/_ﬂ BAO, to wrap; a family name [A] L3

/ Bao gives the sound (bao or pao) in a number
I of common characters (see below and the next

I /j @ two pages).
3 fi17 baozi steamed filled dumpling [B] L5

4543 shabao  book-bag, satchel [B]
286 it mianbao bread L3

5 strokes

| n ] PAO, to run, a race (sport) [A]
The “foot” radical gives the meaning; bao (286)

suggests the sound.
lf ? E 155 piomi a horse-race; ride a horse
I —H Kl yibiaimipio the 100 m race
SAEE
12 strokes E}

R L BAO, to hold in your arms, to hug; to have
your first grandchild/child; to adopt a child;
to cherish; a measure for armfuls; (dialect) to

/ L consort with, to hang out with [A] L4
j: 1 /j T/ﬂ 141 yongbao tohugL5

(MN) To wrap with your hands = hug
288 €
ki)
8 strokes T/j :

BAO, be related by blood; afterbirth, pla-
[ centa [C]

(MN) Wrapped in flesh = afterbirth

fi55 baodi younger blood brother
fiif< baoyl afterbirth
4l xibao cell (biology)

N —
D

o
D
=
D
T

289 /j
9 strokes H 1

P

&r
—
=
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Y1, gown. SIDE-GOWN radical (129)

) A
A 7 T Called “side-gown” to distinguish it from radi-
cal 161, 4X (152, p.31). * appears always at the
) ) side in characters of which it is a part. These
T % characters generally have to do with clothing.
Independently, 4% rather than % is used.
290
5 strokes
> ) ) PAO, long gown or robe [C]
» 7 T .
(MN) A wrapping cloth
N N N ‘fﬁ%@ changpao long gown
A % %/ ML yupao pajamas
\) \) A}
o | 139 |40
10 strokes
> N N PAO, to soak; to pester; be together; bubble;
h) { blister; light bulb; PAO, be fluffy [C]
N / (MN) Water wrapped within = bubble

]
=

292
8 strokes

3K paomd foam L6
17 paopao bubble

v

7

293
3 strokes

No pronunciation. SIDE-FOOD radical (68)

Traditionally, this radical was classified as a
variant of & “food” (413, p. 83). As part of the
script-reform, it came to be identified as a sepa-
rate radical. It retains its meaning of “food” and
“food-related things.” “Food” is the radical in
five characters; “side-food” in about 40.

/E

~

T | T
aT

294
8 strokes

S

BAO, to be full, to have had enough to eat
[A]L3

MZ4E 71 chibdo le I'm full; I have enough.
ZIZH! haiméi chibdo I'm not full yet.
(MN) To have food wrapped around you = to

be full
At
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HUO, fire. FIRE radical (83) [A] L4

)

298
3 strokes

P J ’ s .
J / The character is a picture of flames rising.
k7] hudh (military) firepower [C]
J( /11l hudshan volcano [D]
fFk ganhud be hot-tempered
295
4 strokes
; )’ J, PAO, cannon, artillery; a shot from a gun
[B]
/ }i% paodan shell (bullet, artillery)
* */ */—J Jf3 K paohué artillery fire
296 /j /j @
J J J
9 strokes }: 1 }:J }:
o i | J1, self; the sixth “heavenly stem” (used to
enumerate headings in an outline, like “F”—
sixth letter of the Western alphabet). SELF
radical (72) [A]
_J Learn to tell “self” from yi “already” £ (298,
next) and from si % (299). See Lin Yutang’s Dic-
297 tionary 1451f for more on “heavenly stems.”
3 strokes C.J7 jifang our side
— — Yi, already; to end, to cease [A]

See the preceding item for characters with which
yi is likely to be confused.

4 yijing already

—J

299
3 strokes

SI, the sixth “earthly branch” (El and C.
(297, above) are classified as radical (72) in
Han-Ying Cidian).

Si is supposed originally to have been a drawing
of a fetus, with a large head and a curled-up lower
part. Distinguish si from 297 and 298, above.
Compare with £ (286, p. 58). See Lin Yutang’s
Dictionary 1451f on the “earthly branches.”
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/ é é J i, write down; record; year; discipline; J i,a
family name [A]

40 nidnji age (number of years) [A] LS
142 shiji  century [B]
- n.J é—l é__l QE‘ 708 jiydo summary; minutes of a meeting,

- — —
etc. [D]
300
6 strokes “\E‘
A) » » J1, to remember; to record; mark, sign [A]
y—¢t 1 1—' I
‘LB% jizhé reporter [B] L4
10fF jizhu to fix in the mind; to remember
L 1]
301
k =
5 strokes IZIB

BA, open hand; palm; to stick to; to hope
_l 7—] j:] for [B]

I [ once meant “boa” —as the dictionaries call

it, “the elephant snake” —and it was a picture. It

‘ E means “open hand” by sound-loan. In Han-Ying

Cidian, 2 is one of 11 “left-over” characters, not

classified under a radical. See next few frames

302 for its use as a sound component.

4 « E4E bajie curry favor with; fawn on L6
strokes 14 bashi bus

BA; a sentence-final particle; indicates sup-

I n l] position (““..., 1 guess”) or suggestion (“Maybe
you should...”); BA, snap! (onomatopoetic);
to draw (suck) on (e.g., a tobacco pipe); bar

_J I] —l I] Tl I] I] (drinking place) [A] L2

M is a sound-meaning compound.

303 HE IfH hdo ba Okay! Fine!

;i:l] v N |
7 strokes ZEM  zouba Let’s go!

— BA, to grasp; a handful; to guard; a particle
used to bring direct objects in front of the verb;
a measure for things with handles (knives,

1 T 1 teapots) or that you grasp (chairs, handfuls
‘ ‘Tl‘ ‘Tl‘ ‘Tl‘ of rice, bunches of flowers) [A]; BA, handle

L3
—4k yibami  ahandful of rice
304 S x vz
E —[14] yibd shdao a spoon
7 strokes
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305-309 « BASIC CHARACTERS

),

=)

[

\

~N A
/ / 7%
A4 | 4

305
8 strokes

BA, papa, father [A]
The upper part is “father” and the lower part is
for sound only.

(MN) A boa under father

P

™t baba papa, father [A] L1

—

TV

306
4 strokes

ZHAO/ZHUA, claws. CLAWS radical (116)

See 447,p. 90, for the form of this radical which
usually appears as a part of characters. The form
JIUis the independent form and appears as a radi-
cal in one common character (see next).

JNZ zhdoya claws and teeth, minion
JT- zhudzi claw

E

=

307
8 strokes

PA, to crawl, to creep; to climb [A]

€17 péxing to creep
JCf75h¥) paxingdongwin reptile

ke

NeEER

308
5 strokes

BEN, root; volume (book); capital (money);
principal (money); a measure for books [A] L1

Bén is a tree with a horizontal stroke at the bot-
tom to indicate the roots.

HA Ribén  Japan

AN bénrén I, myself; in person [C] L6
AL béngidn capital (money) [D] L6
—A5 yibén shii a book, one book
PAINNA yirénwéibén people-oriented

>

X1

309
5 strokes

DUI, to face; facing; to match; be correct

[A]L2

X7 duile That’s right!

AT duile So,about... (e.g., X T, PRLE
T3%? So,did you take the keys?)

XF duishéu  adversary, opponent [D] L5

$%h dui zhong to set a clock
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BASIC CHARACTERS « 310-314

| 1 = XIONG, older brother [B]
5% xiongdi  brothers [B] L5

it baoxiong older brother by blood
J I # 4 bifioxiong older male cousin on the
i ] | mother’s side
310
5 strokes
» N/ N/ DUi, to hand over [C]

N/ )

U

5025 duigéi to pay to
S 5e4  waibi duihuan foreign currency

l\__[l ﬁ exchange

X

311 A}
7 strokes

\ ) - = T SHUI, tax [C] L5
The peasantry traditionally paid their taxes in
grain, so “grain” + “to hand over” was a good

J lJ ﬂ: % ﬂ:“/ meaning-meaning compound for “tax.”
FHAL zashui

land tax

fiZF¢ baoshui to make a customs declaration,

312 ;FH ;Fﬁ ;F}\E to declare goods on which duty is
owed
12 strokes

N N NN SHUO, to speak; SHUi, try to persuade [A];
AR / ‘]/ ‘]/ sometimes used for YUE i “be happy, de-
lighted”

I , lJ Y NN N H This is a sound-meaning compound: the “side-
‘L ‘L| ‘L word” radical for meaning, dui (311, above) for

sound (only roughly, now).

DN
9 strokes you say EEE

313 SRR Uik _shudxido to talk and laugh together
.L ‘Lﬁ -LEE Pi— /. shuo yibiér tomean what
I

Gﬁ, be ancient; a family name [B]
I According to the usual explanation, gu is a
meaning-meaning compound: “ten” + “mouth”
suggests something that has been passed through
T_I__l‘ E‘ ten generations of “mouths” (people); therefore,
ancient. However, this is more of a mnemonic

than etymology.

314 See next few items with i for sound.
5 strokes % guliao be ancient, be age-old [B] L5
B gliwan antique, curio
g q
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315-319 « BASIC CHARACTERS

J.

{

4

=

ﬁ—l*

GU, unmarried girl; father’s or husband’s
sister; temporarily; be lenient [A]

I giiniang  girl; (colloquial) daughter [A]
L5
441} gamit  married sister of your father,

aunt
I H  gaqié tentatively; for the moment L6

No pronunciation. KNOCK radical (113)

A picture of a hand holding some kind of weapon.
Distinguish the “knock” radical from the “club”
radical % (234, p. 47), from “branch” 3% (351,
p.71), from the “pattern” radical 3 (215, p.44),
and (especially) from the “follow/slow” radical
K (431, p. 87).

sooces | 17 |
Ay,
&

4 strokes - + |+‘
o |

vomes 1| IR

GfJ, be ancient; to die; cause; intentionally
[A]

T for sound; the “knock” radical is not clear.
Said to signify the meaning of “make something
a thing of the past.”

i+ gutii “the old country,” one’s native land
N gurén dead person (respectable)

I .

i

GU, to appraise, to estimate [B]
1 for sound.

fli7 giichin estimate the harvest/yield
fiffft giijia  to appraise, evaluate

318 /'EA

7 strokes
— GU, be firm, solid, resolutely; originally, in the
—Ja first place; a conjunction word [B]
[ %F guding to fix, fixed L5
I_—-I | | [ [EfK guti  solid body L5
|

319

8 strokes E‘ ﬁ
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BASIC CHARACTERS -« 320-324

— | 94— | 44~ | KU, be bitter [A] L4
I > I A sound-meaning compound: i for sound,
— T “grass” for meaning.
—+- —+ | 1Z7 chikii  to suffer, to endure hardship
)’ [C] L6
H7% gankii  “the sweet and the bitter,”
320 - weal and woe
8 strokes T‘I?‘
§ . KU, dried wood; be withered, be dried out
— a [C]
7 here suggests the sound; “tree” /K suggests
the meaning (although “tree” (for “wood”) + “be
j: ancient” could be taken as a meaning-meaning
compound: old wood, therefore dried, withered,
301 + drli(} out).
9 strokes I FiZE kawéi withered, to wither
—

i

i

GU, guilt; a crime; a family name [C]

Gii (314, p. 63) gives the sound. % “bitter” (70,
p. 15) helps with the meaning.

(MN) The bitter past is a crime

ZZffL gifu  to let sb. down L6
JCE wiagi innocent

I B | w3 |ZE|CT)T|oE| #

el W I I A O o el

322 ==X
12 strokes
. —_— ZHONG, be heavy; CH()NG, do over again,
— 1 A to repeat by mistake [A] L5
Picture of a scale (weighing machine)?
—_— —. | = FZ zhongyao be important [A] L3
A— T /= iHH guizhong be valuable [D]
H [ chéngle be done twice, get repeated
— | = KET taizhongle too heavy!
323 N
9 strokes E[ % SCHT miichéng le has/have bought an
extra one (one too many)
_— | DONG, to correct, to supervise; a family
'_I_I_—‘ name [D]
% gidéng an antique; an old duffer L6
E EI —t- | - | 3~ | 3 dongshi a director; a trustee
M - 1 [} :
—_— (MN) Supervise the heavy grass
324 4 | 2= | =
12 strokes =S = E‘
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325-329 « BASIC CHARACTERS

S |

DéNG, to understand [A] L2
This character may stand for the same word as

) = —" 324, above: “be correct (in the mind) about, to
| ) e ) g P—E understand.” Note that in form it is identical
— 1 a r r I 1 | to 324, with the addition of the “heart” (“side-
heart”) radical (often glossed as “heart/mind”).
325 N S F /M kanbuddng be unable to understand
15 strokes rEl rg E A1 7 kanddngle be able to understand
~ ? ? 7 | PI, bolt (of cloth). BOLT radical (156)
, | F
A
326
5 strokes

SHi, to be, am, is, are; be right. BE radical
(213) [A] L1

T2 késhi  but [A] L4

-

| T No

JUu

328
6 strokes

/\ — B8 | = S/ yaoshi if [Al; if only LS
e —_— A& bashi “No!”; a fault [C]
JEH shide “Yes!” “That’s right!” [C]
327 =]
9 strokes |
g ) XIAN, to precede; late (deceased) [A] L3

4640 xianfu  my late father
4ek xianfa  my late husband
JEK xiantian innate, inborn

(MN) Half a cow with two legs

T
T

ﬁ_A
—

HF

329
5 strokes

SHENG, to bear (give birth to) [A]

44: xianshéng  Mr.; teacher [A] L1
4 H shengri birthday [A] L2
EK shengzhing to grow; grow up,

be brought up [B]

N shengrén  a stranger [D]
L E  niisheng female student
:F shengshéu green horn; be new to

something
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BASIC CHARACTERS e« 330-334

T

N

x

330
7 strokes

Li, plum tree; a family name [B]
7 Nz plum
A4fe L Xianshéng  Mr. Li
(MN) plum = son of tree

N,

v

|

331
6 strokes

HAI, the twelfth “earthly branch” (used in
enumerations and to name two-hour periods
of the day).

# , originally a picture of a wild boar, is still simi-
lar in form to the “pig” radical < (502, p. 101).
See Lin Yutang’s Dictionary 14511 on the “earthly
branches.” Hai gives the sound in some common
characters (usually hai, sometimes gai).

Z I haishi the period of the day from 9 p.m.

to 11 p.m.

N

332
9 strokes

NI

HALI, child [A]

The “child” radical gives the meaning; hai (331,
above) gives the sound.

{Z# haitéong children

%7 héizi  child [A] L2

/NZJL xidohair (colloquial) child [A]

(MN) A pig’s son is a child

%

e e
g

333
9 strokes

HAI, exclamation: “Depressing!” or “Re-
grettable!” or “Astonishing!”’; KE, cough, to
cough; first syllable in késou, “cough” (see
next) [A]

B

334
14 strokes

SOU, cough [A]
%W késou cough, to cough [A] L4
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\ A} M N XUE, to study, to learn [A]
)\_Lf The “child” radical is, of course, the student. The
top part used to be a picture of one hand guiding
‘\\/ \\4 \_\f iriother to’ wr_lte.
2¢7: xuésheng student [A] L1
j(h%l' daxué university [A]
335 VI ALY “¢[A] xuéwen learning, scholarship [B] L5
8 strokes B
g e
q L XiNG, surname; to be surnamed... [A] L2
f N ![ ﬁ R xingshi surname
. &5 nin gui xing  What is your name?
] (polite)
~—

FEZE woxing Li My (sur)name is Li.

-
s | WF |2
8 strokes
/ 7 y MING, name [A]
A Y 44 xingming full name [B]
4 youming be famous [A] L3
(MN) Say the name of the moon with your
mouth
337
6 strokes

S > ) /> Zi, written character [A] L1
P 7 £ mingzi name (given name) [A] L1
7} zZimi  alphabet; letter [A] L6
—~— | s | o | BIF biézi  mispronounced or wrongly
g T % written character [C]
1 Hanzi Chinese characters
338 (MN) Child under the roof writing characters
6 strokes
JIAO, to call; to be called; to order a person
I n l] to do something [A] L1
Y ma jiao the horse neighs
N jiaokli  to complain, whine, “piss and
I] L n LI moan”
MYf+2, jiao shénme What's it called (named)?
339 NYAEF jiaohuazi (colloquial) beggar
5 strokes
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BASIC CHARACTERS - 340-344

NIU, cow. COW radical (110) [A]

’ 2 Wl Wil B o .
} A This character is a picture. In older forms, it
is easy to see a cow with horns drawn from
the front. Learn to distinguish “cow” from wii
L_I: “noon” “* (687, p. 138).
A5 nitindi milk L2
340 “FHE nidpai steak
4 strokes
g , f}- | GAO, to inform [A]
. / The or’iginal meaning of this character was “muzzle
for cows.” The character combines meanings:
—a “cow” + “mouth” suggests the device. By sound-
Jas Jas loan, it means “inform.” Some say its original mean-

pF

ing is to inform people that a cow/bull is charging,
thus “to inform.” Neither theory is too convincing,
and might as well be taken as mnemonics.

341 _tl—_“ 245  baogao to report; a report [B]
53] gaobié  toleave, to part or depart from; to
7 strokes |
say goodbye to [B] L5
- J’ F JIN, ax. AX radical (115) [A]
The “ax” radical is a picture. The character now
stands also for a measure of weight, a jin or
F “catty,” which equals about 1.5 pounds.
342
4 strokes
— J" ): CHI, to scold [C]
Distinguish from 342.
J¥% chima to reproach
343
5 strokes

A

1

i

344
7 strokes

SU, to inform, to sue [A]

£ gaosit  to inform, to file a lawsuit; to
make a legal complaint against [A] L2
YF1i sushud to tell, to relate

{112
Al
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/T
N

/_A

T

345
8 strokes

yal

ZHI, to know [A]

The early lexicographers agree that this com-

bines meanings: “arrow” (82, p. 17) + “mouth”

(53, p. 11) “because if you know, your mouth is

far-reaching and accurate like an arrow.” Others

say “speak like the speed of an arrow.” Either is

acceptable.

1Ly zhixin  to understand each other

5G%1 xianzhi a person having foresight;
prophet, soothsayer

N/,

;

AW
7

>
A

346
9 strokes

SHOU, chief; the head [A]

The picture of a head, “chief” is the head of

a clan, of course. Distinguish from TA “face”

(675, p. 136).

B #5 shoudi capital city [A] L4

5% shduxian  be the first; in the first place,
above all [C] L4

% shouyao be very important [D] L6

H1 shouzhing senior officer [D]

yLe

JNES

F{ IR |

mf | mf

DAO, road; to say; the Way [A]

iE daoxie to thank

JBE daoxi  to congratulate

iH+: daoshi Taoist (Daoist) priest

jE% daoxué neo-Confucian

EFL daolf reason, logical basis; doctrine
[A] LS5

347 ‘é‘ ‘é‘ HUE zhids
1EH zhidao toknow [A]L2
12 strokes 1 l—'
I I‘ I‘ Ci, this [B]
I Its original form is “toe” + “man,” thus where
you stand —this (place).
JJ: JJ: , JJ:K Ak ciwai furthermore, in addition [B] L5
348
6 strokes
| F F XIE, few [A] L1
|
KLE daxie be a bit larger
U425 hdoxié quite a few [B]
N _[J: P ﬂ:b ﬁ*%:ﬁ zhe yixie shii this lot of books
—_— HEUE xijexit  afew
349
8 strokes Jéb —b
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 350-354

5

M T
=

WEI, position, standpoint; seat; a polite mea-
sure for persons [A] L3

{7 weizi  seat L6

A7 xuéwei academic degree [C] L6

.....

—fi4e/E sanwei xiansheéng three gentlemen

>
— A

e

ey

ZHI, branch (of a tree); to prop up; to draw
(money) [A] LS

The student will need to distinguish 32 from
“club” % (234, p. 47), “knock” 4 (316, p. 64),
“pattern” 3 (215, p. 44) and “follow/slow” &
(431, p. 87).

351 T3Z ganzhi stems and branches (an old sys-
tem of enumeration: see Lin Yu-tang’s
4 strok
strokes Dictionary 1451ff for details)
. — ZHI, branch (of a tree); a measure for pens,
— pencils, pieces of chalk, etc. [C] L6
This appears to be the preceding character, re-
* *—A *—[-A clarified with the “tree” radical.
4L shiizhi tree branch
—F7% yizhibi apen
e | AL
8 strokes
q — :I‘ j: J1, skill [A]; expertise or specialised training
— HOR jishit technology; skill L4
Z&%% zaji  acrobatics, circus L6
R
e | 3%
7 strokes

S

354
3 strokes

QIAN, a thousand; a family name (rare) [A]
L2

T qiangli be eternal, of the ages
TH qianN many miles; a long journey
TH L qgianli m3 a superb horse, a horse
that can run many miles
THZITIETRET qgianlizhixing shiydzixia
a thousand-mile journey begins with the
first step
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355-359 « BASIC CHARACTERS

| | L YANG, center [B]
H4J zhongyang center, central [B] L6
355
5 strokes
—— | =+ | =~ | YING, be bold; flower (bookish); a family
‘_I_I_‘ name [A]
The original meaning was “flower, to flower”;
——= | 44—~ | 4~ | “grass” above gave the meaning, and yang
! 1 | L | (355, above) suggested the sound. “Bold” is by
sound-loan.
356 - | Ji[H Yinggué England
8 strokes yj- y& W yingli English mile
| 1 1 HEI, black. BLACK radical (223) [A] L2

4 Originally meant “soot” or “charcoal” in the
L a chimney. Black is an associated meaning.
—

A )
73 | T

SE,0y heixin a “black heart,” an evil mind
F1/R"%)> hei bai bl fen cannot distinguish
between right and wrong

3
Cd
~
]
>

357 A heirén (neutral) black man
12 strokes 7 VAR))
§ [ I_‘ I_‘ ZHAN, to divine; ZHAN, seize; constitute
[ . ||l
i combines meanings: the “divine” radical (159,
p-32) + “mouth” = “to explain (orally) the divi-
l‘l:l‘ l‘l_:f nation cracks.” Other meanings by sound-loan.
i gives the sound in several characters.
i N zhanbi divination, to divine
> 5 zhanjh 1
zhanju to occupy
5 strokes (zhan only) /f r_’Il‘
) A R > ZHAN, (taxi-, bus-) stand, to stand [A] L3
— a e “stand” radical gives the meaning; zhan
) The “stand” radical gi h i h
lL (358, above) gives the sound.
Qe 2 2] |#K  zhanzhing  stationmaster
V l[ l[ XZuY hudchezhan train station

i qichezhan  bus station

359 N [_‘ > [_‘ AR
10 strokes l[ lll ylj—:l‘
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 360-364

M/

F

N/

ZHAN, to paste, to glue; NIAN, be sticky
[B]

i combines meanings: “rice” for meaning, /i
for sound. (Technically nian is another character,
Zhi, which is used as an adjective only.)

KNG zhantie affix; stick L5
Fi#1 nidanhu  sticky

ZHAN, war; family name [B]

The “lance” radical gives the meaning in this
sound-meaning compound.

fi¥ 1 zhanshi soldier [B]
i 4 zhanyou comrade-in-arms [C]

B

e | KT DRE R
S | 1JF
BN
sames | | 1| 1K
STRECEE
T

soes | 107 |0

ZHAN, to moisten; to receive benefits; to be
infected by [C]

This is another sound-meaning compound with

i as the sound-component.

W2 zhanbian
relevant

touch on only lightly, to be

7

YAN, lean-to. LEAN-TO radical (44)
GUANG, be broad; family name [A]

J” is a picture. Distinguish it from J~ “slope”
(229, p. 46) and from J the “sick” radical (605,
p. 122). Now ) is most often seen as the short
form of & guing.

J7K guingda  be vast, huge L5

363
J7Z% Guingdong Canton, Guangdong |2
3 strokes (fOI' guﬁng) }ji‘z
Y > - }—‘—A DIAN, store; inn [A]
1 The “lean-to” radical ] (see 363, above) perhaps
gives a hint of the meaning here.
) )5 shadian bookstore [B]
) )5 yedian  night club
364
8 strokes
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365-369 « BASIC CHARACTERS

P

/_A

L

%I

ZUAN, to drill; to go into, go through (as, a
tunnel, a forest); to study intensely, to “pound”
the books; ZUAN, a drill; a diamond; a gem-
stone; to bore, to drill [B]

The “side-gold (metals)” radical helps with the
meaning here.

J VM)

365 = 4547 zuanshi  diamond
10 strokes %' %I‘I:f %l‘l_:l‘ Hi4f dianzuan an electric drill; f%
a power drill 2=
I n n TIE, to paste something on; to “stick to,” i.e.,
FA ) stay close to; to pay; allowance [B]
The analysis of this character—“cowrie” +
I—I I—I I n I_‘ zhan—doesn’t help much with the meaning or
)\ }\ }\ the sound. Memorize it!
A5 zhantie stick on, paste LS
366 F
9 strokes I}_I\| I}_I\rlzf I}_I\IJj E‘E
I — — DIAN, dot , drop (of liquid); to drip; a bit;
N | feature; to light [A] L1

S0 didnxin  snack, pastry, “dim sum” [A] L5

L% yaodidn main points, essential point or
points [C] L6

— 575 sandidnlin 3.6

(fr)%h  (wit) disin zhong (5) o’clock [A]

[\}\

>

369
5 strokes

LiNG, to command; to make, to cause; a

command; your (respectful); LiNG, ream

(of paper) [B]

Ling gives the sound in several common charac-

ters (see following entries). Sometimes printed

4. Distinguish from %~ (496, page 100).

4% Ting xiong (respectful) your older
brother

—4&4% yiling zhi aream of paper

367 IJj +=s5! shisandiin Such a fool! (because
9 strokes N P N there are only twelve hours on a
clock) n
YU, rain. RAIN radical (204) [A]
I The “rain” radical is a picture of raindrops fall-
AN A ing from clouds.
MY S Flj [Ms% yudiin raindrops
rj rj > FNAX yiyl  raincoat [B]
T léiyi  thunderstorm
368
AJ Al AJ Al
8 strokes Fj Fq
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BASIC CHARACTERS « 370-374

_ — | / | /> | LING, zero; tiny bit [A] L1
/:I_:Af The original meaning of this character was
— AR “drop” (e.g., of water), and it was a combi-
> =F> | == | = | nation of “rain” for meaning and ling (369,
:< p. 74) for sound. The meaning “zero” may be an
extension: “drop,” “tiny bit,” “virtually nothing,”
370 % = = ;,EOthlng ; or it may be a sound-loan.
13 strokes > 2z 2255 lingdiin  zero point; zero hour
ZXF lingshi  snacks L5
7 7 YE, (obsolete) head; leaf (of a book or note-
| book), page. HEAD radical (170) [A] L4
The character was a picture of a person’s head.
~ IJ_I I—’—l I—’—l UUfY yema page number
DANEA
371
6 strokes E
/ /\ /\\ LIN G, to lead; neck, collar; main point [A]
A\ Yt lingth  territory [C] L6
7) 4ii5%  hingxian to be in the lead, to lead [D] L6
7~ | 4T lingzi  collar [D]
N /\_\/ /\% @I B4 yaoling  main points
372 A | AR LA
11 strokes ?ﬁ ?jﬁ‘ ?J\ /‘%/\
/ F | £ | LING,asmall bell [B] L5
/\ ["1% ménling doorbell
)
N2 F
373 %/\ %/‘\ %A\
10 strokes 7 N ﬁé\

ot
IA]

-~

374
8 strokes

B |

CHI, teeth. TEETH radical (206)

1= zhi at the top helps with the sound. The rest

of the character is a drawing of a mouth with

the teeth in it (easier to see in the traditional

form, below).

1A yachi tooth, teeth

JET-14%E chinwangchihan The teeth are
cold when the lips are lost—If one .
falls the others will be in danger.
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375-379 « BASIC CHARACTERS

LEA
W

1/

375
13 strokes

"IJ::\
1544

LiNG, age, years; length of time, duration
[B]

A sound-meaning character, “teeth” is an obvious
way to tell one’s age.

R=N N =nl .
=y gaoling  be advanced in years
b midoling tender age of a young girl

iy
i

R

>

> \Ei

AP

§

376
7 strokes

A
<~

LIN, neighbor; be “neighboring,” be near to,
adjacent to [B]

A sound-meaning character, i.e., adjacent cities.
£BJ% linji  neighbor L3

£BE lingué neighboring country

N

il

~

LIAN, to pity [B]

A sound-meaning character, to pity with one’s
heart.

%% lian’ai to love tenderly

A4 Kkélian pitiable L4

377 ,I,A\ i
8 strokes 7 ! Z[,-_QF
s \ \ , | BAN,half [A]L3
\ / — | The vertical stroke bisects the “eight” radical
—tla and the two “one” radicals to suggest “half.” In
A reality ** looks more like a cow, while “* looks
N/ | M like half a cow with only one horn.
— |1 2K bantian a long time [A]
— K} yidaban majority (K=}:: [C])
378 — 5 san didin ban half past three
5 strokes 73— ling yiban the other half (of a
couple)
Ve ﬁ y DUO, be numerous [A] L1
& %7, dudme how...(as in £ 4 IF Duome
héo How very good!) [A] L3
:S 7 Z>f- dudban the greater part; for the most
? g g part, probably [C]
2 dudxie Many thanks!
379 1427 hio dudle Much better!
%% %57 duddudyishan the more the better
6 strokes
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BASIC CHARACTERS -« 380-384

[ >

\\

\

N
/

380
4 strokes

SHAO, be few; SHAO, be young [A] L1
%> dudshio How much? How many? [A]
L1
/b4 shaonii  young girl [C]
/AT shiobulifio cannot do without; must
have; be unavoidable
/7 = shio le sange to be three short

ar

S

4 J

381
5 strokes

JU, sentence; verse-line; measure for sen-
tences and verse-lines [A]

fiJ'7- juzi  sentence [A] L3

fi1%5 juhao a full stop

H

]

382
11 strokes

GOU, be enough [A] L4

Du6 “be numerous” (379, p. 76) suggests the
meaning; ju (381) once suggested the sound.

1% gou péngydu be a friend indeed

—

J

=

K| K|
R R

383
4 strokes

JUE, archer’s thimble; GUALI, to divide.

The character may be a picture of a person (here
=the “big” radical) drawing the bow or fitting the
thimble before he or she draws. It functions to
give the sound (jue or kuai) in about six modern
characters. Rarely independent.

A

\

=

H

384
7 strokes

KUAI, lump, clod; a measure for dollars [A]
L1
The “earth” radical gives the meaning; 383,
above, gives the sound.
£ qikuai gian  seven dollars
—3HLH  yikuai tidn  a piece of land, a field
MH jikuai chicken nuggets

i
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385-389 « BASIC CHARACTERS

2

&J

385
9 strokes

GUI, ghost. GHOST radical (216) [B]
Gui is said to be the picture of a ghost.

H5% baigui Caucasian, Westerner
(non-standard; derisory, sometimes
considered offensive)

T guididinzi (dialect) dirty trick, evil
plan

DAY xinli you gui to have a guilty
conscience

—a

2
B
T

H

XIANG, mutually, each other; XIAN G, face,
appearance; to examine [A]

The original meaning was “to examine.” 1 is
supposed to show someone studying a tree or a
piece of wood with his eye; a carpenter check-
ing material.

X xiangdui relative (not absolute) [C] L5;

A

(A

386 opposite to one another; face to face
9 strokes 7H51 FHX18 xiangduilim the theory (principle) of
relativity
XIANG, to think [A] L1

This character may stand for a word cognate to
386, above. The “heart” radical means “mind,”
as it often does, and 4& can be explained as “to
examine in the mind, to think.” The character is
then a reclarified compound.

L xidngyao to feel like, to want to

387
13 strokes Jj:E Jj:ﬂ P Dixiing  ideals; be ideal [B] L4
/4 e DEI, must; DE, to get; DE; a grammatical
/ /|4 |particle[A] 12
a 737 déle That does it! Enough!
—_— EEENAE] RS — .
411 148 (48 7192 guide dud be much more expensive
\‘1 /T /T /f — | 1% kandejian be able to see
E A5 babude (colloquial) be eager to
do something, really want to do some-
388 7H | 7H | 1B hing
11 strokes - ﬂ: ﬂ:
. » ) [ ) [ [ ) GONG, all together, collectively, joint [A]
a Older forms have “clasp” (193, p. 39) twice.
a —1L yigong all together L3
/ \ —[—I-‘ —[—I-‘ —[—I-‘ I Zhong Gong Chinese Communists
s N (an acronym for “Chinese Collective
Production [= Communist] Party”)
389
6 strokes
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 390-394

GONG, to supply; GONG, to offer in worship,

/

[ N 'f 'f offering; to testify, testimony [B]
R {45 gongji to provide, to supply [B] L6
/ \ ,f -I—‘ ,f -H-‘ ,f :H: (MN) People worship together
390
8 strokes /f:/H: /f:/Hﬂh:
S > N N HONG, be big, be vast; a flood; a family
»MT I, name [C]
?{ R The meaning is obvious with “water” on the left.
My D \ Some even argue that it represents the sound of
/ \ ?/ b ‘I_‘ b H a great flood —héng.
#7K hongshui flood
391 N N N PK héngda  loud
9 strokes ‘/;H: ‘/‘}H: ‘/ '}li:
_ | 44— | - XIANG, crooked side street, lane [C] L6
AA # [ xiangkou entrance/opening to a lane
BT = S
—J Ft
R
9 strokes 7 =
S ‘i 7 . 7 J—- GANG, small .stream; port; lagoon [B]
N / A sound-meaning compound.
H-

L7t

# O giangkou  port, harbor [C] L6
5 Xiangging Hong Kong

\#E
‘
393 O O N
12 strokes a 3
— j_‘ jl: Y()U, still more; a family name [A]
\_A JtH yéuqi particularly L6
HJE xing Yéu de  someone surnamed
\ ‘6Yéu”
hJ JEEK YéuMaoshi Mrs. Yéu
(whose maiden name was Mao)
394
4 strokes
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395-399 « BASIC CHARACTERS

397
12 strokes

G

N > —> . | —> . | JING, capital (city) [B]
—_—A I The character is a picture of a tall building (com-
pare with 99, p. 20), and “tall building” was its
> > > original meaning. It soon came, by metonymy,
/ \ 1 = ? to mean “tall buildings: capital.”
HHE Jingda  Kyoto
395 —> . —> . SR D(_)llgjillg TOkyO
b5l Béijing  Beijing
8 strokes /l}' /l]_{ FiI{ Néanjing Nanjing
) —1 = | JING scenery, view; condition, situation [B]
EA 25 méijing beautiful scenery; picturesque
landscape
/ i ~ =S| H | Bl (MN) The sun in the capital is quite a view
396 B | B B
12 strokes = ? /I?'\
D N N [ . . . :
y N =] T {Hji tl}-e\n, 01’11y, to go to; to go with [A] L2
W5 jiuxué  go to school
W& jiishi  be precisely...; namely...;
/ A ) = 2 N That’s right! [B]
/T /l;_[{ o Al jitshishuo in other words [C]

WA = jitl ybu sange to have only three

398
2 strokes

No pronunciation. Radical (22), “top of J&”
(401, p. 81). Distinguish from the “slope”
radical (229, p. 46).

J™ is the radical in only four common modern
characters: /2 fin (418, p. 84), J5 hou (402, p.
81), J&i zhi (Pt. 2, p. 234a), and J& dun (401,
p. 81).

399
4 strokes

Li, to pass through, to experience; calendar
[A]

In rural China, the main routes of passage in
many places are roads or paths on the dykes
that crisscross the paddies—whence, perhaps,
the “slope” radical. Li (11, p. 3) is phonetic.
Distinguish from /55 (400, p. 81).

JisE Tishi  history L3

}ﬁ (pass through); }ﬁ (calendar)
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 400-404

Li, be harsh, be severe; family name [B]
Distinguish from }77 (399, p. 80).
Ji%E Tihai powerful, formidable L4

T

S|

I 5

400

5 strokes E

DUN, shield [B]

An important function of dun in modern China
has been as part of )& maodun “contradic-
tion,” which is, of course, an important concept-
word in Hegelian and Marxist dialectic. For 7x,
see Pt. 2, p. 226a. J J& is an interesting word,

\_H
)

glossable as “spear-shield,” a good metonymy

9 strokes

F
wies | JF

HOU, back, in back of empress [A]

JGK houtian  (on) the day after tomorrow
[B]
£2J5 huinghdou empress L5

N TV TR TR )

}é‘ (or metaphor) for “contradiction.”
JE dunpai shield

402 )
6 strokes (not empress) 'fﬁ

1 ZHf, be straight; to keep on; be a certain

| length [A] LS

(MN) Ten () eyes (H) inspect the line (—)
I and find it to be straight

ﬁ H gives the sound in several characters (see

following).

ity

—H yizhi so far; straight on [A] L3
BT zhiyan to “talk straight,” speak bluntly

L [ﬂ]}fﬂ}'

403 E‘
8 strokes
b ZHEN, be real, be true; truly [A] L2

I I (MN) Ten eyes check out something put in plain
view, on a pedestal, so it must be real, genuine

a : : £ | #1/Z zhenshi  Oh, that’s bad. [C]
N I—LI 'il Iél HH zhenxiang true picture [D] L6
H1¥ zhenhio Great!
404 i i i
10 strokes g E‘

\
/
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405-409 « BASIC CHARACTERS

/ -} ZHi, to be worth, to have a certain value [B]
/f /f {Hf5 zhide to be worth; to be worth-while

[B] L4
TN {H%% zhiqian be worth some money,
A ’f | ’f TIT ’f ﬁ be valuable
e | {H |{H
10 strokes /f /f {E:

. ZHI, plant (growing thing), to plant; to es-
'—,—‘ T 1‘ tablish [B]

The “tree” radical helps with the meaning.
N T'T E zhi is, of course, the phonetic.
- 1: 1: 1: THY)  zhiwd plant L4

E /\T J Zhishﬁjié Arbor Day
E
12 Str Okes i i i i

) r—t | 1 | ZHI, to buy, put, place [B]
E . zhi is the phonetic. Upper part is “net.”
Originally meant “to put hunting nets in place,”
vt | P | g | thus “to place sth.” “To buy” is an associated
A meaning.

MELLE(E  nanyizhixin  hard to believe

407 [ R = R = e |
13 strokes I-LI g E
— 7—‘ DAI, chip, vice, evil. CHIP radical (97)
; 5 This character is supposed to be a picture of
N bone-chips. Distinguish “chip” from “dusk” %/
(158, p. 32).
; § & N diirén villain
A1 dditd  criminal, villain L6
408
4 strokes

I — 7 ﬁ ZHf, to breed, to multiply [C]

In the language of modern China, 4 is es-
pecially important in two expressions: 4 X

- N - | zhimin “to establish a colony, colonize” and JiEl
A § ﬁ ﬁl [l zhimindi “colony” ([ = 715, p. 144; #li
=516,p 104).

409 /54 shengzhi to breed, reproduce [D]
12 strokes 5'1'1‘ ?ﬁ yﬁ
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢« 410-414

N

XIAN, present, now [A]

g% xiangian ready money [D]

5H duixian  to cash a check; to fulfill a
promise [D]

410
8 strokes fjl_l ﬂl fﬁ
/r / ZAl, be at, in, on [A] L1
- /r iAE  xianzai now [A] L1
—1 a ERE zaiwo kan as I see it
4 / / ATET buazaile  to exist no more,
— /r_‘ /r‘l“ /r:l: to be dead
411
6 strokes
» M —‘—l il LIANG, be good, be ‘wt.:ll []?] ’
The student should distinguish lidng from the
“stubborn” radical & (51, p. 11). Lidng has the
\< é] F‘ E] dot at the top.
¥ > | B7 linghdo be good, be well [B] L5
K[ lidngxin conscience L6
412 E KA lidngydu good companion
7 strokes
S

AN
/
=

?
?

SHI, food; to eat. FOOD radical (217) [A]

The “food” radical is a picture of a jar commonly
used to hold food. Supposedly, the A on top is
the lid.

AN | A | A
1 = = ZE lingshi snack L5
HE rishi  solar eclipse
413 ﬁ ﬁ ? HE yueshi lunar eclipse
A £ shiyan go back on your word, break a
9 strokes S promise
R LIANG, two; a tael (ancient unit of weight
R R | I I equaling 50 grams) [A] L2
S N WTF liingshou trick, skill; dual aspects [D]
WHLE liingkuai qidan  two dollars
P I I;' I Pj I W1+ lidng kéuzi husband and wife [D]
— P41 yiliding jinzi a tael of gold
414
7 strokes ﬁij
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415-419 « BASIC CHARACTERS

7

LIA, (colloquial) two; some, several [A] L4

\)\ — — {Fi is pronounced lifing in the (not-too-common)
,f | ,f H ,fﬁ term 3 jiliing “trick, ruse.”
YR nimen 1id the two of you
%k lidqian  a little money (not much)
woes | T 197|194
9 strokes /ﬂiﬁ
L L CHE, car; family name. CAR radical (100) [A]
'f‘ — | The character is a picture of a car or chariot (top
N view —the top and bottom horizontal strokes
i /s being the two wheels).
4+ K% hubehe  train (railroad) [A]
7E[E] ch&jian workshop [B]
416 % chefa  chauffeur
N= R =
4 strokes % qiche  car E
R — yin yin LIANG, a measure for vehicles [A] L3
. - Note that although it is a combination of “car” +
)‘ \ “two,” it does not mean “two cars.”
$ $_‘ $_‘ Z#iZ¥ sanliang chézi three (small)
I_J vehicles
e | BT BT |58
11 strokes i]—iﬁ
_— )r“ E FAN, to turn back; to rebel [A]
JZXF fandui  to oppose [A] L4
fﬁfi xiangfin be the opposite of [B] L5
JZ|7] fanwen respond to a question with a
}:i question; rhetorical question [C]
St finshe  reflex; reflection [D] L6
418 JH finmu  to quarrel (especially
between spouses or relatives)
4 strokes
/ /L, /L, FAN, cooked rice, food [A]
f[ l/ Fan is a sound-meaning compound. The “side-
food” radical gives the meaning; fan (418,
-y Y above) suggests the sound.
L Lf ij KR mifan  cooked rice [A] L1
B yaofan beg for food
419 b BRI yaofande beggar
7 strokes L}i

M zhifan to cook rice A\}i
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BASIC CHARACTERS e« 420-424

YA

-

FAN, to return, go back to [C]

This is a sound-meaning compound: “halt” to
suggest movement, motion, travel; /X fin to
give the sound.

JRI&  finhuin to return

BHMS  finzixianxiang atavism

lﬁm

420
7 strokes
BAN, board; printing plate; a measure for
T 1‘ editions; be “wooden” (lifeless) [A]
The “tree” radical suggests the meaning. J is the
— phonetic (now not such a good one).
* * * F % bandéng wooden bench
AKH mubin a plank; a board; a floor-board
421
8 strokes

TF

/

PI{&N, slice, to slice, piece; an expanse; PIAN y
PIAN, card. SLICE radical (114) [A] L5
JBt pianduan fragment; passage L6

Jr%| pianke a short while; a moment L6

422
4 strokes
I )l BAN, printing block; edition [B]
J J A sound-meaning compound: Compare this to
the character (421) above.
- }" JfiAX banbén  edition L6
WAL binquan copyright
v | W7 | I
8 strokes
\ N - TANG, the name of the Tang (T’ang) Dynasty;
= family name [D]
A The classic dictionary Shuo wén jié zi says that
tang originally meant “to talk big,” that is, to
'___I '_I ' | }_‘E_': boast rudely. The “mouth” radical, of course,
helps with the meaning. Tang Dynasty by
424 sound-loan.
10 strokes }E_Ef‘ }IE_‘E': EE';‘ JH N tangrénjie  Chinatown

JE5  tdngchdo  Tang Dynasty
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425-429 « BASIC CHARACTERS

TANG, sugar, candy [A] L3

A M M ; . ; S
\Y 14 A The “rice” radical helps with the meaning; it
It. often appears in characters for words that mean a
. powdery substance, grain, or granular foodstuffs.

Téng (424, p. 85) is, of course, the phonetic.
¥ baitang  white sugar, refined sugar
ZI## héngtang brown sugar (most Chinese

think it is more nutritious than white
sugar)
7K tangshui syrup

/B3 B
425 N N
16 strokes )

&

SHE, tongue. TONGUE radical (177) [B]

Shé is a picture of a tongue sticking out of a
mouth.

:A
—

¢ xuéshé to learn “by tongue,” that is,
so that you can parrot the teacher’s
words without really understanding
426 them; (colloquial) gossipy
6 strokes ) shéwén French kiss

oH | H |3 R

- HUA, speech, language [A]

e

T

1

-

Hua combines meanings: “words” + “tongue” =
“speech, language.”

Y F 1% shudhua to speak, talk L1
1 _I/| F11if baihua  the ordinary spoken language,
contrasted to “classical Chinese”
N . A Hrisee2l5
427 ‘[j_ﬁ‘ 1% Zhongguéhua the Chinese N
8 strokes language E‘é
4 AN SHE, home; SHE, to give up, to give charity

[A]

(MN) People French-kiss in your home!

#1%  shédé  be willing to part with [C]

# /N5 shébudé be unwilling to part with
[CIL5

2N

+

428
8 strokes

w| b

Tl #) 2B H] T

€% hanshé (modestly) my home

(verbs only) Téjﬁ“\
— SHi, affair, event [A]
— 1 A
': :t = shows a hand holding a writing instrument. It
~

meant “to hold office, to serve” and suggested the
scribes —early rulers’ most important servants.
1 shiqing affair, business [A] L2

IS goshi  story [A] L3

4% doéng shi be sensible, wise [C]

A

I

i
I

429
8 strokes

1|||'I'I|

i

n
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 430-434

7|

g

430
14 strokes

GE, song [A]

The “yawn” radical (to suggest the open mouth)
combines with g& &f (269, p. 54) in this sound-
meaning compound.

Mk gemi  fan of vocalist
fkF geshéu singer [D]
EF guége national anthem
[HA qingge love song

NEE

NEE

W

3 strokes

No pronunciation; FOLLOW/SLOW radi-
cal (65)

This modern radical results from the combi-
nation of two old radicals, meaning “follow”
and “slow.” It looks sort of like a person taking
a long stride. It is the radical in eight common
modern characters, appearing in all cases except
one at the top or side.

R
RN

R R

432
6 strokes

GE, each; various [A] L4

individually [B]

each person, everyone

every one; one by one

geguod various nations

gewei everybody (used in addressing
an audience, to get people’s attention);
each person

gebié
gerén
gege

A

!

433
9 strokes

X R

KE, guest [A]
# N Kkerén
H% qing ke

guest [B] L3
to give a party [B] L4
%% keche passenger train; bus [D]
5% shudke an (informal) emissary,
an eloquent fellow sent to win others
to your point of view

(MN) Everyone under the roof is my guest

/;.

MEIR

TR W

434
2 strokes

No pronunciation. Radical (20), “Top of
méi”
Méi £ is 684, p. 137.
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435-439 « BASIC CHARACTERS

Al

/

ﬁ‘

@

435
3 strokes

QI, to beg [D]

This character once was identical to the “breath”
radical (64, p. 13) and meant “breath, vapors,
exhalations.” It was probably by sound-loan that
it came to mean “to beg.”

28 qishi to beg for food
Z15 qigai  beggar L6

[

N

=

ﬁm

436
6 strokes

CHI, to eat [A] L1

IZ%  chifan to eat

1273 chili  to require strength and exertion;
be arduous [C] L6

Wz chikit  to suffer [C] L6

12774 chide dongxi food, things to eat

FIZI T wo chibdole Thanks, I've had
enough to eat.

(MN) The mouth begs for something to eat

ad> | =D

aod> | aod

o) | aod

\ N N\Y4 XING, be happy; XING, to begin; family
\ \ { name [A]
=>4 gaoxing  be happy, be cheerful [A] L1
/ \ W) / Y / Y / 24T xingwang rise and fall (of a nation, clan,
7 7N etc.)
437
6 strokes
§ Z VAN 2 NENG, be able to; be expert (in...); energy
/ N ﬁ | [A]L1
> For the sense “energy,” see 443, p. 89.
L~ | ~ | #Ef% nénggdu be able to [A]
AET nénggan

be capable, be competent [B]
L5

438 b b = ’ﬁ{é % néngli  ability [B] L4
10 strokes - b HE+ néngshou an expert [D]
N 2 > A\ 4 I‘ ’ CENG, already; ZENG, relationship between
great-grandparents and great-grandchildren
) I / through the male line; a family name [B]
IlL] Ilﬁ ﬁﬁ é’é céngjing to have already, once L5
B 1H4C zengziifu (paternal) great-grandfather
439 P (H 179)
12 strokes =]
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 440-444

— - | SHI, corpse. CORPSE radical (67) [D]

J The character was originally a picture of a man
lying down. The student should learn to distin-
) guish the “corpse” radical from the “door” radical

J (504, p. 101).

JAR shiti  corpse L6

440 J7& shigt skeleton of a corpse
/‘&:_["ﬁ (not a radical)

3 strokes

HUi, to know how to, be able to; to meet; a
while; KUALI, to calculate [A] L1

£>1% huihua conversation, dialog [A]

A 2% huike to receive a guest [B]
pas

JAN
‘K 2: Ul huijian to meet with (e.g., a foreign
visitor) [B]

>N
N> >

441 %4> xuéhul an academic society; to learn,
to master [C]

6 strokes —%>JL yihuir amoment

[/ I/\ I/\ Yi, using, taking; because of; used as an in-
\ dicator before words showing time, position,

direction, or quantity (see below, and also 459

N and 463) [A] L4
[/J\ AL kéyi  may, be permitted to [A] L2

...LAJh yiwai  beyond..., outside of...,

442 in addition to... [B]
4 strok ...LAZR yidong to the east of ...
strokes frll  sudyi  thus L2

YUAN, origin; a plain [A]

The character originally was “slope” + “white” +
“water” and meant “spring” (i.e., a water source).

Ji5E yudnxian at first, previously
JA7 yudnzi  atom

443 ) E[

10 strokes

YUAN, be willing [A]

The modern form and traditional form (below)
are sound-meaning compounds, but in the

J_
/J D ) " )rLI )'J__' “Water” was corrupted into “small.”
)i
I

J7-FHE yudnzi néng nuclear energy
M7
IS

I3 modern form the “heart” radical repl
places the
J DJ\ } I?' }/I?L Z/I?L “head” radical. A shift in the understanding of
willingness?
444 L xinyuan  heart’s desire [D]
23~ }E‘ 21~ | 15 qingyuan voluntarily
14 strokes /U | /B /N R xityuan make a wish ﬁ/ﬁ\
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445-449 « BASIC CHARACTERS

N N o | e YIN, tone, voice. TONE radical (211) [A]
— . . S
/ riginal form was 5 (speech) plus a line in
N O 1 fi 5 ( h) pl 1
the mouth, and meant “voice of the speech.”
S -2+ | —« | The character has been corrupted into “stand”
I over “say.”
mi=s kduyin voice; accent L6
445 = | 22 | 3% i 1 HfRHE  tade kéuyin hén zhong
9 strokes I—l‘ I:l‘ El‘ He has a very thick accent.
~ ® —~ | %= | YI, idea, opinion, motive [A]
‘\—‘c This character is sometimes explained as “the
E tone in the heart” = “idea, motive.”
= | = | =2 | E yuanyi be willing [A] L3
y L\J\ = JE' UL yijian  opinion [A] L4
& zhuyi pay attention [A] L3
446 o | o | 2 @%ﬁ guyi  on purpose [B] L4
TAh yiwai  be unforeseeable (literally,
13 strok = = =
strokes e R T R “beyond thought”); accident [B] L5
— —_— ~ v | No pronunciation. CLAWS radical (116)
A \) / This is the form of the “claws” radical that ap-
pears as a part of characters. For the independent
~7 form, see 306, p. 62. The radical always appears
at the top of characters.
447
4 strokes
— |~ | SHOU, to receive [B]
—\\’ The “crown” radical is said to be an object being
/—é received from the “claws” (fingernails, hand) by
~ |~ | s the right hand.
» » N/ —
J 22 shoulei be hassled, be put to a lot of
trouble; shouléi, to get involved for
ST someone else
448 N/, N/, 5 shoubulido be unable to bear
8 strokes 4 pa it shouqi get pushed around
- — | = | =~ |ALtolove[A]L1
N ) ﬁ “Love” used to have the “heart” radical (87, p.
18) in it (see below), but that has been replaced
~7 | 2 | 2 by A ybu “friend” (263, p. 53). Distinguish “to
— | love” from 5z (448).
%14 aiqing love (romantic) [B] L4
449 O O 7;;2/\ airén  lover, wife, husband [A]
o ) 57, 7,‘_,‘_4 &J‘—)—l» % [ aigué be patriotic =%
=% xi’ai  to be fond of, to love [B] &

\©
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 450-454

/ . REN, humaneness, kindness [D]
{ { {~ and rén A “person; be human” may be cognates.

—_—
The “two” () is often explained philosophically:
“two” = “another, other.” {_. is one of the four start-
A ,f - ing points of social order in Confucianism, with
N commitment to the common good 3 (1020, p.205),
respect for social and religious forms fL (591, p.
450 119), and wisdom % (1023, p. 205).
4 strokes {=%% rénci kindhearted; benevolent L6
{=%_ rényi benevolence and righteousness
/ /_‘ ZHA, suddenly
/ — I This character is not frequently seen indepen-
—a dently, but it occurs as the sound element in
—a several common characters—where it usually
/F /IE‘: has the value zha.
’Efi zhakan at first sight
451 EAi’E?% zha ybu zha méi Now it’s here,
now it’s not (idiomatically: “now you
5 strokes

see it, now you don’t”).

/ ’f ’f/ ZUO, to do, to make [A]
/ Sometimes foreign students have trouble dis-

—aA
— tinguishing this character in meaning from the
| —a

/—A homophonous i “make, produce, act as, be...”
(See Pt. 2, p. 224a).

{E% zuozhé writer, author [B] L4

“1E hézud  to cooperate [B] LS

452 N
YEX] zud dui to oppose

7 strokes

1’ , ZHA, to set off, blast [C]
}' Sudden fire, how appropriate!
JE7 zhadan bomb

J: J:/ J}:/—‘ JES  zhahui  to blow up; to dynamite

o | K| KF | KE

\ ) ) i . XUE,cave; lair; acupuncture point; a family

/ﬁ name. CAVE radical (128) [D]

70 xuéwei  (Chinese medicine)
—~— | 2> \ acupuncture point
/ / \ JH7C dongxue cave

BT sixue Achilles’ heel

454 (MN) A cave with eight roofs
5 strokes
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455-459 « BASIC CHARACTERS

» s —~— | ZHAI, be narrow [B] L4

J / 7 See 950, p. 191, for %% in a common combination,
/ —A 7& 7 kuanzhii “the broad and the narrow,” i.e.,
R 2 | P ,7‘\r “width, breadth.”
(MN) The cave suddenly narrowed
455 72| 2= |2

CHANG, sunlight, splendor; a family name
[D]

This is a meaning-meaning compound: “sun
+ “sun.”

10 strokes |
|

”

o 1|

E% changyan  (bookish) frank and open
speech or remarks
£4% changshéng prosperous; flourishing L6

o m| I|3

=
456 =]
i

8 strokes

I] CHANG, to sing; a family name [A]

The “mouth” gives the meaning; chang (456,
above) suggests the sound.

l] |

457 [] H

11 strokes

WEFK changge  tosing L2
418 héchang  a chorus (group of singers)
SZ0E maichang to sing for a living

3
e
il

-~ | =| =| =
_m
jp
m

/f | CHANG, to initiate, start off, advocate [B]

{85 changyan (bookish) to propose
f2#18 tichang  to advocate, to promote L5

10 jtiikes /fIEl /flgl {El

g SHANG, up, upon, above; to come or go up
I I_‘ | [A]L1

l—aA
~-LA_E ..yishang more than...; ...and more
_E%% shangxué go to school, be in school [A]

—_— _b7< shang yi  jacket, outer garment [B]
£ shangmi to get on a horse; to start a
459 project
A N N
3 strokes _E4~H shangge yué last month
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 460-464

~

]

1]

dm]

460
5 strokes

XIE, to write, to draw [A] L1

L xigézZl  to write

Ti{E xiézud to write (e.g.,a novel, a poem)
[C]L6

Az xiésheng (artist’s expression) to draw
from life

==
Y}

/D

H| 4
H| I

~

461
9 strokes

~

H

~
G
7

SI, to think, thought [A]

This character was originally “head” + “heart;”
“head” was corrupted to “field.”

S48 sixiing thought [A] L5

= yisi idea [A] L2

(MN) Think of the field in your heart

Z

NICE| F
N | CH

AN

462
3 strokes

XIANG, country (opposite to city) [B]*

The simplified form looks like a winding country

road downhill.

guxiang hometown, birthplace[B] L6

xiangqin fellow villager; local people,
folks [D]

sixiang  be homesick, suffer nostalgia

xiangtli  native soil; local

xiangyin local accent; accent of ?Elg
your native place

S

WA EE &

TR H-

IS

463
3 strokes

XIA, below; to come or go down [A] L1

£ shangxia high and low, old and young,
top to bottom [C]

2 xiangxia in the country; rural

...LAN yixid below...,under...

T H xiage yu¢ next month

EIlI'F%Z  shangshan xiaxiing
go work in the back country (as edu-
cated youth did, for socialist education)

Il

464
3 strokes

JIN, cloth. CLOTH radical (57) [B]

The character is a picture of a small piece of
cloth—a kerchief, napkin, or towel —hanging
down.

FEI1 maojin towel [B] L35

F 1 shoujm small towel, face towel [D]
48 zhijim  paper towel, napkin

A1 weishéngjin sanitary napkin

*In Han-Ying Cidian, % is one of the 11 “left-over” characters, not classified under a radical.



465-469 « BASIC CHARACTERS

MAO, to cover the eyes; to rush blindly

I:I I AN forward, act rashly; to try to “pull the wool
—a over people’s eyes,” to fool or defraud them;
to emit [B]
I=1 | 1= | I=) | The upper part is a cover, the lower part is an eye,
I I_l thus originally meant “to cover the eyes” —this
is now a very minor meaning.
465 I=1 | I=1 | I=1 | E4 maoming to use another’s name
9 strokes IZI ﬁ E B mao yi to brave the rain
HA mao qi to emit steam
MAO, hat [A]

|

=1

The “cloth” radical gives the meaning; mao (465,
above) gives the sound.
- maozi hat,cap [A] L3
IEE maoshé peak of a cap; visor
22 )L bi maor cap of a pen
(MN) A piece of cloth covers the eye = hat

. —
o
=
o

i

T
¢
|
i

466
12 strokes |:|

> » 2 A XIN, be new [A] L2
— RSN
N BT Iﬁ? xinwén  news [A] L3
. DN H ¥ chéngxin again, anew; fresh [B] L4
/D =7 %é %é“ 75 xmxin  (sports) rookie
Sy Yl yap

e |||
13 strokes a) A ) GE 267)

J IU, be old (things, not people) [A] L3
I I | I I_I The “sun” radical may give a hint as to the mean-
ing of this character, the sun being our measurer

of time’s passing.
I FI I B [HH jiiri  bygone days of yore
[H%~ jitixué old (Chinese) learning
468 (contrasted to Western learning)
5 strokes [H4z1l] Jinjinshan San Francisco vy

ES

- = =L Y1, be strange; be separate; regard as strange

—1 [B]

J j%irjir% qiyi be weird, bizarre, alien
j—l—‘ e qiyiguoé kiwi fruit
E j@ jal_‘ i yiji dissident, person belonging
to another party
469 Eﬁié yixiang alien land
6 strokes H¥rH 5 rixin yueyi to change or
develop every day =L




BASIC CHARACTERS « 470-474

— —+ = . | No pronunciation. Radical (165). “Top of
) £ (Pt. 2, p. 265h).
N —p}r(‘ NN
470
6 strokes
= DAI, to wear (hats, glasses, gloves, etc.);
h) 3] to honor; a family name [A] L4
EE' Z 1 aidai love and honor [D] L6
_‘:I:I: E-'; E-'; ;; FME T~ dai maozi to wear a hat
N + + SIS (MN) Ten |- lances X farming H together F&
o |
17 strokes b 3t ==
- —— | &+ | =+~ | CHA, tea[A] L1
K725 chicha drink tea
K& chadidfin refreshments
—4~ | b~ | #875 paocha to make (steep) tea
/ N A A 7514 chahuahui tea party, reception
(also “Z5£27) [C]
472 —/,I—t —/,I—t %% ndicha “milk tea,” tea with milk
9 strokes /j_‘ $

N

x| —|;| ¥

473
4 strokes

SHUI, water; a family name. WATER radical
(125)[A] L1

The character is a picture of a stream of running
water. Its meaning is, of course, closely related
to another radical you have already learned —
“three-dots water” (77, p. 16).

7K+ shuiti climatic conditions [D]
777K hanshui  sweat (especially a lot)
#7K héngshui flood L6

|

474
7 strokes

YOU, wine; the tenth “earthly branch” (used
in enumerations and to name two-hour peri-
ods of the day). WINE radical (193)

A wine-jug; the horizontal stroke inside = liquid
in it. Distinguish the “wine” radical from /Y
“west”/COVER radical (166, p. 95). See Lin
Yutang’s Dictionary 14511 for an account of the
“earthly branches.”

P4} youshi from 5 p.m.to 7 p.m.
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475-479 « BASIC CHARACTERS

3'

S R ) N N J IIVJ, wine, alcoholic beverage [A]
S ‘{ Jilt combines meanings: “water” ( { ) + “wine”
} " (7) = “wine, alcoholic beverage (i).”
v | | Si—= | < jithui cocktail party [D]
» ) »
‘{ {I {I_I Y jitigui an alcoholic, wino, lush
R jitiyi  mild high from drink;
475 N N N tipsy feeling
10 strokes { { {
—_— ]—‘ QfJ, to grab, take hold of [A] L4
]T The form, of course, is “right hand” (3) + “ear
(H).” The hand is supposed to be grabbing the
ear, hence “to grab.”
F[ H E Hif3 qidé  to get, to obtain [A]
g quxiao to make fun of, to tease
476
8 strokes 7 R
| 1 | F | ZUIL, most [A] L2
El ¥ zuihdio the greatest; the best thing to
dois ... [B] L4
X = | = | B |..Z%& zhizui the bestof (e.g., T Z &
| | the best of Asia)
477 = =] =
12 strokes H Hj HX
I N N2 SHANG, still (adverb); to esteem, to respect;
\ / a family name [D]
i gives, or once gave, the sound in a number of
Ij N/ characters. See following items.

{7 shangein to remain
T shangké passable

478 l\_[j
8 strokes A
’ | TANG, to lie down [A] L4
A / I] The “torso” radical helps, perhaps, with the
meaning. The character % (preceding) once
n helped with the sound.
ﬁ lﬂ q U tingxid to lie down
Umfe tingyl  a “lying-down” chair,
479 N1 NI i.e., a chaise longue, deck chair
15 strokes E E E 1]
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BASIC CHARACTERS -« 480-484

I V2
H

——

G

480
15 strokes

N Vg

A /4
i

TANG, a measure for trips or visits; column,
row [B] L4

The walk “7&” radical helps with the meaning.

N/
H

e

/f\l/

481
10 strokes

N A
i

TANG, if [C]
45X tinghuod if; supposing that...; in case
47 tingruo if L6

No pronunciation. Radical (139). “Top of

A[L, d N M 5 (see next character).
n I, N2
482
5 strokes
N T N N CHANG, often; as a rule; a family name [A]
/—LL) Original meaning is “long trailing threads,” thus
':t the “cloth” radical.
I TJ | »%| 3% | A%~ | #% chingehing ofien [A)
) = ELAl s oy 2 .
S yichang be unusual, abnormal; ex-
tremely, anomaly [B] L6
L 3 TN .
N N i UL changjian be common, ordinary [D]
@ | | g |
11 strokes ) 3 l%
' A\l si7 | ZHANG, palm of the hand; to slap; hold in the
JLLL, palm of your hand; be in charge of; bottom of
I:." some animals’ feet (e.g., ducks, bears); sole or
—J—a > L )':‘, » )':', »_ | heel of a shoe; a horseshoe [A]
~ — | Thessignificance of the “hand” radical is obvious;
i (478, p. 96) helps with the sound.
B0 1 i
484 lfllzj' 'fi':j Féfr i L zhzvlngxu} center of the palm
12 strokes = | = | F= #4E  zhanggui shopkeeper
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485-489 « BASIC CHARACTERS

N I N ~NE2 SHANG, to reward; to enjoy [C]
)—LL) % has the same phonetic as several of the
':t preceding characters— fif]. The radical “cowrie
I I N2 NIz, | Iz, | (money),” logically enough, also appears in this
J\ = |':' character for reward and enjoyment.
T4l shingfA rewards and punishments
JiUE  xinshiing appreciation, to appreciate
85 | Bl | Rl | ply | TR0 xanshing app ppreciate
12 strokes | ot | =
_— | +— | GE, hide (as in “cowhide”); a family name.
—[_—_[—‘ HIDE radical (212) [B]
I::' The character is a picture of a hide split and
A —+4~ | =~ | -~ | spread out to dry.
) 1 A .
Hify géming revolution L5
N gézhi  dismissal
486 - | =
9 strokes ==
7 5{ 5{ 71 | JTAN, be difficult [B]
In the traditional character, the element on the
left—now the “right hand” radical —was a pic-
\< :[ El ture of a man with his hands tied behind his back,
4 ;{ ;{ S{E hence “to be in difficulty.”
AL jiankn  difficult
487 XE 5{& MRFS jianxiin  hardships and dangers
8 strokes ~ %E

X/ X’r NAN , be difficult [A]; NAN, a tough time;

f"—‘ disaster, adversity L3
n MEFE nanzhit  to stop with a difficulty,

A

N A A to stymie (M E, cannot stymie...)
A X’f X’f_‘ X/f:: XMEA ndnkan  be ugly [B] L5

X3z nanshou feel sick, feel pain,

488 ) ) ) . be unhappy [B] L4
X’E X’ﬁ; X’E XEiE nandao It couldn’t be that... \
10 strokes [B] L4 ;%&

>

GU, valley; grain, corn; a family name. VAL-

YR LEY radical (199) [C]

/\ The character is a picture of a valley. Its other
meanings come from its use in modern times as

a short form for another, semantically unrelated

N
N
/
A\
/

>
>
»

character.
489 QQ 114+ shangti ravine [C]
A7 gizi millet =L
7 strokes [ Btg X (not “valley”)

98



BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 490-494

N ) —— R()NG, to allow; face; a family name [A]
/J/\\7 254 réngrén  be tolerant, put up with people
L6
- f—» f? 71—‘3 5% xiaoréng asmile; smiling face [C]
(MN) To allow grain under roof.
490 IR | O | O
10 strokes /(\ . i i ﬁ
/ /j ﬁj WU, must not; Don’t! [D] L6
Original form is a knife with several dots to
indicate the scraps; from the meaning of scraps/
@ things not needed, other meanings derived.
491
4 strokes
| 1 H Y1, to change; be easy; family name [A]
Yi originally meant “chameleon” and was a pic-
ture of a chameleon. The meaning “to change” is
H F an easy extension of “chameleon.” The meaning
“easy” is probably by sound-loan.
%55 réngyi be easy [A] L3
492 % % 24 yijing  The Book of Changes (I-Ching)
8 strokes
N v, | CONG, be intelligent [B]
N/, E: E: E: Cong originally meant “be quick of hearing,
be quick of apprehension,” from which it eas-
AN ily came to mean “be quick to understand, be
Jl ‘\ H:H H:l\'_ll H:l\'_ll intelligent.” The “ear” radical helps with the
/ meaning.
HiH]  congming wise, intelligent L3
493 M 4 P4 | 58 shicong  deaf
15 strokes U 7| 7/ (- 256) H)
I n H MfNG, be bright, be clear [A]
“Sun” (H) + “moon” (H) = “light, be bright.”
B K mingtian tomorrow [A] L1
H H H Y& congming be intelligent [B] L3
B mingbai to understand [C] L3
F157B  hei bai fen ming in sharp contrast
494 H H (literally, with black and white clear(ly
8 strokes marked))
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495-499 « BASIC CHARACTERS

I

TING, to listen [A] L1
The old form had “ear” as one of its meaning
parts. The simplified form is more or less a
shorthand abbreviation.

l] l]r l]): Wrli tgjian  to hear [A]
Wriki tingshud to hear it said that... [A]
WIS tingxi€¢  dictation, do dictation
495 n }]1 (in class) [A]
7 strokes [
F [N
/ /\ /‘\ JIN, be of/at the present time, be contempo-
/\ i
A Distinguish from 4> (369, page 76)
7 AN 4K jintian  today [A] L1
-7 4H jmni today, the present time,
“these days” [C]
496 4> giijin past and present
4 strokes 4f jinsheng this life

JOO

N

?

CH

ER

NIAN , to think about, to study [A] LS

(MN) “Be present” (%) + the “heart” (oL») radi-

cal (for “mind”) = “to have the present in the

mind, to study”

84 xidngnian to miss, to remember
longingly [B] L5

& niansha  to study, do some serious

497 /—‘,\ reading [C]
8 strokes PIAR I
— —+ i XIAO, filial piety; family name [D]
The character combines meanings: the “old”
() radical + the “child” (1) radical = “filial
;l/‘A _-[73‘ piety.”
/Ly xiaoxin filial piety, love and respect
Fil xid filial piety, 1 d resp
for parents
498 27 xidozi  filial son
7 strokes %:
. 3 3. JIAO, to teach; JIAO, to tell; religion; family
name [A] L3
# looks like a meaning-meaning compound:
old (%) + child (F) + a hand holding a stick
# / (for discipline) ( £). In fact, “old” used to be
“crisscross” and was the character the child was
taught to write.
499 }‘ }‘ R jiajiao a private teacher, a tutor;
11 strokes % % %& upbringing

#fi jiaoshid to teach

100




BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 500-504

1A]

HE, what? why? L1

The form at the top is the “say” (F) radical,
not the “sun” (H) radical. This character is now
bookish.

T 8| J

500
9 strokes
I n HE, to drink; HE, to shout [A] L1
Hé (500, above) gives the sound; the “mouth”
/@ radical gives the meaning.
= IE5%5% hecha to drink tea
l] l]l/a I] W5F hecdi  applause
KNz KWy dachidahe to pig out, to eat and
501 drink extravagantly
12 strokes I]/E ' I]’ E?’ I]’EJ
e /3 - | SHI, pig. PIG radical (194)
The character is a picture of a pig.
502 % {
7 strokes
»

J;’

~

I

503
10 strokes

JIA, home, house, family; specialist; family
name (rare) [A] L1
Jia combines meanings: “pig” under “roof”
= “home.” Some commentators say the pig is
really outside the house. Either way, it seems
that a pig was considered of great value to the
family back then.
}Xé se—_ o

L5

KK jiazhing head of a family [D]
KL jiamu my mother

A )

SNV

[N <] T

504
4 strokes

HU, door; a measure for households; family
name. DOOR radical (86) [B]

This character is a picture. The student should
distinguish it from “corpse” J' (440, p. 89).
J"H hukoéu population; household [D]
ZJTAZK sanhiirénjia three households
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505-509 « BASIC CHARACTERS

A )

—

Y

505
4 strokes

FANG, square; direction; locality; family

name. SQUARE radical (85) [A] L5

Fang may originally have been a picture of a man

leaning hard to one side —the original character

for 5% pang “side” (875, p. 176). By tradition,

“square” radical. It gives the sound in several

characters (below).

J7{# fangbian be convenient, to pee, bowel
movement [A] L3

Z<77 dongfang the East, the Orient [B]

> > e 2, | FANG, house, building; family name [B]
:t “Door” gives the meaning; fang (505, above)
h) gives the sound.
) ) i }ﬁl }ﬁ‘l }‘EA i fangzi house, building; room [B]
575 fangdong landlord [D] L5
J5ZE fangshi  sexual intercourse (esp.
506 > > between husband and wife)
— .
8 strokes J 7 Jﬁ
> » YO FANG, to look for; to dig up (the news); to
DN, T |1 | visitms]
The “side-word” radical here may help with the
) Y. | YL | Y > | meaning. J7 is the phonetic.
J T’)j I fingcha investigate
P77 fangwen to visit; to call on L4
507 .
6 strokes EE
N / 4 4 FANG, to reel, to spin; silk [A]
- The “silk” radical (“side-silk ( £)”) suggests
the meaning.
> A) A ) > . .
— —= | 4i%4= fangche spinning wheel
- é é é J 441 fangzhi spinning L6
7 strokes -~ /%ﬁ
NS / /f /f » FANG, to copy, imitate; to resemble [B]
-—_ The “side-man” radical suggests the meaning.
iy fanggl to build or design, or be built
,fi‘ ,fi‘ ,f P or designed, on an ancient model or
j ]j models
509
6 strokes
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BASIC CHARACTERS « 510-514

FAN G, to guard against [B]

The “left ear” (“mound”) suggests the meaning
(perhaps as a metonymy for ramparts). /7 fang,
as with several characters on these pages, gives
the sound.

[j7%& fangbei guard against

Bj7K fangshui waterproofing

FANG, to hinder [C]

The “woman” radical, in a use which appears
to be sexist, suggests the meaning “to hinder.”
Scholarly articles have been written on such a
bias in the writing system. The scribes and script-
masters, of course, were all male. /7 fang (505,
p- 102) is the phonetic.

Wit fang’ai to hinder L5

SRR
2IEEE

510

6 strokes
oLk
LN SE ]

7sfrlolkes ﬁ]‘j

Y R i
i/ J‘J*/*

512

8 strokes

FANG, to lay down; to put; to tend; to lend;

to fire (a weapon) [A] L3

Although not precise, the “knock” radical,

which has the element of “hand,” helps with

the meaning.

JLs fangxin  to be at ease about [B] L3

K fangda  to enlarge, to magnify [B] L6

JAF fangshou to let go of [C] L6

JiZ% fangxué to get out of class, get out of
school [C]

VS

e

A)

513
13 strokes

IR

A

LOU, a building of two or more stories; family

name [A] L3

55 16ufang building of two or more stories
[C]

T xialéu to go downstairs

FET 16uxia  downstairs

=M KJE  gaoléudasha  skyscrapers

15

i

>

N

D

IR

514
6 strokes

ZHi, to reach, to arrive at; REACH radical
(171) [B]

Original form unquestionably showed an arrow
reaching ground, thus “to reach.”

%4> zhijin  up to the present time [B] L5
%/l zhishiio at least [B] L4
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515-519 « BASIC CHARACTERS

— — WU, aroom [A]

:t The “corpse” radical here is supposed to mean

Z N\ “to lie or sit,” and the character is explained as

} —f “where you come (reach) to lie or sit down—
— your room.”
J&7 wiazi  room[A]LS

515 [5)Z fangwii houses, buildings [C]

9 strokes

DI , the earth; soil; place [A]

Hi77 difang place [A] L3

Hh tidi  land [B] LS

i1 didin  place, site [B]

Hifii diwei  job, status [B] L5

HF dixid  be underground; be secret [B]

516 #557 dizhi  earthly branch(es): see 44, p. 9.
WK xietian xiedi  Thank God!

= | 7B W T

X

|
=| 7| 8|

6 strokes

N )—E WU, halberd; the fifth “heavenly stem.” HAL-

BERD radical (138)

JX is a picture of a halberd—a lance with an
ax-like blade in the middle. Distinguish from %;
the “lance” radical (30, p. 7). On the “heavenly
stems,” see Lin Yutang’s Dictionary 1451f.

<
| T

517
5 strokes

CHENG, to perfect; to become; family name
[A]
J55t  chéngjiu accomplishment [B] L5

!\ %37 chéngli to set up [B] L6

)

%1 chéngzhing grow up, mature [B] L5
%4> chéngfen component(s); class status
(Marxist/Maoist concept) (also written
S18 Jifm) [B] LS
6 strokes % chéngrén  an adult [D]

2t
=

_ CHENG, city wall; city [A]
\ + |

The “earth” radical gives the meaning, and chéng
j (preceding character) gives the sound.

) :[:—‘ :[: :[: % chéngxiing town and country
) )j £ Changchéng the Great Wall L4

% chéngbio fortress, castle
519 Et )
9 strokes :[: j}& :yjjz
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BASIC CHARACTERS e« 520-524

N » -y . 7)_A JIAO, to hand over, to exchange L4
—_— The original meaning of this character was “to
/ \ cross”; it was a picture of a man with crossed

WA WA » . | legs. Distinguish it from “pattern” 3 (215,
2 // X p. 44). 3¢ gives the sound in several common
characters (see following).

520 5 jiaoyi to trade, business transactions

6 strokes S [B] L6
ZF jiaoshéu fight hand-to-hand [D]
» — T T XIAO, school [Al; ] IAO, to check, collate

—_— ?"TQ xuéxiao school [A] L1

/ \ K xidozhiing principal (of a school);

X S vin college president [B] L3
B jiaodui to proofread
(MN) To hand over trees in school
521 >3 | ks | s
10 strokes 1: 1: / 1: )L
— JIAO, to compare [A]
A L L :

A

22 jiao (520, above) gives the sound. Karlgren
(AD 357) sees a connection with chariot competi-
tions. Others see a connection with the chariot
itself.

t[;fkﬁf bijiao comparatively, to compare
522 ?‘F%\‘ Z—F/A\A Z—F/A\A 3t jiaoliang a bout, to contest L6
10 strokes / X EEE
N / s b JIAO, dumpling [A]
ff'—‘ L This is a sound-meaning compound: the “side-
/ \ food” radical for meaning, 3¢ jiao (520, above)
X /L, ) N /L,/J_ for sound.
L L L BT jidozi dumpling (stuffed with meat
 and vegetables) L4
523 fs | s | s | i Jianjido  fried dumpling \
9 strokes L U I)L ﬁi
N > DY 7‘4 JIAO, suburb; outskirts of a city [B]
—_ The “city” (now called “right ear’—see 191,
/ N p- 39) gives the meaning. 3¢ jiao (520, above)
x 7\_\‘ 7‘-: 7\_\‘ gives the sound.
/ )§ /IW b jiaowai outskirts, suburban
ZRYF  jiaoyéu picnic, excursion
524 7‘—\‘ 3 f—\‘
8 strokes )< )‘ Ig
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525-529 « BASIC CHARACTERS

S > AN /_n XIAO, effect; to imitate; to devote [B]
‘_\‘ %17 xiaoli to render a service to; an effect
/ . DI

N N N #HE xidonéng efficacy
/ // 5( iR fingxiao  to imitate; to follow the
example of
575 N, N, N, R shéngxiao be in effect; become effective
v AR L6
10 strokes )( )( )(
3 Va JIAO, be crafty, be cunning [C]
—_ j j The “dog” (on the left) may allude to small
/ \ animals (see 183, p. 37) and some idea that such
> S DN > . | are cunning. In English, we say “foxy” and “to
z z g/ outfox someone.”
B jidohua crafty, sly LS
526 /J-\A /J-\A /J-\A BVE jidozha  deceitful
9 strokes / )L
N JIAO, be sticky; glue; sticky stuff; plastic;
—_— J J J: rubber [C]
/ \ The “moon/meat” radical on the left, with the
> —~ | significance here of “meat,” perhaps suggests the
H f f meaning. 3¢ jidao (520, p. 105) gives the sound.
JBK - jigoshui  glue
577 H/;. f s f res X#¢ jiaonang capsule
10 strokes a S H%a
N YAO, to bite; to incriminate an innocent
—_— I n I] person with false testimony [B] L5
N Dﬁ?H% yaoérduo whisper in sb.’s ear
[] > I:]—L I]/—L SO yiowénjidozi to talk pedantically
528 7= | s N
9 strokes ” I-I/ I-BL
YONG, to use [A] L3
J J I J I Of much disputed etymology.
YEH  zudyong function; to affect [B] L3
FE?'J yongli  put effort into [B]
- iz ylunyong use, put into practice [B] L5
L yongxin  motive; diligently [C]
529 FI  yongrén servant [D]
5 strokes
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 530-534

| g

FIVJ, to begin; just, only (bookish)

J | H
n |
7 strokes
N / F E PU, to store; PU, to spread [B] L6
/‘ ] The character is a sound-meaning compound.
The “gold” radical gives the meaning, and fi
t; % %—A (530, above) gives the sound.
~ - iy puzi a store, a shop
fifi5k plizhang be extravagant
531 —= —=
12 strokes %I_J %ﬁ é&@'ﬁ

— 1
—1

~

RIS

532
8 strokes

GUAN, mandarin; government official;

(bodily) organ [B] L5

Suggest taking the shape as “buttocks” under

“roof” —a government official sitting and doing

nothing. The bottom is not & (Pt. 2, p. 216b) or

B (Pt. 2, p.238b).

‘B /7 guanfang governmental [D]L6

H1f guanhua “Mandarin” language

TE wi guan the five organs (ears, eyes,
lips, nose, tongue)

iz

T\ o T

B

:\f 3

GUAN, public building (embassy, museum);
public accommodation (hotel, eatery, tea-
house); family name [A]

Guan (532) gives the sound—and maybe the
meaning; for “eatery,” the “food” radical, of
course, helps with the meaning. (MN) An of-
ficial eats

533 ,F /_,,;ﬁ TRAE Efimguz“m restaurant [C] L1
KIAE tianwénguiin  planetarium s
11 strokes L (KX = astronomy) EB
— NI, nun [D]

M

RIS

1

534

5 strokes

Looking now like “corpse” J™' (440, p. 89) +
“ladle” b (41, p- 9), this character was once
“person” beside “person” and said by some
scholars to mean “be beside, be near” or “a
person pressurizes another” by other scholars.
Either way, the meaning “nun” appears to have
come by sound-loan.

Jeli  niga  Buddhist nun

JEX V] nilu6hé the Nile River
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535-539 « BASIC CHARACTERS

e

I

i

NE, a grammatical particle [A]; Nf, wool-
stuff L1

Ni (534) gives the sound; the mouth here warns
that the character may be a particle. Chao’s
Grammar says that ne may signal a question, a
deliberate pause, or a mild warning (pp. 801f).
The meaning “wool-stuff” comes by sound-

535 Fl Fl
8 strokes l] 7 l] Iﬁ lo‘an.
FWe woéne What about me?
- SUC), place; which? what?; family name [A]
BAE
“Door” and “ax” here combine to mean “to build
- aliving place,” whence “place.” Other meanings
F F }:y' by association.
firLL sudyi  therefore [A] L2
536 i sudydu all; to own; possessions [A] L4
8 strokes F J F J I Frff  sudzai place [C]
< N > \z QI, gas, steam [A]
S a The character combines meanings: “water” +
“breath” (vapor) = “steam.”
( l ?7/ \z/_‘ \z/—_“ 5% qiché automobile [A]
757K qishui carbonated drink, soda water
[A]
537 \]/::
7 strokes _“
, ’ ’ ZHOU, boat. BOAT radical (182) [D] L6
) ) The “boat” radical is a picture of a boat.
A 17 zhouché (bookish) boat and car;
) » D (by metonymy) journey
v J ] > £+ zhouzi (bookish) boatman
Ji/t fangzhou an ark, the Ark
538
6 strokes
’ ’ ’ CHUAN, boat, ship [A] L2
, l ) J ¥l qichuén steamship [C]
T xiachuan disembark
) ) L ﬁﬁfﬁ chuanzhang master, captain, of a ship
) ) ) MFE  chuanshéu  the bows of a boat, prow
Note that in modern Chinese, ffif can mean both
539 small and big vessels, while £ mainly refers to
11 strokes ﬂ)l_[— ) JI:IL £ {:I]' smaller ones.
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 540-544

FEIL to fly [A]

Féi is a picture, somewhat abbreviated, of a
flying bird.

K feichuan blimp, airship [D]

&S} feizhou  a very fast boat (speed-boat)
“KFF feiben  run like flying

540
3 strokes ﬂ-’é
Ji, several, a few; how many? [A]; JI, (small)
) }—L table. TABLE radical (30) L1
A picture of a table. Other meanings by sound-
loan. Distinguish from JL (67, p. 14). As a radi-
cal, JL may appear a bit different, as in JX| feng
“wind” (819, p. 164), 2= dud “flower” (Pt. 2, p.
541 243b), etc.
2 strokes JUSUT jididnle What time is it? j%lé
— JI, machine, mechanism; crucial point; op-
portunity; be quick-witted [A]
KAl feiji  airplane [A] L1
#l4: jihui opportunity [A] L3
1; * J *J_L IEHL changji arecord-player, phonograph
FL#F jiqi  machine L4
542
6 strokes T%
/ VA VA XiNG, to go, do, perform; be okay [A]; behav-
/ — / /f ior, conduct [B]; HANG, row (e.g., of trees),
line (of verse) [B]; business firm [C] L4
S— | £— | ~2— | “Step” (50, p. 11) + “step” (now slightly cor-
/f /f_‘ /fT rupted) = “to go.”
{775 xingli  baggage [B]
543 fr N xingrén pedestrian(s) [C] LS
6 strokes i7)ll hang ye trade, profession L6
g — |+ | = GUI, jade tablets or jade batons used in the
—1 A old days as symbols of authority
—_— Note that in gul “earth” appears twice. These
A —4-~ | - | -}~ | jade symbols were the tokens used in conferring
—_—l A —_ + —I~ | fiefs (land).
£ guibidio old Chinese sundial (it mea-
544 sured the length of the year and of
6 strokes the 24 solar terms)
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545-549 « BASIC CHARACTERS

S
/___A—A

—d
A
-

N

JIE, a street (A)

Ji€ is a sound-meaning compound. “Go” gives
the meaning; gui (544, p. 109) at one time gave
the sound.

{8 jiedao street; neighborhood [B] L3
KA dajie  boulevard [B]

N =S NN
Ty |

545 J# A Tangrén jie Chinatown [A]
12 strokes
g g FENG, to seal up [C]; a measure for letters;
——_|. a family name [A]
] _A\ {5} xinfeng envelope [A]
= + $ =0 fengkou to seal up (a letter, a wound);
- — to end a debate
546 %; %j.
9 strokes

I

A

| —a

~
v

¥

dF| Y| EE| W F(EE Y

547
8 strokes

DiNG, be calm, stable; to settle (a matter);

subscribe; family name [A]

The character combines meanings: first “set

right” 1E (600, p. 121) things under your “roof”

7 (40, p.9) to have a settled life, or more straight-

forwardly “to fix the roof/building.” IFE now

looks more like /L (326, p. 66).

—iF yiding certainly; fixed, set [A]

/R—3E buyiding not necessarily, not for
sure [A]

e
J >

B

Rl B

w W |

ZEN, how? why? [A]

The character is supposed to be a meaning-
meaning compound: “suddenly” “F (451,
p. 91) + “heart/mind” = bewilderment = the
questions “how? why?”

/7, zénme how? why? [A] LI

RN/EZ buzénme not very

548 /—E
9 strokes I PIAN I
C()NG, to follow; from [A]; a family name L2
Two persons, one following the other.
Bt M suicéng retinue, attendant
MAS céngbu  never [B]
MI% céngméi has/have never [B]
MU céngei  from now (then) on [B]L5
549 M céngshi  go in for, deal with [B] L5
4 strokes

fiE
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 550-554

HUi, to return; a time, occurrence; Muslim;
| | l | | I a family name [A] L1

n The character is supposed to symbolize going
around something until you reach a point of
| I I | H I IE] origin, e.g., a whirlpool.

[7]#8  huixiing bring back to mind,

550 recollect [C]
FZ%  huijia to return home

6 strokes .
“NE] xiahui  next time

— z yiy DAO, to arrive at; verb-ending, indicating

successful completion of the action of the verb;
I family name [A] L2
iy The “reach” radical gives the meaning; dao (232,
— z—ﬁ: i p- 47) gives the sound.

M...2]... céng...ddo... from...to... [A]

551 F| 7 daole [some subject] has arrived
8 strokes il i” A% kandao to see

/ — DAO, on the contrary; be flipped, be upside
down; DAO, to fall, topple L5

AZF] xidingbudao be unexpected [A]
2.\
LA

T I fEl[f] ddobi  bankrupt
i B 12‘ 12; ,fz; % daoying inverted image, a reflected

— image
552 Py ,fK ,fZ(J
10 strokes 1;{: j:l j:l
y / /\ /\ / ZUQ, to sit down; to travel by [A] L1

Zuo is a picture of two people sitting on the
earth.

1 AANLT AA /ll_/) AR zuoxia to sit down

A5 zud chudn to travel by boat
553 él__/{
7 strokes

tains, cities, clocks, tombs; seat [A] L4

JEAL zuowei a seat [B] L4
—J#1l] yizud shan one mountain

KAl zud feiji to travel by plane
M —— }—‘—‘ ZUO, a measure-word for buildings, moun-
»

|

(MN) Under the roof, two people sitting on
earth

10 sStSrjkes }2‘7: JEI—_Z\:
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555-559 « BASIC CHARACTERS

p
—1 A

K

LAI, to come; a family name [A] L1

Lai once meant “wheat” and was a picture of
growing wheat. It means “to come” by sound-
loan.

A5k huilai to return [A]
Ak weildi  the future [B] LS
555 T% k18] 1dihui  to make a round-trip; back and
7 strokes forth [C] A
/ K% laike  guest, visitor [C] ;K
g . _I_ :I: QU, to go; to cause to go; get rid of. GO radi-
—1 a cal (133) [A] L1
L& Qu was a cup (now “nose” 4 (46, p. 10) with
a lid (now “earth” 1= (34, p. 7)). Why it should
A ib 2 mean “to go” is unclear.
[F]2: huiqit to return, go back [A]
556 A& xiaqu to go down
5 strokes ikt L shuo 14i shuoé qu  to say over and
over
. -+ + QI, to rise, to raise [A]
J1(297,p. 60) suggests the sound in this charac-
ter; the “walk” radical is supposed to help with
the meaning.
:F :F i E 2ok qilai to stand up,to get up (out of bed);
qilai, a verb-ending, indicating “up”:
uliEE >k, stand up; or “begin”: FEIEL K,
557 ):\E ):\E }:\@ begin singing L4
10 strokes K qifei  to take off (airplane) L4
I I-I H ZUO, yesterday [A]
The “sun” radical suggests the meaning; zha
(451, p. 91) once gave the sound.
H H/ H/_‘ WK zuétian yesterday [A] L1
)L zuér (colloquial) yesterday
558 Hﬂ—‘ H1: E/I_z
9 strokes
| I_I FI DAN, dawn [C]
The character is a picture of the sun just above
the horizon, and it suggests “dawn.” It gives the
sound in a few characters.
A— E' E JCH. Yudndan New Year’s Day [C] L5
—H. yidan in one day, pronto, as soon as
559 (D]
5 strokes H % danxi (bookish) in the morning or the

evening — pretty soon
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 560-564

DAN, but, only; family name [A]

{H/& danshi  but [A]L2
/NME badan  not only [A] L4
{HJE danyuan if only; I wish that

DAN, to carry on a pole on your shoulder (be-
tween two persons OR just one person) [B]

The side-hand radical gives the meaning; dan
(559, p. 112) gives the sound.

fiff danbdo to guarantee L6
Jwi#  biindan a shoulder-pole

i

— I |{A |{H
e M

T
| |40
somes | FH |0

J 1)
— [ A AN
el {H

DAN, gall bladder; courage; inside of a ther-
mos bottle [B]

The “moon/meat” radical (as “meat”) gives the
meaning. H. dan (559, p. 112) is the phonetic.

JEVt dinzhi  bile
B4 dinliang courage

5

563
6 strokes

ZAO0, be early; long ago; Good morning!
[A]

B ziofan  breakfast [A]

H. I zioshang in the (early) morning [A] L2
HiE zdoy long ago; for a long time [C]
HH zionr soon; at an early date [D]
HLpi zdodiin  breakfast; a bit earlier [D]

fh
U

N

B

B

564
7 strokes

| B

MIAN, to escape; to exempt [B]

A picture of woman with spread legs to give birth,

now conveyed with % —added “woman” radical

for clarity. Other meanings by association.

/% midinde  to save (as, from inconve-
nience); to avoid [C] L6

i midnshui to be exempt from taxes
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565-569 « BASIC CHARACTERS

A ; o
/

WAN, be late; evening; family name [A]

n H “Sun” for meaning, mian (564) for sound (once
! upon a time).
[J H/ H/?‘ H,le Ht - winshang in the evening; at night [A]
L2
MR wanfan  supper [A]
565 Mi<> winhui  soiree, evening party [A]
11 strokes Hﬁ % % 1% wianbao  evening newspaper [C]
_— T I GONG, work. WORK radical (48) [A]
I is a carpenter’s square; so, “work.”
T.J  gongchiing factory, mill [A] L5
N TAE gongzudp  work, job [A] L1
TN\ gongrén  workman [A] L5
Tk gongfu time, effort [B] L6
366 T4 gonghui labor union [B] L6
3 strokes 70 T. fengdong  to divide the labor [C]

2

- - —
567 QZ QZ
8 strokes - -

JING, warp (of fabric); pass through; literary
classic; family name [A]
Right half: a picture of threads running across a
loom; the “silk” radical reclarifies. Other mean-
ings derived from “warp.”

24 jingchang

every day, often [A] L3

L2 yijing already [A] L2
B4 céngjing  have done it [B] L5

&

M

A

x>

|

HAI L2, still, yet; HUAN, to return [A] L3
The upper right-hand part of ¥4 has nothing to do
with the negator of verbs /~—it is a shorthand
way to suggest the upper right-hand part of the
traditional character (see below, this frame).
IAJE  haishi still, yet [A] L3

A7 hudnzhai to repay a debt

A}

}E

568
7 strokes
N2 L W
» /.
I >/ >/ A W4
| (0|
569 A W4 A W4 A W4
9 strokes H Hl Hu

QIAN , front, in front of [A]
s
R T

coéngqgian in the past [A] L5

giantian the day before yesterday [B]

gianfang ahead; the front [C]

HiJG qianhdou  in front and back; from begin-
ning to end [C]

Hil] qidnmén (at) the front door

HIMIK  qidnlidingtian the past two days

=
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BASIC CHARACTERS « 570-574

BT
B

A4

(%

JIAN , scissors; to cut with scissors [B]

H (569, p. 114) suggests the sound. The “knife”
radical helps with the meaning.

85J] jiandao scissors L5

BY4L jisinzhi  paper-cut
570 AYW.d AYW.d AYW.d
I I I
11 strokes H R | H
/ /- | & | JIAN, arrow [B]
/ )i / ci HT (569, p. 114) suggests the sound.
#isk jiantéu arrowhead; arrow (sign)
’ 40 Va0l S shejian to shoot an arrow; archery
571 | s | A
15 strokes H Hl H U
N2 M A —2. | JIAN, to fry; to simmer in water [C] L5

BT (569, p. 114) suggests the sound. The “fire-
dots” give the meaning.

Hiff jianbing pancake

J HiZk jian’do  suffering, torment
>» 2 >» 2 A W4
o712 Bl | BY | HY
13 strokes A VY IV
SHI, time [A]

The “sun” radical helps with the meaning. If ~J°
“thumb; inch” can be thought of as suggesting
measurement, then 15 should be fairly easy to
remember.
[5[A]  shijian
[ shishi

time [A] L2
often, all the time [C]

573 I shishi
7 strokes HTJ‘ iy % shichang often [C] L6 Hf_,f‘b
1 /ﬂ /ﬂ—' HOU, to wait; climate; a period of time [A]
L [i§f5 shihou  time [A] L1
[A]fz  wenhou to ask after someone [B] L5
Kf% hudhou time required to cook
/ﬂ:" /ﬂ,:L /ﬂ,:_': something
SfE qihdu  climate L4
574
,_A
10 strokes /ﬂi“ 1@ 1@
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575-579 « BASIC CHARACTERS

——

575
6 strokes

BAI, one hundred [A] L2

Bai (282, p. 57) gives the sound; “one” suggests
that the meaning is numerical.

Z AW liobiixing common folks [B] L5

HAETTHL, H %NS baihua qifang, biijia
zhéngming “Let 100 flowers bloom, let 100
schools of thought contend.” (Mao Tsetung)
[D] (f£ =787, 5F = Pt.2,p.217b, il = 512,
=709, 9 =Pt. 2, p. 268a)

D
A

576
4 strokes

WEI, for; WEIL, to be, do, act [A] L3

A1 2, weishénme why? [A] L2

HNT weile for; in order to [A] L3
A1k ...wéizhi  upto...,until... [C]
N ...wéishou with... as leader [C]

MXE wéinan be embarrassed; give some-
body a hard time [C]
(MN) To do two points of strength >

AN

Vavi

&

\f

>

i
i

Di, a prefix to numbers (forms ordinals) [A]

%F— diyr first, the first L2

IR disi tian  the fourth day

5= disanzhé the third person; the other
woman (or man), e.g., a mistress

(MN) Little brother wears a bamboo hat

577 /“,%.’T‘ /“EE."T‘ /“;E"‘
11 strokes
. | .. | NIAN,year [A] L1
f — / — | Originally combined with “Z&” crop on top and
N “ 4 * person below and meant the annual cycle
I a of grain harvest. Modern form is no longer
/I_‘ _:/ recognizable.
4 qumian  last year [A] L2
A4F jmmidn  this year [A]
578 WI4F mingnidn next year [A]
6 strok 20 nidnji age (a person’s) [A] L5
strokes —H4E yibdinidn a hundred years; a lifetime
K/V&N, bowl. BOWL radical (38)
I_ I_I Kan is a picture of a bowl.
579
2 strokes
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 580-584

580
3 strokes

CHE, sprout. SPROUT radical (61)
The “sprout” radical is a picture of a sprout.

p

|
L]

C

CHU, to come/go out; to produce [A] L2
Suggest remembering as a picture of a sprout
coming out of a bowl.

HWZ chiibin  to publish; put out [B] L5
H2k  chalai to come out [A]

chaqu to go out [A]

chiikou exit, way out [A] L5

EEEEEEEE
HE ST M

581 chiixian to appear, emerge [A] L3
5 strok t= chashéng be born [B] L4
sroxes i1l chiimén be away from home
Vs = Y DENG, to wait; to equal; rank; “etc.” [A] L2
/_ﬁ‘ Although the authorities all equate 5§ with
N English “etc.,” 4% sometimes seems rather just
N to signal the end of a list. 555§ = etc.
A RN W Wy
~ Zf%  dénghou to wait for [C] L5
43| déngdao by the time that... [C]
. 4. ZE. %5 ma, nid, yang, déng horses,
582 /_‘?5“ é‘ﬁ“ é‘ﬁ“ cows, sheep, etc. OR (better): horses,
12 strokes J J cows, and sheep.
J S Jl, E;JAI, be fast; soon; be happy; be sharp [A]
J a PR kudicheé express train
thJJ kuaidao sharp knife
\ Il‘_I Jl‘:l‘ Jljl KPR feikuai  be very fast; be very sharp
A kuaidiin “Faster, please.”
533 PR kuaile be happy, happiness L2
J
7 strokes I‘J%
) J F MAN, be slow [A] L2
J E 127 manche local train
I:l:n Pifg  kudiman “the fast and the slow of it,”
= = = i.e., speed
X }I‘ Jr'_' U 127 manzéu Watch your step! Take care
of yourself! (said to a departing
guest)
584 = = A=)
J J J :
14 strokes rlIEI IEII % (MN) Be slow with your heart, the sun, the hat,

and the right hand
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585-589 « BASIC CHARACTERS

-~

;1

585
6 strokes

ZAI, again; another, more [A] L2

0L zaijian  Goodbye! So long! [A] L1

Ff= zaisan  over and over, repeatedly [C]
L5

1t zaishudo and furthermore [C]

PRI zai géi wiige  give five more

==

[i

586
11 strokes

ZHE, (after verbs) ‘“‘continues doing”; (after

imperative verbs) intensifies the command

[A]L2

See next two items. (For more on %, see Chao’s

Grammar 248-51, 446-47.) Note: & is not &

(161, p. 33).

Wiz & WE  ta chifanzhe ne She’s eating at
the moment.

SF% _d¥ngzhe Just you wait!

>

| Dl
| T

f| o |

i
[

587
11 strokes

ZHAO, to touch; to feel [A]; ZHAOLE (%5 )

(after verbs) “Did it right!”’; “Oh dear!”

See preceding and following items.

%1 zhdo mang get busy, feel pressed

% KT zhaohuole catches fire

IXERE] 1% T zheihui ni ké shud zhdole
Right on! You said it!

FLFE T wo mii zhaole Yeah! I bought it!

| 2
|

o]

I
[i

588
11 strokes

ZHU(), to wear; to apply, to use [C]
See preceding two items.

%7F zhuéshou to put a hand in, start [C]
L6
% zhub zhong to emphasize [C] L6
&M zhuo xiding  to consider, focus on [D] L6
%% zhué bi to start to write (or paint)
%71 zhuéli to apply some elbow grease
J=. zhuo yi to do with the brain turned on

/fﬁ':

5| Y| o | K

589
6 strokes

JIAN; a measure for events, official docu-

ments, articles of clothing, pieces of furniture

parts [A] L2

X wénjian  documents, papers [B] LS

ZAFF lingjidn component; spare part;
accessory [C] LS

—{FZ yijian shi an event, a matter, an affair
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 590-594

I JING, well, mineshaft [B] L6

[ A - j_‘ H:, say the scholars, depicts the traditional eight-
family village, with a central area cultivated by all
families for tax purposes: in the central area was
the village well (sometimes in ancient characters
marked with a big dot) (Karlgren AD 1084). Or
rather, more straightforwardly, a picture of a well.

590 HJEK 2 jingdizhiwa a frog living at the bot-
tom of a well (depicting a man of
ignorance)

=+

4 strokes

A) Li, ritual; manners [A]

N
A / Z As often, the “sign” radical appears in a character
related to religion.*
- - L FLIE Nmao top hat

5% Iimao etiquette L4
L% Njin  cash given in congratulation or
591 for respect

5 strokes %
E—— Original form was “hand” + “plant” = worship
Nam with harvest = worship.

—1
7 ] % i_‘ 32:: ALFF libai to worship; to pay homage to the
gods; week [C]

#LFFK Iibai tian  Sunday [B] L5
e | F 2| FE
9 strokes —
AN
£

i3

BAI, to worship, pay respect to [B]

bbb

NA, to pick up [A] L3

The character combines meanings: “to join” +
“hand” = “to pick up.”

i
\

P
= .. K1 na...ldishud  asto... [C]
"_ ik naqilai to pick up
%\F nazéu to take away
AN | O F1£ nazhu to hold onto firmly
10 sstizkes =. 5’:1 %4 nazhe Hold on to it! Hang on!
e - - J iN, to enter [A]. L2 H: (590, above) gives the
AY N - J: sound imperfectly.
a X jinqh  to goin [A]
| ) ) K jinlai  to come in [A]
# ;:I: —d:l: 47 jinxing to make progress with; to pull
strings [A] L4
594 N O jinkfv)u entrance, way in; to enter port;
7 strokes Iﬁ to import [B] L5 N /&
PEA jinri  to enter [B]

*See 450,p.91,0n *L’s significance in Confucian China. In the traditional character (see bottom right,
this frame), the right half is a ritual dish holding flowers.



595-599 « BASIC CHARACTERS

i;—éi

N

PS
5

SONG, to send off, to see off; to give as a pres-

ent; to deliver [A] L2

1517 songxing to see off [B]

x4l songli to send a present [C]

/Ni% bisong  (guest) Don’t bother to see
me off; (host) Excuse me for not...

SE—i%— maiyl songyl buy one, get one

599
10 strokes

llé

595 » jé N jé free
9 strokes 1
—1 | YIN, cause; because [A]
| Karlgren says the basic meaning is “cause” in a
legal sense and explains the character as “a man
(the “big” radical) in prison.”
Ij_‘l j< i A4 yinwei because [A] L2
At yinei  because of this [B] L4
596
6 strokes
/ ) XiN, sincerity; to believe; letter (as in “busi-
;A ’f ’f ness letter, personal letter””) [A] L3
N The character shows “a man standing by his
A W AN AN word,” whence “sincere; to believe.”
’f ’f ’f — | #8fF xiangxin to believe [A] L3
T%/Q\ xinxin  confidence, trust [B] L4
s, | 2o | go. | E{F huixin  to write back; a reply (written
597 — — —
or oral) [B]
9 strokes ' T | TH | (%% xinnian  faith, belief [C] L6
WAN, ten thousand; family name [A] L3
R 7 ), ’ The traditional form derived from a picture of a
scorpion, current meaning by sound-loan.
TJ7 qianwan 10 million; by all means [B]
J3Ji wanwan (intensifies negation) abso-
lutely (not...), never; 100 million [C]
598 J7— wanyl just in case; what if; eventuality;
one ten-thousandth,
3 strokes tiny bit [C] L5 &
I 1} 1 JIN, be tense, be urgent, be tight [A] L5
I l 2 23k jinzhiang be excited; be tense;
be exciting [A] L4
1 | 1l 1 %22 yaojin be important [B]
/ ™~ } g KE taijin  be too tight (as in shoes, clothes,

etc.)

2
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 600-604

- ~ - ZHENG, be true; truly; be straight, upright; be

—_— | I“ in the midst of (doing) [A] LS
R 1E gives the sound in several characters (see below)
in which rectification seems to be part of the mean-
| R T’: i E ing.* IE is sometimes used as a substitute for Ti.
(five) when counting, for it has five strokes.
iEAE  zheng zai be in the midst of [A] L2
600 1F%F zhéng hio  be just right; it just hap-

pens that... [B] L4

5 strokes N
1IEH  zhéngchang  be normal [B] L4

— T —F ZHENG, government; political administra-
tion [A]

1E gives the sound. As for the the significance
—F / of “knock,” Mao Zedong once said: it s melet
| I_E I_E H{EAL “Political power grows out of the barrel
of a gun.”

601 I_E/_‘ I_E I_E % zhéngke politician (pejorative)
9 strokes

. = ;E ZHENG, to tinker with; to give trouble;
whole, exactly [A]

—_—

E:\t Q 1E is phonetic. The top part— 3 “bundle, to

E ;ﬁ& ;ﬁ& ;E& bind” + “to knock™ means “to correct; imperial
DA orders.”

T
#£~ zhéngge whole, entire [B] L5
#H  zhéngzhéng whole, entire [D]
602 WA | B | B (W) £i%  (lidng) ditin zhéng  (2) o’clock
16 strokes F T | OIFE sharp [C]
) ) y—- | ZHENG, proof, to prove; permit [B]

Ny —

LA zhéngming to prove; to testify; certifi-
cate,I.D. [B] L4

\T ‘F ‘F JIEY zhéngshii  certificate, credentials [C]
2 TF | Lo

JIEff  zhéngjian  papers, credentials [C] L5

603 N
7 strokes _I’IE %J__E

bob
~
~

L
=

N
A

dition; 2) evidence; to examine evidence; to
summon to court; to recruit or levy [B]

—a 7/
| a
1E (600, above) gives the sound.

Ainrars
N /f
fIESE  zhengbing conscription; to draft

604 / ‘F / iE fiIE/]X zhengf@  to conquer L6
/
8 strokes /ﬂ /f (2nd meanings only) 'f;&

*Karlgren, in “Word-classes in Chinese” (Bulletin of the Museum of Far Eastern Antiquities V (1933))
and “Cognate Words in the Chinese Phonetic Series” (BMFEA XXVIII (1956)) advances the idea that

/? ZHENG, 1) to go on a trip; to go on an expe-
{

‘F The “step” radical may help with the meaning.




605-609 « BASIC CHARACTERS

SICK radical (127)

The “sick” radical represents a person stretched
out on a bed, whence “sick.”

F
1

=
=

Compare the “bed” radical (1033, p.207). Not in
modern use as an independent character.

605
5 strokes

f

ZH]:ENG, sickness, disease; pronounced
ZHENG in a couple of uncommon terms [C]

Y —

1 [
606 \|
10 strokes —F

Ny |
AVA

JE4E  zhengjié the crux of the matter
SR zhéngzhuang symptom L6

L b}

5
BN

\'/Eﬂ

) » | BI, must [A]

LJ %L biydo  be necessary, essential [B] L5
WiE  biding  certainly L6
4% weibl  not necessarily LS
WS bidéi  must
WM bix@i  must, have to L3
607 (MN) Cutting the heart is a must!

=
S|

5 strokes

YE, night [A] L5
7% banye  midnight
/NE M xidoyequi  serenade

A YA

f
B

i

AR

608 ?7—‘
8 strokes
SUi, harvest; year; be... years old [A] L1
fliJL% 7 ta jisuile How old is he?

% H suiyue years [D] L6
E [y E ! I E ! J Ji% wansul Banzai! Viva!
609

6 strokes ﬁ

(cont’d fromp. 121)
a common phonetic in a series of characters may indicate the scribes’ belief that the words of the series
are cognate.

E




BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 610-614

AN

f

I

WANG, to forget; to overlook [A]

The “heart” radical (“heart-mind”) for meaning,
wang (85, p. 18) for sound. Compare with 86,
and note that “side-heart” + wang means “be

J J0y | busy’l T +1= =] while “heart” + wing means
“to forget.”
610 —l—‘_—: J/\ wangba tortoise; cuckold (abusive)
7 strokes oD (Note the change to wang. Also writ-
ten /)
N > N B DN CHé, to differ; to fall short, to owe [A] L3;
i‘ CHA, to differ; difference (arithmetical); mis-
N take; CHAI, to send; to commission; official
‘/-_—I—_AA 2. > 2 » 2. | Distinguish 7 from % (58688, p. 118).
7 Z5  chabié difference [C] L5
#/\% chabudud be almost the same L4
611 > | 2% | 24 7§$ chaishi job, official assignment
9 strokes > | A4~ | %  chiichai  business trip L4
R KALI, to open; to start; to drive (a car); to
— j—‘ boil [A] L1
A J=* kaixué school/term opens [A]
- JF4> kaihui  hold or attend a meeting [B]
9:* JFH kaiming be enlightened [B] L6
JFH Kkaikéu start to talk [C]
H T kai fanle Dinner’s ready! [C]
612 FFHL%  kai wanxido to joke, ridicule
4 strokes [A] L4 Bﬁ
N N/ N/ GUAN, to shut [A]; a barrier; family name
A [CIL3
J[» guanxin  be concerned about [A] L3
N/ N/ N /. | %3k guantéu moment, point in time [C]
/I /I\ %] guanmén to shut the door
KHi guanshui customs duty
613
6 strokes F’zz
JH,
N . 2_‘ KE, quarter of an hour [A]; to carve, engrave
) [B]; be stingy, be sarcastic L.3
The original meaning was “carve.” “Knife”
gave the meaning, hai (331, p. 67) suggested the
?‘ ?‘ sound. The meaning of “a quarter of an hour” is
4 A a transliteration.
37Z) hkeé  immediately, right away L5
614 AKZ] muke awoodcut, wood engraving
3 strokes 2[ ZIJ —5—Z] sandiin yike 3:15 (a quarter past

three)
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615-619 « BASIC CHARACTERS

]

/]

N

NEI, inside [A] L4

Suggest memorizing nei as a picture of a person
entering a space marked off by the “borders”
radical.

IN%¥ neiréng content, substance [A] L4
Wi neidi interior (of a country) [D]
615 INFE neizai  be inherent, intrinsic [D] L6
4 strokes N0 neixin heart; innermost being [D]
— RN santianneéi within three days
NE/NA, particle indicating two closely related
I n l] questions, a pause (“as for ...”’), a mild warn-
ing, a continuing state (‘‘still”’), an antagonistic
retort (“Whadda ya mean, ...2”"), “as much as
l]l I]H I]Ij] ey “really, even” [A]
(See Chao’s Grammar, pp. 801-03.)
616 .. %W ...zhene “Oh,yes, ...is true.” (See
7 strokes I]Ij‘] Chao’s Grammar, pp. 809-10.)
. BiNG, fish tail; the third “heavenly stem”
I I l (used to enumerate headings in an outline,
like “C”—third letter of the Western alpha-
\ bet). [C] L5
Ii I Ii ;l See Lin Yutang’s Dictionary 1451f for an
account of the “heavenly stems.”
617 W bingye midnight
5 strokes
. _J‘ _J‘ GUO, to go over [A] L2
» > s s
ok guoldi  to come over [A]
AN 12 guoqu  to go over; to die; in the past
) j‘ ) j‘ ) j‘ [A]L3
D 1™ ] D 14 guonidn to celebrate the New Year [B]
i14> guofen be excessive, go over the (due)
618 measure [C] L5
6 strokes (MN) Go over an inch ;@
’ I3 Z1, nose; self; from. SMALL NOSE radical
r I-LI (180) [B] (Distinguish from H “eye,” 129.)
A picture. Compare with the radical 5= (Pt. 2,
p.231b).
Iil Iél g Ho azji self, oneself [A] L3
HIK ziwd  self- (before 2-syllable verbs) [B]
619 H M zicéng from, since [B] L5
6 strokes Fl2% zixué to study independently [B]

FIf7% zixingché bicycle [B] L2
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 620-624

. _— — - CAI, to cull, to pick, to pick out, to gather; to
N Y / ¥ ¥ extract, to mine; bright colors; CULL radical
(197) [B]
| | | “Claws” + “tree” = to pick (hunting and gathering).
W/ I /ORI cdichd  to pick tea
I %EEX cliqii  to take; to adopt [B] L5
kM ciiiyong to adopt, to use [B]
620 | W KK fengedi  elegant demeanor
7| 7|< (or appearance) Y
8 strokes PP (first six meanings only) T7K
- N 7 7 CAI, be ornamented; good luck; colorful
N7 =
/ FLF wiicdi be multi-colored
™\ NY; NY; NY; ¥4 caidan Easter egg (the painted one, not
7"‘ 7|§‘ B the chocolate one)
i ciaidan paintball
621 i SvA R
11 strokes 7F/
—H— | == | == | CAI, vegetables; course or dish in a Chinese
_"II N meal [A] L1
MY/ A3% didncai to choose dishes (from a menu)
/ I \ —e | s | 3 | EHI caidi vegetable plot
® MY ML | —jE%E yidao cai  one course (of a meal)
ZZ3% hiincdi  a meat dish
O TR by | € sicai  avegetable dish
622 Y. | 2 | Y2
11 strokes | 7' 7|_\‘
- | | ] CAlL to trample underfoot; to step on [B] L5
Ay ) / The “foot” radical helps with the meaning.
7K BREEE  ciigaoqiao to walk on stilts
Toow
623 E En’/ En’/
15 strokes 7K
— DING, person; nail; be strong; single; the
I fourth “heavenly stem” (used to enumerate
items in an outline, like “D”’—fourth letter of
the Western alphabet); a family name [C] L5
For more on the “heavenly stems,” see Lin Yu-
tang’s Dictionary 1451f.
624 JEW T nigliding nicotine
5 strokes T dingzijie T-shaped junction

T4E  dingziki  T-back
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625-629 « BASIC CHARACTERS

f

DA, to beat [A]; from [C]; DA, a dozen [C]
#TWr dating to inquire [B] L5
FI7F dikai  to open
¥1¥r diaban to put on make up; dress up L4
I didra to branch out (in business);
to force your way in
ML daziji typewriter
¥T%ZiE  dajiaodao to make contact with; to
have dealings with [C] L5

o1

625
5 strokes
/ Van A
Yivaw
Varan

626
14 strokes

SUAN, to add up; to add in; to consider as

[A]L4

F740 ddsuan  to plan to [A] L3

BT suanle That’s enough! Forget it! L6

J3E  xinsuan do arithmetic in your head

%8 bisuan  do arithmetic with pencil and
paper

(MN) Cyclops wears a bamboo hat

>

1

| 3

REN, to recognize; to admit [A]

The “side-word” radical for meaning, rén “per-
son” (replacing a complex phonetic) to suggest
the sound.

N

réenwéi to think, feel, deem [A] L3
rénzhén be conscientious [A] L3

627 A5 rénde  to recognize [B]
INF rénzi be literate 2y
4 strokes I:I?[Lj\
N N N I SHi,to know; knowledge [A]; ZHI (bookish)
) 1 1 to remember; a mark, sign
I AR rénshi to recognize, to know [A] L1
A0 ; .
D N D H PR changshi general knowledge [C] LS
/ \ —I,I_l _[,[:l _I,l:] iH51  shibié to distinguish, discern [D]
4 L6
\D/—‘—» VRN .
628 N l:] ¥ shizi be literate -
7 strokes /' \ ﬁfﬂ
~ > D }—‘—A Di, foundation; bottom [B] L4
A sound meaning compound, although X (d¥)
is now obscure.
) =N > | 5 dixia underneath, below [B]
A) } } r } E JIKT dizi  background, origin, foundation;
original copy
629 AFJIX nidndi  year’s end
8 strokes EE E&
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 630-634

630
13 strokes

LfJ, road; Kkind, sort; family name [A] L2

The “foot” radical for meaning (“road”); the
other part once gave the sound.

% b
iz
iESu
%5
A

lushang on the road; en route [B]
lukou  (road) intersection [C]
liguo  to go past [C]

luzi approach, means; “pull” [D]
zoulu to walk

A}

(| R 7T

631
10 strokes

BiNG, sickness, be sick [A]
The “sick” radical + bing (617) for sound.
A

RN

kanbing  to see a doctor; to examine
a patient [A]
bingrén an invalid, a patient [B]
Jif5 bingfang  sickroom, ward [B]
9% shengbing to get sick [C] L2
Ji1% bingqing patient’s condition [C]

—
LA
A

—
—
—

IE

IEREREE

SHEEEE

BANG, nation [D]

The “right ear/city” radical helps with the meaning.

FFZZ bangjiao  diplomatic relations

S chéngbang a city-state

HE#B lianbang  federation; union; common-
wealth

632 FREX banglian  confederation
6 strokes
r . —_— — — BANG, to help; clique, group [A]
o B Bang (632) gives the sound. “Cloth” is abbrevi-
ated from an earlier “riches,” perhaps with the
i i 3 ilz idea “help (collaboration) is important in creat-
ing wealth.”
1 bangmang to help [B] L3
I3 = ~
633 #F bangshéu helper .
0 stokes ?5[3 ﬁlg %Lg —15 A\ yibang rén gang, clique %{-
/ é é BANG, to bind, to tie; to kidnap [C]
- The “silk” radical is there for the meaning, H
bang (632) for the sound.
—_ — — i ~ ess .
- é = é: 4P2% bangjia to kidnap L6
- - -
634
9 strokes é} é} 3 é} Ig )%ﬁg
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635-639 « BASIC CHARACTERS

— | = | = CHUf, to droop [C]

g ]
N Chui was originally a picture of a tree with
I~ drooping leaves.
4 | 7= | Jr Eia=| chlilézhl be perpendicular, vertical [C]
#Z chuilio  (bookish) to be getting old
635 - | /T TEF  chuiging (bookish) to appreciate
8 strokes EEEE EEEE (a person), favor a person
— — — SHUi, to sleep; to lie down [A]
T . H H H Chui (635) is probably in flE to give the sound,

a but HE can also be explained as a meaning-

meaning compound: “eye” + “to droop” = “to
Hﬂz nod off, to sleep.”

|
b
=

/< shuiyl pajamas

636 iﬁ:
13 strokes H

Hﬁ fES shuiyi sleepiness, desire to sleep
H—

DAI, belt; to wear around the waist; to bring
along [A] L3

ik daitéu to take the lead; to take the

I EIE:

i
J

l_ —+HH- —HH- initiative; to set an example [C]
‘ A dailn  to show or lead the way [C]
J7i pidai  abelt
637 HH | s | s 4% daihaizi to bring up a child
9 strokes I | l—h
1 QUAN, dog. DOG radical (96) [D] L6
h) / / \ The “dog” radical was a picture of a dog, cor-

rupted over time to “big” + “dot.” Care should be

) taken to distinguish the “dog” radical from “big”

k K (61,p. 13) and from K (98, p. 20). Note that
there is also a “side-dog” radical (183, p. 37).

638 KRZF quinya a canine tooth; a dog tooth

4 strokes

| } ) KU, to cry, to howl [A] L3
Ij n Ki combines meanings: “dog” + “mouth” =

~ “to howl, to cry.” This was originally the top
’ \ an nfu] nn] part of 1% “to mourn” —traditional form ¥ (Pt.

———= | 2, p. 269a); the bottom was a person, hidden in

the grave.
B AA =] - 3N N 2
639 RFEAF ki-xiao budé not know whether
n’ H n’ H n’ E] to laugh or cry; find a thing both pain-

10 strokes Y4 N | N

ful and amusing
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 640-644

PiNG, to weigh; be calm, level, flat [A] L5

ZJST

—_—- » N/
\ / Ping is a picture of a scale in balance.
= — V& pingchiang be ordinary [B] L5
N7 | MZ. “F-4 pingdéng  be equal [B] L5
%JZEE pingyuan a plain (flatland) [B] L6
“FJ7 pingfang  (in math) square [B] L5
640 i pingshi  in ordinary times [B] L4
5 strokes “F{T pingxing  of equal rank; parallel [C]
L6
N ——a » M yN— PiNG, to comment on, criticize; to judge [A]
\ / 1 ]/ “Words” + “to weigh” can easily be seen as a
i KON meaning-meaning compound for “to criticize, to
M 3 M 37 M 37 judge.” Karlgren sees 640 and 641 as standing for
l ‘I/_‘ the same word, etymologically (AD 743).
P pinggli to estimate; to evaluate L6
641 M SIZ P18 pinglin  to comment; commentary L6
7 strok =
strokes 1 IZI:I:
—— | #+— | &+~ | PING, first syllable of "’ pinggué, “apple”
I I A [A] (For £, see 690, p. 139.)
AN / ~F- ping (640, above) gives the sound. The
— T —4= | 4= | = | “grass” radical (as indicative of plants, flora)
N N 7| helps with the meaning.
e | e
642 N/ \I/
8 strokes
N S LN YiNG, to promise; ought; a family name;
YING, to respond; to turn out to be true [A]
\ \ M yingyong to put into practice [B] L5
%E daying  to reply, to answer L5
’\ ’\\ '\\ / M A% ying déde ought to be gotten;
be deserved
643 ,A—‘
7 strokes L\L
I

Mz

N/

7

644
6 strokes

DANG, to serve as; in the presence of; the very
same; DANG, to think (mistakenly) that; to
pawn [A] L4

¥4 yingdang ought to (do) [B]

i) dangshi  (at) that time [B] L4

24f dangpu  pawnshop

BB dang... de shihou just

when... [B] AL
=S|
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645-649 « BASIC CHARACTERS

FA, method, way, law; doctrine [A]

/4

| -

646
8 strokes

» N INE
\\ —1— ‘/ 53 fiwén  French language [A]
—1 _a BT fazi way, method [C]
VS R > 4 filing laws and decrees [C]
A ?/ Y—I_‘ :/——I:‘ 13 shudfi  wording; explanation; view [C]
5BE fiyuan  law court [C] LS
645 N N ¥ figuan ajudge [D]
‘ib Y N firén  (law) person; corporation [D]
8 strokes L6
PA, to fear [A]

se

“White” + “heart” = “to fear.” Bai “white” is
probably there to give the sound (but English
has “lily-livered” —from an earlier “white-
livered”).
T képa  be frightening, scary [B]* L5
A parén be shy (afraid of people); be
frightening (making people fear)*
XK pataitai be afraid of your wife

=
L

Y

!

647
7 strokes

WAN, to finish; family name [A] L2

SERL wanchéng to complete [A] L3

FH5¢ ydngwan  to use up, be used up

52JL5E wanr wan (colloquial) be kaput,
finished, “done for”

o

BAN, to do, to manage; to punish [A]
The “strength” radical (suggesting exertion)
may help with the meaning. The two dots can
be taken as sweat.
JpE: banfi method, way [A] L3
75F banshi  do a job; manage [B]
J/  bangong to work (in an office);
to take care of official business [B]

‘EJ» zhiban  to purchase %ﬁ

648
4 strokes
A) N N/
'\ N/
/I[ | j Y| RS s
649 i‘\ /r i‘\ /r i‘\ /r
9 strokes 1 J_' IJ[_l_x

JUE, to feel; JIAO, to sleep [A]
HifS juéde  to feel [A] L2
5 shuijido to sleep [A] L1
Wrid tingjué sense of hearing

5

*Note the typical versatility of the Chinese verb here: 1) T {1, can/should be feared (passive); 2a) 1
N, fears people (is shy) (transitive); 2b) /1A causes people to fear (transitive-causative). (The terms
“passive,” “transitive,” etc. here are not intended to be part of an analysis of Chinese grammar, but



BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 650-654

%—I—‘

%-H‘

650
13 strokes

H:

H
H

CUO, to make a mistake [A] L2

Original meaning is “to inlay,” thus with the “gold”
radical. This meaning is very minor nowadays.

4> cudjin  to inlay gold

NS bilcud  be pretty good [A]

£ cudzi  incorrectly written character;
misprint [C]

£iid  cudgud to miss a chance 1

£ cuojué illusion, wrong impression ﬁE{

A

s

HUAI, be bad, rotten, sly [A] L3

The right-hand part of ¥ has nothing to do with
the negator of verbs /I~ It is just a shorthand way
to suggest the right-hand part of the traditional
character (see below, this frame).

723K ché huaile The car broke down.

651 ;[:
7 strokes ) j;%%
SN > N N HE, river [A] L3
~N K& (106, p. 22) gives the sound; the “three-dots
D water” radical, of course, gives the meaning.
N \‘I_‘ \iﬁ‘ J[iE hédao  river course, riverbed [D]
1 hékou mouth of a river
5 héma hippopotamus
652 \‘E‘ eﬁ‘l‘ 7 hudnghé the Yellow River (in China)
8 strokes

/

YIj, fish; family name. FISH radical (210)
[A]L2

/ Kf feiyd  flying fish
fa% yawing fishnet
—_—a | I | /ﬁ /@l £ jmyd goldfish
Riff jian yd fried fish
653 46/ shengytdpian “raw fish slices,”
/&[ /&[ sashimi
8 strokes A
PARRY
S > > > YONG, be eternal [A]
] 7] The character is supposed to be a picture of water
currents and thus suggests “go on and on” like
b , b flowing water: “be eternal.”
7] 7‘J< ﬂKiﬁ yongyuin forever, always [A] L4
JK/N ... yongbu... never...
654 7kZ: yongshéng  (religious term) eternal
3 strokes life; be immortal

rather a “quick and dirty” way to help native speakers of English and other Indo-European languages
deal with Chinese verbs and get from Chinese sentences the same picture as the Chinese speaker has

in his/her mind.)



655-659 « BASIC CHARACTERS

2

5

oy

YANG, kind, sort [A]

A sound-meaning compound, with “5-” to sug-
est the sound.
£ yangzi

IXt¥  zheyang

/EFf zényang

style [A] L4
in this way; so [A]
how?; in a certain way [A]
—1¥ yiyang be alike L3
fE/Ai‘g zénmeyang how?; ..., how about
it?; How’s everything?; in a o
Bx

ok

N
R

——— *
—_— [ N/ I Y, I N/
655 >
10 strokes
/

RA

R

R R

certain way, in any way [A] L1
TIAO, a twig; a long, narrow thing, a strip;
section; a measure for roads, rivers, fishes,
some animals; a note (short message) [A] L3
A tidojian terms, conditions [A] L4
ffi4 biantido brief note [B] L6
% tidozi  astrip; short note, (vulgar) cop

|
YA

659
12 strokes

H

]

656 et (D]
%44 vitido vii a fish
7 strokes 7,'_§ & yitao yu afis /ﬂ;%
N ){ BING, ice. ICE radical (8)
> Note the similarity between the “ice” radical and
the “three-dots-water” radical (77, p. 16). The
“ice” radical has two dots instead of three.
657
2 strokes
) y » / Ci, a time; a measure for times or occasions
AN l . { [A]; be next (in order); be inferior to [C] L2
</J\ —KX sanci three times
N N N X¥E ciyao second most important, minor
|\ IR 13
MR xiach  next time
658 HIX shouci the first time
H{X zhenci be really inferior, be awful
6 strokes (MN) Be the next to be in lack of ice
J; L L DUAN, be short (opposite of long); to lack

[A]L3

The first example below illustrates a favorite
Chinese technique of word-formation, putting
two contraries together to form an abstract noun:
“the long and the short of it” = “length.”

KJE  chéngduiin length [D]

43/0 dusinshdo  be deficient, to lack

(MN) The arrow and the pea are short
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 660-664

B, set side by side, to compare. COMPARE

- [: [: 7| radical (123) L2
The modern character looks like “ladle” + “ladle”
(41,p.9). The old forms have two people stand-

[:K ing side by side. In any case, there are two similar
objects side by side, as if for comparison.

660 LL#Z bijiao to compare [A] L3

4 strokes HF%E bisai a competition, a match L3

Ji, to reach, together with; and; see K15
] D & and KA, below [B]
) jishi be timely; be seasonable; prompt-
ly, without delay [B] L4
M5 jizdo as soon as possible; at an early
date [D] L6

K155 1aideji  there’s still time, it can be
661
3 K done [B] L4
strokes KR K 1aibuji  it’s too late to do it now [B] L4

— Ji, to reach an extreme; extremely; pole (ex-
treme point) [A] L3

;2 ji (661, above) gives the sound.
(verb) + #2 T ...jile be extremely...:
e.g., I 1 hiojile Superb! Great! [A]

WH jili with all your strength [D]

662 W ri jididin - extreme point
& dt#l b&iji  the North Pole L6

7 strokes
/ Q Q Ji, level, class, grade; a measure for levels,
£ classes, and grades [A]
X ji (661, above) gives the sound.

-/ Q} Qﬁ é& 75 jibié grade; level L6

2% gaoji high-grade; high-ranking L4

663
6 strokes

I] XI, to inhale; to soak up [B]
The “mouth” radical helps with the meaning;

I:l A ji (661, above) at one time helped with the

sound.
I]} w [& WU xishou to absorb L5

5] xtyin  to attract L4

664
6 strokes
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665-669 « BASIC CHARACTERS

B VA

-

L

NAN, south; family name [A] L3

English speakers say “southwest”; Chinese
speakers “westsouth.” See also 666.

— : = = | 7/ nénfang south; S. China [B]
I I I I I I THE§ xinan southwest; SW China [B]
75X dongnan southeast; SE China [B]
665 } } - | Bl nanji South Pole
9 strokes F\.l] F‘_.q rﬂ;:’] T 5t Néanjing Nanjing (the city)
BEI, north [A]
I 1 j Two people sitting back to back, this is the origi-
nal character of 667 7 . Current meaning mostly
, by sound-loan with a little bit of association.
:I :I I:A dt75 béifang  the North [B] L3
#<dt dongbé& northeast; NE China [B]
666 VAt xibéi northwest; NW China [B]
5 strokes JE5T B&ijing  Beijing L1
Wk chéngbéi north of the city
I — = BEI, back; to turn one’s back on; be unlucky,
;l E ) hard of hearing; to memorize; to recite; BEI,
to carry on the back [B] LS
4~ | db | db | &5 beihou in back of; behind someone’s
~ | back
154 beibao knapsack
Hb w e .
667 dJe | de | e H7 @érbei  hard of hearing
_ Jb
9 strokes Ij H % (BEI only) ?ﬁ
F E ZUO, left (opposite of right) [A]
/ / /iF zudéshou left hand
A /i zudyl  left wing, the left wing, left flank
ANPEpE
668
5 strokes

__/_A

/

at|

669
5 strokes

YOU, right (opposite of left) [A]

A7 zudyou left and right; alternately L6
JEAi TS zudyou kai gong  fire away left
and right; be ambidextrous
+~/c4; shige zudyou approximately [B]
.. 4., zud...you... do something
repeatedly, e.g. 7c A 1E
Zuo si you xiang keep thinking
about something
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 670-674

s

BIAN, side, region; family name [A]

What’s inside is not /7 but merely a shorthand

symbol.

4tii béibian north side, northern region [A]

Hj/1 lbian  inside [A]

7ri zudbian left side [B] L2

i1 + verb-1 + i + verb-2 bian...bian... do 1
and 2 simultaneously, e.g.j2 T-/1%# bian

670
gan bian xué work (do) and study,
3 strokes learn on the job [B] 5
— | 57— YA, tooth; family name. TOOTH radical
> 1" — LT (99) [B]
— The “tooth” radical is a picture. It gives the
sound in several common characters (see the
~ ;J following).
["J%F ménya incisor
671 RF _quinya canine tooth; dog’s fang
4 strokes RAZEE quinyajidocud jigsaw-like;
interlocking
. I n l] YA, an exclamation of surprise; an onomato-
poetic sound, e.g., for the creaking of a door;
- YA, used for euphonic reasons in place of ]
—_— — (108, p. 22) when the word before the particle
~ l] l]l_‘ l]ﬂ: ends with an open vowel [A] L4
“F ya (671, above) gives the sound.
672 ﬂ:
7 strokes I]
A) » »— YA, (bookish) be surprised; amazement,
A\ v T |1 wonder [C]
-~ This is another character in which %" ya (671,
T2 » above) gives the sound.
~ -If -Ifﬂ: 1} I T1F jingya surprise L6
673 .
6 strokes _EH:

—_—Aa
A&

7

d

—_— |
e | |

674
7 strokes

Nit

YA, bud, sprout, shoot [C]

The “grass” radical gives the meaning; 7" ya
(671, above) gives the sound. Karlgren sees 671
and 674 as standing for the same word, etymo-
logically (AD 208).

K&ZF fayA  germinate

ZF7% yacha bud-tea
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675-679 « BASIC CHARACTERS

._,_A

1N
[H]

MIAN, face; flour; noodles [A]

The character is a picture of a mask covering the
face. Now it stands, by sound-loan, for a hom-
onymous word meaning “flour, noodles” (in the
traditional character, A is the phonetic, with the
meaning element “wheat”).

JiE banmian layout; space on a whole page

e

HENS

675 PITE lamian  noodles, ramen
AR
? strokes (“flour; noodles” only) EE
\ J > CHUAN, to pierce; to thread; to don, to wear
~ [A]L2
_/_ —a . . 2% 5 « »
. Pictorially, 73" is “cave” (454,p.91) over “tooth,
: / > | &5 | &5 | but logically, perhaps “tooth” = “make a hole
~ in” > “pierce.”
7% kanchuan to see right through
676 23 | 25 | 25 | ¥ chuandai  clothing, apparel
9 strokes — q:‘ E:‘ %% chuanzhué clothing, apparel
- JIN, be near [A] L2
A r J: JT (342, p- 69) gives the sound, “halt” (90,
p- 19) the meaning.
}fﬁ ‘)_? ‘E ALK jinlai  recently [B] L6
1 TCIT  yudnjin distance (compare % in
659, p. 132); far and near
677 N VLT [H 44 yudnjin wénming have your name
| )—T‘ ) heard far and near: be famous
7 strokes 4B linjin be near; be close to
/ X X XIONG, be cruel; be unlucky (bring bad
| luck); be calamitous [C]
The “bow]” radical in this character used to be
X a pit, and the X shape was a person falling, legs
| I up, into the pit: “calamity.”
X[ xiongshou murderer, (figurative) butcher
678 P /L6 . . .
4 strokes 171X xingxiong to commit physical assault
or murder
> =5 >‘< Li, to part from; from [A] L2
i Of disputed etymology. Now a sound-loan for
“to part from; from.”
]_;< ]‘AI ]i[ BT likai  to leave [A] L3
| %{3” libié  to part from (for a long time) [D]
2{[7] lijian to cause a rift between
679 l‘ﬁl >3 >3
10 strokes 3 |I:L% |%—% %&
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 680-684

i

o
N

>
=

LIAN, face [A] L3

The “moon/meat” radical here (as “meat”) helped
with the meaning; the right-hand part once helped
with the sound.

[T ménliin facade
KK xido liin  a smiling face

680 A | HA | A /NELE: budyao liin  be shameless, have no
11 strokes » W JE \_\L conscience Hé‘ﬁ
A s s % liinpén  washbasin A

> \ g A WA SHfJ, number; SHU, to enumerate [A] L6

%

681
13 strokes

g2

shuxué mathematics [A] L3

shuzi  numeral, digit; quantity [B] L4
%tH shumu number, amount [C] L6

%0 suishit  (person’s) age [C]

&L shiishur to count (“to enumerate

Nlas

JL

T

682
9 strokes

%

the numbers”)

XI, to wash [A] L2

A sound-meaning compound, the “three-dots-

water” helps with the meaning while “%” suggests

the sound (now imperfectly).

Ve xiliin  to wash your face

¥ xishéu to wash your hands (figuratively,
as in English) to wash your hands of
something; (of a criminal) to go straight

¥EtL xili baptism (literally,“the washing ritu-
al”); (figuratively) a severe test

YEAHL xiylji washing machine [B] L4

A

/___A
——
——h

-

4

4\[\ ASS

NN
|

683
8 strokes

WANG, to go; bygone; toward [A] L4

£ wingwing often, frequently [B] L4

1% wingchdng as was habitual [C] L6

B2k winglai (or KA1 ldiwing) deal, to
deal, do business with; come and go
[C]

wangshi past events; the past [D] L6

wangri  (in) bygone days [D]

wangdong eastward

(R
fEH

e

N =N =S

g R

&

684
7 strokes

5| o

MEI, each [A] L2

£ K méitian every day

X méici  each time
#—> méiyige each,each one
(MN) Each mom wears a cap
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685-689 « BASIC CHARACTERS

GUAI, to blame; to consider weird; to be

J » J
r weird [B]
J \ @1P% qiguai  be peculiar, be weird [B] L3

J %1% guaihua cynical remark; complaint
T | &%) guaiwl  monster

—_—

—a
— A
A bié guaita Don’t blame her.

685 ¥ A5 guaibude no wonder; so that’s the
J J
I + I:I:

reason; don’t blame ... L6

8 strokes
(MN) The heart of a saint =€ is weird

) 7 ﬁ RAN, be right; so, like this [A]
SR once meant “to roast”; it combined meanings:
“meat” (deformed) + “dog” + “fire.” This mean-

. ing is now conveyed by “#A” which adds another
J M) \ ﬁ & ﬁ}‘ “fire.” Other meanings by sound-loan.
,Z\I@E ranhou afterward [A] L3
2948 dangran certainly; naturally [A] L3
686 ﬁ j( ﬁ j{ ﬁk H#X zirdn be natural CK H #A: Nature) [B] L4
12 strokes 39N | MR biran certainly [B] L5

Ve S— | f— WU, noon; the 7" “earthly branch” [A]
/ ’F- once meant “to knock against” and was a
a picture of a pestle. Distinguish from 1 (223, p.
45). “Noon” by sound-loan. On the “branches,”
see 44,p. 9.

T4 xiawt afternoon [A] L1
637 7 wifan  noon meal, lunch [A]
1ET zhéngwli high noon

4 strokes

‘I/ ‘I/ name [A]

—a
N Y% xiidud  a lot; many things [A] L4
02NN Y U Y] xtiké  to permit; permission [D] L6
fl:‘ PFE  xtiyuan to make a vow (to a god);
to promise a reward

N f » N Y XU, to permit; to promise; perhaps; family

688 .
6 strokes Eq:
—_—a CAI, substance; natural capacity; talent, ge-
nius; then (not till then); only [A] L3
Distinguish from™" “thumb” (237, p. 48) and
from ¥ (“side-hand”) (28, p. 6).
A7 réncai  talented person [B] L5
R~ tiancai  genius, talent [C] L6
689 AHE cainéng talent, ability [C]
3 strokes
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 690-694

| l—[ I:[ GUO, fruit; result; really [A]
Guo is a picture of fruit on a tree.
7KH shuigud fruit [A] L1
; : H +R ganguo dried fruit
4EAL jiégud  result [A] L4
RI% guoéran indeed, certainly [B] L4

) | KE, lesson, course; class section [A] L2

» 1 T xiake class dismissed [A]
A kebén textbook [A]
*H P kewén text [A]
— | I} keshi class hour [D]

I/7< ‘H
1 Z—i diytke lesson one

H
690 % R guérén nut
8 strokes ;P—\‘
i
iEI

10 SGticl)kes i$ i% i% %’%

[A] L4
ZHUKSE sanke dabaicai three heads of

/ ‘ 1:[31 1:[5[ =] Chinese cabbage (“bok choy” in most

1; 1;] *I_] KE, a measure for trees and heads of cabbage

American Chinato \\ l‘ls)
1 2 StrOkeS | | | | | |

SHi, world, generation; family name [A]

1t is three “ten” - radicals (the vertical stroke
on the left is bent for the sake of design) written
together to suggest “thirty years: a generation.”
22 shiji century [B] L4

4t jinshi  this age; be contemporary

|
+
n

|
n
E==

693 I+ shishang in this world, on earth

5 strokes 5 shijie the world L3

J IE, between; to regard as important [A]

N
>
>

4\ jierin to intervene, get involved

jl\ JrF jiezi meson (term from physics: particle

of intermediate mass, between baryons
HEF[zhongzi “heavy ones”] and lep-
tons % 1- [qingzi “light ones” —see Pt.

=

2, p. 218a for #% “be light”].)

694
14 zhongjié intermediary, agency L5

4 strokes
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695-699 « BASIC CHARACTERS

[

SE|OE| T

J IE, boundary; world; scope [A]

“[” helps with the meaning, “/1”

sound.
5% shijie  world [A] L3

suggests the

[E % guéjie¢ national boundaries, borders

695 Ei A xinwénjie journalistic circles
9 strokes ?i
/ / J IA, price, value [B]
/\ “41” suggests the sound.
&% jiaqian price [C]
/N N /\. | Ffft yuanjia original price
} ) I P jisingjia to haggle, discuss price
M zojia  rental
696
6 strokes

=

N fa

<4

HAI, sea; a family name [A]
#35¢ haiguan  customs house; Customs [B]

‘\ f—a
V4 A R L5
Al N \ \ v | 5N hdiwai  overseas, abroad [D]
{L| Y. | Y5 | Lits Shanghsi Shanghai
W% hdixudn  tryout
697 N ‘i i{liz/[ E:I{%E Dizl;(‘)ngh?i Me(iiterranean Sea
10 strokes [ ] (MN) Every drop of water = sea
S > B BN - BU, set, portion, part; department; a measure
‘\—‘ for vehicles; family name (rare) [A]
——L #B84> bufen  portion, part [A] L4
I I #3177 bumén  department [B]L5
~ S % ##1< buzhiing department head [B]
#E bushéu  a “radical”’—an element of
the Chinese writing system
698 _%7‘_3 RYA gsy
10 strokes = =
4~ | HUANG, yellow; family name [A] L3
.:tb 4> huangjin  “the yellow metal,” i.e.
B gold [D] L5
H | 4~ | 4 EE huiangdou soybean
" TN | 71 | F1 |7 Huinghé the Yellow River
# 7 huangle  (collquial) to have fallen
through, have come to nothing
699 H H H (literally, “to have turned yellow”)
11 strokes F':I EEI ;-i (1110)
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 700-704

I

7

X

K

700
9 strokes

CIK

FIK

Z(V)NG, to add together; always; probably;
surely [A]

IS

zongshi
zOnggong
zongdéi
zOongsuan
zongshu

always [A] L3

altogether [C] L5

must, have to [C]

at last; on the whole [C] L5
total, total amount [D]

N

G

CIK CIK CIK X
SR

Ny

|

|

701
7 strokes

LIAN, to connect; continuously; including;

company (military); even; family name [A] L4

JEIT. liinmang  at once, promptly [B] L5

JEJE lidnlidn  (colloquial) repeatedly

JE4F ligannidn  in consecutive years; year
after year L6

% #R(H) lian ...dou (y€) even (see Chao’s

Grammar, p. 766) [B] N
i

T &

O| 3

ZHI, just, only; ZHI, a measure for animals,
birds, boats; single [A] L3
Simplified form can be remembered as “mouth”

+ “eight.”
/ \ l:l HUF zhihdio can do nothing but... [A]
/ A zhiydu can do nothing but... [B] L4
/& zhishi  but; only [B]
702 HEL zhiyao solongas [B] L4
[ PTE R :
~f+ zhidé can do nothing =
5 strokes but... [C] (zhi only) ==
g / J- H- TE, be special [A]
| _AA F57 tebié  special, especially [A] L3
N Fi5 tedidin  special feature [D] L4
» ,;I: ,;I:— A+ ¥ teding be specifically designated [D]
~ A L6
FEHE  tedi for a specific purpose [D]
703 + | gt | gte KRR teyi  same as 4 [D]
10 strokes ,;l: ,;l:—‘ /ﬂ‘ (MN) A cow 2= in the temple I is special
AN > N N YANG, ocean; be foreign [B]

N/

LD
-~

\V4

-4

704
9 strokes

The “water” radical gives the meaning, and

“sheep” (yang) gives the sound.

YEVLT yangguizi “foreign devil,” foreigner
(derogatory)

KPU¥E Daxiyang the Atlantic

KF#  Taipingyang the Pacific

R Dongyang Japanese, Japan
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705-709 « BASIC CHARACTERS

D

/N
é;\

S| >

705

7 strokes

Yf], surplus; remainder [B]; (bookish) I, me;

family name

H4x giya the rest of it [B] L5

HEL yushut balance, remainder;
complement of a number

XN yilixian spare time, leisure

A
(“surplus; remainder” only) Eﬂ:\?

3 3 3/ CHIj, except; to divide (arithmetic); to remove
/\ [A]LS
i B 7. LASh chile...yiwai other than... [A]
/ \ /N 3L\ 3/_& FrAh chiwai except, excluding [D]
~ I3 K4 chiaxi  (on) New Year’s Eve [D] LS
FZ chiqu in addition to; to remove
706 I | [ | [
9 strokes 7. 7
N N N JIANG, river; family name [A]
\\ -1 { A sound-meaning compound, the “three-dots-
water” radical helps with the meaning, but “_L.”
o | N no longer represents the sound in a good way.
‘/ ‘/ T ‘/ | 4T Chéangjiang the “long river,”ie.,
the Yangtse L4
707 JLVY Jiangxi  Jiangxi (province)
JL1l] jiangshan rivers and mountains; land-
6 strokes scape; (by metonymy) nation
/ /\ /\ QUAN, complete, completely; all, the whole;
— family name [A]
A Distinguish from 4 “gold” (218, p. 44).
— NN N 564 wanquan complete(ly); perfectly [A] L4
—AL _a — | = | F 47 quanbu  the whole thing; completely L4
ATH quanmian overall; be comprehensive [B] L5
4:7J) quanli  with all your strength [D]
708 20 AT quanxinquanyl wholeheartedly [D]
6 strokes

(MN) All men are kings

Vv

/

~

[

e Y

709

6 strokes

ZHENG, to argue, to fight [B]

The character shows two hands struggling over

an object (the hand on top is abbreviated).

4 zhengqili to work hard for [B] L5

4“5, zhengqi be determined; do your best to
make a good showing [D] L6
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BASIC CHARACTERS « 710-714

—~

paat

—

¥

710
8 strokes

&

JiNG, to clean, be clean; net (as opposed to
gross); only, all [A]

T+ ganjing  be clean [A] L3

% jingdé net profit

+H#  jingzhong net weight

(MN) Ice being fought (%) for is clean

N4

el

]

711
9 strokes

i

HfJ, barbarians; be foolish; beard, mustache;

family name [B]

17 hdzi  beard, mustache [B]

#H1% hashuo to talk nonsense, to blather;
Nonsense! Bunkum! [C] L5

#H3K hmilai  not know what you’re doing;
to act like a fool, make trouble; to
blunder [D] =2

(beard) HH

)
>

712
12 strokes

HU, lake [A]

i#dt Habéi  Hubei (province)

1#F§ Héndn Hunan (province)

JL34  jianghd rivers and lakes; all over the
country

JL34] jianghu traveling con artists (enter-
tainers, fake doctors, and the like) or
itinerant performers and the like

—_ .

>
N
|

B

/N

713
11 strokes

|

SHANG, quotient; commerce; merchant;

family name [A]

WA shangrén

shangchuan

2> shanghui

7 jinkoushang
shangliang

businessman [A]
merchant ship
chamber of commerce
importer

to negotiate L4

N

S

)

714
5 strokes

YE, business, profession, course of study;
property; family name. BUSINESS radical
(140) [A]

MV is thick foliage at the top of a tree, to suggest
productive activity and prosperity.

Wl shangye business, commerce [B] LS
w4 yeya spare time; amateur [B] L5

H 10l zhonggongye heavy industry

[D] %
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715-719 « BASIC CHARACTERS

-1 | =

El

AL

A

E

715
5 strokes

MIN , folk, people [A]*
AR
R=E
[ [H]

R
R
RE

rénmin
minzhi
L5
minjian among the people; folk
(adjective); non-governmental [C] L6
minyong for civil use, civil [C] L6
minshi  relating to civil law [D]
minyi the will of the people [D]

the common people [A]
democracy, be democratic [B]

N

N

=

716
10 strokes

ik

DANG, association; political party; family

name [B] L6

% Guéminding Kuomingtang,
Nationalist Party

[=E9¢ Minzhiiding Democratic Party

A% ruding  to join or be admitted to a
political party (or to the Party)

44 dingbao party newspaper

(MN) Brother wears a “fancy hat” joining

the party

:

T ek| F

NI

717
6 strokes

CHAN, to produce, product; property [A]

Distinguishfromr(229,p.46),ﬁ(363,p.73),
and /" (Pt. 2, p. 236b).

1 chiichin to produce; production
output [D]

7l chianyé  property (real estate) [D] L6

¥Er” techin  special local product [D]

=4 Gongchinding Communist — —-

Party [B] JEE

\I+

zl

718
8 strokes

|

ZHAN, to behead; to cut to pieces ; (dialect)
to cheat somebody; to blackmail [D]

The character may be remembered as “a chariot
with axes in it.”

B Ff? zhanchii to eradicate, extirpate
B1E  zhidnshéu to behead

BT

¥ |\ E

Zr

&

-

1?)?

719
12 strokes

# | #

7

ZAN, temporarily [B]

i} zanshi  temporarily [B] L4

¥ H zangié  for a short time [D] L6
%5%  dudnzan be brief, transient [D]
& zanding be provisional, temporary
(MN) Cut the sun temporarily

i

*In Han-Ying Cidian, [X is one of 11 “left-over” characters, not classified under a radical.
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BASIC CHARACTERS e« 720-724

7
T

720
10 strokes

ZHIVJN, water-level; standard; to deem to meet
a standard, to permit, allow; to cause to meet
astandard, to regulate; to be up to a standard,
be accurate; quasi-, (sports) semi-

JERT zhlinshi  to be on time [B] L4

WEYF zhiinxti  to permit [D]

K shuizhiin  standard, level

LR zhlinbdo  for sure e
HEYLTE zhiinjuésai semi-final e

N

| AL | N
SRS

721
3 strokes

JIU, to last for a long time [A] L3

K/ changjiti be long (in time), long-lasting
[C]

JK/\ yongjiti eternally, permanently [D]
see,” (as in the English borrowing)
“It’s been quite a while since I last
saw you.”

iy

RF

[

N7

RE| T

722
5 strokes

FA,to send out, to bring out, to shoot; a measure
for rounds (ammunition); FA, hair [A] L4

The traditional form: the bow 5 may help with the
meaning “to shoot.” & “club” was once an arrow
k. The meaning “hair” of the simplified character
is by sound-loan.

4= tasheng to happen [A] L4

&I faxidn  to discover [A] L3

k% téufa  hairL3

(“hair” only) 5)\—‘2 (other meanings) 5%

M| plz, | pl2, TANG, hall; a measure for classes and sets
’\ I Z J of furniture [A]
W% tAng tdng  be impressive; have high
— s Al | plz | plzy aspirations and bold vision
—1 A i = | 4% jidotang  church
723 Sl plzy
11 strokes E‘ E‘
N N N JIANG, to speak; to be conscientious about
» ’A ‘l/ -L—‘ [A]L3
P& jidnghua  to talk, make a speech [B]
N \ \ Uriff ting jiing  to attend a lecture [B]
— J: J:I: PR jisngke to teach, to lecture [C]
1 1 1 Y jiangming to clarify, to explain
7 yanjiing  speech, public speaking L6
724 (MN) Words spoken beside a well N
6 strokes E‘ﬁ
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725-729 « BASIC CHARACTERS

, - - ZHONG, kind, sort, species [A] ;/ZH(\)NG, to
T plant, to sow, to grow [B]; CHONG, family
name (rare) L3
T zhéngzi seed [B] L6
f * ﬁ FiHs zhongdi  to farm, till the soil [D]
FfFh zhongzhéng all kinds of [D]
Y zhéngma  stud (horse)
[ | =
9 strokes *@
"N — — FU, to teach; a teacher; to put on, to apply;
> 1 family name [A]
fi¥;r  fafén to make up, put on face powder
— > | iifdf shifa master, teacher, mister L4
3 e | e [ e
o |y e
12 strokes — =3 | b3
ZHUAN, be sole, be unique; solely; family
— %‘ name (rare) [B]
% gives the sound in a number of characters (see
the next few items).
% %] zhuanmén be special, specialized [B]
L4
L5 zhuanjia an expert, specialist [B] L5
797 %> zhuanxin concentrate on [B] L5
%l zhuanye  specialty (profession B
4 strokes or field of study) [B] L4 =7
/ ___ | CHUAN, to transmit; ZHUAN, record, bio-
/f /f graphy [B]
(MN) To transmit through “the sole man”
— % f&it  chuanshud to spread a rumor; rumor,
legend [C] L5
f&H  chudnzhén facsimile [D] L4
728 &2 chuénjido to proselytize
6 strokes Ff& zizhuan  autobiography ,f%;
— /- /- ZHUAN, to turn [B]
- (MN) To turn “the sole car”
7% zhudnbian to transform [B] L5
— — | %4 zhudngdo  to pass the word [B] L5
—%)‘\ zhuinru to shift to, move over to [C]
2% zhuinjiao to transmit [D]
729 E
8 strokes E%
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BASIC CHARACTERS e« 730-734

-

730
9 strokes

%

ZHUAN, brick [C]
(MN) The brick is made of “the sole stone”
%) zhuanching brickyard

i

<7

—1N

22y

731
6 strokes

CHONG, bug. BUG radical (174) [B]

H is said to be a picture of a bug. The traditional
form, presumably twice reclarified, has two more
bugs (see below).

H7 chéngzi  bug; worm [B]

£ kiinchéng insect L6

-
-

=

|
—N
2

73
9 strokes

SUI, although [A]

ESR sulrdn  although [A] L3
M1t suishud (colloquial) although

(MN) Although the insect has a mouth ...

fie

733
11 strokes

XIANG, 1) elephant; image [B]; 2) to present
an image of, to look like; picture, portrait,
statue; such as... [A]

% gets meanings marked “2” by being the short
form of £ (see next item). Originally a picture of
an elephant. Other meanings by sound-loan.*

W% xianxiang phenomenon (B) L5

(meanings marked “2” only) ,f%

g
{

f

734
13 strokes

it

SH| SF| F|8p S| b e oo

XIANG, to present an image of, to look like;

picture, portrait, statue; such as... [A] L3

Karlgren (AD 797) says 14 stands for the same

word as % (733, above)—reclarified, then, with

the “person” radical.

1%+ xiangyang be up to standard, accept-
able, appropriate, decorous, decent [D]

*Karlgren, however, sees a semantic (or metonymic) progression: elephant = ivory = carved ivory
- carved things generally = portrait, statue (AD 797).




735-739 « BASIC CHARACTERS

A
A
—

>~

N v —— | = | LIANG, be bright; to show L4
——A e
':' 2% mingliang be well-lit; be bright and
— clear; to become clear [B]
= =i =] sofH liangxiang (Beijing opera) to strike a
4 o pose; to state your views
K+E [ tian liang le It’s already daylight.
735 =] =] B | (MN) Atall “/H1” table “JL” that lacks a mouth
9 strokes o7 ') ” lJ—L’& “H” is bright
g + :F :F YUE, to pass over, to exceed; (if repeated) the
e A [ more... the more...; family name [B] L3

... ... yue...yue... the more...,the
more... [B]

KM, yue 14i yue... more and more... [B]

kit yuegud to get across; to negotiate [D]

S yuejie  overstep a boundary; cross a

736 >
12 strok border
SHroKes #F Yueénan Vietnam
-7 o A .F‘ GAN, to dare, to be so bold as to ... [A] L3
Bt ginging (dialect) Oh, so...; really (in-
tensifier)
BBH{ yonggin brave L4
ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ ARHErY4 bugindang I don’t deserve such a
compliment. L6
e | BB | BR
11 strokes
» N/ \V4 BiNG, be side by side; and; actually; more-
\ / A over [B]
N JfH. binggi¢ furthermore [B] L3
N2 N N £17F hébing  to merge [D] L6
E— 3ﬁ 3:,[—1 JF~  bingbu certainly not (intensifies the
negation)
738 JF17 bingxing to implement (two things) at
the same time
6 strokes
WA, tile; unglazed pottery, watt (electrical
L tb term). WA, to cover with tile, to tile over (a
N roof). TILE radical (98)
ILT wagong bricklaying, tiling, plastering;
) bricklayer, tiler, plasterer
FUHY wishi  watt-hour (electrical term)
739
4 strokes
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BASIC CHARACTERS e« 740-744

AVA

J‘\

N

740
10 strokes

PING, bottle, vase [A]

A sound-meaning compound. “J (738, p. 48)
suggests the sound, “FL” indicates that originally
vases were made of clay.

T pingzi vase, bottle [B] L4

YA

{( )

b

Ly

PIN, to put together; to fight or work furiously
[B]

Use “hand” to put together, “Jf- 738" suggests
the sound.

Pt pimymn  to spell; pinyin

Pfar pnming to do something desperately;

741 » HAY HAY to risk one’s life .6
9 strokes I—‘ :3ﬁ :3[,|:
S — FEI, be wrong; be false; not. WRONG radical
— (205) [A] LS
—* Jk% feichdng  exceptionally [A] L2
—a | - s&E shifei  right and wrong [C] L6
- - J£4F bingfei  It’s not that... [D] L6
HIEIESS  hid zuo fei wéi  to act barbarously
] ] and behave wrongly; to commit many
8 SZ;:)21<es . I: . E outses

e A7 fei.bu ké must... [B]

ZAO, to manufacture, to build; to fake; to go,

, / — | A
A Y F N to visit [B]
e iHEH] zaoju sentence-making [B]
1 | A= | A= | A= | &% zaofin  torevel DI L6
| 1 | &% zao’ai  to make love
21 niezdo  to fake, to forge
b e .
iEV7 zaofang to pay a visit
743 He | A | DR | s s 2
1754 zao qiché to manufacture cars
10 strokes (=} = JE, 4
_— — Ylj, on, to, at, than; family name [B]
—A — = PEERY
I /& yushi  hence, as a result [B] L4
— EF déngyd be equal to, be equivalent to [B]
L5
- BT ganya  to dare to [C]
%T dudyd be more than L5
744 T4 ydjin  up till now, up till the present
TH yawd  the way Iseeit,..; with
3 strokes Eé\

reference to me
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745-749 « BASIC CHARACTERS

SHU, bundle; to bind; family name [A].
BUNDLE radical (192) L6

'}'i Distinguish from # the “thorn” radical (Pt. 2,
[ d [ d
p. 229b)

T shushéu be helpless, be powerless to
act; “my hands are tied...”

]

y
—_—a I

745 Eﬁ —H{t yishuhua abundle of flowers
7 strokes
. SHfJ, a tree; to plant, cultivate; to set up [A]
I
Y AKX shulin  a grove, woods [B]

WA shumi trees [C]
1; *7 *X BB guoshu fruit tree [C]

M+ shugan tree trunk, trunk [D]
746
9 strokes *X_‘

JF  pidai  leather belt [D]

J7 45 pigé leather; hide [D] L6
FZfl pibao briefcase, leather handbag
S pixié leather shoes L5

JZ# pidan thousand-year egg

it shiizhi  branch, twig
*X—J‘ *X?J‘ Ff37. shuli  to set up, establish L6 -
JEF pashit  to climb trees T'j{j‘
S — Pi, bark, leather, skin, fur; a family name.
f J SKIN radical (153) [B]

747
5 strokes
N — A N N HU(), to live, be alive [A]; be lively; be mov-
{ able [C]; work; product
N[ y _ P .
7% shenghuo life; to live [A] L4
=12 :F‘ ‘EJL hu(?l: work; product [A]
{ { W77 huéh vitality [D] L6

1% huézi (printing) type, movable type
(MN) To live, there has to be water on the
tongue

748
9 strokes

~
-~

SHi, rock; a family name [B]; DAN, a picul
/( (133'/3 pounds). ROCK radical (136)

The “mouth” is supposed to be a rock that has
rolled to the foot of a cliff.

£k shitou  stone, rock [B] L5
fi1% shixiang stone statue

749 AP shiying quartz
5 strokes A7)l shizir (colloquial) pebble

|
| N
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 750-754

|

77

77

750
5 strokes

SI, silk; trace, a bit; a unit of weight (0.0005
gram) [B]
H72 zhensT real silk
K322 fénst  vermicelli
—2%, /7% yisibiicha there’s no difference
at all

N
4
7

=
=L

3[4

751
6 strokes

YI, also. ALSO radical (162) L6

This was originally a drawing of a man with a
stroke on either side to indicate the armpits; it
meant “armpit.” This meaning is now conveyed
by the character “ff{.” “7” came to mean “also”
by sound-loan.

IR TR yibuyiqi  imitate sb.’s every move

Xt

s

_f

4
)
E

752
8 strokes

f
ot

BIAN, change [A] )
Suggest remembering as 7K + . (MN) Also,
the right hand changes

A% bianchéng to change into, become [A]

AF L biangé to transform [C]

$4% shibian incident; emergency [D]

ZFH biangeng  to change, alter, modify [D]

A7J bianliin - change emotion instantly,
e.g. suddenly become hostile 22y

¥7% zhudnbian to change L5 B

N\

-\

7| &

=

753
7 strokes

BU, step, pace; on foot; a family name [A]
Originally a picture of two feet and meant
“walk.”

447 buxing to walk, go on foot [D]

£F buzi  step; pace [D]

— 1

’
A

N—

ISR R

754
8 strokes

| T

ofl |

JU, to reside; residence, family name [B]

J™" here is a person lying down or sleeping (rather
than a corpse) and helps with the meaning: where
you sleep is where you reside. 1y in former times
helped with the sound.

48JE limji  neighbor [B]L3

SR jimin resident [C]

Jig% juran unexpectedly [C] L5

JE{T jazhi to reside [C] L6
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755-759 « BASIC CHARACTERS

}Zl

F

J

Ji

755
10 strokes

J U, stage play; be severe; be intense [B]
M jingji  Beijing opera L4

MR géju opera

(MN) In the residence, get cut by knife, severe
indeed

Bl

1

756
11 strokes

JfJ, according to; to take in your hand; evi-
dence, proof [B]

P51 jushuo it is said... [B] LS

i zhamju  to occupy (by force) L6

P745 judisin  stronghold, strong point

25

ﬁé

YAN, to blaze; to be very hot; inflammation
[D]

“Fire” over “fire” = “to blaze, to be very hot.”
K& 2% fayan to become inflamed; inflammation

7

758
10 strokes

[D] L6
THR xiaoyan anti-inflammatory, to reduce
757 JJ2 inflammation
R
8 strokes
v, N, TAN, to chat, to talk about, a talk, a speech;

a family name [A] L4

The “word” radical gives the meaning; yan (757,

above) here has the sound value tan. See also

759, below.

%1% tanhua to talk [B]; statement [C]

K tantian chit-chat [D]

0> tanxin  have a heart-to-heart talk; 2K
heart-to-heart talk K

Qﬁé

759
11 strokes

DAN, to be weak, thin, insipid, pale [B] L5
7K danshui fresh water L6

F131R¥% kande hén dan  be indifferent to
A TEARIR  shengyi hén dan business is bad
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 760-764

JI, to beat, to hit; bump into; an assault [D]

—1 1 Simplified form looks like “—” bumped into
A I3 [J-l .”
I I ¥ jigh to beat a drum
[N L] 4% jibi to shoot down, shot dead
760
5 strokes %‘ﬁ
g g Ig IZ—A LfJ, land; family name [B] L2
—t Kt dalan continent, mainland; mainland
— China [B]
L _l Ig: IH: |§$ fi#h Tadi land, dry land [C] L5
761 Igﬁ
7 strokes IZEE
WAN, bullet, BB, pill, ball. BULLET radical
(66) [C] L6
The student should distinguish wan from fL
(768, p. 154) and from 7J (Pt. 2, p. 227b).
f1 5L yawan fishball (food)
3L yhowan medicine pills
762
3 strokes
— ZHf, to take hold of, to manage, to direct
[B]
44T zhixing to carry out, put into effect [B]
L5
i[:} Tj_[‘ T;L Wk zhifs to enforce the law [D]
[E$4 guzhi  be stubborn, obstinate [D] L6
763 (MN) A hand takes hold of a pill
6 strokes ::Ej\'[‘
— _‘I‘ j: RE, to be hot; to make hot, to heat [A] L1
## reqing enthusiasm, zeal; be enthusias-
tic, zealous [A] L3
M reé’ai tolove ardently [B] L5
J \ \ \ j:) j:j_l‘ j:j:l‘ #Ul» rexin be enthusiastic; be warm-hearted
[B]1L5
$G redai the tropics [C]
10 7t64k j:j:h j:j:h j:ith R yanre be blazing hot [D] L6 P
Strokes / /N /NN | H% reélixué  thermodynamics N
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765-769 « BASIC CHARACTERS

A )
)

/4

D
/

765
4 strokes

DOU, to fight [B]; DOU, unit of volume equal
to 316 cubic inches, usually translated as
“peck.” PECK radical (82)

A picture: an old scoop used to measure out
pecks. Now mainly used, by sound-loan, for dou
“to fight.” Traditionally, “to fight” (see below)
looks like two kings in a confined space (not its
etymology).

3L{% doupéng cape, cloak

N £
314 dounitn bull-fight  (DOU only) FJ

) ___ A

™

766
5 strokes

SHi, market, marketplace; municipality;
standard system of weights and measures
[A]

DiES
R
sl
A
sy

shizhdng mayor [C]

shimin  townsfolk, residents of a city

heishi black market

shiréng the appearance of a city

shicin  Chinese standard inch
(=3.333 cm/1.312 inch)

S

—_—A

I

~

"]

™

767
8 strokes

A

I

]

NAO, to make a disturbance; be disturbed by;
to get (perhaps with difficulty) [B]

The traditional form combined meanings: “to
fight in the marketplace” (see 765, 766). The
modern form can also be understood as the com-
bined meaning of “a market at the city gate.”
*ﬂ il rénao be lively; have a hot time [B] L4
%1% nao xidohud make a fool of Igﬁ

M3

A

768
3 strokes

FAN , be common, be ordinary; all [B]

yourself [C]
It is easier to remember this character as an ob-
ject (the dot) thrown under a table, maybe any
old thing you would leave under the table (not
its etymology).

JL/Z: fanshi all those who are [C] L5
“F-JL  pingfan be ordinary [C] L6
JLA  fanrén an ordinary fellow, a bloke

I)

L

IHL

769
10 strokes

IHL

IR,

I

IR
VTAN

KONG, to fear [B]; perhaps, maybe

A sound-meaning compound, the upper part

“IN” gbng helps with the sound, while the sig-

nificance of the “heart” is obvious.

2 kongpa be afraid that; “probably” [B]
L4

ZKJ% kong shuibing hydrophobia (literally,
“fear water sickness’)
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BASIC CHARACTERS « 770-774

yang”; be cloudy; be crafty; secret; lunar;
negative; incised; to deceive; family name
[A] L2

~ IKJ_J Izﬂ IKH Ik yIntian be overcast

FA#5 ymbu  private parts

g Iz Iz ) YIN, be dark, be shaded; “yin” in “yin and

FAZ% yinjing penis
770 FHF' yinhd  vaginal opening
6 strokes B%\

g YANG, sun, solar; “yang” in “yin and yang”;
lg Izl be open; positive; male organ; to cut in relief;
family name [A]

KFH  taiyang sun [A]L3
Izl_l Igl:l IKEI KFHFE taiydngnéng solar energy [D]

FHA% yangji (term from electricity) positive

771 pole, anode
FHE. yangju penis
=]
6 strokes FAFH  yinyang yin and yang lLﬁ

I - = HU, tiger. TIGER radical (173)
This is a picture of a tiger. The independent

character for tiger is FZ hit , which looks like
the radical reclarified with “legs” (see Pt. 2, p.
— | 2, | 216b).

772
6 strokes

| 1 = HAO, appellations, means of identification;
name, size, number, sign, mark; command;

| bugle; HAO to cry out, to call out [A] L2
; = = [A]%5 wenhao question mark
—5‘ 15 jihdao mark, sign [D]

+—5(#) shiyihao (loi) number 11

773 (building)
A KJLS jmtianjihao What's today’s
5 strokes date? -1+ shihao The tenth. 5};%
No pronunciation. Radical (31), “top of 77
7 ? (see next item)
774
2 strokes
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775-779 « BASIC CHARACTERS

YU , to give, grant; YfJ, 1[C]

=

A

—«

—4

~ =
The student should learn to tell T from the
“child” radical f- (44, p. 9), from T~ (744,
p- 149), and from the “spear” radical 7 (Pt. 2,
i ; p- 226a).
TLL ylyl to grant, to give [D] L6
775
4 strokes
< g' YU, beforehand; to anticipate [A]

Tii%¢ yuxian beforehand [C] L6

Tii4Z yubao a forecast [C] L5

T4 yugao  (to give) advance notice [C]
TIUL  yujian to foresee; foresight [D]
T4 yusuan to make plans [D] L6

Tl ylyan to prophesy, prophecy [D] L6

TH
= N

779
11 strokes

776 N Y Y o N
1 hedule [D] L
10 strokes ]"I'L[ ]"DL[ T)I'Ll Tiix£ yuding to schedule [D] L5 ]?’E
N
/ 7 K BEI, to prepare, to get ready for [A]
& #fE£5 zhuinbei to get ready, to intend to [A]
- L2
= Tii% yubei  to get ready, to plan;
preparation [B]
7% beiyong reserve, extra, spare [D]
777 % % £t beimd  tosaddle a horse
8 strokes ’fﬁ
e >X | =>X_ | XI, be rare; to hope [A]
>< The four strokes at the top are supposed to show
the loose mesh of a cloth; the “cloth” radical is
=K. | ZK. | =K. | theretohelp develop this meaning. The meaning
/ ;‘ Z%A “hope” (the most common modern meaning of
this character) is by sound-loan.
778 =X ?f i xiyou rare
7 strokes ﬁ‘ il xila  Greece
S > N t WANG, to look for; to expect; toward; family

name [A]

fﬁ‘\%zﬁ xiwang hope, to hope for [A] L2

HEY kanwang  to pay a visit to, to call on
[D] L6

#Y%. mingwang prestige
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BASIC CHARACTERS -« 780-784

o —1L a

%

Al

780
6 strokes

H()NG, be red; red [A]; popular; dividend,

bonus L2

Originally referred to a type of pinkish-red thread,

thus with the “silk” radical; “I.” for sound.

2145 héngcha black tea [B]

B2£L lianhéng to blush; to get red-faced with
anger or excitement

21-1*74r Héng Shizi Hui Red Cross Q:I:

n

£

781
4 strokes

QIE, to slice, to carve; tangent in geometry;

QIE, sure to; be close to [A]

A “knife” in the character for “to slice, carve”

obviously helps with the meaning.

£Vl qingié be closely related to [B] L5

PJ5 qieshen be personal; be of importance
to a person

PI4 qiehé  to suit, to go well with

»

782
5 strokes

DAI, to take the place of; an age [A]

# daibidio to represent; on behalf of ...
(representing...); a representative [A]
L4

A xiandai be contemporary;
modern times [A] L4

/8 gidai  ancient times [B] L5

{85 daihdo code name [D]

&L daishu algebra

A
A

DAI, bag, pocket [B]

The “gown” radical gives the meaning in this
character; dai (782) gives the sound.

4% koudai bag, pocket [B]

4% shuidai sleeping bag

4£5F1 daishu  kangaroo (literally “bag mouse™)

783 A
11 strokes Zf’
6L L - JIE, to get; to connect; to meet; to catch; to
%A 4 4 j: take over [A] L3
N N WHE jiezhe to catch; to follow closely, next
L L [A]LS
- ~r - 7 j:% $3 jiedao to receive, answer (telephone)
~ ~ [B]
& jiejin - be close to [B] L5
784 4= 4> $4% jieshou to accept [C] L4
11 strokes M M
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785-789 « BASIC CHARACTERS

:IZ

A

785
8 strokes

HE, and, with; to make peace, harmony;
HUO to mix; HUO, a verb-suffix: “comfort-
ably” [A]; HU, complete a set in mahjong
L1

i
s
[D] L6

F11 héshang Buddhist monk [D]
(MN) Grain (“K) in the mouth—peace!

héping
[B]L5
héqi

peace; be mild (medicine)

be gentle, be amiable, be kind

786
4 strokes

HUA, to change; to melt; to evaporate; works
like English suffixes -ize, -ify [A]

(MN) If “man” + “ladle” suggests “alchemy”
to you, you can use that as a mnemonic for 1t
“Alchemy” = “to transmute, to change.”

1£2% huaxué chemistry [A] LS
£ T. huagong chemical industry [C]
(Iol)ft (gongye) hua to (industrial)ize [B]

—— | -+ | -H~ | HUA, flower, blossom; be flowery; design;
I I cotton; to spend; fireworks [A] L3
|: 16/t huasheng peanut [C] L5
—+ | H~ | H— | fEFf huayang design, pattern, flower-like
T T (D]
Ji{t fanghua  to set off fireworks
N —IR4E yishithua abunch of flowers
e |1
7 strokes
/ 4 4/ HUA, flowers; glory; be magnificent; be
prosperous; the best part; Chinese; HUA a
family name
-—l—‘ 4/{3 4/[3 4/{:‘ Distinguish from £ (1039, p. 208).
— | | 4R [E Zhonghua Mingué The Republic
of China
788 rfe NIGILAIE  Zhonghua Rénmin
Gonghégué The People’s e
6 strokes Republic of China %
HUA, noise, clamor; HUA, onomatopoetic:
/b I n I] Clang! or Gurgle gurgle! [C]
MEAEA  huazhongqiichdng try to please
—l—‘ I]/ I]'f I]'f 9 the public with claptrap
|tk | e |
9 strokes I],f I]L I]iIA

FE AR Ofe
Hﬁ y ﬁ% (ﬁ% = hua only)
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 790-794

-
=

I SHENG, sound, tone; to declare; reputation
[A]

7% shengyin  sound [A] L3

=

I I I 7 Hi shengming to declare; declaration [C]
L 1 o0 L6
AR litisheng  stereo
IREEE Anraoshée
790 ; AGEFT huanraoshéng  surround sound
7 strokes J I %‘Q
g ) ) ) RANG, to yield, to allow; to lower (in price);
» _L _L to offer; to step aside; to cause, to make; by
— [A] L2
) ) il2F rangbui to concede, to compromise [D]
A3k ik Ls

1LV rangwei to abdicate; to give way to

791
5 strok =EE
strokes Hﬁ

LEI, kind, type; resemble [B] L.2

AZ& rénlei  mankind [B] L5

[F]2& téngléi be of the same kind [D]

325 fenlei to classify [D]

200 1eibié  class (resulting from a classifi-
cation); category

_E
B
*

F
E

(MN) A type of rice, very big

792 KK (2K "
9 strokes 4 I\ 7%/\
/ | XIU, to rest; to cease; to divorce [A]
/f /f K combines meanings and is supposed to show
a man resting under a tree, whence “to rest.”
fR2% xitixué to drop out (of school)
fRolk xifiye  to close a business (for a holi-
day or vacation); to cease operations
793
6 strokes
» ’ I' XI, to breathe; to rest; to stop; to cease; a

family name [A]

K. is supposed to combine “nose” + “heart” to
suggest “to breathe.” (The significance of “heart”
is, perhaps, that you breathe because your heart
still beats.)

JU | B

RE xilixT to rest [A] L2
{58, xinxi information, news [C] L5

794
10 strokes O J

| | =

~
G
7

CIT | IF
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795-799 « BASIC CHARACTERS

> - | T
BEVAERENES
795
6 strokes

SHi, form, fashion, model, style [B]
The modern form may be remembered as 1. +

#rz xmshi  new style [C]
A HE shiyang style, type [D]

pAS

N
N\

A

796
5 strokes

BO, back-to-back; be opposed. BACK radi-
cal (154)

The character shows two feet—the “toe” radical
11 (246, p. 50)—faced away from each other, that
is, back to back. Hence the idea “back.” Not seen
as an independent character now.

—_—a I 1
)

ML =TT
797 =

7 strokes VAN

DOU, flask; bean, pea. FLASK radical (191)
[B]

The character is a picture of a food vessel. The
meaning “bean, pea” is by sound-loan.

21
+5

douzi bean, pea [C]
tudou potato [B] LS

o

N
\\

4
RS

DENG, to go up; to press down on with the

foot; to publish [B]

Distinguish from %£ (Pt. 2, p. 266a).

% dengbao  to publish (in a newspaper or
magazine)

101 dengshan mountain-climbing

w8 | | e
12 strokes = = =,
; - J, DENG, lantern, lamp [A] L3
) The “fire” radical here gives the meaning; ding
(624, p. 125) gives the sound.
J Kol ]‘ %Ik denghud lights [C]
#JT diindeng to light a lamp
%] huadeng colored lantern
799
6 strokes

s

160




BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 800-804

PIvJ, be general, be universal; a family name
[B]

) /A Suggest remembering 1 as “side by side” (738,
p- 148) + “sun” to suggest “all the places the sun

;
+
3

N 1% N5 SHZ. | shines™: “universal, general.”
| KN putianxia  all over the world;
everywhere
300 e | s | s 774 Puxijimn  Pushkin (the Russian
2swokes | 1 | A | H poet
— —— — YONG, bulk measure: ten “pecks’’; name of a
~N | river in Zhejiang province; short for Ningbo
(the city —which is on the Yong River)
Some say 1] originally meant “a big bell” and
~ ﬁ ﬁ % was a picture, with the hook at the top by which
the bell could be hung. Others say it is a picture
201 of a bucket. “Ten pecks” is by sound-loan.
7 strokes % Fii8 yongdao covered passage, corridor
- ~ <> | TONG, to go through; to be thoroughgoing,

to be universal [A]

NV
iHil tongguo to go through; to pass in a par-
- liamentary meeting [A] L4

iELG putonghua Mandarin Chinese [B] L3

- a LEI, thunder; mine (military weapon); family
J? ? name [B] L5

T 1éiynn thunderstorm

i
ﬁ ﬁ % 1HF1 tomgzhi  to inform; a notice [A] L4
iH%  tongchang be general, be usual [C] LS
200 N N E-E  putong be universal; be wide-
spread or common [B]

10 strokes % % ﬁ

—

=1

|
7

= /| a2 | a2 |0 H diléi landmine
I_l (MN) Rain + field
803 SEdRSEdRSE

~
I
1

N

|
1

I— I:
13 strokes IZI

Ei
i

SHEN, to stretch; to state, to inform; Shang-
hai; the ninth “earthly branch”; family name.
STRETCH radical (144).

Originally a picture of “lightning,” current
meaning by association. (MN) Lightning strikes

I

1

0
| J

the field
F14 shenqing to apply for L4
804 H{% shenbao to report (to a superior);
5 strokes to declare (to Customs) L6
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805-809 « BASIC CHARACTERS

-

H

805
5 strokes

DIAN, electricity; lightning [A]
The “twist” radical | is a streak of lightning
falling (the traditional form—see below, this
frame —has rain above). Etymologically related
to 804.

AT diandeng electric light [A]
Hiif dianhua  telephone [A]
A diangi  electricity [D]

&

|-

06
9 strokes

SHEN, spirit; god; family name [A]

A sound-meaning compound.

1% shénjing nerve [B] L5

115 shénhua mythology, myth [C] L5

1% shénqi  air, manner; be spirited; be
cocky, show “attitude” [C] L6

#4117  shénqing expression, look [C] L6

#iEr shéngi  be magical, miraculous L6

¥ jingshénbing mental illness;
nervous disease

—

SHEN, to stretch, to extend [B] L5

(804, p. 161) gives the sound; it also appears
to help with the meaning.
ffF shenshéu to stretch out your hand;
to ask for help [D]
AEJEREM néngqi néngsheén can take
temporary setbacks

s | TH
A L[
U
e | O | T

SHEN, wife of your father’s younger brother;
aunt; polite address to a woman about your
mother’s age

“Aunt” is not really a good translation, given the
precision with which familial relationships are
identified in Chinese culture and language.
1§t} shénmii wife of your father’s younger

brother; aunt
1%

I

~

809
8 strokes

| T}

17 shénzi (colloquial) same as I

[C]
SHEN, be careful; to examine closely; to inter-
rogate; (bookish) to know; (bookish) indeed,
truly [C]
# £ shénding to examine and approve [D]
HIH shénli to try a case [D] L6
#H3= shénméi to appreciate beauty [D] L6

(MN) To state under the roof carefully
==

i
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BASIC CHARACTERS « 810-814

LI/

LIF

Wy

i

810
6 strokes

SHOU, to put away; to receive; to collect [A] L4

[ON
Wk
e [

income; to earn [B] L4
harvest [D]
to recall; to countermand

shouru
shouchéng
shouhui
[D]
shoumai

WK
Y57 shouzhi
[D]

&% HL shouyinji aradio [B] L6
koK shougqilai to put away

to buys; to bribe [D]
income and expenditures

73

I

W
A

811
5 strokes

RADICAL (130), “top of & (see next)

=+*=

yd N

Il

i

AN
(

812
9 strokes

CHUN, spring (the season); erotic feeling,
erotic; a family name [A] L3

# is supposed to show vegetation burgeoning
in the sun.

BR
i
texk

wE

chuntian springtime [A]

qingchiin youth [C] L5

chiinyi the feeling of early spring;
thoughts of love

chiingong pornography

8

3] W

kAR

N\
—

N\
(Y

o
(AN

813
6 strokes

ZHAO, omen; a family name [D]

JK shows the cracks on the heated tortoise shell
which were anciently used in China for divina-
tion. (Read the note in 159, p. 32.)

Jk3k  zhaotou omen

TiJE yluzhao signs of the times L6

JE jizhao  agood omen

i

Ao am

814
13 strokes

Bl

Bt

TIAO, to leap [A]

The “foot” radical gives the meaning; zhao (813,
above) is supposed to give the sound.

PEIT  tidoyudn broad jump [D]

k= tidogao  high jump [D]

Mgk xintido  heart palpitations

FEFF#k  chenggantiao pole vault, pole jump
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815-819 « BASIC CHARACTERS

ke

f

i

815
9 strokes

TIAO, carrying pole (with bucket or basket

on each end); to carry in such a way; measure

for a pair of buckets or baskets so carried (—

Fk = two buckets or baskets) ; to select; TIAO,

to probe [B]

—Hk7K  yitiao shui two buckets of water
carried on a pole

Pt tiioxin to provoke

Yy

X5

816
9 strokes

TAO, to run away [B] L5

The “halt” radical gives the meaning here (sug-
gesting, as it often does, motion rather than
stasis). JK zhao (813, above) is the phonetic
element, giving a rhyme rather than a homony-
mous sound.

#EHI tdopdio to run away [D]

#EI0 tdofan  a fugitive from justice

P

I .
/1IN

/]

817
6 strokes

SHA, to kill; to sting (as antiseptic on a cut);
to hurt; to fight to reduce; to brake, to stop
[B]L5

In script reform, the meaning part—the “club”
radical (see below, this frame) disappeared, leav-
ing only the traditional sound element.

H# zisha to commit suicide [D]

N sharén to commit murder

. shaqi  to look or act like you XL
wanted to kill somebody e

T

818
5 strokes

CHU, place; CHU, to dwell [A]

Ak has “follow/slow” + “man,” but “follow/ slow”

was originally a picture of a stool, suggesting a man

sitting on a stool, resting — resting place — place.

Qb5 chifen  to discipline, to punish [B] L6

AT chiiyd  to be (in a certain condition/po-
sition)

ALAL - chiichlt  everywhere; in every way

[C]
4b4;: chiinti virgin }_&@}1‘,

X

=

819
4 strokes

FENG, wind; news; custom; rumor; desire.
WIND radical (121) [A]

77 fengli wind-power; wind force [B]

NS fengqi general mood; common
practice [C] L6

X fengshang prevailing custom [D]
(distinguish from X\[71] fengxiang
885, p. 178)

N7 fengwén get wind of

JE,
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BASIC CHARACTERS -« 820-824

/N

e

BAG
sumies | | 1Y AR

SI:T, be vulgar, be common [B]

The “valley” radical 4+ is supposed to suggest
“ravines, mountain country”; with the addition of
“man,” we get “hillbilly,” hence “uncultivated,
vulgar.” Note that, this is more of a mnemonic
than real etymology.

A fengsit custom [B] L5
A siiqi  be in poor taste

Y

3

S Y
N

Si, to die; be dead; stubbornly [A] L4

5t combines meanings. The “ladle” radical is
corrupted from an earlier “man” radical, and
“man” + “bone chips” is supposed to suggest
death.

LTS siwang to die; death [C] L6

821 SEF sish corpse
6 strokes SE3i sidang  diehards, sworn followers, best
friends forever
H H H TI, theme, subject, to write [A] L2
H T F [f]#% wenti question, problem [A] L2
e pu BH  timu topic, title, heading; problem,
/\ ~JN | B H H— exercise [B] L
— 7F I_\E iE Hif chiiti to set questions (for an exam)
HT 35 , . . .. . . .
WA tiei  an inscription; a dedication
822 H” H [’-l H [Ll
15 strokes ﬂ:— ﬂ %E
- - QIU, autumn [A] L3

—=

In China, after the grain is threshed, it is com-
mon to stack and burn the unusable stalks. These
“grain fires” are a part of the autumn scene;
whence, perhaps, this character.

TR qiitian  autumn [A]

vomes | F7 |

-
R =
oskes | {77 {7 |

LIANG, be cool, be cold; LIANG, to make or
become cool [A]

The “ice” radical appears in this character for
the meaning. Traditionally, often written as i
(where the meaning element is “water”).

AP liangkuai be cool; to cool off [A] L4
%% zhaoliang to catch cold [C] L5

7K liangshui  cold water, unboiled water [C]
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825-829 « BASIC CHARACTERS

) 1 =1 | YUAN, be round (but see 826); person with
I:I certain duties, member [A]
“Mouth” + “cowrie” is supposed to suggest
J = = =1 | roundness. The meaning “member” is by sound-
™~N | 1 IJ_I loan
51 jidoyuan teacher [B]
825 IEI = 51 huiyudn  member [D]
5 51 hidiyudn  sailor =
7 strokes J > 51T yuangong staff, personnel /E\
= YUAN, be round; to make plausible; make
':' excuses; currency (yuan: the monetary unit
of China); a coin [A] L4
I I This character is now often used rather than
J ~N =] =i = 51 (825) to mean “be round.” The character is
' 1 U | reclarified with the “surround” radical. See also
JC (89, p. 18).
826 = = [E yuanquan a circle, a ring
10 strokes DA A [F3; yuanmin satisfactory, to come =
to perfection L6 =
1 | E GALI, to change [A]
M gdibian  to change, change [A] L4
MH giigé to reform, improve [B] L5
/ /_‘ M giijin to make better [B] LS
E E Eﬁ Uit giizao to remake, to reform [B]
M IE  giizhéng to correct (an error) [B] L5
X giilidng  to improve, improvement [C]
827 E& L6
7 strokes

(MN) “Knock” “self” to change

3

\

pa
(T

AR

V%N
I_A

CHU, be distinct; a family name [A]

JH4E qingchii be clear; see clearly, under-
stand [A] L3

chiichti be clear; be neat; be dainty;
delicate

—JH % yiqingeérchii be very clear

A AA
JASYAS

828 A
13 strokes /—\E
- lj I; LIfJ, to keep; to stay; ask someone to stay;
]:\‘ ] ' leave behind; family name [A] L4
“ B litnidn to accept or keep (souvenir)
[A]
! 5j 5)3 ?ﬂ AR ligyl to be careful, attentive [D]
B4 lidxin  to be careful [D]
A== . s - o—
Bl lidshéngji  record player
829 b | b | BH f22/E  litixuéshéng  student studying abroad
10 strokes 1| H | BEH

[A]
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BASIC CHARACTERS e 830-834

ZHAO, to summon; SHAO, a place name; a

’ ’ J / J /{ J family name [B]
s The meaning “to summon” comes by combining
77 “mouth” for meaning with dao /J (“knife,” 131,
1 E p. 27) for sound.
#1JF zhaokai to convene [B]L5
830 (MN) To summon with knife and mouth
5 strokes
/ é é SHAO, to join together [A]

’ ' - Original meaning was to join threads. The “silk”
radical suggests the meaning; zhao, shao (830,
above) gives the sound.

ot | 473 | 47
é é é| 143 jieshao to introduce [A]L2
831 ya| ya|
8 strokes é I'1 é H 27
we
an SAA~ | A | GUAN, pipe; to manage; to guarantee; family
/ .S\’ ) name [B]
‘ :‘ Original meaning was a bamboo pipe, thus the
:I 6 | S | A | “bamboo” radical. Other meanings may be in-
| fluenced by “F.”
EH guanli  to manage [B] L4
832 Jarangl lWarawgll Waram %"ﬁ? gudnzi  tube, pipe [C] L5
14 strokes I_' IZ' E BiH guindao pipeline [C]
7 X X QUAN, to exhort [B] L5
j The “strength” radical gives the meaning in this
character. The “right hand” is simply a scribble
to replace the traditional complicated phonetic
X (see below, this frame).
M quangao  to urge; exhortation [C]
833 At quanshud  to advise [D]
4 strokes %j"}
S N S s AN, be peaceful, be at ease; peace; to install;

I3

In

w

o

834
6 strokes

family name [A]

Some say that % is a famous meaning-meaning
character: “one woman under your roof means
peace.”

47> anxin be calm; to focus your mind on [B]
“%F anding be secure, be steady [C]

%4> anquan be safe; safety [B] L4
L4 — anquandiyl Safety first!
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835-839 « BASIC CHARACTERS

A}

AN, to press with the finger or thumb; ac-
cording to [B]

]
Kt
91
iR

anshi
anzhe
anyue
anli

be on time [A] L4
according to

by the month
logically, ...

R

A f
(AR
sames | 1L [T |TE

i

W

AN, table; case at law; bill (legislative); legal
record [B]

An (834) gives the sound; the “tree” radical
suggests “table.”

Ji% fang’an plan, program [B] L5

ZPF anjian  law case [D] L6

%1% anqing  details of a case; a case [D]

836 i& .
10 strokes > JrZEF bananzi to handle a legal case
S N QI(J, to reach for; to beg [A]
~ . ZM:F'f qgiudé to try to achieve [D]
\ /jzz/jf qiqia  to beg for, to implore [D] L6
—— | 4= | = | K2 qitgi tobeg
}‘ >‘ z 2 \( SR3f:  qidiqin  to seek a marriage alliance;
to propose
837 N3
7 strokes /1(
J IU, to rescue, to save [B] L5
h) ) ) .
K qigjin o ask for help
) Rz jiisheng  to save a life
%F‘ %,.\/ jz/_ RUKZE jithudche  fire engine
11 strokes

M/L
)

839
6 strokes

GUANG, light, brightness, be bright; only
[B]; to make bright [C]; be bare; all used up;
only (adverb) L4
FHY% yangguang sunlight [B] L4
J6W]  guangming light; be bright,

be promising [B] L5
5% guangliang be bright, luminous [D]
B guangyin  time
T yongguangle to be used up
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BASIC CHARACTERS e« 840-844

%

%

>

e

LfJN, to discuss; theory; works like English
suffix -ism to form words meaning “theory of”’
or “doctrine of,” e.g., “materialism,” “evolu-
tionism,” etc. LUN, first syllable in Analects
(Confucian book) [A]

£ linwén dissertation, essay [B] LS
JCi& widlin  no matter; regardless of ... [B]

840 L4
6 strokes N N i : =O
s 1£/45 lindiin argument, thesis [D] G
‘ > | = | 7 | TING,kiosk [C]
—  _a
l:t A sound-meaning compound. “ ] gives the
—» d, while the upper part is an abbr. of “/5
A h 1 h 1 h 1 SOUI}’ ’ pp p
J | e | e |l
541 tingzi  kiosk, pavilion [D] L6
45=  shating bookstall
841 = | =5 | &=
9 strokes AN e ey
) > | TING, to stop [A]
:t A sound-meaning compound, 5> may also help
with the meaning.
i ,f_.%? ,f_.}"‘ B | 571 tingzhi  to stop (doing something) [B]
/ I L4
{ZFE tinglid  to tarry, stay for a while [C]
SN N {£7. tingche to park
842 r=. ’f/jE_: 5K tinghud  cease-fire
11 strokes {5 zanting  to suspend; (sports) a timeout

\7L‘

H

SUi, to follow; any, all; family name [B]
Bff# suibian at your convenience; as you
like; be casual, be informal [B] L4

BT suishi  at any time [B] L5

i+ suishéu conveniently; without trouble
[C1L6

ffif5 suihdou soon afterwards [C]

Bl suiyi at will [D] L6 i

Bfi# suizhe along with... [D] L4 B}E

67 | Bt | pii

11 ft‘rfkes IKﬁ g‘ﬁ gﬁ

= N

H a==

e G B e BN B == N I ==}
844 =. | =
12 strokes E E‘

LIANG, to consider carefully; to weigh, to
measure [B]; LIANG, quantity, volume, ca-
pacity [C]

The bottom part used to be E “be heavy” (323,
p. 65), for the meaning; it has been corrupted into
“village.” The “sun” H at the top was originally
just an object being weighed.

i H lidngju measuring tool

H 4 zhongliang weight L5
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845-849 « BASIC CHARACTERS

N,

\ WS

3

=

,f—\‘r

/fiz

BEI, times, fold [A] L4

{40 beisht a multiple [D]

=f% sanbei three times as much, threefold
ﬁ% chéngbei to double, be doubled

fnfs  jiabei to double

JIAN, be cheap; be humble; be unresponsive
[C]

The cowrie M is here, as often, to suggest money,
monetary value, value. %% jian (211, p.43) gives
the sound.

JESE jianmai to sell at a low price

I&H =k jianglitou (insulting) “rat,” low-life

=

)

waes |17 |15
e BT
IRE
o | U I
Vs

53
N

ﬁ

&

847
6 strokes

WEI, danger; be lofty; family name [A]
The character is explained as “a man on top

of a cliff, looking down at something that has
fallen off.”

fal weiji  crisis [B]L6
fatk weiléu  tall building
Jif& bingwei be critically ill

/N
W

4

848
9 strokes

XIAN, be dangerous; be difficult to get
through or to [A]

f&ls: weixiin  be dangerous; danger [A] L4
K maoxidn to forge ahead despite the
danger; an adventure [D] L5
FrfE xiinxie  nearly, almost
KBS tianxidn natural barrier
(e.g., a mountain) 1A
o]
A

=|
5

I

849
9 strokes

Hf)U, be thick; be generous; family name

[B] L4

JE5Z houshi  (colloquial) be thick

J£iE houdao be kind and honest

JE&. houyi  kindness, thoughtfulness

JE: 5 houlisinpi “have thick skin on your
face,” i.e., be brazen
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 850-854

1 :l EI J i, be finished; since, now that; already; a
family name [B]

Originally the left part is a food vessel, the right

part is a man turning his head away from it, hence

E E E— “finished” eating.
BESR jiran this being the case, ... [B]

BE.. ... ji..yé.. both...and... [B]
RE.. ... ji..you... both... and... [B]
B2 jishi this being the case, ...

L4
850 EE: E
9 strokes

CHEN, be early; the fifth “earthly branch.”
EARLY radical (187) [D]

J& can mean “early” in the sense “early in the
day” or “early in the year.” One modern scholar
(Guo Moruo) thinks it is a picture of a stone
tool used in ancient times to break the soil for

il
[T

/

| &

Dictionary 1451f.

7 strokes
Bt % shichén time, hour

851 . cultivation. On the “branches,” see Lin Yutang’s
I

CHEN , morning [A]

This appears to be a meaning-meaning com-
pound: “early” + “sun” (suggesting “day”) =

]
i

el

= =3 | “morning.”
— — | 2 chénguang light of the morning sun,
dawn
==} 2 - .
852 = = | /=& chénxing amorning star
11 strokes

ZHEN, to shake, to flap; to rise up with spirit
[C]

i

il

$R3) zhéndong (physics) vibration L5
) — | #R{E zhénzud  to bestir yourself, get a
i" move on
853 —
10 strokes
>

S| ST

ZHEN, to shake, to shock, to vibrate; to be
very excited/shocked/astonished [C]

2] zhénddong to quake, shake, vibrate

9 zhénzhong (geological term) epicenter
(i.e, of an earthquake)

Hi%%  dizhén earthquake L5

Pl

854
15 strokes

T W
A T

T
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I

855
10 strokes

CHUN, lip, lips [C]

A sound-meaning compound. “Mouth” helps
with the meaning.

tJ& shangchiin upper lip

TJ& xiachin lower lip

& chinshé squabble, argument

Ei

4

4

856
9 strokes

eI

YAN, to grind finely; to do research, to inves-
tigate thoroughly [A]

The “rock” radical £71 (749, p. 150) suggests the
meaning; the rest of the character in former times
helped with the sound.

WF5E yanjiai to research, to deliberate

Ft yantio to go deeply into, to discuss

ol

~
v

HE| = W @ T

i

857
7 strokes

JIU, to look into, to probe [A]

Original meaning was to “squash” into a cave

or “ferret” sth. out of a cave. “JL” suggests the

sound.

5% yanjiii research, to do research;
knowledge [A]

4%7» jitiban to prosecute and settle a case

W5EHr yanjitisué  research institute,
“think-tank” [B]

W54 yanjitsheng graduate student [C] L4

D)

s

1

858
8 strokes

i

SHi, fruit; be solid; be true, real [A]
SCIY shixian to come true [A] LS
SCAE shizai  truly [B] L4
SZH] shiyong be practical [B] LS
547 shixing to put into practice [B] L5
559 shihua  truth [C] LS
PJ5L  gieshi be feasible; conscientiously [C] L6
St4RE shishigigshi  Seek truth

from facts! [B] ==
(MN) A head under the roof is solid =

/ﬁ;ﬁ‘

859
13 strokes

JIAN, to be simple; to make simple, to

abridge; letter correspondence [A]

A sound-meaning compound, originally meant

“bamboo slip,” hence the “bamboo” radical.

fAj B jinzhi  simply, frankly [B] L5

fij{# jianbian be simple and convenient [C]

faift jianhua to simplify [D] L6

faiZy  jidnyl be simple and easy [D]

fAj#: jiinyao be brief and to the point
[D] L6

Yarare

]
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 860-864

—

T()NG, be the same; with, together [A]

— < J | A& toéngyi  to agree [A]L3
[[]%% témgxué classmate [A] L1
— — — M2 tongshi  colleague [A] L3
| I H [ tongyang be the same, be equal [B]
h h [F]Z téngwi  share a room; room-mate [B]
860 [[1% téngqing to sympathize with [B] L4
[F}l téngbao siblings/countrymen [C] L6
6 strokes #][7 hitong  lane, alley (note: tong) [C] LS
/ Ia £ TONG, brass, copper, bronze [B] L5
/ — The “side-gold” radical helps with the meaning.
n Téng (860) gives the sound.
E # ] huangténg bronze
= gtong
Z1# hoéngténg  copper
fif% téngxiang bronze statue
e | H | 4T
11 strokes H ﬁlﬁj
N » N N DONG, cave, hole; incisively [B] L5

—

Vils

JHi%Z dongchuan to pierce; to understand
thoroughly

A7 dongxué cave L6

o | | Y1) | TR
9 strokes
AA~ | A~ | TONG, tube, large cylinder [C]
AN/ I A sound-meaning compound —bamboo tube.

—

= 5 115 |15

I
863 yaranyl|iavan
12 strokes Iﬂ H
Ji J— H- XUAN, to choose; a choice; selections, an

\/_'_‘

pus

864
9 strokes

anthology [B]
E xuidnmin
1%F  xudnshou
JEHL xuingi
1EAE xuinding
tion [D]
j%& wénxudn anthology
A% plxudin  general election >
(MN) Move ahead in the election

voter [D]

contestant [D] L6

to choose [D]

to decide after careful selec-

e
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=N

C

E

A

=N

i

HUN, dusk, darkness; to faint [B]

The top of this character used to be di “founda-
tion, bottom, go down” (bottom part of Ji%, 629, p-
126), and the character was a meaning-meaning

I compound: “go down” + “sun” = “darkness,
dusk.”
865 # E hudnghiin evening
8 strokes 5‘ g‘ B hiinmi to faint L6
L L“ HUN, marriage [B]
%‘ Hiin (865) gives the sound. The “woman” radical
¥ N\ . helps with the meaning.
F‘ EE Ee Z50%  jiéhan to get married [B] L3
| ~ | BlE lihin to get divorced [B] L5
#§%L hanli marriage ceremony L5
866
e | U |0 |0
j No pronunciation. Radical (6), “top of ~J”
867
1 stroke

A
—

868
3 strokes

Xi, to practice; practice, habit [A]
I8

xiguan be accustomed to; custom,
habit [A] L3

R xisi custom, convention [D] L6
M xiti exercises (schoolwork) [D]
3JA. xiqi  bad practice, evil habit
2] yanxi  to study

MDH

N N D
7]
D YD
7 7 1
v v v A

869
6 strokes

YU, wings. WINGS radical (183) [B]
A picture of two feathers.

% ylimdo feather [D]
36 dingyli member of a clique (pejorative)
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BASIC CHARACTERS e« 870-874

i

870
5 strokes

JIA, to add, to increase, plus [A]

ST jiagong process (manufacturing) [B]

L6
Lk jiayi moreover [B]*
A jiarh to add; to join [C]
Jn#ke jiare heating [D]
JNE jiazhong to make/become heavier [D]
Jnti jiakuai  to speed up

(MN) Strength plus mouth

Iy

d

ba
3

| &

0

871
8 strokes

I

J IA, to harness; to pull (a cart); to drive, pilot,
or sail (car, airplane, boat) [A]

The “horse” helps with the meaning; jia (870)
gives the sound.

%8 jiashi  to drive (a car, etc,.) L5

Zf jiabeng death of a sovereign

pai=

Jl\\.’

77:7[2

SRE

J IA, frame; a measure for airplanes [B]

Jia (870) gives the sound; “tree” /K helps with

the meaning.

122 shiijia  bookshelf [B] L5

4928 bangjia to kidnap L6

AT jiazi frame; outline; stance; hauteur [C]

¥TZL dajia  to come to blows, to engage in
fisticuffs, to fight; to brawl (with

872 j_Jl_':! j7JI_nA weapons or not)[ [C] L6
9 strokes —ZUKHL yijia feiji an airplane
n KA, GA, used to write foreign words [A]
I Wl is used, for sound-value alone, to write such
borrowed foreign words as “coffee.”
I] I] I] WIWE gali curry
j | WiHE kafei coffee L2
MHELE  kafeiguin coffeehouse, café
873
8 strokes I:w” I:wl]
- e CHENG, to weigh; name; CHEN , to own; to
H suit [B] L5
75 chénghao title, designation [D] L6
/ \ 2N #FF mingchéng name [D]
ﬂ: $ $ FRiE chengdao  to commend [D] L6
fAj#X jianchéng abbreviated name [D]
74 Y Y YN Ry chenxin to suit one’s wishes [D]
10 strokes J /J /J\

i

* LA may also appear before two-syllable verbs with a resumptive function: Example: “J&F A ]
HHCAE AR M xudnzé tamende changchu jigyi gencéng (I'11) pick out their good points and



875-879 « BASIC CHARACTERS

B —— | = PAN G, other; side; beside [A]
—— o
N /2 57 gives the sound in several common characters
A (see below).
5 J—L‘\ 7 F_L,—L‘ RV %‘ﬁ pangbian beside; the area near [A] L3
%/\ pangrén other people
5507 pangting to audit (a course)
875 _:_ _‘:_‘! _:_! 5714 pangbai aside (in a play)
10 strokes 7 | JI
Y /f /f—‘-‘ /f—\‘-‘ BANG, to approach, be close to [B]
N/ f%1% bangwin near evening; at dusk [B] L5
AY f% K3 bangdakuin to be a mistress for a
ﬁ /f—“r /f’j:‘ 1}f_§ rich man; to lean on a moneybag
876 P | fo8 | foZ
12 strokes 7 73
S e ~7 | BANG, announcement; a posted list of names
—
} N/ [B]
Original meaning related to “billboard,” thus
Fz; Tf_:z; *E with the “tree” radical.
£ biangyang model (for emulation),
example [B] L6
14 strokes J
Y BAN(‘{, upper arm; shoulder; PANG, to swell
“—‘: | up; PANG, bladder [B]
A The “meat” radical helps with the meaning.
; i H_L F ~F Hﬁl@ JB% 7 bingzi arm
1 It pangguang urinary bladder
878 HEE» FEE» Hﬁﬁ
14 strokes 137 ]5
» ﬁ—‘-‘ BANG, pound (unit of weight); scales (for
-— A

Nz

7

ﬁ:{k\l

879
15 strokes

F

%

weighing); to weigh; point (in typography)
[C]L6

The “rock” radical helps with the meaning of
“weight” in this character.

%7 bangchéng scales, platform scales

(Cont’d from p. 175)
thereto follow” (Confucius, the English version is intended to be illustrative, not idiomatic); or “A
JnLA VERB,” “as to A, ... .” #£: Pt. 2, p. 220b.




BASIC CHARACTERS -« 880-884

880
6 strokes

Rf], be like; be as good as; according to; if
[A]

4 rajin - nowadays [B] L5

WE rigus  if [B]L3

WA rdténg  be like, as [C]

it raei as follows [C]

W raxia  as follows, as below [C]

W& rayi be satisfied [D]

(MN) Be like a lady’s mouth

N/

%

v

881
6 strokes

J UE, to decide; decidedly; to execute (a person);

to burst [A]

Original meaning was “water breaching a bank”

(see the traditional form below), other meanings

by association.

PUE juéding to decide; decision [A] L3

Yuly juéxin  determination [B] L35

Y1 juékou  be breached; to burst (as, a dyke,
a dam) [C]

YN juébu  be determined to do/not ?;%
to do (something) [D]

I/L:

882
8 strokes

XING, nature, temperament; sex [B]
“Heart” is for meaning, shéng “birth” for sound;
or 7 and 4 are cognate words; or 14 combines
meanings: what’s in you at birth, “temperament,
disposition.”
145 xingbié  sexual difference, sex [B] L4
PERE xingnéng performance, function

(of a machine) [C] L6
1% xingqing temperament [D] L6
3¢ xingjido sexual intercourse

T

883
7 strokes

DAL, be stupid; be idiotic; to stay, to remain
[B]LS

A% daibdn  be inflexible, rigid

sk {- daizi  stupid person; fool; enthusiast
(see next item)

KR fadai  to stare like a fool, be in a daze
L6

5 %F shiidaizi “bookworm”

RAEZFE  dai zai jiali to stay at home

7N

,fl‘l

884
9 strokes

i

BAO, to protect; guarantee, surety [B]

B8 bioliv to retain; to hold in reserve
[B] L5
£R[5 bdoxiin  insurance; be safe;
be certain (to happen) [C] L5
45 bioguin  to take care of; surely [C] L6
f£H biozhong Take care of yourself! [D] L6
f*4: bioquin to keep intact; to preserve

(MN) To protect a stupid person
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H

']

7]

XIANG, toward, to face; habitually in the

past; family name [A] L2

Distinguish from ] (478, p. 96).

Mok xianglai  always, all along [C] L6

% xiangzhe  to turn towards, to face;
(colloquial) to take somebody’s side

—Ir]  yixiang up till now; consistently

885 XA fengxiang wind direction
6 strokes
I n I] XIANG, a sound; to sound [A] L4
WiJY. xidngying to respond [B] L6
I:I Mis%  xiingliang be loud and clear;
4 4 to resonate [C] L6
I] I]I I] 7 xidngsheng sound, noise [D]
886
9 strokes l]m I]I-m I]I-ﬂ 288
=
g / | J IE, to lend; to borrow [A] L3
A /f /f ff jiekéu to use as an excuse; excuse [C]
A L5
[H- sen N
B jiera  to borrow
,f-l— ,f-H‘ ,fj:I: iy jiechd to lend
ey jiegéi  to lend
(B3R jigju  notes (receipts for loans)
887 He | fHe | A | [ ditguang Excuse me. (politc)
10 strokes I I_I El gl jieguo Excuse me, (I'm) coming

through.

(IR

888
8 strokes

11

SHi, to look, to look at [A]
Distinguish from the next two characters.

AL dianshi television [A] L1
i shijué  vision, visual sense [D]
MF7 shili  sight, vision [D] L6

R

N
S

889
8 strokes

ik

GUI, (drawing) compass; rule, regulation; to
correct (a fault); fee [B]
Distinguish from the preceding (888) and fol-
lowing (890) characters.

HUE guiding to stipulate; to set, formulate

[B] L4
i)

f)ﬁ'ﬂj] guiquan to admonish
E# xidogul school regulations
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 890-894

i

Y

GUAN, to look at, view [A]

The “see” radical ' gives the meaning. The
“right hand” 3 is just a scribble to replace the
traditional complicated phonetic element (see
below). Distinguish from the preceding two
characters.

M guandiin viewpoint [B] L5

890 M guanmian concept [C] LS .
6 strokes ME guankan to watch [C] Eﬁ
Y > A } > SHE, society [A]
g N z This character combines meanings: “sign” +
“earth” = “altar to the spirits of the land” (original
) ) > _I_ meaning), “tutelary deity, village, society.”
— a — ,
% % % #h2r shehui  society [A] L4
#1118 shelin  editorial; leading article [C]
891 v #1: 5% shéyuian a member of a club
7 strokes %:I:
N, M —— DU, to pass through; degree, rule, extent;
N family name [A]
JEi dligud to pass through (a period of time)
N » » [B]
X }—‘ }1_‘ }+f‘ Fif¥ gaodu altitude [B] LS
JEXL dushu  degree
N N N JHHWAF dorirdnian (because of anxiety
892 }"H‘ }"I:f‘ J—HA or worries) days drag on for years
9 strokes 4 IS
§ Y()U, to test with, be up to (someone); from,
I | | III by; cause; family name [B] L4. FROM radi-
cal (143)
HH ziyéu freedom [B]LS
FI:[ EIE[ T yéuyd be due to [B] L4
P Nyéu reason [B]L2
203 AT y6éuel kéjian “From this, it can be
seen” (i.e., “therefore”) [D]
5 strokes

fi

N

894
8 strokes

>
27 2

MING, destiny, fate; life; order [B]

17 shengming life [B] L4

Hify géming to carry out a revolution;
revolution [B] L5

fi4 minghng  order, command [B] L5

fi7JZ mingyun  destiny, fate [B] L5

Py pinming  to risk your life; to give
your all [B] L6

774, mingming to give a name to [D] L6

M suanming  to tell somebody’s fortune
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el

1

895
10 strokes

ZHAN , to unroll; to open; family name [A]

KJE fazhin to develop, development [A]
L4

J&JT zhinkai  to openout [B] L5

ity zhinchii  to unfold, an exhibition [B]

B zhidnwang look into the distance; look
into the future; to predict [D] L6

fEH zhdnxian unfold in front of your
eyes [D] L6

4

A

NN

}E
=
%

A H| T

B

>

896
12 strokes

Ti, for, in place of, to substitute [B]

AFF daiti  to represent; representing...
(i.e.,in place of...) [B] L4

A fidai  to replace, substitute for [D]

1 tigong substitute workman

25 tishen substitute, scapegoat

AL tisigul scapegoat

(MN) One big man “2K” says “FI” to another:

“substitution!”

g\
— A

DIU, to lose [A] L4
Note that this character is simply Z< qi1 “to go”

A with a “left” radical over it.
-L T | 7. | 7. | =A diarén to lose face [D] L6
Z 4N | 2 didlidn to lose face
897
6 strokes
/ . | Ti, body [A]
4 4 (MN) A man’s root “4%” is his body
5i& shenti  body [A]
{4 tihui  to have learned /to know/ from
1‘[“ 47[“ 47[( experience [B] L5
fRTEl timian be pretty; be in good taste;
honor; face, appearance [C] L6
898 {RIL tixian  to incarnate, to embody [C] L5
7 strokes 4 2|§ 77 tili physical strength [C] %@_
{KEE  tizhong weight (of a person) [D] HE
—= | —= | —= | SHI, sign. SIGN radical (132) [A]
] A picture of an altar. Current meaning by as-
/ \ sociation.
— — Compare this to the “side-sign” radical # already
VARRAN learned (166, p. 34).
JE7~  zhdnshi to show, to lay bare [D] L6
899 7Nish shiyl to show what you mean or
5 strokes intend L6
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 900-904

. M 0 —r
—
N 2z |2 |22
/ I
900 = | 22
8 strokes /] ZIN

ZONG, ancestor; law case; batch; family
name

% combines meanings. “Roof” over the “sign”
radical (used for spiritual manifestations) sug-
gests the altar to the ancestors which every
traditional family has in its home.

>H 2= v

tH7% zizong  ancestor
e - se s ..
7% zongjido religion L5

»

Ul

I

]

1]

901
7 strokes

YiNG, to face; toward; to meet [A]

il huanying to welcome [A] L2

% yingjie to receive or welcome
someone [B] L5

AT yingmian facing each other; the space
opposite [D] L6

FU, to hand over, to pay; a set [A]

(MN) The “thumb” (representing a hand) hands
over something to the “(side-)man”

X1+ duifu to deal with; to make do with
[B] L6

I+ facha to pay; to expend [D]

% faqian to pay for the bill

902
5 strokes
> - }—‘—A Fﬁ, prefecture; palace [A]
BUF zhéngfii government [A] LS
Jif L= fushang (your) residence (polite
» - expression)
'/ H H FJFF wangfii royal palace
8 strokes /Tj‘ /Til‘
y / M FU, to bow your head; “please condescend
—— to ...” (old-fashioned honorific form used in
official correspondence) [C]
} \) — L fiishi to overlook
{5 fishéu to bow your head and submit
904
10 strokes >
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f

905
7 strokes

FU, to attach; be near, close [A]

fffT fujin  be near to [A] L3
FfI#7 fudai in passing; to attach; be supple-

mentary [D]

fuhe to echo (viewpoint, opinion);
to chime in with [D] L6

fujia to add, to attach; be additional,
be attached [D]

fushli be subsidiary, be affiliated [D] L6

Wt A
g
Wt e

VAZad

N

=

§ F
| B~ | B
Fff

/ Vaay ;v/v‘

906
11 strokes

FU, symbol; written charm or incantation

[B]

Original meaning was “bamboo tally.”

%4 fahé  to tally with; (term from
physics) coincidence [B] L4

¥+ fihao symbol, insignia [D] L6

> .

907
14 strokes

EE

pE

FfJ, to decay, turn rotten [B]

A sound-meaning compound, i suggests the

sound while A “meat” helps with the meaning.

J&54E fithua to go rotten; to be depraved,
degenerate; rot, decay [D]

JEW fuabai  to rot, corruption L6

4

= TR F T

FU, second syllable of W} fenfu, to give some-
body an order (instruction), to tell somebody
to do something [C]

e | M| S
8 strokes
/ 7 ; SHAN, streaks. STREAKS radical (63)
/ /| The character is a picture. Not in modern use as
} an independent character.
909
3 strokes
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BASIC CHARACTERS « 910-914

/ = = = YING, shadow, image, photograph [A]
E = 0 yingxiding to affect, to influence;
/ influence, effect [A] L3
Et\/ = = = ?3?/ yingzi  shadow, reflection; trace [B] L5
o I b FH5 yinying shadow, shade
41 yingshe allude to; hint obliquely at;
Insinuate
210 1= E} E} 5 dianying movie [A] L1
15 strokes R R B L PE dianyingyuan movie-house [C]
. — — :F‘ REN, the ninth “heavenly stem”; family
e —_—

name

(MN) The character seems to show the “knight”
carrying some object (the “left” radical) thrown

- over his shoulder
911
4 strokes
- / — REN, to allow; term of office; responsibility; to
— ’f ’f employ; to endure; REN, family name [A]
—— {T1: rénxing  be wilful; be wayward [C]
SN L6
— 4_‘ 4:F‘ 4{ fEE renyi wilfully; wantonly [C] L6
fEfiF rénming be appointed; be nominated
[D] L6
912 fEH reényong to appoint
6 strokes
/ 'f 'f_‘ HE, what; family name [A]
{EA rénhé any [A]; whatever, whichever L4
n ufn] rdahé  how? in what way? how
— — — about...? [B] L5
| I 1 {if 4 hébi  why must...? [C] L5
JUA] jihé  how much? how many? [D]
JUI% jihéxué geometry
913 ,fﬁ‘l‘
7 strokes

Y/

]/:

T

AN}

N2 N2 \;_‘A
1 1
914 DAY AN R
8 strokes — ];Ié

XIANG, in detail; to know [B]
Xiang is supposed to be a sound-meaning
compound, “words” giving the meaning and
yang (156, p. 32) giving—not the full sound,
but—the rhyme.

TF1%  xidngtan  to discuss in detail
15 xiangqing detailed information
ANi¥ buxidng  be unknown

(MN) Speak to the sheep in detail

it
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/ é é Xi, be fine (not coarse), be thin [A]

- Note that the radicals in xi are the same as in 22
(49, p. 10), but the positions are different. Origi-
nally, xi had “silk” + “head” = “hair,” therefore

- él él_l éH “fine.” “Head” was corrupted.
4l xiangxi be in detail [B] L4
915 QI:H QHE] 4HEL xizhi  detailed; meticulous L6
8 strokes - -

il

thin things [A] LS
A sound-meaning compound, the “tree” radical

\< a = helps with the meaning.
! 4 1: 1: 4: M4 genbén be basic, be fundamental;

from the beginning [B] L5

916 e genju to base something on;
1:3 *F *E according to; basis [B] L3

10 strokes Jifil fanggen square root

— T T GEN, root; square root; a measure for long,

S | —1 — SHi, history, historian; family name [A]

JisE Tishi history [A] L3

4%4EY  biannianshi chronicle
917

5 strokes

/ /f /f—‘ SHI, envoy; to use; to cause; with [A] L3
fiH shiyong to use, to employ [A] L4
KA dashi ambassador [C]
— — — | fiif5 shidé to make; to cause; to be able
/f /f':I to use; be all right [C]
i1y shiming mission, assignment L6

918 KAfi1E dashigusin embassy [B] L4
8 strokes /fyi‘ /fE

=y

I n I] WEI, flavor; odor; a measure for medicine
and for courses (of a meal) [B]
I] IiE weidao flavor [B] L4
I]—‘ I]: I] SR qiwed smell, flavor [C] L6
e weijué  sense of taste
TLH wanwei to think over, to ponder

919 I:EI: I:EK (MN) The flavor is not in the mouth yet ()

8 strokes
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920
7 strokes

LUAN, be disorderly, disorder [A] L4

WAL neiluan  civil strife; civil convulsions;
internal disorders

fiLi% luanshud to speak recklessly; to gossip

GLE ludnzhen be a good imitation (of a
painting or sculpture)

(MN) A tongue with a “hook”—what a disorder

A

>
»

‘4

921
9 strokes

PAI, to branch off; to appoint; faction, sect;
to levy; to distribute [A] L5

Subtract the “water-dots,” and you have an old
character that was a picture of a stream dividing,
from which came the meaning “to branch off.”
Ik dingpai political party [C]

JRH paibié  faction [D] L6

IR qipai manner, style

JR3k paitéu  style, manner

YR Fr paichiisud precinct house [C]

922
7 strokes

ZHU, to help [A]
A sound-meaning compound, “JJ strength” helps
with the meaning, “ H.” no longer suggests the sound
in a good way.
#iH)  bangzhu
BiF  zhushéu
W3 zhuli

to help, help [A] L2

helper, assistant [C] L6

assistant [D] L6

B zhuizhiing  to encourage; to abet [D]

{8 jiezhn using, drawing on, with the
help of [D] L6

B

7

»

A

1%

A

|24

923
6 strokes

zhujiao teaching assistant
SHE, to establish; if [A]
Bt#5 sheébei  equipment [B] L5
WAH shexiding to imagine; to take into
account, have consideration for;
rough plan, preliminary idea [C] L6
%57, sheh to set up [D] L6
WL shefi to figure out a way; to try to

2L
X

N

—n

924
7 strokes

Y1, to heal [A]
g
=B
R

yishéng
yiyuan
yixué
zhongyt
[C]
(MN) Arrow Z% in the quiver = arrow not in

the body = to heal ELy
B

healer, medical doctor [A] L1
hospital [A] L1

medical science [B]

Chinese traditional medicine
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-
X

f

il

il

925
8 strokes

Hix

FU, clothes; to take, swallow (medicine);
to serve; to obey; be accustomed to; FU, a
measure for doses (term in Chinese medicine)

[A]

KR yifu
HA\ fidcong
15l shuafa

clothes [A] L1
to obey [B] L5
to convince [C] L6

5

926
5 strokes

WfJ, affairs; must [A]

55
g5

55
BE55
G54
Vi

fawu
yewl
L5
rénwu
yiwl
wubi
waiwil

fi45 4 fawayuan attendant [A] L2

to serve; service [A]
business, professional work [B]

mission, task [B] L4
medical [D]
without fail, whatever the cost L6

foreign affairs YA
153

L

K

927
14 strokes

JING, essence, spirit; sperm; very; to be es-
sential, pure; be smart [A]

f571 jingli
K52 jingxi
F5iM  jingtong
F&0 jingxin
K% jingméi

personal energy, vigor [B] L5
be meticulous [C]

to know very well [D] L6
take pains in doing [D] L6
be exquisite [D]

F5fA jingjiin  to simplify, retrench [D] L6
F54# jingshén spirit, vitality [A] L4
KA jingshénbing mental illness, psychosis

= 3R R

928
5 strokes

NfJ, handmaiden, slave [C]
“3 hand” + “% maiden.”
The character combines meanings.

BT nhcai  slave
Wk nixing be servile; servile disposition

%

S

K| F

929
7 strokes

NU, to strive, to work hard at [A]

This appears to combine meanings: use the
strength or energy of a slave. Or it may represent
an extension of meaning of the word behind 4¢:
“to slave at it.”

%77 nuli “put your back into it”; effort [A]
L3
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D

X

NU, anger, passion, rage [B]

#% appears to combine meanings: the heart
(emotions) of a slave: anger, passion, rage. Or, it
may represent the feelings (of an owner) toward
a slave.

K% fanu get angry

B nufachongguan to become so angry

930
9 strokes ?5 Jﬁg ; L‘% that one’s hair raised up his hat, to become
extremely angry
— — — DONG to move [A]
— A {ﬁfﬁ huodong be active, activity [A] L4
B3 yundong movement (physu:al) ex-
. . . ercise; sports; campaign, movement
| = Z\jj (political) [A] L2
j 3\ dongrén be touching (emotions) [B]
Z))F dongshou start work; to touch, handle;
931 . to hit out [B] L6
6 strok ZJ5  dongshén to start a journey
SHOKES [B] L6 3|
s Y e =N KAO, to lean on, to depend on [B]
'ﬁl:":' FI5E kékao be reliable [B] L5
fEJT kaojin be near to [B]
== == ==
932 ===
15 strokes EI E” EI E
No pronunciation. To march. MARCH radi-
3 5 cal (36)
This is a picture of a man marching out. The
student should distinguish “march” from the
“halt” radical, J_ (90, p. 19).
933
2 strokes
- =+ = |J IAN, to set up; Fujian (old style: “Fukien”)
[A]
% jianshe to build, to build up [A] L5
= #57 jianli  to establish [B] L5
— = @f_ﬁ jianzao to build, to make [C]
27 jianjiao to establish diplomatic

934
8 strokes

relations [D]
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1 JIAN , to strengthen, be strong; be regular;
overly...

E’: to perfect [C] L6

4 jianquan to be sound; to make sound,
’f f#3%  jianméi  to be strong and good-look-

al
ing [D]

{7{=
f#E5.  jianwang forgetfulness

JIAN, key (for a lock; on a piano, type-writer,
etc.), bolt [B]

The “gold” radical helps with the meaning.
% % = % = | #4L jianpan keyboard L5

o ,f $ ﬁ$ @ 1% jiantdan  eloquent, very talkative;
10 strokes parrulous
/L g / la E

o |EE i

r. :[: :[:—A :[:—p QIANG, wall [A] L4
21 VR The “earth” radical helps with the meaning.
Wil# chéngqidng city wall
B | otz | olz | bz

I 1

14 sgtiZkes I'ILZI jjil% jzilgl

15,

HU, to protect [B]

{247 biohu to protect [B] L4

ol 1
'+ hushi nurse [B] L4

EME]
938 A
7 strokes j:}:' %%

R jiuhan  to rescue, save

N N
1 = (MN) “Hand” protects the “door

MO, don’t; none; family name [D]

|
:
R

Anciently, K “big” was “grass” +, like the top
of the character: “the sun going down, disappear-

—
o=

—4- | =4~ | 44~ | ing into the grass” (Karlgren AD 638), and the
1 | | character was pronounced mu and meant “dusk,
evening.” Now sound-loan for “don’t,” etc. Mo
is the phonetic in several common characters.
939 - | e | e .
See the next few items.
10 strokes = ? =S

> | %k mofei is it possible that...?
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pounds) [B]

Original meaning might have been a “wooden
—II—P H- H- | frame,” note the “tree” radical.

4; 4; 4; i< guimé  dimensions, scope [B] L5

Fix{ méshi  model; pattern [D] L6

4:_‘ *—HA MO, pattern (pronounced MU in some com-

940 He | JoHe | JoHe | BT mozi mold, die
14 strokes *E' =K 4:% 54 midyang facial appearance, face L6
1545 )L méter model
1 — -+~ | MO, to feel with the hand; to grope for; to
“I‘I“ 1 sneak in or out [B]; to try to find out
The “side-hand” gives the meaning.
:“IH" ‘TI“IHI" ‘TI‘IZI R m(')(ﬁ to try to find out the real situa-
3 tion or purpose
EH fiimd  to stroke
941 e | pbe | e
13 strokes = ‘TI‘E" ‘Tl‘%
S I F N v | Y | MO, desert; be indifferent [B]
~ Although %< md (939, p. 188) gives the sound,
this can be read as a meaning-meaning com-
7< \“I""‘ \“ILI"‘ pound: “water” + “none” = desert.

% moémod  be foggy; be vast and lonely L6
#4% moran indifferently; apathetically

| mF
| SomE|

942 VE | Y W moshi  to treat with indifference
13 strokes P shamo  a desert L5
M — MO, be lonely; be deserted [C]
CA A %L jimd lonely, loneliness LS
a7 | a2 | ae
E EIC I 1 =
943 ,__%__, =z | e
13 strokes —_— %
F I —H— —l"'—‘ —IL"—‘ MU, to admire; to hanker for [B]
E FZ%E aimu to love, to adore
ZL0) muying  to look up to
; J ¢ —é"‘ —é"‘ %4, muming out of admiration for some-
73N - body’s famous name

%L/E 2 Munih@ Munich (the Bavarian city)

944 =2

b
14 strokes 7'% 7/:]%

N
-
Y7

itk | i
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- manll el MU, tomb [C]
A sound-meaning compound, the % mo (939, p.
188) gives the sound, the importance of the “-+
[ , —'%II—‘ —'%II—‘ —4—~ | earth” radical is obvious.
7E S mudi  cemetery
S mubei tombstone, gravestone
945 —- | —g
13 strokes IN | I | B
—= | = | e | MU, stage curtain; measure for acts of a play;
I F a | 1 ’ 4 ) piay;
(movie) screen [C]
The “cloth” radical helps with the meaning.
= = %tJ5 muhou backstage; behind the scenes
FR%E yinmit the silver screen
e [
946 =] =]
13 strokes A = e

—

\

%

947
9 strokes

XIU, to build, to repair; to prune, trim; to
study [B] L4

B3
e
B
&IE
Hi&

to fix [B] L6

to revise [B] L5

to build [C] L6

xitizheng to amend, revise [C]

Zixii to educate oneself; study
period (in school)

xiali
xiugai
xigjian

/I

~

S
]

948
9 strokes

N
Vi

S,
Y

SHENG, province [A] L4; to save [B]; XING,

to reflect, to be awake, to realize

415 shéngdé lest [C]

A4 shéngzhing governor of a province [C]

444> shénghui provincial capital [D] L6

A%k shénggian  be economical (be saving
of money)

J/dt4; Hébéi shéng Hebei Province

JZ48 fanxing introspection; self-questioning

/N

d
U

949
4 strokes

CHI, a Chinese “foot” (about 14 English inch-
es); pronounced CHE in some compounds; a
ruler. FOOT (length) radical (117) [B]

JUST chicun  size (in feet and inches) [C]
R chizi ruler [C]L5

)X shichi Chinese standard foot

190




BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 950-954

A Y

Wl

(5

L
4

!

|

950
10 strokes

i

KUAN, be broad [B] L4

“Roof”+ “grass” + “see.”

%K kuanda be spacious; to fit loosely;
be lenient [D]

kuanguéang be broad, extensive [D]

kuanzhdi  “the broad-narrow of it,”
i.e., width

kuanhou  be generous

kuanréng be tolerant

YT

cH

Tr\l\

P

=

Eifei
2|

)

/I

N | =k | E

NN = #

o\

951
7 strokes

Xi, 1) department (of a college); system; 2) to
connect; be related to; 3) to tie; to haul up
or let down on a rope; to remember; be con-
cerned about; to jail [A] L5

KZ guanxi relationship [A] L3
KFHZ& taiyangxi the solar system
4% 2 shehuixué xi sociology department

JAN
/T/% (2nd meanings) %% (3rd meanings)

0

=

Nom| T

XIAN, axian (“hsier’’),administrative district
similar to a U.S. county [B] L5

A picture of an inverted head “F.” Current
meanings by association or sound-loan.

FL3 xianchéng county seat [C]

HK xianzhing magistrate of a xian [D]

NS m| om S|

952
7 strokes
/ \ / \ GONG, public; male; be equitable; metric;
Z_ “Mr.”; grandfather [A]
~H gongli kilometer [A] L4
AJT gongjin  kilogram [A] L2
2~Fd gongyudn (public) park [A]L3
/AJC gongyuan Christian era [B] L5
AN gongkai  be open; make public [B] L5
953 NS gongyong dianhua public tele-
phone [B]
4 strokes

N7 gonggonggiché public bus [A] L2

[ .
B

N

Dy

954
10 strokes

{7

Bk

TIE, iron; be strong; family name [B]

The “gold” radical helps with the meaning.

Z% tiéln  railroad [B]

BE  tigding to decide definitely

BRZZ tidsT wire

FTC4k shou wi cin tié  be completely
unarmed, be defenceless
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PN

Z

VAN

AN

AN

955
5 strokes

TAI, the name of a group of stars; platform,
terrace; desk; stand, base; broadcasting sta-
tion [B] L4

ZEI}XL taifeng typhoon [D] L6

HL 5 dianshitai television station [B]

—=

= L
(platform) ‘2=, (typhoon) %

VAN

%‘—\-l-

956
8 strokes

TALI, to carry (between two or more people);
to raise the price [A] L4

A sound-meaning compound, the “hand” radical
helps with the meaning.

52k tditéu to raise your head; to look up
{5 taigao to raise, enhance

£

v

HEIR

4

2
5

957
8 strokes

S

ZHi, to govern; to heal, to treat [A]

Bif zhéngzhi politics [A] L5

VG zhili to govern [D] L6

VG4 zhi’an  public security, law and order
[D] L6

iR yizhi to heal, to treat [D]

Y64 zhibing  to treat an illness

ii’i

N —=

iT‘

JE

958
9 strokes

i

h.
T

YlVI, language, speech [A]

157 ylyan language [A] L4

yufi  grammar [A] L4

yuyin speech sounds; pronunciation [B]

yuqi tone, manner of speaking;
(grammatical) mood [B] L5

1B yliwén (Chinese) language [C]

PU<7 1B sizichéngyli a four-character

set expression =
(Rjm)

—

d4

959
5 strokes

FU, (bookish) not, be unwilling to

This character originally meant “rope” and was
a picture of a piece of rope (the “bow” radical)
tying two things—now “left” and “down”— )

| together. The meanings “not, be unwilling to”
came by sound-loan.
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FEI, to waste; expense, fee; family name [B]

R =,
I} R 2% xuéfei  tuition fees [B]
=) %M feiyong expense [B] L5
95: g;':_: ?;E N gongfei at public expense [B]
) ™~ PF7 feili to require effort, be strenuous
[C]
960 L feixin  to take trouble over; (polite)
% % % Would you mind to...
9 strokes v BIASR
» / — FO, Buddha; FU, second syllable of 1/j{f
i Jfangfi, “to seem, to be more or less the same
,‘ ” as; as if”’ [B]
M — ﬁ%%ﬁ’l Féjiao Buddhism
J ’f ’f ‘3 ’f th il fézti  the Buddha
961 ,f
7 strokes

o T

o =

Qi, her, his, its, their [A]
A gives the sound in several characters.
See the next few items

a Hik qici next in order; second [B] L4
/ ~ FI Hrr gizhong among, in the midst of [B] L4
H4 qiya the rest [B] L5
%ﬁ% gita other, else [B] L3
— — HJa] qijian  among, between [D]
962 —.a: —.a: Hsr giihi actual%y; in fact L3
8 strokes | ~ 7D JH yéuqi  especially L4
g 1_‘ E QI, period; issue (of a magazine); to expect
T [A]
— HHEE  qiwang to look forward to [D] L6
\‘ :H: HAME] qijian  period of time; during [B] L5
/ L jH;] HH riqr date (calendrical) [B] L5
4 / W% qiman  to expire
2 xingql  week [A] L1
963 E};ﬁ EHIH xingqiri  Sunday [A]
12 strokes 7

MK xingqitian Sunday

4
\'II‘T
/> -

ld

964
14 strokes

il

| | EE

| =

QL flag [B]

Ml qipao woman’s long dress with slit
skirt; cheongsam L6

Fiff guéqi national flag
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o
AN

Tr

ﬁ

N
7

H

Va

965
12 strokes

N
=

X

QI, to cheat [B]; to deceive

Wt qifu  to bully; to take advantage of
L6
JiKYW  qipian  to deceive, swindle L6

3

=

it

jIlf.'

FE

FH

Qi, chess, or any similar board game [C]

K qimi  chess fan
HLF qishou chess player

/
966 +
12 strokes 7N
< WEI, walk off, to walk off in opposite direc-
—— J | tions; soft leather; family name. WALK OFF
radical (91)
’ —f— =5 used to have “foot” at the top and at the
—J bottom to suggest two feet walking in opposite
directions.
967 F59m — 2o wéibi:(iipsﬁnjué diligent in one’siL
4 strokes studies %

—
—
—

N
| —a

968
7 strokes

WEI, to go around; circumference [A]
To go around in an enclosing wall ()

[ baowéi  to surround [C] L6
M wéijin muffler, scarf [C] L5
4% wéiqiang enclosing wall

I
d

i

969
6 strokes

WEI, be great [A]

The “man” radical helps with the meaning.
K weida be mighty [A] L5

5N wéirén a great man

)l wéiye a great task
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s
I
5%

&

|

970
7 strokes

WEI, to go against, to disobey [B]

ifJZ  wéifan to violate, transgress [B] L5
iE¥L wéifi  to break the law [D]

50> wéixin against one’s conscience

A}

it

N
J

M| R g

971
4 strokes

YIjN, to consent; be true, sincere [B]
Distinguish from JT (1041, p. 209).

FLUF  yunxi to permit, permission [B] L4
UM ytineéng to assent

o4 yindang be suitable, satisfactory

A N
~
J

)

972
6 strokes

CHONG, to fill up; to pretend to be [B]
Distinguish from JT (1041, p-209).

b1o%2) be adequate [B] L5

3}5/@ chongzi be sufficient [B] L6

5L chongshi  be ample, adequate [C] L6
734 chongdang to serve as, act as [D] L6
EF maochong to impersonate L6

(MN) “True” wears a hat, becomes “pretend.”

chongfen

P

/

973
9 strokes

TONG, to control; all; succession [B]
G

4
Zi—

ES e

zongtong
L5

chuantong tradition; be traditional [B]
L5

tongyt  to unify; unity [B] L5

xitong  system; be systematic [B] L5

tongzhi to control [B] L5 \

president (of a country) [B]

AN

A

A

A

974
11 strokes

TUI, to push; to elect; to make excuses; to cut,

to clip; to deduce [A] L4

{5 tuidong to put into action; to promote;
to propel [B]

it tuljin  give a push to; (military) to
advance [B]

HEAT

HEZE

tuixing carry into operation [D]
tuili (logic) inference, deduction [D] L6
HE=PFAMY  tuisanziisi make up all kinds of
excuses [D]
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H

9 S?ijes J E J ﬁj(l

S Jhe yr DA, to answer; DA, answer [A]
/ ; A% huida to answer, answer [A] L2
AN N daying to answer, to agree to [B] L5
Viy Viy' Wiy’ B dé’éln answer, solution [B] L4
l:l /,{ /—‘,{ /I—"{ ZAERrR] dafeisudwen to give an irrelevant
answer; irrelevant or evasive answer
975 S| S
12 strokes ﬁ l—j
/ A A~ HUO, goods; currency [B]
/r /[ ) A sound-meaning compound, the “cowrie” radi-
cal helps with the meaning, “ft. hua” once gave
/I I A 1,{3 1,[3 the sound.
N 17 guéhud  domestic goods (i.e., not
imports)
976 g g ﬁéﬁ: yanghuo imports (“foreign goods™)
8 strokes J‘ i J‘ af BT tonghuo legal tender /iglf
N —_— J—‘ J_—‘ XIAN, salt; (bookish) all; a family name [C]
L4
—

J7K#  xidgnshuihd saltwater lake
Ji A xianrou salt pork, bacon

Csale” onty) B

ik

978
12 strokes

HAN, to yell [A] L5

MY hidnjido to cry out [C]

MYm nahdn  arallying cry; a battle cry
(MN) To yell “salty-mouth”

979 — —
= =
13 strokes gl Y JIAS

GAN, to feel (emotionally); to move (emotion-
ally); to appreciate [A]

%] gindao  to feel, to sense [A]

J&'H gianmao the common cold [A] L3

J&il ginxie  to thank, be grateful [A] L4

J&Z) gindong  to move (emotionally) [B] L4

T ganjué sense perception; to sense,
feel [B] L4

J&E ganging  emotion; affection [B] L4

J&AH ginxidng reflections, thoughts [B] L5




BASIC CHARACTERS « 980-984

IB!

k=1

980
11 strokes

JIAN , to decrease; “minus” [B]

/) jiinshido to decrease, to subtract [B] L4
J™  jianchidn decline in production [D]
JEAY jidnjia  to cut prices; hold a sale
T~ wi jiin san five minus three

(MN) To decease “salty” “ice”

v
T

\.H

B

XING, form [B]

FE#4 xingshi appearance, conditions of
things; pertain to topography, be topo-
graphical [B] L5

JEZ% xingrémg  to describe [B] L5

JEJl xingchéng to take shape [B] L5

3 xingshi form, shape [B] L5

981 -/ A% xingxiang image, form [C] L5
7 strokes ﬂzj [%T¥ qingxing circumstances, situation [B]
— — SHENG, to ascend, to raise; Chinese dry quart
(31.6 cubic inches); quart box [B] L5
JI%# sheéngxué be promoted to a higher grade
in school [D]
JF- shengping be peaceful, peace
—JIK  yisheéngmi quart of rice
082 HEJIL zhishéngji helicopter
4 strokes
VA ,f ,f — | DI, be low, to lower [A] L3
JMIE  jidndT to reduce [D]
{F dixia below (status, standard of living)
[D]
A ) /fr /fE /fEE {2k ditéu  to bow the head
{EF /<. dishengxiaqi be meek (literally,
083 /TEE “lower your voice and keep down your
energy”)
7 strokes > {l.="FVY disanxiasi be humble, servile
g 3 74 J IANG, to descend; to lower, to demote [B];
& Iz XIANG, to surrender; to control
el D FE{I% jiangdi to drop, to lower [B] L4
21 . 3& TF% xiajiang to descend; to drop, fall
|3 |3—‘ [/ jiangjia to reduce prices [D]
FHB#HL shengjiangji (somewhat obsolete)
084 elevator (literally, an ascend-and-de-
5 3& scend machine); nowadays, H % dian
8 strokes = T_':i

t1 = elevator
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E]I’

VRARR

H_J

985
13 strokes

ZHAO, to reflect; to shine on; according to [A]
“Sun” gives the meaning, “{1” gives the sound,
the “fire-dots” re-emphasizes the meaning.
% zhaochdng as usual [B] LS
%8 anzhao according to ...
#1HE huzhao passport [B] L3
1 zhaoyang  following a model; in the
same old way, as before [C] L6
HfH zhaoxiang  to take a photograph [A]
MEAHAL zhaoxiangjT camera [C] L3

[B] L4

1]

)

986
6 strokes

ER, (obsolete) beard; and, and yet, but.
BEARD radical (169) [A] L4

1] is a picture of a beard. Other meanings by
sound-loan. Distinguish it from “face” [& (675,
p. 136).

T H.
me
M

and moreover [A] L3
but, moreover [B] L4
that’s all [C] L6

after that, then [D]

érqié
ran’ér
éryl
érhou

7]

Nan

~

E§S

987
8 strokes

¥ ¥

S| Y| J

N
&
4

HU, suddenly; to neglect [A]
Z4% haran all of a sudden [A] L4
Z0M... Z07... hiiér... hiér... do one thing
one minute, another thlng the next
ZIMA 25 haér ki hér xiao
weep one minute and laugh the next

/I

\| €

)

4_[3‘

A

988
5 strokes

YUE,music; family name [A]; LE,happiness;
family name [A]

P74 yinyue music [A] L3
iR kuaile  be happy, happiness [B] L2

él%lé

A

/

~

0| e
'3

989
8 strokes

XIAN, thread, wire; clue [B]

A sound-meaning compound, the “silk” radical

suggests the meaning.

E2k mdoxian knitting wool [C]

2% xianla (electricity) circuit; (trans-
portation) line, route [C]

£ shixian  line of sight [D] L6

Z& N xianrén  stool pigeon; spy, informer

474k pingxingxian parallel lines %

.

198




BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 990-994

YOU, postal [A]
I I_I H “H1” gives the sound.

HEEL yéubdo  parcel [C]
I:I:I EH EHE HEHL  yéudian  post and telecommunications

[D]
HPEL yéuzhéng postal service [D]
990 HB%% yéufeéi  postage
7 strokes EHI; HEE yéujian  mail ﬁlg

JfJ, office; situation [A]

JEih jabu  part [C] L6

JRJIA] jimian aspect, phase [C] L6
Jai# jashi  situation [D] L6
HlJm yéuju  post office [A] L5
M= youjlizhing postmaster [B]

il

T
T[T

991 W J5) jingehajid police station

7 strokes

| & 0

KONG, be empty; sky, air; for nothing, in
vain; KONG, be empty, leave empty; empty
space; free time
<, kongqi air [B] L4

kongjian space [B] L5

¥

it

\Il
¥
o
FH

=
[A]

Z5H1 kongzhong in the sky; overhead [B]
Hi

Z5H] konggidan  be unprecedented [B]
992 K% taikong outer space [D] L6
2T oo 5
% strokes il‘ﬁ konghua  empty talk, chatter [D]

230> kongxin be hollow [D]

SE, color; looks; kind; desire [A]; SHAI,

S qise complexion L6

haose  be lustful

chiinsé spring scenery, happy expres-
sion, beautiful face.

NRE
SRE

=\
| X

fa7 shiizi  dice

993
6 strokes
— KUN, difficulty, hardship; to trap; to maroon;
to beseige; to be sleepy [A] L4
[X] shows a tree in a box to suggest the idea of
T 7I_‘ 7|< “difficulty,” “be in difficulties.”
I kimshui be sleepy, tired [A]
K% kunnan be difficult, difficulty [A] L4
994 N wéikuin to surround, hem in, besiege
7 strokes i
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995-999 « BASIC CHARACTERS

\J—Fh {1
P [
5 oes 1 | T

MAN, be full; be contented, satisfied [A] L4

W& minyl be satisfied [A] L3
/T manza to satisfy [B] L5
Fiii chongman be full of, be brimming

with, be permeated with [B] L5

#H manyue  full moon, a baby’s com-
pletion of its first month of life [D]
ANl buméin

be resentful, discontent \%

/>

996
7 strokes

JIAO L3, horn; angle; corner; a measure for
dimes; role; JUE, role. HORN radical (201)

The character is a picture of an animal’s horn.

i)

HA
A
it

jidodu angle; point of view;
perspective [C] L5
zhijido right angle
nidjidao oxhorn
juéseé  arole, a part; a competent actor
or actress, a capable person L5

¥

77

(4

b b

Ir

997
13 strokes

=

ﬁEEEF’ZF’

JIE, to loosen, to untie [A]

Original meaning might have been to “cut JJ”
the “horn fi” of a “cow 4.

fig to solve; to kill; solution [A] L3
g to understand [A] L3

fE L to liberate [B] L5

fiR2E to answer, explain [B]

e to get rid of [D] L6

P to explain [D]

jiéfang
jiéda
jiécha
jiangjié

~N

7

—\

N | AN
O0

AN | AN

ZHI, to weave [A]

“Silk” helps with the meaning. H zhi is, of
course, there for the sound.

ZHZ1 zizhi  to organize; organization [A] L4
Zi& zhizdo weaving

Z1F A zhimdoyl to knit a sweater

N R e Bl - e

998 l:[
8 strokes -/
/;A / A
ami =
999 V=3 V=3
9 strokes Fl E

FU, 1) to return; to repeat; to recover; again;
to reply; 2) to be complex; to repeat [A]
H>] fuxi to review (lessons) [A] L4
T/ chéngfi to go over, repeat [B]

15 fuhué to resuscitate; Resurrection [D] L6
S fuyuan  to get well again; to restore
20 fuyuan to demobilize

Z5YL fuxiézhi carbon paper

(1st meaning) ’TE (2nd meaning) %E
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 1000-1004

ZS

&

E

%

v

1000
6 strokes

ZA, be mixed, be miscellaneous [A]

Modern form looks a bit like “J1” + “—” +
“/J\‘”
2% fuza  be complex [A] L4

zawén
zaluan
zajiao

A3
AL

an essay, literary miscellany [C]
be disorderly, jumbled up [D]
to hybridize [D]

R

N

= 1

DI/VXN, canon, be canonic; to borrow or lend
money on security of land or house [A]

A picture of writing tablets on the table.

T zididn  dictionary of characters [C] L3
4l diinli  ceremony, celebration [C] L6
il dising classical allusion; historical

1001 _EIEE‘ background
8 strokes N
—] 7[—‘ CHA, to investigate [A]
7 I < % B chaming to investigate and prove; to
A ascertain [D]
7|< 4L chéchlt  to investigate and deal with
h— as appropriate [D]
4 chadiin  to check the amount of
X chadul  to verify
1002 ﬁ % é 7 ch4 zidiin to look up in the
9 strokes — dictionary
3 3 Ig 1 | XTAN, limit [B]
FREE xiandd  limit [D]
FRT xianyd  be limited to [D]
JAPR  jaxian to limit, be limited;
¢ /K ng 33 BF to confine [D] L6
FRAE xianding to set a limit
1003 FR it xianling limit, limited; to estimate
BF, 3E AB youxian  be limited; “Ltd.”
8 strokes JCBR wuxian  be infinite, unlimited

:li:l_l

A
A
—

1004
12 strokes

1

Ti, to raise; to lift in the hand; rising stroke (in
writing); DI in some compounds [A] LS

Er tigao  to raise, enhance [A] L3

PRI tigidn to change to an earlier date;
be beforehand [B] L4

{26 tibao handbag, tote bag [C]

f27] tiwén to put questions to [C] L5

% tPan  a motion, proposal [D]

2P difang to guard against
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1005-1009 « BASIC CHARACTERS

[ I - (il o

[l [l

~ [J
1005 =N
8 strokes lﬁ

KEN, be willing [B]

The modern form looks like “1F” + “H »

HE kénding to accept; to recognize (e.g.,
another nation, diplomatically) [B] L4

HJEX kénniya Kenya

~
N

AR N T T

1006
5 strokes

DONG, winter; family name [A] L3

The two dots in this character is no other than

the “ice” radical.

4K dongtian winter [A]

4% Dongzhi Winter Solstice

X3¢ dongeai  preserved, dried cabbage or
greens

R

1007
10 strokes

XIA, summer; family name [A] L3

HK xiatian summer [A]
% Xiazhi  Summer Solstice
HIX xiashou summer harvest

>

LENG, be cold; family name [A] L1

A sound-meaning compound, the “ice”’ radical
gives the meaning.

ik
Wik

léngyin cold drinks

léngdan be cheerless, be desolate; be
indifferent [D] L6

léngqing be deserted, be desolate

ganléng be dry and cold (weather)

léngmo  be cold and indifferent

v
T

gl

N
|
T A A
WH =
osores |1 [TH |TH.

Yi, friendship [B]

KIH ybuyi friendship L4
|1 qingyl friendly feelings, brotherhood.
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BASIC CHARACTERS » 1010-1014

1010
6 strokes

XUE, blood. BLOOD radical (181) [B] L4

A picture of a dish “Ill” with blood * ) * in it.
Colloquially, Il may be pronounced xié.
Distinguish from the “dish” radical Il (138,
p. 28).

Ifi7f xuéhan blood and sweat; sweat and toil
il gaoxuéya high blood pressure

h)
)

‘4

&

=

1011
12 strokes

Tm

WEN, be warm; review; family name [B]

What looks like the “sun” radical here was
originally a picture of a man in a box —in prison.
“Prisoner” over “dish” suggests “feed a pris-
oner,” whence “be warmhearted, be warm.”

U
i

i

wendu temperature [B] L4
wendai temperate zone [C] L6
weénxi review, study

13

1012
8 strokes

GALI, to owe; to be someone’s turn; ought to;

the said (aforementioned) ... [A]

Mi% yinggai ought [A]L3

%% gaidang to deserve; should [B]

AL gaisi (colloquial) damned, accursed
(oath of disapproval)

%I gaiwdé  It’s my turn!

i

A

ZF | T

1013
6 strokes

R()U, meat; fruit pulp; be sluggish [A]
4] is said to be a picture of dried meat.
B[4 nitrou  beef

=£1A yangrou mutton, (often) lamb L2
J4P zh@rou  pork

-

ﬁ_A
—_—

—

1014
9 strokes

Tm| o

| D] 3
SO Jm| 1

XING, star, planet; a bit [A]

A sound-meaning compound. The “sun” gives

the meaning, “£” once suggested the sound.

24 xingxing  star [B]

P2 mingxing star as in “movie star,” etc.
[D] L5

‘K2 hudxing a spark; Mars
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1015-1019 « BASIC CHARACTERS

|

54

/

{

,f:l

{F

{F

{F

1015
11 strokes

{F"

P

1

JIA, to borrow; to be fake, false; JIA, vaca-
tion [A] L4

JUB fangjia to have a vacation [A]
B jigra  if [C]LS

i jisshi i [C]L6

B3 jiagi  vacation time [C]
{84 jiaya false tooth, denture
B3 jiayi with false intent

47

&

5

YU, to hand over; with; YU, to participate

in [B] L4

5H yuqi rather than [B] L5

54 yuhui to participate in a conference
[D]

StJ4r yii shi wii zhéng not to fight the

world; to disdain the rat race

1016
3 strokes
N
) N ) N/ | JU, to lift; to begin; behavior; all [A]* L5
i%2% xudnjii to elect, election [B] L5
Al I\ 74T juxing to hold (e.g., a meeting) [B] L3
—1 N/ | M/ | M2 | # jiban  to conduct [C] L4
/NG| #SKEH, LB S ji téu wang
ming yue, di tou s1 gu xiang (I) raise
1017 SRS RRSY, (my) head and look at the bright moon,
N N lower (my) head and think of home
9 strokes — Eﬁé

(ZH Li Bai)

IS

1018
3 strokes

CHA, a fork; to work with a fork; CHA, to
part so as to make a fork; CHA, to jam, block
up [B]

Distinguish from character 1020 (p. 204).

# X gangcha steel fork

W Ah chayd  to spear fish

<

1019
2 strokes

No pronunciation. Radical (25), “bottom of 3.
(see next)

*In Han-Ying Cidian, 7% is one of the 11 “left-over” characters, not classified under a radical.




BASIC CHARACTERS » 1020-1024

) ) ) Yi, commitment to the common good; justice;
\ / X be just; meaning [A]
Distinguish from the preceding character. See
note under 1~ (450, p. 91) on Confucian thought
on social order.
% yiwu duty, obligation; without pay [C] LS
3 zhityi doctrine, -ism [D]
1020 ﬁ‘i/ﬁ\EE S shehuihiiyl socialism [C]
3 strokes 3E S wang wén sheng yi 2
to take a text too literally Fx
h) Yi, to discuss [B]

AR

3

1021
5 strokes

F21L tiyl to propose, a proposal L6
£ huilyl a meeting, a conference;
a council, a congress L3

(MN) Discuss “justice” with “words”

[EE2

\)

Yf, appearance, bearing; ceremony, rite [B]

{3 yibidio appearance; meter (measuring
apparatus)

5% yiqi gadget L6

{U%% yiréng appearance

1022 .
5 strokes /f%
4 = 9: ZHI, wisdom, intelligence, IQ [C]
%n (MN) “Hl to know”+ “El to say” = wisdom
See note under {~. (450, p. 91) on Confucian
5’5 9-:‘[] 9—3[] thought on social order.
l %ﬂiﬁ'ﬁ zhihui intelligence, wisdom L5
W zhishang intelligence quotient, IQ L6
03 | 20 | %0 | %0
12 strokes I—l l:l El
S g y ? A BEI, quilt; by (sign of agent in passive con-
» struction)i to be ... (sign of passive construc-
o tion—see #{15 in the examples) [A] L3
))( y AT R M f- beizi  quilt [B]LS
% % %)_’ #75)) beidong be passive [C] L6
#i45 beigho  the accused, defendant [D] L6
1024 A} A A
10 strokes % % %
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1025-1029 « BASIC CHARACTERS

J

_—
—_—

D

1025
7 strokes

Al

Li, interest (on money); profit; be sharp;
family name [A]

Originally, “grain 7K + “knife ]~ = “to cut
the grain,” whence “sharp” and “profit” (from
harvest).

FIM hyong to make use of [A]L5

#F) jingli et profit

ZF] fuli  compound interest

P ji be lucky, be auspicious

/r—/

1026
6 strokes

CfJN, to keep, to store; deposit [B] L5

{47 bidociin to preserve [B]

T ctnfang  to entrust to somebody; to
deposit [D]

FF chnzai to exist, existence [B] L5

{FAEE Y cinzaizhiiyi Existentialism

NN 4

)

‘4

4

<4
Z
N

—

1027
10 strokes

<4
S

XIAO, to consume, to abolish, to vanish, to
disappear [A]

THE
iG5|
HL
T2
THER
TR

news, information [A] L4

to abolish [B] L5

to digest, digestion [B] L5

to consume [B] L5

to eliminate, to clear up [C] L6
be negative; be passive [C] L6

xiaoxi
quxiao
xiaohua
xiaofei
xiaochu
xiaoji

il

¥

HE

1028
8 strokes

ZHi, to measure, to regulate; institution;

system; to make, to manufacture [B]

PR xianzhi to limit, to restrict [B] L4

fii] £ zhidi  system [B] LS5

fiil] ;£ zhiding to work out (e.g.,a plan, a
system) [B] L5

filiti zhizao to make, manufacture [B] L4

ffil Il zhizhi  to stop, put an end to [B] L6

(13 ba) %[J
(“to make, to manufacture”) =

[ o

—
—_—

§

QR

1029
6 strokes

K/V&O, to test; to be tested; exam [A]

Original meaning was “old”—which is still a

very minor meaning nowadays— very similar to

“%.” Current meanings by sound-loan.

K*% dakdo final exam

1l ko gli to practice archeology;
archeology [D] L6

1472 Kkiogilixué archeology
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BASIC CHARACTERS e« 1030-1034

1

1030
8 strokes

SHI, to try [A] L4

%1 kioshi to take or give an exam; exam
[A]L2

M1 koéushi oral exam (C)

4 bishi  written exam (C)

Al

%

=

1031
8 strokes

CAN, to take part in; to refer; to consult;
SHEN, ginseng [A]

ZH canjia to take part in [A] L3

Z M canguan to sightsee [A] L4

2% cankdo to consult, to consider [C] L5
A% rénshen ginseng [D]

Wb

—/
—

5/

™

BIAO, long hair. HAIR radical (220)

The “streaks” radical stands for the hair; the
“long” radical gives the rest of the meaning.

VRET TS B BT

1032 E E}
10 strokes /
\ \ QIANG, bed. BED radical (with the form -,
\ /I =radical (42))
This radical is a picture of a bed. The student
should distinguish it from F, the “slice” radical
(422, p. 85). “Bed” is now usually written K,
pronounced chuang (Pt. 2, p. 218a).
1033
3 strokes

NV
—ﬂ_‘ )I/ )Iﬁ 5%
9 slt?zies LIZ LI%‘ ) %‘

JIANG, to take hold of; to be about to; just;
to nurture; JIANG, a general (military of-
ficer) [A]

¥k jianglai  in the future [A] L4

HEL jiangyao be going to, will do... [B]

3 jiangjin  be close to, be almost... [D] L6

¥ 3t jiangjiu  to make do with, to
compromise &7

4 shangjiang a general, an admiral )E[Tj‘
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1035-1039 « BASIC CHARACTERS

A

\v

1035
9 strokes

Ay
7

JIANG, a prize; to give a prize to, to award

[B]

4 jiingjin award of money, bonus [C] L4

d244r jiingxuéjin  scholarship; exhibition
(B]

ﬁ%

ol Ao | 7
M
47
=l e | (e
F1 | P
1036 Ao | A | U&
13 strokes |jt[ Iﬂ[ g

JIANG, sauce; (food) paste [B]

“PY wine” suggests that this character is related
to “fermentation”

% doujiang fermented beans in paste
form
Pl jiangyéu soy sauce L5

&R

(JH: see p. 217b)

A
7.

i

¥

1037
10 strokes

JIANG, to starch; thick fluid, starch [C]

The “water 7K” radical helps with the meaning.
?E% jiangguo berry

¢ doujiang soybean milk

4

N
Trnlu
Ry

SHU, to belong to; genus, family; be subor-

dinate [B]

J&T shiiyd  to belong to, be tantamount to
[B] L5

J&[ shiigué dependent territories, colonies

J&E: shiixing qualities, attributes

& V|| W] T

1038 J%
12 strokes %
- I; - Bi, to finish; family name [B]
EE | The simplified form is “HE” + <+~
. Distinguish from #£ (788, p. 158).
kb o ol biye to graduate [B] L4
I KA bisheng all one’s life
1039
6 strokes
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 1040-1044

— I L SHf, to pick up; to find; ten [A]
/\ J : The “hand” radical helps with the meaning—to
— pick up.
j:/ —‘/\ —‘/_‘\ This is a form of 1~ (ten) used in accounting (to

3 3 minimize the possibility of error or fraud).

AL shiqii to pick up, collect

1040 EI;/_\ :{3\ 7{3\

9 strokes

S > — . | . | KANG, be high, to go high; be haughty [D]
A ) The student should distinguish this character
from 7 ydéin “to consent; be sincere” (971,
—— p. 195) and from 7T chang “to fill up” (972,

Ju p. 195)

m JL gaokang be sonorous, resounding
1041 JUiE kangjin  hyperactive (of a bodily
4 strokes organ—a medical term)

’ HANG, to sail, to navigate [B]
J’ J] Clearly a sound-meaning compound.

N fii5 hangkong aviation; air- [B] L6
3 AT héngxing  to sail, fly, navigate [C] L6
» #t£k hangxian shipping/flight route [D]

fiiZ hangyun  shipping [D]

1042 AN oL ~. | Wi hanghidi  navigation [D]
: ﬂ E ALK héngtian  spaceflight [D] L6

10 strokes Wi hangdao  channel, lane [D]

Lﬁ, to travel; troops, brigade [A]

€T Nixing  to take a trip, to travel [A]
Ji®IE Higuin  hotel [B]
R%  like traveler, passenger;
hotel guest [B]
€4t Nishe  inn

|-

=
PN
=i

\E
=]~

k¥ Hizhing brigade commander

v

T

1043
10 strokes

J i, be hurried; be upset; be urgent [A]

HZ zhaoji  to worry, feel anxious [A]

ST jimang  be hassled, busy [B] L5

,% 29 jiqie be impatient; in a hurry [D]
L6

‘ SJE  jizhéng acute disease

A )

”’%'\335( jijiu first aid; emergency treatment
ST jixingzi to be an impatient type;
an impatient type

1044
9 strokes

el
N
| | Y| Sk

c |

;




1045-1049 « BASIC CHARACTERS

1046

11 strokes

> > e e e | i, to mail; to entrust; to dwell [A] L4
Y j_i Original meaning was “to dwell,” thus the “roof”
i I radical.
I:lJ === = %% Jlen to mail a letter
ZF17 jiciin to deposit; deposits
Z¥3Z jimai to consign (goods)
1045 gz | o= 2N jijianrén  sender
11 strokes I = =
] — PIAO, ticket, stamp, bank note, check, docu-
‘EEE ment; vote [A] L2
A HEZE  yéupido postage stamp [A]
A o _ en
>~ zhipiao check [D] L5
/ J N Hh g {22 chudnpido summons (legal)

Zi)% pidofang  a place to buy tickets,

booking office, box office

~/i

ZIN

1047 v | i

14 strokes

PIAO, to float, to drift (usually on water:
compare with next item); PIAQO, bleach, rinse;
1st syllable of J%5% piaoliang be good-looking;
be brilliant, outstanding [A]

The “three-dots-water” radical helps with the
meaning.

Y piaoft to float L6

—[EEHHBH:B
SN T T
Y J

|

1048 ﬂ_]j ﬂ_]j
15 strokes Vayy, / Vayy,

PIAO, to float (in the air or on the water)
[B] LS

The “wind” radical helps with the meaning.
SR pidoran  to float in the air

PER piaopiao to flutter

PENZK  piaopiaoran be smug

o

T
AN
ssies | KT [T | B

BIAO, target; to quote a price; to bid (com-
mercially); sign [B]

FrUE bidozhiin criterion; be standard [B] L4
FrA bidoediin punctuation; to punctuate [B]
LS5
FRriE bidoyln  slogan; poster [C]
PRl biaoti  heading, headline, caption [D]
L6 T
=
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BASIC CHARACTERS ¢ 1050-1054

4 BfJ, cotton cloth; to publish; to spread, lay
out; to announce [A] L5

T+ bugao  notice, bulletin [C] L6
/N4 gongbl to announce, to publish [C] L5
;I l ;I I l )5 buja layout; composition (of a

painting, of a piece of writing);

~N
AN

arrangement (of pieces on a chess-

1050 board [D] L6
5 strokes %A mubu  theater curtain; movie screen
| I I HUAN, to call out [C]
/ » The “mouth” radical helps with the meaning in
IA this character.

| g \ I]fr I]ﬁ I]ﬁ NI jiaohuan to call out [D]

ifd huangi  to incite, to stir up
1051
10 strokes Hﬁ

- + El: HUAN, to exchange [A] L3
/. N #H huanqli  to get something by
L exchange, to barter for something [D]

\ S _‘ﬁ ﬁ #£:  huangidn to change money
M Y#: gaihuan  to change

¥A]151%  huan ju hua shudé  in other words
v BB
10 strokes N

SHi, to follow, to chase; be suitable [A]
The “halt” radical suggests “movement” here.

M.

JU=REapr

#1E héshi  be appropriate [A] L4
&% shihé  to suit, to fit [B] L4
18 shidang be proper, be suitable [B]

shiying to suit, to fit, to match [B] L4

T

& shiyong to be applicable, to suit [B]
G shiyi  besuitable, to fit [C] L6
J&EN) shishi  be timely @

L ||
9 strokes 1

XIE, shoe [A] L3

Note the “hide” on the left side, although tra-
ditionally Chinese shoes were seldom made of
leather.

Ai#E buxié  shoes made of cloth

St pixié  leather shoes L3

,

|
» - A
I_ >

H

—

)b
5
i

FJiC xiédi  shoe sole
BEIR  xiégen heel of a shoe
(153, 1:34)

¥
T
i s B N I Ty

1054 -
15 strokes — +
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1055-1059 « BASIC CHARACTERS

i
fic

B TR T

DE, virtue; personal energy; 1st syllable of 7
El, Germany; family name [B]

Scholars say: The upper righthand part of dé
is L “be real, be true” (404, p. 81), distorted.
With “heart” and “step” (“step” for “action”),
dé combines meanings: “true-heartedness in
action,” i.e. virtue. This is more of a mnemonic

MG

h

1059
14 strokes

i

1055 than etymology though.
15 strokes o ?;%11%75?@1“1 the German language [B]
» ~F YAN, color, face; family name [A]
—h e
A Pt yanse color; countenance [A] L3
/, P réngyan  looks, appearance
/ S| ST —\“ﬁ PiUA yanmian face; prestige, respect
/ g g g Pl E  yanrdyu a jade-like beauty
1056 —‘Lﬁ —‘Lﬁ
15 strokes }ZJ }ZJ\ ;E
oSN
J )’ J: YAN, smoke; tobacco, cigarette [B]
J A sound-meaning compound. The “fire” radical
gives meaning, “[A” helps with the sound.
J:I J:I_I ilj WA xiyan  to smoke (tobacco) [B]
JH4% yandai pipe (for tobacco)
JHYE  yangui opium addict; nicotine fiend
1057 J:m J:m J:Ig JH K yanhué fireworks .
10 strokes ‘}f G=t
’ r I r CONG, smoke-hole, chimney, flue [C]
; : {HI& yancong chimney, stovepipe
11121 | 17
1058 F
7 strokes Z
—_— — | /> | /= | XU, toneed [A]
== 7% xilydo to need, need [A] L3
A WS bixii  be essential, be indispensable [C]
== == == L3
== == ==

TR xuqid to require, to demand [D] L6
(MN) A beard “Ifij”” in the rain is needed

(TN 368)
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BASIC CHARACTERS ° 1060-1064

ffiy

,f/\

fi

fi

1060
11 strokes

TOU, to steal [B]

ffrFi toushui to evade tax [D]

il toukan to steal a look at, to peep,
look at surreptitiously

fiTld]  touxidn to loaf, to shirk

firfai ) toutoude stealthily, on the sly [B]

A

O

1061
12 strokes

JiNG, to revere; family name [B]

7% jing’ai to honor [B] L5

fifL jingli  to salute; salutation, formal
greeting [B] L6

#Y  jingjiti to propose a toast, a toast [C]

#i{#  jingzhong to respect a person

HMIEZ  jing ér yuin zhl to respect and
stay at a respectful distance from [D]

SIS

—
-—a

—

1062
19 strokes

JiNG, to warn [B]

Jing combines meanings: use “words” to induce
“reverence, caution” = “to warn.”

(Karlgren thinks #{ is phonetic here, or #{ and
¥ stand for cognates. AD 396).

#igg A

=B jinggao warning; to warn, caution [C]

L6
K husjing fire alarm
%4l jingbao alarm, warning, siren

il

/3>

CHA, to investigate [B]

Roof + worship 4%. Original meaning might have

been: to worship the gods in a building and try to

find out whether the gods were pleased or not.

MiZ%  guancha to observe, to survey [B] L5

“%%% kiocha  to inspect; to observe and
study [C] L6

1063 = = = %‘—SE chakan  to look into
14 strok ﬁi‘ %_K %_K #eys jingcha  policeman [B] L4
strokes AN | jingchaji police station
f‘ é % Yil\i, silver; family name [A] L5
#RFT yinhdng bank (financial institution) [A]
L3
I E T yinzi silver
4 /\< % L % L % e H4R baiyin  silver
R yinhé  the Milky Way
1064 7K4R  shuiyin  mercury (literally: liquid silver)
11 strokes %E %E’ %E

iR
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1065-1067 « BASIC CHARACTERS

S EANE

»
-

Y |¥]

4

1065
6 strokes

YUE, to agree [B]
AR
%4

LR

K2y
258

yuehui appointment, date [B] L4

tidoyue treaty [B] L6

yuéshut to restrain, to keep within
bounds [D] L6

shiyué to miss an appointment [D]

yuéding to agree to
il

I :

¥

QIONG, be poor, be impoverished [B] L4

14 strokes H

55 N\ qiéngrén  poor people [C]
/ \ 5 % qiongku be poverty-stricken [D]
=S ?;LE qi_(’m.g’méng be busy w.ithout purpose
x%j kiugqioéng to complain about being
poor; to go about pleading poverty
1066 N, 7745 pingiéng  be poor, needy
7 strok ﬁ? (MN) Poor men live in a cave (/O) and
strokes make a living on labor (77) Eﬁ
g = + =+ JING, be quiet, be peaceful; family name
-/ [A]
—A =X ” . .
1 A “BH 4+ .” The etymology is somewhat dis-
=+ =+ /> | puted.
e U H H i anjing  be quiet [A] L3
i jingdian static electricity
1067 ##1F  jingzhi  be motionless, be static

(F 249, 4+ 709)
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

Remaining Characters of the “A” List,

“B” List, and *““C” List

CAo, grass [A] L3
HH ciodi lawn [B]
L JF cioyudn prairie [B]

%

TfJ, picture, map, diagram [A]
[ f31ff tashiigusn library (A)
1 %] 14ntad blueprint

XUE, snow; family name [A]. L2
Karlgren explains this as “rain which
you can take in the hand” (AD 844).
21t xuéhua snowflake

11| xuéshan snowy mountain

J, pig’s head. PIG’S HEAD radical
(70). The forms = and 4. are also
classified as radical 70.

NIAO, bird. BIRD radical (152)

LU ,to record, to copy; to tape-record;

> [B] L3 tg i[nploy [A]
; 5,11 nido jido bird cries, bird son ) KL liyInjl recorder
8 19 tuénido ostrich é TG AL laxiangji video %&
I recorder >
CHZ&NG, field; a measure for events; Lﬁ, be green [A] L3
g CH,éNG’ a measure for pCI'iOdS [A] L4 Q 2%’“3 lithua to make green — plant
P bt changyuan level open space ) flowers, reforest, etc. (D)
1 chingdi place, site, -/[-El - ﬁgﬁ
location i n
YANG,tO lift up, throw in the air, win- N E, be hungry; to starve [A] L3
‘;: FX}’V display; publish, praise (verbs) /’ Pk jTe hunger, be hungry L6
44 yangming become =] I/ A\:ﬁi
< ’z j
famous EF/EJ‘ E
S TANG,soup, hot water; a family name \ E, goose [B]
> [A] Note the ‘three-dots-water’ L4 » #3-E émado goose feathers
J07% pao tang (colloq) to fall o j&‘
through :Z% Ej
iy
N TANG, be scalding hot; to scald, to heat E, Russia(n)[ [C]
N up; to iron; to get a permanent (hair-do) [B] A 2T 2o :
‘{% Note the ‘fire’ radical LS 1 LE éyu Russian language (spoken)
% 15 tangshang scald R ‘[\ ], ) )
%% tangfa have one’s hair ‘(% 3T éwén Russian language
permed 2 (written) [C]
CHANG, intestine; sausage [B] y HAL to harm; be harmed by, “catch”
7 1% xiangchang sausage /—E: (i.e., a disease); evil, calamity [B]
———* | #/] haipa get scared [B] L3
':I Z%%E shahai to murder

iz

CHANG, be unimpeded; be unin-
hibited [C]
%45 changxiing to think freely

iz

e

7

LIAN, to practice; a family name [A]
£5:>] lianxi practice, to practice [A]

L3
R
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

A

ST, be private; be selfish [B] L5
FAN sirén be personal [B]
FLA stydu be private [C]

SHUANG, pair; even (opposite of
“odd”) [A] L3
M J5 shuangfang both sides [B] L5

=

A
N

KE, category [A]
Distinguish from the next character.
Fl27 kexué science [A] L4

I 0 get together; family name [A]
£ jihé assemble [A] L4

#EH jizhong to focus [B] L5

£E{K jiti be collective [B] LS

M/

LIAO, material, grain; to expect [B]

Distinguish from the preceding character.

BT lidoshirdshén to foresee with
divine accuracy

hnba
JH{H

DAN, egg [A]

IAZE huaidan bad guy
#[1 danbaishi opal
J##E xidndan salted egg

TONG, to ache [A]

JAiTR tongkuai happy [A] LS

JH 7 tongkil pain, torment [B] LS
JiiAL tongehi sore spot

~-

CHENG, be sincere [B]
53X chéngshi sincere [B] L4
0> chéngxin sincerity

gé[l:

SHAO, to burn [A]
7% 5% tashao be fevered [A] L3
J5¢4% shaofan fix a meal

]

JUN, military, army; army corps
%2\ junrén soldier
5% Méijun US military

- —_— A
UE==R
[z H
XIAO, be clear; dawn; to understand No pronunciation. RIVER radical
X | « (78)
)-D 15 xidiode to know [B] "
T % poxisio daybreak
it poxido daybreal H%
JIAN, to look into [A] HIVJ, tiger; family name [B]
/__.\ 2% jiancha look into [A] L3 BFEME R gihii nanxia “Once mount
\\ { K% jiinchaguan public tiger’s back, problem to get down”
prosecutor ;,f/‘% (i.e., a difficult situation)

YAO, medicine; (some) chemicals
[A]L2
2477 yaofang prescription [C]

4

Li, cauldron. CAULDRON radical
(219)

—

E_!ﬂ

QIU, ball, orb, sphere [A]
JEBR ziqin football [A]
Bk qitichiing ball field [B]

CHEN, bureaucrat. BUREAUCRAT
radical (164)

X1, (theater) play [B]
JUH jingxi Beijing opera [B]
53K maxi circus [D]

j
=

CHi, be bright red; be sincere; be bare.
RED radical (190)

JRiE chidao equator [C)

JRF chizi deficit [D]

LA, to pull; used for foreign words

[A] LA

$75F lashou shake hands

17 F7 % lapitido to act as a pimp,
procurer

S| S| HH| F0 | a8

No pronunciation. SNAKE radical
(198)

216




REMAINING CHARACTERS

W--
ayn)|

LU, deer. DEER radical (222)
JEEffI lujidio antler (deer)

K;&, to put a stop to; used to write
foreign words; QIzv&, get stuck; a clip;
a checkpost [A]

% kiiche truck LS

\eZi
=
(—

SHU, mouse. MOUSE radical (225)
FJ% shityi plague, Black Death

SHU, craft, art, profession; device [A]
FA jishii technique, technology L4
J#AR méshin magic L6
A
i

QU, be interesting; be pleasant [B]

i youql interesting [B] L4

R quwei interest [C] L6

>4 xingqu interest, liking for [C]
L3

N

TUAN, corps, club; a measure for
round things L5

145 tuanjié to unite L6
A tudnti organization L6

LEI, plow. PLOW radical (176)
K “tree” plus two strokes (for the
blades of the plow).

I

XIANG, to offer a sacrifice; to receive [B]
Picture of a dish for offerings of food
(with lid on)

227 xisingshou enjoyment, to enjoy L5
TZ1 xidngfi to live in ease and comfort

FU, back; to carry on the back; be
negative; turn one’s back on [A]
A giifu to disappoint;

to let down L6

=

T~

iy

SHU, who? which?

LAI, to depend on, to hang about (for
too long); to deny responsibility; fam-
ily name [D]

o

=

SH[’J, be cooked, be done; b; ripe; be
very familiar with (also SHOU) [A]
% shidlian skillful, proficient L5

i 57 1aipi shameless, cheeky *ﬁ J YN | BGE shicai cooked food
N
LAN, be lazy [B] L4 S YOU, oil [B]
J i7E 7 1inyangyang take your own S F#IH jiangyou soy sauce [B] LS

sweet time; dilly-dally

£1{ili shiyéu petroleum L6

i
JI, chicken [A]

J4ZE jidan (chicken’s) egg [A] L2
A H gongjt rooster -

XIANG, be fragrant, smell sweet;
incense, scent. SCENT radical (215)
[A] L4

Frits Xiangging Hong Kong

Ji, to calculate, to reckon; stratagem,
plan; family name
2>71 kuaiji accounting [D] LS

=

e

Qf, to line up, arrange; be uniform,
even; surname. LINE-UP radical
(160) [A]

7544 qiming be equally famous F}:II'R

YE, a leaf; a family name
-1 yezi leaf L4

—F

ok

NN

—_—

JI, o help out; to complete [A]
Z2%% jingji economics L4
RFF jitji relief, salvation L6

i

HUA, to mark, to cut,engrave; HUA, to

row (a boat); be profitable; to scratch

XIf# huating rowboat

XI3% huaqing to make a clear i”
distinction B

L

p—

b

ZHUANG, be strong [C] L5
PN zhuangda to get/make stronger,

expand [C]
1t

17 zhuangzhi great
aspiration
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

Ak
EaS

ZHUANG, to load up, to pretend [A]
J¢#% zhuangbei to equip;

CHU, the beginning, the first [A]
YK chiicl the first time

equipment [C] L6 WIZK chiiji primary L5
{44% weizhuang camouflage, HE:
to disguise as Ead
GUAN, be used to [A] DUAN, paragraph, section; passage
) ‘EE[‘ >J45 xiguan habits L3 )-L (of writing); a measure for such
IJ_I THPE guanxing inertia X passages [A] L3
N '[g Bt duanluod paragraph

L2

QING, be light (in weight) [A] L4

PO, be broken [A] L4

il K pohuai to wreck; to change
drastically [B] LS

77 pochiin bankrupt, bankruptcy
L5

[

A

44T qingzhong weight
$W
ST
QI, dish, implement [A]

427% qingfa frivolous

4 [1’s+ K = “dish”? The original mean-
ing might have been a kind of sacrificial
ceremony using dogs.

##4 qicdi equipment L6

#+T7 qiguan organ

XU, 1) must; be necessary; 2) whiskers;
beard [A]
JNE xiiyao must

WA xiafa beard 5 ==
and hair 1: //E\ 2: ZH

2N

CHUANG, bed [A]

JRL chuangwei bunk

_EJK shangchudng to go to bed,
make love

CHUAN, river [D]
VPY)1| Sichuan Sichuan (the pro-
vince—old style “Szechwan”)

JI, base, foundation [A]
LK jibén be basic [A] L5
HiHb jidi base (military) [C] L6

SHUN, to move with, to agree with;
favorable, prosperous [A]
JIiM shimeéng be obedient
Jiik% shiinjing favorable
circumstance

&

LUO, to fall, to come down; to let fall, to
drop; LA, leave out, be left out; to leave
behind; to lag. Pronounced LAO in some
compounds.

% i ludhou fall behind L5

% — %Y ditisanlasi forgetfulness

XUN, to give advice [B]

Yl xunlian to drill L5

Hu)l jiaoxim a lesson,
to teach sb. a lesson LS

C | %t | B

ZHi, 1) will, volition; 2) to remember,
to record, a record [A]
& zhiyuan aspiration

=t .
/0> (2nd meanings only)

Gl
FAN, to pester, annoy [A]
JIU% fanndo be worried; worldly

desires L4
TH

512 fanza miscellaneous

LIAN, to unite [A]

NUAN, be warm [A]

works; a surname [A]
=% zhangchéng regulation L6
L E wénzhang article L4

A - 7 .
It & lianxi to contact [A] L4 AA) 1 nudinhuo be warm L4
B lidanhuan to throw a <. nusingi central heating, heating
party [B] L6 Eg_%
SI, to control; company [B] N YUAN, to pull along; to give a hand
—_— /A ] gongsT company, corporation i) to, to aid [B]
I:[ [B] L2 %3 yuanzh to aid, to help
] styi host, hostess %R yudnjiu to rescue
N . ZHANG,chapter, section, paragraph; a HUAN, be slack; to goof off; be
—> 7 . | measure for parts of literary or musical

late [C]
2%1% huinman slow
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

L

LA, imitative; LA, sentence particle:

T+ [A]L6

NI IR Iy 1TiTala (vernacular) off
and on

s
/l+

DU, to recite; to study [A] L1
13215 ddshi to read, study [B]
154 dizhé reader [B]

i

g
i

i

SHU, to relax, to stretch out [A]
T J& shiizhin to fold out; limber up
#THR shiifda comfortable L3

=

YU, to run into [A]
i#%1 ytidao to encounter [A] L3

A

ZE, responsibility [A]
#1757 fuzé be responsible for;
be conscientious [A] L4
T1#% zébei to blame;
to condemn L5

il

=

Li, line, rank; to line up, to rank [B]
41125 Tihui regular meeting

=<3

Ji, to join threads; to finish; accom-
plishment [A]
)% gongiji achievement

i

TUi, to back off; to give back; to
fade [A] L5
1B tuibu to regress [C] L5

/%%: JB/A tuixii to retire [C] L5
ZHAI, to owe money; debt [C] TUi, leg, thigh [A] L3
_EB {#{57 jiezhai borrow money KJi# datui thigh
JI I J%=F i} kAoydngtui roast lamb leg
~N ==
=

QUE, be true, be definite [A]
fifitA queéren to confirm,
confirmation L5

it

| R | (W

GUA, to hang [A] L4

%5 guahao to register (as, at a
hospital; also, a letter) [B] L5

7 guale (vulgar) dead T%F

CHUI, to blow [A] L5

X4 chuinii to boast L6

WX#% chuipéng to flatter, to adulate
L6

pmmaf
i

YAN, eye; hole; a measure for glances,
wells, and musical beats [A]

ARMY yinjing eye L2

JEHE 16ngyin longan (fruit)

1

SAN, to scatter, to disperse [A]
HLHE sanbo to scatter, to spread
4 sanbi to stroll, to walk L6

|
N\ b

iy

ZHi, to point; a finger [A] L4
87~ zhishi to point out [B] L6
Jt 4445 wimingzhi ring finger

2K

Ji, to continue, to succeed to [A]
4k7K jichéng to inherit L6
44,

|
b

14
TIRE

ZENG, to add to [A]

R zengzhang to increase, to grow
[B] L4

44 zengsheng (medicine)
proliferation; hyperplasia

-

s

442 jifix stepfather
DUAN, to break into segments; to stop
(doing); to decide a law case [A] L4
W7 1 duankou fracture
24
il

NI

CENG, story (of a building) [A] L3
Z RS céngchabugiong to
emerge in an endless stream

g

A)
- /N

XU, to add to; to prolong; to follow
[A]
¢k%: jixu to continue [A] L4

24 xuiji sequel l%%ﬁ

=)

MA, mama, “ma’’; nurse
1519 mama mother L1

5
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

fi%h

MA, to lay in neat piles; yard (of
cloth); counter or marker [C] L5

i#

:

LAN, be blue (color); family name
[A]L3

i
B

=

—_—

MA, to scold; to curse [B]
J¥ %5 chima reprimand, scold

=

—|
=
3

LAN, basket (usually with a curved
handle); “basket” (basketball) [A]

&

WAN, bowl [A] L3

i

YR fanwin “rice bowl,” livelihood

44
>

LAN, to overflow, to flood; be exces-
sive, be indiscriminate [C]

B

situation

i

KUANG, even more so [A]
5ol jingkuang circumstances,

i H. kuanggié furthermore L6 ?R

LAN, to look at [A]

5
%

CUN, village [A]

BO., to spread, to scatter [A]

q #4 cainzhing village chief M2 %1% bosong to broadcast, to
7 M) transmit [C]
SHU, to lose (as in gambling) [A] L4 FAN, to flip; to translate; to search
ZL:A ;E\ ) through; to change one’s attitude; to
- IHU EE] reprint; to go over (a hill) [A] L5
WU, thing, object [A] N Y1, to explain, to interpret, to translate
H Z4) dongwir animal [A] L3 (A]
A T4 zhiwt plants; flora [A] L4 _I/:F #Hl1F fanyi to translate [B] L4
==
Ees
N TAO, to ask for; to marry (be a groom); ZE, ZHAI, to pick out [B]
to discuss [A]
15 ¥
=l
S
S SHENG, victory [A] SHi, to loosen up; to explain [B]
/——‘ it shengli victory; to win, to h) ,X
-1 vanquish [A] L5 :l:
—1 a B
T

YAN, salt [B] L4
#57K yanshui brine

ZE, marsh; to dampen; to enrich;

to favor [C]
=

35| B

JIAN, to supervise; prison [C]

&

NONG, farming [A]
# )k néngye agriculture [A] L5

o
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

N()NG, be heavy, be thick; be strong in

YING, camp; battalion; to manage

\\ flavor; be intense (an interest) [B] L5 [B]
% néngdur (chemistry) B}l yingdi camping ground,
concentration JHH (military) camp KK
1% néngmi dense ‘{}Izé B 77 yingyiing nutrition L5 =
N BIAN, be flat [B] L6 YAN, to try out; to examine [A]
— | For Jiit as phonetic, see the next five U5 1IF yanzheng to verify L6
) HH characters. 5L shiyan an experiment;
experimentation L5 %ﬁ
ID/SS

il

BIAN, go around; be ubiquitous; a
turn, a time [A] L4
i biandi all over, everywhere

QIAN, to sign (formally); lots (as in
“draw lots”); label [B]
%544 qianming signature

Z-1E qianzhéng visa L4 o
RR

PIAN, article, essay; a measure for

articles and essays [A] LS

j# % pianzhang sections and chapters

i pianfd length (of a piece of
writing)

FU, good luck [A]

FEF fal prosperity; material benefits
L6

i/ fidgi good fortune L6

BIAN, to weave, to braid; to classify;
to compile [B]
Y45 bianji to edit, editor L5

4% bianzhi to weave L6 )%E{J

FU, be rich, abundant; family name
[A] L4

& Bt fugli wealth, wealthy

E A furén men of wealth

v =5 | IB|

PIAN, to lean to one side; be partial;
on the side, secondary [B]
{i I, pianjian prejudice L6

FU, assistant [B] L6
I fushou assistant
FI 24t fuzéngtong vice-president

A

i

PIAN, to fool, to cheat [B] L4
B A pianrén Nonsense!
3 qipian to dupe L6

Bl

F(J, a width of cloth; size; a measure
for cloth, silk, wool, paintings, draw-
ings, etc. [B] L5

& J& fGdi range, scope L6

I

No pronunciation. Radical (134). “Top
of 57 (see next character).

PENG, to touch; to run into [A]

fili 3k pengtéu to talk over

fill % péngbi to run up against a
stone wall

LAO, hard work [A]
473)] 1aodong hard work, labor L5
57 8575 1dodongméfan model

worker KK

57

WU, dance [A]
#5)) wiidong to brandish; to wave
#2 winii dancing girl; taxi dancer

LAO, to drag for, to fish for; to make
money improperly [B] L6
1578 1aoqu to fish for; to gain

by improper means Elf%

GU, to look after, to look back, to take
care of; to take into consideration [A]
Jifi% guke customer L4

H

A | S| JF

R()NG, to flourish, be glorious [B]
2% réngyn honor L5

P
-~

Jifi[7] giwén consultant L6

ZHI, a particle similar to [¥; (noun/
pronoun) ’s; him, her, it, them [A] L4
...2 [B] zhijidn between [A]
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

low (of a fire, etc.) [B]

FA, be exhausted; be feeble in ability;

7% Z pinfa poor, inadequate [D] L6
= 77 fali malaise; be exhausted

Sl

HUANG, be deserted, be desolate; be
reckless; excessive; famine [C]

Sichh huangdi wasteland

F4F huangnidn famine year

NIANG, mother; young woman [A]
TR xtnidng bride [D] L6
Il I} ganiang girl, daughter L5

-

;

=
c

HUANG, be nervous, to panic [B]

ti- huangmang be in a big hurry
[CI L6

Ji1 biéhuang Don’t panic!

KE, be thirsty [A] L3

J&%2 kéwang to yearn for [C] L6
1 jiké hungry and thirsty

N—

ZHOU, circle, revolution, to go around;
be ubiquitous; everywhere; all; a week;
surname [A]
J& H}t% zhoubao weekly (publication)
JEI K zhoumod MER

weekend L3 %);J (not surname)

BN [

TAI, attitude, figure, shape [A]
: i \ % taidu attitude [A] L4
A7 7S biantai pervert

a0
Ty

~.

DIAO, tune; to transfer; TIAO, to

harmonize; to incite [B]

J#%: diaohuan to exchange

LR tidoweilido seasoning, —;‘}ﬂ
spice F/H.

%\ yourén tourist

YOU, to swim; to travel; to saunter;
section of a river; to travel around

Al
Wk yéuyodng to swim L2

ZU, race, tribe [A]
% zizhiing clan head
Tl K 46 zhongziamiejué genocide

[A]
AT tiyh sports L3

YU, give birth to; to bring up, nourish

& & fayu growth, development L6

SHI, to begin [A]
FF1f kaishi to begin [A] L2
A1H shiziniio Archaeopteryx

PI, to comment on; annotation; to mark

“: (exam); batch; wholesale [A] L5
“ L& pifa wholesale L6
~ LI piping to criticize L4

DAO, to lead [A]
475 lingdiio to lead; leader [A] LS
-S4k bandioti a semiconductor

g

Sl

Jref pigi buttocks L6

Pi, gas (in the bowels); fart; (figura-
tively, of speech) be stupid [C]
JHUFE fangpi to fart; to talk rubbish

PAI, to arrange; a row; to shove, get
rid of [A]

HEB% paichi to get rid of [A] L6
HEJF paichi to reject [B] L6

#45F1] shili snobbish L6

of forces

SHi, power; momentum; tendency;
; l: outward appearance; gesture [B]

#4544 775 shijiinlidi balance

BEI, be sad, grieved [B]
B beitong grieved [B]
HEME beiguan be pessimistic [C]

FAN , pattern, rule; family name [B]
JEH fanwéi scope [B] L4

A
EB (not surname)

BEI, a generation; kind or class;
lifetime [C]
—3JE7 yibeizi all one’s life

%

/2 livigdin influenza
JiFE liichéng process

LIfJ, to flow; to go astray; be preva-
lent; a current; a measure for (a per-
son’s) social class; class, ilk [A]

PAIL to pat, to clap; to bounce; to take
(a picture); to send (a telegram); to
fawn on; a beat in music [A] L5

114 paidang partner

222




REMAINING CHARACTERS

B(), father’s elder brother; earl, count

[B]

1A+ bémii wife of father’s elder
brother, aunt [B] L6

FENG, to meet with; to happen;

whenever [B] L6

&1 féngying to fawn on; to curry
favor with

PO, to oppress, to persecute; be in
difficulties [B]

i1 poqie be urgent [B] LS

HhiH qidngpd to force; to coerce L6

I

FENG, bees, hornets, wasps [B]
%% mifeng bee L5

B

\
Ay

CHENG, to ride; to take advantage
of, make use of (e.g., an opportunity)
[B] LS

T chéngke passenger [C]

Tt chéngliang keep oneself cool

M
(R

FENG, to stitch or sew; FENG, seam;
a crack [C]
41 féngzhi to sew
12
WE

AL
day3

SHENG, to have left, be left over; a
remnant [A] L4

4 shengyi remainder [C]

F>E shengcai leftover

 —

FENG, peak, summit; (camel’s)
hump [C]
11/I% shanfeng peak

(of a mountain, hill) =

=*=

il

YfN, to respect; the third “earthly
branch”
M} yinshi 3-5 a.m.

BANG, bat, nightstick; be terrific — be
totally cool (Beijing slang) [C] L5
FEER bangqit baseball

&7 bangzi stick, pole, rod

YAN, to act (in a play); to put on a

B

PENG, hold something in cupped

>,
\\ show [A] 7] hands; measure for two handfuls;
J#H yancha perform [A] L4 1 praise; to support (as patron) [B] L6
YO RE T yanyuan actor, actress [B] L4 PEIE A péngfudaxiio uproarious
R KANG, good health; family name [A] y ZHU, to wish; to pray; family name
—F3, | {4 jiankang health, be healthy [A]L3
); % [A] !—:3 ) ' % %E['JT zhuifd blessing L5
. /B xidokang comparatively well-

off

B4 zhuhe congratulation L4

HA . ha! ha!; to blow [A] L5
5 /% hagian a yawn
4145 hahajing a distorting mirror

JIE, joint; tempo; festival; section; to
restrain; restraint; to economize [A] L5
A5 H jiéri festival L3

144 jiéshéng to save money L5 A/~

Bl

SHI, specialist; teacher; (army) divi-

HAN, the Han (Chinese) race; man

I A A
I sion [A] ~ [A]
l_j Uii{# shifu journeyman; 473 hiiohan honest man; hero
Shi Fu [A] L4 Efﬁ A& hanbdo (ham)burger {%
FENG, 1) be pretty, graceful, elegant; 2) be N ZANG, viscera, entrails; ZANG, be
—ta abundant, fruitful, luxuriant dirty [A]
1 =% fengfu rich/abundant L4 Y
—1— | 320k fengshou JLMIE xinzang heart [B] L5
EL?S?S(ETG = (2nd meanings) Hﬂ@i (1st) %ﬂ;‘ (2nd)

FENG, to give respectfully; receive
orders; to revere; to believe in; to
wait on [D]

Z=}iik fengxian to offer as a tribute L6
Z27K fengchéng to flatter

SHEN, be deep [A] L4

R shenru to penetrate; be
thoroughgoing [B]

&Yl Shenzhén Shenzhen (a city in
China, adjoining Hong Kong)
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

TAN, to lean out; to search out [B]
FRWT tanting to ask around
{Ji# zhentan detective L6

ZAO, be dry (weather) [B]
JRH zaore be hot and dry

=Ty

ZUO, to make; to be; to act as [A] L1

4 zudomeng have a dream/pipe
dream; dream [B]

47 zudai to make love

ZAO, be rash, reckless [C]
7 xingzi zio be quick-tempered

KE, to conquer; gram [A] L5

sl kézhi to restrain, to suppress
L5

ol keéfid to overcome, to conquer
L5

SU, to lodge; be old, veteran; XIIj, a
measure for nights; night [A]

fF fir siming destiny

—1ii yixid one night

WU, be late; be too late for; mistake,
by mistake; to lead astray [A]

%53 widiio to mislead

%4> wihul misunderstanding, é‘bn%
mistake L4 u}

SUO, to coil up; to bind fast; to draw
“fi'"5 sudxié abbreviation

TING, hall, courtyard; family [A]
J#ZB¢ tingyuan courtyard

in, to shorten, to shrink [B]
I, sudjidin to decrease,
to reduce 2
e

NAI, breasts; milk; to suckle [A]
53k niitéu (colloquial) nipple, tit
347 niinai grandmother [B] L3

TING be straight and stiff; to hold
onto; fairly; a measure for machine
guns [A] L4

£ H tingzhi to straighten

L4 tingba upright L6

GUA, to scrape; to pare; to take advan-
tage of, exploit [A]
& gualisin to shave

Ci, word, term; statement; a ci (1z’u)

SHI, a room [A]
4 shiwai outdoor

it

poem [A]

Ji#L cidisin dictionary [A] L4 .
A

QIAO, bridge [A] L4

S7ACHE Tijidoqido overpass, flyover

AN cirén ci writer
L6
[A]

TU, to stick out; to break through [A]
Z¢H tichii breakthrough; to high-
light, give prominence [A] L5
44 tiiran suddenly, abruptly [A]

L3

T

JIAO, a high-spirited horse; “get on
your high horse,” be arrogant [B]

4 FH jiaoyang blazing sun

371 jiao’ao be arrogant,

be proud L4 el

ZAN,1[A]
('] zainmen we (including the per-
son spoken to) [A] L4

ZA0, to bathe [A]

P& xizito to bathe [A]

#4E z3otang a bathhouse, a public
bath

TENG, to ache; to dote on [A] L3
%F@? téngtong to ache [D]
JK 7% téng’ai to love dearly L5

e

CAO, to take hold of, to take charge

of; to exercise [A]

#:1% caoching sports ground, drill
field [A] L5

{R#5 ticao gymnastics

NA, NEI, which one? whichever; NA,
a sentence-final particle: Wg + M [A]
L1
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

JIAN, be firm, be strong [A]
% ¥ jianding be firm, steadfast; to
strengthen [A] L6
X

GAI, in general [A]

ME gainian concept [B] LS

KHE dagai generally; a general idea
L4

121 jiangud nut

TUO, to take off clothes; to shed skin;
to escape from [A] L4

JIi 5 tudli separate from [B] L6 N

i

TI, to kick [A]
1} 7 Bk 61 piqid to kick a ball; to pass
the buck

JIA0, foot; kick [A] L3
JH12> jisobu pace, step [C]
< jidoqi beriberi

ZUI, mouth, bill, spout [A] L4
[#]% bizui shut up!
21 dudzui to have a big mouth

HAN, be cold, wintry [A]

JHZE diinhan be terrified (lit., have
your gall-bladder chilled)

€[> hanxin be bitterly disappointed

SAL to compete, to rival [A]
%% shima horse race
BRTE qitisai a ball game

%%

P

YU, be happy [A]

it yiikuai be happy [A] L4
Distinguish from the next character
and note: | + T is not the same as
L + fill.

Ly
N
IR

CA, to rub, wipe, brush, scrape [A] L4
#298: cazio to take a sponge bath
JEE4% mécea to rub against, friction L6

YU, to heal; to be better; the more...

the more:

W2 ALF yudud yu hiio the more
the better [C]

Ji, to crowd, be crowded; to squeeze

(e.g., a pimple) [A]

55 yongji crowded L5

FFIP jindi to milk (a cow, etc)) MR
P ( ) J

WO, to hold fast [A]
#2F woshéu shake hands L4

WA, stocking, sock [A]

WEI, to feed (child or animal); “hel-
10!” (on the phone) [A] L1

LIAN, to melt down; to refine, to
purify [A]
%70, lianrii condensed milk

JREK liantié iron- ,}: %
b

smelting
SUAN, acid; to taste sour; be pedantic;
be grieved L4
fi2 1 suannai yoghurt
Ji% J#47E suanlidli acid, acetic, sour

mal or bicycle) [A] L3
CHU, plinth [A]
to temper, to toughen [C] L3 %
=
VA

LIANG, to suppose; to forgive; to
sympathize with
15i/i% liangjié understanding

_l_.,.;.
7N

¥~ wazi stocking, socks [A] L4
i
455 J% qibing cavalry
IR qishit horsemanship,
filif7 chiishi stone base of a column
LAt jichit base, basic L4
E*)k
e
DUAN, forge [A]
%) duantié wrought iron
FEI, used in writing foreign words
WHE ka-fei coffee [A] L2

Qf, to sit astride, to ride (e.g., an ani-
riding skills

/% duanlian to get some exercise;

N5 HE ma-fei morphine
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

FU, to assist; to supplement [A]
43 fidiio to guide, coach [A] L5
%1 fazht to assist, auxiliary L6

M(), to rub; to touch; to mull over,
to study [C]

JEFE 7 métudche motorcycle LS
% méca friction L6

JIAN, to trample; to carry out [A]
R jianta to trample L6
X
s

= |

o
C

Used fovr exglamations: NG!, N?
(doubt); NG, N (surprise); NG, N, like
English “Hm” [A]

JIAO, be scorched, burnt; be worried;
a family name [C]

PI, see below [A]
WP pijiti beer [A] L3
HAIY heipi dark beer, stout

AR - jiaotang caramel
I JIAO, name of several broadleaf YAN, to entertain with a banquet; a
plants [A] !)‘é%nquet [A]
77 #£ xiangjido banana [A] L3 %%‘ yanhui banquet [A] L5
VAR N %L1 yanqing to give a banquet

to [D]

QIAO, (colloquial) to look, see [B]

L4

I qidobing to consult/examine
(patient/doctor)

ligphideE

P

YfNG, to win; winnings, profit [A]
% yingdé to win [D] L4

XU shuangying win-win
=

FH

=

MAO, spear. SPEAR radical (155)
Distinguish from 7> (775, p.156).
7F 3k méotéu spearhead

7FJ§ maodun contradiction L5

/
R

=

YONG, to swim [A]

7k yéuydng to swim [A] L2
Tk wayong breast stroke
¥k yangyong back stroke

JU, tangerine [A]

CHUANG, window [A]

=
4
P

obvious logic, obviousness [A] L1

11~ jhzi tangerine 227~ | %/ chuanghu a window

i X
LfN, forest; a family name [B] CHf, to support; to grasp; to hold; to
FFK shulin woods [B] ":i manage; to restrain [A]
FRMK senlin forest L4 “ ﬂ" I%+F jianchi to persist in L4

~ F5/A chijiti enduring, lasting L6

N MA, hemp [A]. HEMP radical (221) BAN, a sort, a category [A] L3
J#J5 mafan be troublesome; to pes- }—[— T banpei match (a person that

Y ter [A] L4 ) X combines well with sb. else)
KJ#k dama hemp; marijuana

N MA, sentence-final particle indicating BAN, to lift (a heavy object) palms up;

to transport [A]
#:3) bandong to move

#ti2 banyin to carry/transport

M(), to rub; to grind; to wear down;
to pester; to get obliterated; to dawdle
[B]

JE45 méstin wear and tear

Di]N, to pause; to prepare; suddenly;
a measure for actions and for dishes
(food items) [A] L4
A} dimshi immediately,

at once L6 mﬁ
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

a

HU, mutually; each other [A]
HfH hiixidng on each other [A] L4
H 7 haudong interaction

FAN, be complicated, be numerous

8]

B2 fanréng be prosperous; make
prosperous [B] L5

LA
T

CHOU, to draw out; to smoke (to-
bacco); to levy; to whip; to shrink; a
conscript [A]

f14H chouyan to smoke tobacco L4

GU, bone. BONE radical (214) [B]

‘BT giigan backbone (literally and
figuratively) [C] L6

‘B il glisui marrow, (fig.) wealth

LA
l\b

DIAO, to fall, to let fall; to lose; to
fade; to remove (a stain); verb-suffix:
“away, out” [A] L4

{54 didohuan to swap, to exchange
i3k diaotéu to make a U-turn

REN, knife edge, blade [D]

Note the “knife” in JJ.

J17] daoren knife-blade; crucial
point [D]

i

BA, to cease, to quit; BA, a sentence-

final particle (= MY, 303, p. 61) [C]

22T bagong to strike (as in ‘strike
for a pay increase’) L6 -%Zg

REN, to bear, endure [B]

#25Z rénshou to endure [C] L6

ZANME rénbuzhii be unable to bear
[C]L5

A
‘\b

BAI, to swing; pendulum; to display;
to put in order; to put [A] LS
3] biidong to wave, to swing
}E\%’
Be

PO, slope, bank [B] L6
Y5 % podu gradient

~.
7 b
7

BEI, cup, glass, goblet or other small
vessel to drink from; a measure for

these [A] -
T beizi lass L1 ~
FA-7 beizi a cup, a glass

BO, a wave; to flow; ball [C]

%5l bodong to undulate [D]

L boxié sneakers, basketball
shoes

t4

Ci, be magnetic; (rarely) porcelain,
china [A]

i cidai magnetic tape [A] L5
T4 citié magnet

P(), old woman; mother-in-law;

step-mother [C]

YE£U% pépo husband’s mother/
grandmother

Y257 péjia husband’s family

or| &

CHI, be late [A]
JR % chidao arrive late L3
JRH chizio sooner or later

;E

PI, be worn out [B]
J55 pildo be worn out [B] L5

No pronunciation. Radical (203) “Side

4

of 5] chdo” (see next character) L5

JUE, to break off; (before a negative)

Zaf0fHE N juédaijiarén
beauty of beauties

v

CHAO, dynasty; imperial; reign; to
face; to visit a superior [A]. ZHAO,
morning

HA{X chaodai dynasty L5

BH zhaoyang the rising sun

very [B]
23 ji7 juébin to go out of print
e
JI, to accumulate [B]
T jji be positive; be energetic [B]
L4

FHEA jiléi to accumulate [B] L4 %

i

CHAO, tide; be damp [C]

{34 dichdo low tide

=514 gaochdo high water, climax,
orgasm

Si, to resemble (also pronounced shi
in some combinations) [B]
FHL xiangsi be similar L5

227



REMAINING CHARACTERS

Y

YE, be wild, uncivilized [B]

.05 y&xin be overly ambitious [D]
L6

B745 yéman brutal; barbarian L6

1

DING, to stare at [C]
HT#. dingshi look at sth./sb. fixedly

E

YIN, to print; to tally; to agree; family

name [B]

F1% yinxiang impression [B] L4

EI¥ yinzhang a seal; a signet; a
stamp

LIE, line, rank, to line up, to rank;
each; a measure for trains [B]

%12 lieche train (vehicle)

5155 liebiio to tabulate

GONG, achievement; effectiveness;
hard work [B]

1145 gongji achievement L6

JHE gongnéng function L5

LIE, to blaze; be brilliant or famous

[B]

551 qidnglié strong, intense L5

ZU4 lieshi a martyr; a fighter for a
good cause [C]

GONG, to attack [B]

TUH gongpo to break through
Hrifi gongjr to attack; to villify [C]
g gongke to capture [C] L6

LIE, to split [C]

434 fenlie to split L6

L% juélie to break; to break off
relations

GONG, tax; to tax; contribution; to

announce [B]

TTHk gongxian to contribute;
contribution L5 :E':‘

=

ZHEN, a measure for wind-storms or
rain-storms [B] L5

PR zhényt shower (rain)

P zhendi battlefield L6 @

T

N

XIANG, nape of the neck; a measure
for articles in documents, or items

[B]LS
A

Tji%% xianglian necklace L5

&
(4
-

Mi, be secret, be private [B]
F15 misha secretary [C] LS

ZHi, to send; to cause [B]
£ zhiyi to pay respects to

B

Mi, be secluded; be deep, secret, mysterious,

still [B]

FA%% mimi be secret, clandestine,
confidential [B] L5

HL#% jimi secret; classified; confidential L6

2l

DiNG, to agree on; to book (tickets,

etc.); to revise for publication [B] L5

111 dinghtin be engaged .
=

s

MI, honey [B]
%1% mifeng honeybee [B] L5
% H miyué honeymoon

1n

(marriage)
DiNG, top of the head; to carry on
the head; be lofty; to oppose; very [B]

L6
18

7
\J
I,
e

ML, to secrete [C]

}j_‘_

T dingb top

TING, hall, room; department of a
provincial government [B]

JT4 tingtang hall

e

l
3

—N
It

P

DAL, to deal with; to wait for [B]

i daiyn treatment; remuneration
[C]L5

A% kudindai to treat or entertain
hospitably L6

il

DING, nail [C]
£TE dingmao head of a nail
£]°7 dingzi nail; snag

£

\pay.
!

BAN, a measure for classes (students),
squads, and trips (flights, trains); shift,
troupe [B] L3

YEZ- banche regular bus
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

TTAN, to add on [B]
4R zengtian to add (D) L6

fii

ZE, standard, rule; “and then”... [B]
L5

N helps with the sound in several
characters. See below. E[J

JING, to scare [B]
50N\ jingrén be amazing, shocking
501 jingjifo to scream in fear

Hik
1%

i

CE, to estimate, to guess [B]
M+ celiang to survey [C] L6
Mt ceshi to test

Al

CAL to guess [B] L4
551 caixiding to suppose, guess
/R caibitou unable to make out

i

CE, toilet [B]
W cesud toilet [B] L5
Qi riéce to go to the toilet

i1

CAI, material; ability; “genius”; coffin
as in 544 [B]

Distinguish from £ (p. 220 a).

Bl cilido material, ingredient L4

M

~

CE, side; to lean aside; to side with
someone; secondary [C]
T cemian side, flank;

aspect [D] L6 {E[J

CALI wealth [C]

SHANG, wound, to wound [B]

H | /7™ caichiin property [C] L5 /'/ ;15447 beishang be sorrowful [D]
7 3= c4zhi a rich person ’ , 1472 shanggin sick at heart; senti/—_.
~ mental =
iy 5
N AN, be dark [B] L4 SHU, to tell a story [B]
>, [AN,Dbeda AT VU vl it .
N/ [T an’an secretly, to yourself [C] iR1)i shiishuo to give a detailed ac-
E[ % andan be dim, gloomy [D] count of sth. to state
N BA, to pull up, to pull out [B] Ci, THORN radical (167)
% bacha to remove Distinguish from R “bundle” (745,
p. 150).
MIE, to extinguish, to go out (a fire, CI, thorn, splinter, fish-bone; to stab,

lights); to wipe out [B]

KX mi¢hud to put out a fire

T miewang death, fall,
destruction L6

it

to pierce; to murder; be “thorny,”
unpleasant [B] L6

i1J] cidao bayonet
FIH cipd to pierce

HUI, to wave around; to wipe off; to
command (e.g., an army); to disperse
[B] LS =y
%% huifa to volatilize *%
1T huishou to wave one’s hand

CE, plan, policy; whip [B]

%)) cedong to instigate; to rouse
IR xiace a bad plan

_I% shangee a good plan

BALI, defeat [B]

JE5 N fibai be putrid, to rot;
to corrupt L6

S chéngbai success or

failure E&

BING, soldier; weapons [B]
J%3 bingfa art of war

# I% bubing infantry

Ji L2 qibing cavalry

YAN, to detest, be fed up with [B]

K tioyan repugnant;
troublesome [B] L4

E ~

JAk

OB = A3 S

PING, bang! (onomatopoetic); see =
(next character) [B]
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

PANG, in 17 pingpang, ping-pong

[B]

IE LBk pingpangqid ping-pong [B]
L4

=TTl
FmEEgp

BIvJ, to seize, to arrest [B]
%K bithud to capture
fiib buikuai (historical) police

CHAO, to copy; to confiscate; to par-
boil [B]. 2)* (380, p. 77) gives the sound
in several characters (below). L5

ﬁ\l’
7/

BU, to mend, patch up; to fill in [B]
¥ 4h tianbi to replenish

CHAO, to quarrel; to make noise,
disturb with noise [B] L4
Whiifi] chionao to wrangle [D]

!
\

Pi
i

BO, BAO, be thin, be weak [B]
] boli small profit

~
~
7/

CHAO, to fry [C] L5

JO¥3 42 chio 1éngfan to rehash

JPIR chiofan fried rice, to fry rice;
(slang) to make love

B(), be broad or comprehensive
(in knowledge); of all kinds; to win,
to gain [C]

Y18 béwiguin museum L5
154 béldnhui exposition, expo L6

N
7

CHAO, paper money; collected

writings [C]

Y | 28

BAO, be precious; “your” (polite)
[B]LS
“E 1% biogui be valuable; regard as

i valuable [B] L5 '%E
“EJ biAozang treasure =

£PZE chaopiio banknote [C] L6
F2£) mingchao joss paper

SHA, sand, gravel; to sound hoarse, be
hoarse; a family name [B]

705 shabao sandstorm

VP35 shamo desert L5

PEI to keep someone company; with
[B] L4

[%[F] péiténg to accompany

=% sanpéi escort, prostitute

MIAO, be slender, be beautiful, be
graceful; be marvelous; be clever
[C]L5

PEL to pay damages; to lose money
(in business) [B]
{2 péichang to indemnify L5

151 midoji excellent plan 4L péili to apologize EL
A
MIAO, smallest part; a measure for BI, currency, coin [B]
seconds (of time or angles) [C] #NTT waibi foreign money
Fh3& misobiiio stopwatch AT rénminbi RMB (lit. the
people’s money) L5 ﬁr\%

ZANG, stash, treasure; Tibet; CANG,
to hide, to store [B]

Vij xizang Tibet

SR cangdud to hide

PO, to throw liquid out of a container;
to spill; be shrewish [B] L6

Y% F% popi rascal

V419 pofu vixen N

DUO. to take by force [B]
The old form: a bird escaping a snatch-

ing hand.
ad
=

BO, to move (as with a fingertip);
to set, adjust, transfer [C]
1%

257t duéguan to win a
championship

FEN, to exert yourself; to lift up [B]

Karlgren says “fly away over the

fields” (AD 380).

15~} fendou to struggle L5 %

15 ™ bohaoshangwing
dial-up (Internet)

FEI, to abolish, discard; be crippled,

useless [C]

J%1i% feihua to talk rubbish, BS L5

J% Bi: feichii to abolish, annul 5
[C] L6 }_‘ﬁj
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

Al to crowd against; in sequence; AI,
to delay; to suffer [B] L6

2> aige one by one

217 aijin to approach

'l

i

&

BI, to press; crowd; to annoy [B];
(vulgar) vagina
i bipo to compel [D] L6

1:81, Yes? Right!; (as a response): Al,
Al, Alas! That’s too bad! [C] L5

LA
Ef

CHA, to stick in, to insert, to inter-
rupt [B] LS

{#iBA chadui jump the queue

14 chatd illustration

CE, booklet, album; a measure for
copies (of a book) [B] L5
/IMYFF- xifio cezi booklet

H i xiangee photo album -Hﬂ-

AO, be arrogant [B]
5% Aoman be haughty

BING, ice [B]
VKL bingqilin ice cream
VK5 bingdi#in freezing point

BEI, a memorial tablet, monument,

gravestone [B]

3L beiwén inscription on a tablet,
etc.

ZHE, to snap off; discount; SHE, be bro-

BI, nose. BIG NOSE radical (226).

- ; ken; lose money; ZHE, to spill [B]. Distin- Called “big nose” to distinguish it from
L4 guish from the next two characters. L6 619,p. 124 [B]
~ #71H zhéjit depreciation £ 7 bizi nose L3

#7745 shébén lose money in business

CHAL, to take apart [B] CANG. erana
-+ lf)ﬁtmgmsﬁl from prsecedlng and G help’sg Wit}l;ythe sound (with the
A ollowing characters. L: rhyme) in several characters

it chaiqian demolition and b
3 . (below).

relocation

P75 chaichii to demolish

4 cangku warehouse L6 %

~.
7 b

XI, to split wood; to divide up;
to analyze [B]

Compare with preceding characters.
43HT fenx to analyze LS

o | @ e | 58

QIANG, spear, pistol, rifle [B] L5
Distinguish from the next character.

XI, be clear, be distinct [C]
T qingxi clear L6

d

<>

37 qiangzhi firearms *é
QIANG, to rob, snatch [B] L5

CHAI, firewood; family name [B]

2E% chaiciio firewood

J4Z2E feichai (coll.) a good-for-
nothing

Bi, to close, to stop up [B]

1414 bihé to close

[F1%% bim the curtain falls;
to end, conclude [D]

Ei

&5 =

Distinguish from the preceding char-

acter.

%) qisngjié to rob L6 fl:é

CHUANG, to begin; CHUANG, to

wound [B]

f]7 chuangjian to set up

A7 chuangxin to bring /‘\U
forth new ideas L6 E

CANG, sky; be sky blue; be pale; be

gray; lush vegetation [C] L6

{545 cangqiong sky

{5 cangying housefly =

=

>

BEN, be stupid, be clumsy [B] L4
44 beéndan a fool [D]

=>

CANG, cabin; (space flight) module

[C]

%> kécang passenger cabin

SLEG téudéngeang first-class ﬁ
cabin Y=
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YANG, to support (one’s dependents);

to nourish [B]

Jf17% baoyiing adopt a child

{177 baoyiing “buyout” a toy %
boy/mistress

JING, to end; in the end, after all [B]
Distinguish from the preceding cha-
racter. Note use as phonetic (below).
4% 3% jilijing outcome; after all L4

QIANG, be strong; strength;\QIANG,
to force or to compel; JIANG, be
stubborn [B]

5 qidngdao robber
B qisingpo to force, to coerce L6

JiNG, a field’s edge; borders; region;
circumstances [B]

+ “earth” for meaning.

P13 hudnjing environment L3

DAO, to rob, robber [B]
#H daoyong to embezzle
¥ hiidao pirate

JiNG, mirror, lens [B]
i1 jingzi mirror [B] L4
ik jingtéu lens [D] L6

i

GOU, dog [B] L1

ZE zougdu “running dog,” stooge,
toady [D]

F1URFR 1) gdunidngyingde son of
a bitch

XIAN, be visible; to show; be note-
worthy [B]
Lk xisinhe illustrious

|

NN

NAO, brain [B]
Distinguish from i (p. 246a).
L /1% téundo brain [C]
if diani s
FLHX didndo computer [C] L1 H

SHI, be wet [B]
i3] shichio be damp [C]
¥/ shiqi dampness, moisture

~

&

NONG, to do; to handle; to make;

to play with, fool with; LONG an

alley [B] L4

{55 zudonong to joke, to tease, to
mock

Ni, mud; Ni, to daub with mud or
plaster [B]

JE 1 niba mud, dirt

JEF nizi putty

SUi, be smashed, be in bits and pieces
[B]L5
TARHL suizhijt shredder

JUAN, roll, rolled rice dumpling.
ROLL radical (158) L5
Note 7% in the next characters.

B

ZUI, be drunk [C] L5

28, Hl A A the LAESSE, 1gHp
Fi Yi qingshan baiyin rén yé.
Yizui si. Waha!*

e

XING, to wake up [B] L4
T xingwil to wake up to reality
I xingjit to sober up

JUAN, roll; scroll; section or
%R jusinchi tape measure

to imprison; JUAN, pen, fold (e.g., of
[& 7% juanying feed in a pen

PAI, placard, card [B]
% lapai signpost, road sign
FhTe# pukepai poker

chapter; JUAN, to roll up [B]

(JUAN “to roll up”) T%
sheep) [B]
J UAN, be tired, be weak [C]

454l juanzhou a scroll

QUAN LS5, circle; to encircle; JUAN,
J&lF quanzi a sphere, a circle

J% 1% pijuan be tired, be weak [C] L6

_> _a
—N 7/ .

b

JING, to quarrel [B]

354t jingzheng to compete;
competition L4

Pyvi KPF wijingtianzé natural 222
selection ot

QUAN, fist; to tuck in; a measure for
punches (with the fist) [C]

#22%% woquan make a fist

KA taijiquan taichi

*Fu Yi loved the blue mountains and white clouds. He died drunk, alas! (Fu’s epitaph, written by Fu himself

(555-639 A.D.))
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

TENG, to make room for; to ride up
on; TENG, Thump! (onomatopoetic)
Ji575 téngkong to fly high, to soar
JiEE% téngyue to jump over >

70

LI, be beautiful [B]
JE 1 méili beautiful L4

MENG, dream [B] L4

12 mengxidng to dream of;
fantasize [D] L6

SEAE ame : e

% emeng nightmare [E=]

MIAO, temple [B]
JHi T midoyii temple
J#i %> miaohui temple fair

3]

HE, tosend a present with congratula-

tions; to congratulate [B]

B35 heef speech of congratulati%l
=1

PI, to open up (e.g., territory); be
incisive; to refute [B]

Compare with the next 3 characters.
FEVE: piydo to refute a rumor

A
SAN, umbrella [B] L3 Bi, wall, screen [B]
R4 yiisan umbrella BERE bichi closet
BEJ bild fireplace
A

SHI, poem, a shi poem; poetry [B]
L5
K shige poetry

S
Fpuy

Bi, to flee from [B]

#ETT bikai to avoid

HEEE %l biléizhen lightning
conductor

JIAN, gradually [B]
i {2. jianxian fade in (movie term)

i

Pi, example; analogy [C]
B pird for example [C] L6

T(J, road, trip; career [B]
& tdzhong en route
J&22 tjing by way of, via

ZHAO, to beckon to; to invite; to
recruit; to tease; to pass a disease to;
to confess [B]

JA1F zhaodai to entertain, to host L5
FH4E zhaoji to assemble

RUO, be weak [B] L5
155 boruo be frail [C] L6
594 ruddidin a weak point L6

CHAO, to catch up to, to surpass [B]

LT chaoji-shichiing super-
market

i\ chaorén superman, superhuman

QI, wife [B]
FET qizi wife L2

ZHEN, needle, pin [B]
1%} zhendui be aimed at [B] L5
#T4t dizhen to have an injection

M/

YIN ,to lead, to draw out [B]
5|3t yingi to give rise to [B]
]3| gouyin to seduce, to entice

J1, season (of the year); family name
[B]

Distinguish from first and fifth charac-
ters following.

ZETT jijié season L3

ZAN, to approve; to praise, eulogize

(B]
%% zanméi to praise, eulogize L5
%! zan Great! Nice! =

==

XIU, flourish; be elegant; family name [B]
Compare with the preceding character and
fourth character below.

75 3% xitméi graceful

155 youxiu excellent, brilliant L4




REMAINING CHARACTERS

g%

XIU, to embroider [C] L6
“Silk” for meaning.
Z54¢ xiuthua to embroider

YI, to agree with; to forgive; accord-
ing to [B]
{%E yikao to depend on L6

%

TOU, to go through [B]

i_ (90, p. 19) for meaning.
P17 shitou to get drenched
%P tduming transparent LS

Y1, profit [B]
74t yichii benefit

XIU, rust; to rust [C]
“Gold” (metals) for meaning.

%

ZHONG, crowd [B]

“Three’s a crowd” may be a mnemonic

for English.

% zhongdud multitudinous

AR Z H] zhongshizhidi target
of public criticism

=ea}
AR

WEI, to appoint; to abandon; really
[B]

Distinguish from fourth and fifth char-
acters above.

Z4T wéitud to entrust LS

PIN, goods; quality, rank; personality;
to judge the quality, to sample [B]

PAN, plate, dish; to coil up; to move;
to sell; price; a measure for games

[B]
%

4% jianpan keyboard L5

QU, to be small; to distinguish be-
tween; region, district [B]
[XJil| qiibié to distinguish, distinction

L4 =
ujuj

X35 qiiyn region L6

ZHi, to oversee; job, duty [B]
AR shuizhi to report on your work
HA 5% zhiyudn a staff member;

an office employee Iél ;

T M| ED) B BN

|
|

FOU, crock. CROCK radical (175)

HUAN, to encircle; ring, bracelet [B]
¥ hudnxing annular

i

| B

5

e

GUAN, jar, can [B] L6
fiff >k guantéu tin can [B] LS

ZHi, disposition; substance; to ques-
tion; (bookish) to pawn, pledge [B]
JUii zhiliang quality L4

=]

B

f;

..J\J
TS

GUAN, to sprinkle; to irrigate; to
recoyd (on tape or disc); [C]
HEWE guangai to irrigate L6

QfJN, herd, crowd [B]. This character
may appear in the form %, L4
A% qiinzhong the masses L6
#£43 qunshi books of all sorts

al

WEI, tail [B]
2t wéiba tail [B] L5
<. wéiqi exhaust (gas), emissions

JiN, to exhaust; JiN, as much as pos-

sible; to put first [B]

J277 jinli to strive LS

REERZE jinshanjinméi
perfection

HUANG, emperor, be imperial [B]

DA, to reach [B]

1% dadao to achieve, reach [B] L5

J5J% ddchéng to reach (e.g., an
agreement) [C] L6 E

—TH

|

o

Di, emperor; supreme ruler [B]
247 huangdi emperor [B] L5
277 nilidi empress
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

Ti, hoof [C]
JE “foot” gives the meaning; di 77
(above) the sound.

QUE, but, however; to step back, to
cause to step back, i.e., to drive back
[B] L4

J5 %) wangque to forget, oblivion

Di, enemy [B]
N dirén enemy [B] L5
B diyi hostility, enmity

R

WANG, net, to net [B]

M3k wangqii tennis [B] L4

K lanwiing (of volleyball) to
block

DI, drop, to drip [B]
T2 dida tick-tock

WEI stomach [B]
1 weikou appetite L6
H % weijing a gastroscope

ZHALI, to pick (flowers, fruit); to

criticize [B] L5

fifi>% zhaili extract, summary, to
summarize

12 zhaiyao summary L6

WEI, to talk about; to call; to say;
dimension [B]
1515 weiyli (grammar) predicate

e

YA, to push down [B]
JE 77 yali pressure [C] L4

B

71, fee, capital, resources; talent; to
aid [B]

7K 7ibén capital (money) L6
%7 7ichin property L6

S

&

YONG, be brave [B]
BB yonggin be brave [B] L4
5+ yongshi a brave warrior

A | | dE | T | =)

71, posture, carriage [C]
Z:4H 7ishi posture L5

SHOU, to guard [B]

GE, ruled line or space (on paper);

/ 7 <F#& shéubei to do guard duty category; compartment [B]
AN I Fj7<F tangshou defense, to defend L6 1%l gédou to fight
S KANG, to resist, oppose [B] DUI, to pile; pile; crowd [B] L5
S BN

P4+ kangzheng to resist
$1H 4+ kangrizhanzheng the War
of Resistance Against Japan

—+ “earth” for meaning.
HE/iX duifang to pile up

KENG, pit, shallow hole; to cheat
somebody [C]

WEI, to maintain, to hold together;

dimension [B]
A

2f4 wéichi to maintain L6

Dlj, alone [B]
37, ddhi be independent L5
P giidi lonely L6

J&]

M()U, certain, some [B] L5
HELE mouxie certain, some [C]

ZHU, candle; to illuminate [C]
Jall.L» zhiixin candle wick

J&

2

MEI, coal [B]
IS, méiqi coal gas [B]
S5 méiyéu coal oil, kerosene
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M()U, to find (a job); to plot, a plot
[B]
1114 jiméu strategy, trickery

LU, law [B]
A filii law [B] L4
FRUI HishT lawyer L4

1% méusha to murder %
KUANG, mine (for minerals) [B] XU, introduction (to a book); order,

1" kuangwi mineral

i

sequence [B]
J¥ %% xtumit prologue
% xtishit ordinal number

GU, drum, to drum. DRUM radical
(224) [B]
i hif giichui drumstick

Ji, boundary; occasion; at the time
that... [B]
APB5IK & rénjiguanxi human

relations
7N

A

SUN , be cruel; be sarcastic; to dam-

age [B]
iz

DAN, a bullet; TAN, to hurl; to pluck

(a musical instrument) [B]

T3 zidan bullet L6

#PE tAnxing spring, elasticity
L6

%I‘

514 stinshi loss, to lose LS
15134 stinhuai damage,

DUi, squadron; team; file (of people);
a measure for formations [B]

to damage L6
A% duilié file, rank (of people)
FA 5% duiyudn team member >

JIN, barely [B]
{U{ jinjin barely, merely [B]

LIANG, provisions (food) [B]
HE liangshi grain [B] L5
Z} junlidng army provisions

KUO, to expand [B]
#K kudda to enlarge, expand [B]

L4
1%

ZHANG, ten Chinese feet (= 144

inches); wife’s parents; husband [B]

S5k zhangfu husband 1.2

Sl zhangliang to measure, to
survey

YA, be inferior; used to write foreign
words. INFERIOR radical (168) [C]

[l

ZHANG, (bookish) weapons; to hold
a weapon; to rely on; war [C]
FI1 diizhang go to war [C] L6

YAN, be airtight, be strict; family
name [B]

JZH% yangé strict L4

J"4 yandong severe winter

B

~
74

> ,\r
ol

13

HUi, to repent; to turn away [B]

JEi 16 houhui to regret; to feel
remorse [B] L4

132 huiyue to repudiate a contract
or agreement

E, be evil; be fierce; WfJ, to consider
evil, hateful [C]
3% haowu likes and dislikes

IX|;% xionge ferocious, evil L6
pTa

AT

YUN, be evenly distributed; to spare
(space, time, money) [C]

4]FX ylnchén well-balanced, uni-
form

HU, kettle, jug [B] L5
784 chdhi teapot

—=

A

JON, be equal, be fair [B]

“F-#4] pingjiin average; on average;
equally [B] LS

¥J4) jianyin even; uniform; well
mixed L5

QIN, to move in on, encroach [B]
{2 qinru to invade
{Z# qinhai to encroach [D]
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JiN, to soak, to immerse [C]
27 jinpao to soak L6

HUO, to grab [B]
3R1% huodé to obtain [B] L4

54 N
iy
&
SAO, broom; SAO, to sweep [B] YUAN, spring (of water) [B]

1Pk siochii to wipe out, a clean-up

F14 saoba broom [D]
=
i

4R yuanquan source L6
Y7L yuantéu source (of a river, etc.)

FU (woman with broom), wife;
woman [B]

F4A fafu husband and wife L6
1A%} fuke department of Zz;gc
gynecology f

ZHI, order, arrangement [B]
FJF zhixu order, sequence [B] L5

LﬁE, to omit; be simple, be rough;

sketch, plan [B]

2% qinliié aggression [B] L5

A% shéngliie to omit, abbreviation
L5

ZAl, disaster [B]

FL9¢ hanzai drought [D]

7K shuizai flood
<L
K

QUE, to lack [B]

B queke to cut class; to play truant

i 1 quédiin weak point, defect [B]
L4

FEI, be fat; be fertile (soil); be loose,

be baggy; fertilizer [B]

AT} féiliao fertilizer, manure

AL féipang be fat, be obese,
obesity

XUAN, to proclaim; family name [B]

‘H 1% xuanchudn to propagandize
(for), propaganda [B] L5

H % xuanzhan to declare war

ZHU, bright red; a family name [C

supplement]

K41 zhithéng be vermilion; bright
red

ZHONG, end; to the end of [B]

ZHU, pearl, bead [B]

Q& 285% zhongjia after all [D] L6 F14% 2k suanpanzhii abacus beads
N #%/]: zhongsheng all one’s life L6 Y ¥ zhenzhii pearl L6
LS

N
N HUN, to mix up; to fool around; HfJN, KUO, to embrace, to include [B]
~N see below [B] $E9N kuoha brackets, parentheses

Y45 hidndan scoundrel
Y84 hunhé to mix, to blend L6

GUN, stick, club; bad guy [C]
17 glinzi stick, rod

IJ
O

7

LIANG, horizontal beam, bridge,
top-handle, ridge; a family name [B]
Distinguish from the next character
below.

JIE, step (on a stairway); rank, class
[B]

2 jieji class (in society)

==
k&

-4‘}’/
s

LIANG, (bookish) millet; birdseed;
ood food [C]
istinguish from the previous cha-
racter. Here, lower part of character =
rice, not tree.

=3 gaoliang Chinese sorghum

~

HEN, to hate; to regret [B] L5

415 hénbudé to want badly to
[C]L6

141} zenghen to hate

-
HF

XIU, sleeve [B]

#1171 xitkou cuff (of sleeve)
KAl changxitl long sleeve
454 duginxin short sleeve
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DAO, island [B] L5

*- £ bandiio peninsula [C]

%1 & liéd#o an archipelago; a chain
of islands

YAO, be far off; be long [C]

J&E yAoyudn be far away [C] L6

JEETCH] yaoyaowndqt not within
the foreseeable future

| &

N
/

dl

WAN, to bend, a bend [B] L5
| wangqii be meandering, winding
5 wandao a curve (of road)

=

ZUN, respect; “your” (polite); measure
for Buddhist statues and for cannons
(artillery) [B]

B4 ziinjing to respect L5

KONG, small hole; Confucius; a fam-
ily name [B] L6

%14, zuankdng to drill a hole

FL-7- Kéngzi Confucius

ZUN, to obey, to comply with [B]
JE M ziincéng to obey

S| e

HUI, ashes, dust; be ash-colored,
gray [B] L5

0> huixin to lose heart [C] L5

/K 111k huéshanhui volcano ash

—J\/
—
)

CHONG, to crash through; thor-
oughfare; CHONG, to face; strong;
tactless [B] L5

13 chongei to spurt /@-‘
#15¢ chongtii conflict L6 { I

HUI, to extend; be great [B]
P2 huifu to restore [B] L5

1
-y

ZHONG, to swell up [C]
fih K zhéngda to swell
fii&4 zhonglid tumor L6

iEd

1

/%%?t

ST, (bookish) this; used to write foreign
words; family name [C]
3L stwén gentle, elegant, grace L6

PEI, to match up, go well with; to mate
(said of animals) [B]
ficf pei’éu spouse L6

SI, to tear up [B]
#7224 silie to tear up

XIAN, to give [B]
fik i1 xianji to give advice
ik U8 xianmei to ingratiate oneself

with sb. )%’

\

FAN, to commit an offense; to have
a recurrence of or revert to; a crimi-
nal [B]

JR4E fanzui to commit a crime

A2 fanfi to violate the law

NAI, to endure, to bear [B]
fi/L> naixin be patient [B] L4
i 77 naili stamina, endurance

SHUA, a brush, to brush, to give some-
one the brush-off; to cut class [B]
Ji] ¥ shuazi a brush

JU, chief, large, great [B]
Picture of a carpenter’s square, with
handle. The radical = [ (15).

A

— | K juda huge L5
YAO, to shake, to rock, to swing to | JU, to refuse, resist [B]
W/ |and fro [B] L5 41 jijué to reject [B] L4
P ydolan cradle :l ith wanju to decline with great
— courtesy
N— YAO, folk-song, ballad; rumor [C] JU.be separated from, be distant from;
N/ | % minydo folk song

distance [B]
BF S juli distance; be away from
[B] L4
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

JIVJ, carpenter’s square; standard, rule,
custom [C]

This is [, above, reclarified with 7%
“arrow” (82, p. 17).

JF jlixing rectangle

e
A

KUAN, sum of money; article (in
treaty, contract); inscription; to en-
tertain [B]

U AF kudindai to treat cordially L6
3 kudnshi style L6

JIAN, to put together [C]

Ahand grasps and pulls things together.

AR jianzhi to hold two jobs, part-
time job L6

7

CHENG, to inherit; to manage; to

admit [B] LS

7 chéngbao to contract; to under-

_take to do a job L6

J& 1A chéngren to recognize,
acknowledge [B] L5

QIAN, apology; crop failure, bad harvest
[B]

The /X radical (244, p- 49) connotes de-
ficiency.

1}k baogian apologetic; be sorry [B] L4

YIN, bride; marriage connections [B]
151 hiinyin marriage L5

XIAN, to dislike; to suspect [C]

T xianwi to loathe

W92 % & xianpin’aifu to loathe the
poor and love the rich

t

TUO, to carry on the palm; to rely on;
to ask a favor; to entrust [B]
FEA tudfu tg)‘ entrust

g G (last two meanings)

ZHUAN, to make money; profit [C]
L4
To put cowries together.

£k zhuangian to make money ﬁ%
H

BY

HE

Yf, to mistrust [B]
£E/L» yixin suspicion [C]
£E2X yihuo to doubt, doubt L6

JfJ, tool; to write out; (bookish) a
measure for dead bodies and ma-
chines [B]

T.H gongju tool L4

2

Y1, to shift [B]

# 50 yidong to shift [B] L5

#3H 1 yidong dianhua mobile
phone

Jf}, be complete; every [B]
{HLZR358 julebu club (social group)
[BILS

£E)

MIN, toad. TOAD radical (207)

§lEf

CHEN, to make use of; to take advan-
tage of (an opportunity) [B] L5
JEHL cheénji to seize the opportunity

SHENG, string [B]
4% 2% shéngsud rope

il

ZHEN, precious object; be precious
[C]

Y% zhem’ai to treasure

¥ %k zhenzhi pearl L6

YING, fly (insect) [C]
LI cangying fly

Ll

ZHEN, to examine medically [C]
127 zhénduan diagnosis L5

i

ZHUANG, be serene; hamlet; store;
dealer (cards); family name [B]

% zhuangjia crops
1% zhuangyuan demesne, T
manor At

MU, Chinese acre (“mou”): 733%

square yards [B]
ik

WEN, be steady; definite, “You can
depend on it.” [B]

F2UF weénding firm, stable LS
ST
=
oy
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

YIN, to hide [C]
[529 yinyue be indistinct, dim [C] L6
F5# yincang to hide [D]

Oz
T

[ |~

35

BAN, to keep someone company,
companion [C]

F5F: péiban to keep company

£X£: huéban a partner; a companion;
a business associate L5

HAN, to hold something in your
mouth; to contain [B]

4 3 hanyi implication [D] L6

£ Ji" hanpian a troche; a lozenge

PAN, bank (e.g., of ariver); edge [C]
L6

SU, to command respect, to respect
B]
jiT T stijing solemn silence

PEN, to spurt, to puff, to spray; PEN,
puff [B]

5 % penfa to erupt
i 75 penxiang fragrant

I

YOU, to excel; actor [B]
fJi. 15 youdidin strong point, merit L4

&

FEN ,zeal, ardor; be exasperated with;
be very angry [B]
|

1%

N

~

RAO, to annoy [B]

$T# dério to annoy [B] L4

T4 ganrio to interfere with;
jamming (radio)

B

1584% fennii anger, rage L5

FfJ, to float; be flighty, be insubstan-
tial; excess; to swim [B]

K47 youfia UFO

MIAO, sprout; jet of flame; vein of
ore; progeny; Miao people; vaccine;
family name [C]

T4 /K midochuang seedbed

DA, to lay across; to build (for tempo-
rary use); to travel by; to add, “plus”
[B]L6

{47 dachéng to travel by

I

A
B

MIAOQ, to trace over [B]
115 midohua to depict
5 midoxié to describe [B] L5

TA, pagoda, tower [B] L5
FERE tiléu turret, tower

MAO, cat [B] L1
A1 maojiao purring
P4 bosimao Persian cat

DUAN, to hold/carry with both hands;

be upright; reason; beginning; tip

(end)* [B] L6

%t “F- 17 duanwiijié the Dragon Boat
Festival L6

QIAO, be ingenious; be timely, op-
portune [B]

14 qifohé coincidence

155847 qisiokeli chocolate L4

CHUAN, to gasp for breath, breathe
heavily; asthma [C]

i<, chusingj to pant [C] L6

1 xidochuiin asthma

MO ink; be inky; family name [B]
“/‘” + LLJ-:” = “'”
#%7K moshui ink; learning [B]

(LN

TAN, rug [B]
HiE£ ditan carpet [C] LS
¥ maotiin a (woolen) blanket

PANG, be fat (obese) [B] L3
T pangzi fatso [D]

TI, ladder, stairs [B]
FE RS dianti elevator [B] L3
I 81386 zidong fatT escalator

#JY¥i: the four beginning points of social order in Confucianism, according to Mencius: 1~ (450), 3 (1020),
#L (591), and % (1023).




REMAINING CHARACTERS

TU, TU, to spit out, to vomit [B] L5
“I1” for meaning, - tii for sound.
<, tiqi to exhale

AXIH: Sutdr to vomit L6

GOU, structure, to construct, to
compose [B]
it gouzao structure;

tectonic [B] *ﬁ

DU, belly; DU, tripe [B]

H “meat” for meaning.

— i< yiduzi qi be very angry
(= a belly of fire)

£

GOU, a hook; to hook; a check mark;

to crochet [C]
D
4

LANG, wolf [B] L5
JKf) 1anggou wolfhound
MR langrén werewolf

#4J°f- gduzi a hook L6

KUA, to praise, to boast [C] L5
%5k kuazhang exaggerate
%4 kuajising to praise

74N
a7

LANG, waves, breakers; be undisci-
plined; be reckless; lustful [B]
Y472 langman romantic L4

5

KUA, astep; to straddle; to extend through;

to carry something hanging at your side

[B]

51 kuayue to stride across, to leap over

#51E 2\ F] kuaguégongsT transnational
company, multinational corporation

LONG, dragon. DRAGON radical
(137)L5

JZfifi 16ngchuan dragon boat

anfk

P

KUA, to collapse [C] L6
5T Jeikui le be exhausted from
overwork

LU, be anxious; to plan [B]
113 tn over “‘E‘\” - “J‘TE.”

)/EIE\

N

KIVEN, to beseech; earnestly [B]
3K kéngiii to implore [D]
151 kénqie earnest(ly);

sincere(ly) L6
N

LAN, to stop someone from doing
something; to enclose; to separate
[B]L5

14 1anjié to intercept ﬁ%ﬁ

HOU, monkey [B]
F £ méihéuwsng the Monkey
King, Sun Wukong

LAN, be tender (from cooking); soggy;

be rotten or infected; to glisten [B] L5

98 1anni mud, slime

J“ 24 lanshi to have learned J:r'
sth. thoroughly 4

I

HOU, throat [C]
4% héujié Adam’s apple

GOU, hook; to involve another person

in wrong-doing; to cancel (a debt); to

remind [C]

A& gougidingli Pythagorean
theorem

7S

JIA, husbandry; grain; to sow [B] L5
1% zhuangjia crops

GOU, to buy [B]
3L gdumai to buy [C]
711 tuangou group-buying

as

74

JIA, to get married (be a bride); to give
(a daughter) in marriage [C]

% N jiarén (woman) to marry a man
M jiazhuang trousseau

GOU, gutter, ditch; to connect [C]
VHYE gouqu irrigation ditches

A

JiN, strength, energy, spirit; JiNG,

be strong [B]

FH %) yongjin to work hard B
&
£




REMAINING CHARACTERS

K

JIA, to press (between two things, like
chopsticks, tongs); to squeeze [B]
K2 jiacéng interlayer

J&1 jiazi a clip, tongs L5 y@

SHUANG, frost [C]
% shuanghai frostbite
Tt 7 pishuang white arsenic

—

B
L4
N

XIA, gorge [C]

“Mountain” for meaning.

I haixia strait [C]

— Ik sanxia Three Gorges uld‘é

WEI, be tiny, be small, be slight [B]
Ti§1% shaowei a tiny bit, a trifle [B] L4
¥ weilbé micro blog, Weibo

XIE, tool; weapon; (bookish) shackles,

fetters [B]

HUBK jixié machine, mechanism [B]
L6

M2l xiedou to fight with weapons

|

\F>
/

A\

TIAN, to fill, to stuff full [B]

5 tidnxié to fill in, write [D]

JHZ3 tiankong to fill in the blanks
L4

5%

RAO, to wind a thing around another;
to go around; detour; sometimes RAO
[B]L5

%314 raodao to make a detour )%;7&:%

i

SHEN , be attentive, be careful [C]
{H T shenzhong be careful,
be cautious L6

0

RAO, to let somebody get away with
something; to give away [C]

Bé4 raoshu to forgive L6

s L4 N 1o 13 At
5efil raoming to spare sb.'s life &%
2 g Lo sp P

H

/

ZHEN, rural market town, a garrison

post; to press down; to be calm; to

cool [C]

% zhénjing composure, ﬁa
N

calm, to calm down L6

e

JIAO, to sprinkle; to wet down; to
trickle [C] L5
%K jiaoshui to water

=

CHE, to penetrate; be thorough [B]
HIJIE cheédi be thorough [B] L5

N/

SHAO a little bit [B]
T4 1F shaoxi a little bit

Lo\ |
T
P

SA, scatter; SA, to release [B]
Distinguish from the next character
(look at the middle-top).

7 sahudng to lie L6

JiX

XIN, be happy [C]
JIRTX xinshéing to appreciate [C] L5
WX huanxin be happy

Ay

[

IR
a0

CHE, to take away [C]

Hill% cheéchd to take away
Distinguish from the preceding char-
acter (look at the middle-top).

i

XIAN, to lift to one side; to raise up;
to open; to whisk away [B]

il

CHOU, to stink; be conceited [B] L5
SHEHE chouhonghang be stinky,
be smelly

XiNG, earthen mold for casting;

SHENG, cattle; sacrificial animal [B]

SEAEH jizhuangxiang intermodal
container

+

ﬂ:l-:lJ model, pattern [B] f—‘ “} for meaning, “t shéng for sound.
[ : 45 xinghao model —T* |47 shengchu livestock; domestic
— animals L6
’ XIANG, box, case [B] ij; a suffix: “rate” [B]; SHUAL, to
/P VKAl bingxiang refrigerator L3 ) < lead, be led; generally

Lt bilii ratio
40 shuailing to lead L6




REMAINING CHARACTERS

A}

B
—

A

SHUAL to throw down; to lose your
balance and fall; to plunge [B] L5

PRI shuaijiao to stumble; to wrestle

A

RENG, as before, still [B]

{J4%% réngran still, yet [B] L4

{51 réngjiti to remain the same;
still [C] L6

SHUAI, to swing; to throw; to leave
behind, escape from (as pursuers); to
dump sb. in a relationship [B] L5

GUA, melon. MELON radical (151)
[B]

75K xigua watermelon [B] L2

F4JK ndngua pumpkin

N[
77
i

ZAO, be pickled; be rotten, ready to
fall apart [B]

L) zaoxin be vexed

Hike! Zaogao Terrible! L5

|

—A s
)|

WU, filth; stagnant water; be foul; to
befoul [B]

57K wiishui polluted water [C]

15 %% wiirin pollution L4

ZAO, to revolve; turn or revolution;

to meet with; chance [B]

1 9E zaozui to suffer, to endure
hardships

CHi, pool; space with raised sides;
family name [B]

Hiith dianchi battery L5

3 chitang pond L6

SHOU, be emaciated; be tight; be poor
(soil) [B] L3

Hi#8 kiishou be skinny

J% & shoushén weight loss

-
I | =&

KOU, to detain; to deduct; to invert
(cup, bowl, etc.); to latch; a measure
for a ten percent discount [B]

4117 kouzi button (clothes)

SAO, older brother’s wife; polite ad-

dress for a married woman about your

own age [B]

141 s#ozi a sister-in-law who is the
wife of one’s elder brother L6

N
/

JIAN, be sharp [B]
J3F) jianli be sharp
s

231~ jianzi the greatest, the cream of
the crop [C]

SOU, to investigate, to search [C] L6
4 4E souji to gather [C]
& soushen to make a body search

LIE, be vile [C]

145 ciilié be shoddy

%45 elie very bad; abominable; dis-
gusting LS

SOU, a measure for boats and ships

[c]

— @5 sansou qichuan three
steamships

Qi, to stand on tiptoe; to expect [B]
13K qiqid to hanker after
14 qi’é penguin

YING, be bright; to reflect [B]

i yingzhao to shine on

JZ Bkt tinying to reflect; to express
opinion to a higher echelon

DU(), flower; a measure for flowers
and clouds [B] L4
1£2< huaduo flower L5

YANG, rice shoot, sprout; the young
(of animals) [C]

DUO, to dodge; to hide from, to

hide [B]

P dudbi to dodge, hide yourself
[D]

RENG, to throw; to throw away [B]

L4

#5F rengxia to abandon; to leave
behind

S RTINS,

HUO, 1) mess (food); 2) partner(-ship);
to join; measure for groups [B]
£k £ hudban partner

% (for 2nd meanings)




REMAINING CHARACTERS

WU, five (used in documents for
1r); file of five; company; family
name [B]

DIAO, to hang; to raise or lower on a
rope; to condole with; to revoke; a crane
(machine) [B] L6

M 4T didodeng chandelier

CHEN, be heavy; to sink [B]. Some-

times printed as 7.

YU chénzui to get “high” (on expe-
rience or alcohol)

ZAO, be black; soap; yamen runner

[B]

. féizao soap [C] L5

2.1 zaobdi black or white, right or
wrong

ZH1, site [B]
Hbtil dizhi address [B] L4
iztht yizhi remains, relics, ruins

JIAN, the shoulder [B]
JH 111 jianfu to shoulder

DOU, to tremble, to shiver [B]
#1351 ddudong to vibrate; to shake
& F} faddu to shiver; to shake L5

A | T d| 3o

SHAN, shirt, garment for upper part
of body [B]

¥T#Z hanshan undershirt, T-shirt
#/42 chénshan shirts, blouses L4

FU, to support with your hand; to
straighten; to help [B] L5
#£+F fidchi to support

7

I

WU, military, martial [B]
AT wiiqi weapons of war [B] L5
A wiishit Wi Shu, martial arts L5

4

CHOU, clown; the second “earthly branch™;
be ugly [C] L5

% chou’e ugly, hideous L6

HF chéuju a farce

(for “ugly”)

3

SONG, 1) pine tree; family name;
2) loosen up; be light (of cakes) [B]
1K songbii pine and cypress

W&ﬁlst‘mgkﬁi ~
{8 r(e)i)ese?sr}s’ %’[} (2nd meanings)

[

A

NIU, to twist, to wring; to swing the
hips when walking [B]

Ll nitiqd to distort

1457 nitishang to sprain

SHU, father’s younger brother;
husband’s younger brother [B]
AL shiishu uncle L3

|

T()U, to drop; to move to; to surrender;
to project; to fit in with [B]

%5 téudi to deliver

7% téuzi to invest LS

HU, (bookish) after sentences: in-
dicates question or conjecture; to...,
than...; very; indeed! [B]

A

=& B

d

ZHUA, to scratch; to grab; to arrest;
to draft someone [B]
PI3K zhuahuo to capture

HU, to exhale; to call out; to snore
[B]

T hixi to breathe LS

1€ hilu snore

iny|

FOU, not; to deny [B]
T3\ fouren to repudiate; to deny LS
#&15 shiféu whether or not L5

TfJ, rabbit (distinguish from % (564,
p- 113)) [B]

¥4 yétt wild rabbit

%) tuchin harelip

VIO
pra—

Jf, at once; precisely; very soon; even
[B]
RIZY jike at once, immediately

YAN, to delay, protract; lengthen; to

invite [B]

#E yanchéng to lengthen, prolong
[B]LS5

#LH] yanq to postpone L6
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

JIU, to collect; confederacy; to inves-
tigate; to correct [B]
2% jinfen a dispute L6

IV

Y1, mother’s sister; wife’s sister [B]

{14 yima maternal aunt

K1t dayima (slang) period
(menstruation)

RAN, dye; to form bad habits; to catch

(a disease) [B] L6

¥5%% wiiran to pollute, pollution [B]
L4

ALK rnseti chromosome

fani
bhHLD

WA, for T (108, p. 22) when the pre-
ceding word ends in —u or —ao; WA,
sound of crying [B] L6

A)

o

Ji, footprint; trace of; to search out or
run down, to track [B]
4 jixiang sign, symptom L6

WA, baby, child; pretty girl [C]

11 wawa baby, child; doll (term
for pretty girl) [C] L6

4518 tdowa Russian nesting doll

R

SEN, forest; be forest-like (dark; close

set) [B]

FXHK senlin forest [B] L4

FA#F yinsen gloomy; gruesome;
ghastly

WA, frog [C]
e qingwa frog

Jit

SHI, to spread, to spray; to give as charity;
to effect (as laws) [B]. Distinguish from the
next character—note lower right.

/it shiféi to manure

Jifi I shigong construction, to construct

O

WU, to wake up; to notice [B]
1% wiixing ability to understand
B 1E juéwir consciousness L6

i

XUAN, to revolve; thereupon [C]
Distinguish from the preceding char-
acter—note lower right.

JiE# xuanzhuin to rotate, to revolve
HLE kiiixudn a return in triumph

DONG, to freeze; be cold, be freezing;

jelly [B] LS
R

i¥a

WA, to dig [B]
Bl wagen to uproot, deracinate; to
expunge from the source/root

7 wakil to speak sarcastically or
ironically

YRVK dongbing to freeze

Y% guddong jelly (food)

XUN, to admonish someone; to
make a judicial investigation; news;

information
A
i

74

KAN, to chop, slash; to hit with a
thrown object [B] LS
%] kindao a chopper

~—
&
&

5 xtinhao signal

SHAN, a fan; a measure for windows
[B]

Hi J# dianshan electric fan

FEI, lungs [B] L5
fili % feiyan pneumonia
Wi xifeibing Preumoconiosis

SU, be white; be elemental, plain;
element [B]

Distinguish from the next character.
72 B sushi be vegetarian

I Z M sucai source material (of litera-
ture and art)
CU, to rush, be rushed; to urge [B] SUO, rope; to tie up; to demand;
{22t cuijin push forward [B] LS rule [B]
S jich hurried; rapid Distinguish from the preceding char-
I\ |acter.

% 5| sudyin index

ZHUI, to chase; to investigate; to

remember [B]

JB 7 zhuichi to investigate [D]

BEEVA zhuiyi to recollect; to look back;
to recall

MAL, to bury [B]
H#2E maizang to bury L6
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

o

SU, speed [B]
i kuaisu be fast [D]
T suji shorthand; stenography

&

RUAN, be soft, be pliable [B] L4
JEEX pirudin be tired, weak
AKENY) rusnti dongwi Mollusca

HX

s

ZHU, to chase; one by one [B]

%4 zhdbu step by step [B] L5

% zhdlu to chase the deer; to
fight for the throne

SHOU, to give, to teach [B]
27 shouyi to give somebody an
idea, to inspire

ZHUO, to catch, to capture [B]

fffi#¢ blizhuo to catch (an insect, an
opportunity) [D] L6

HERkJ zhuomicang hide-and-seek

i | N

&
=

SHU, vegetables; greens [B]
% shiicai vegetables [B] LS
iR SR shiigud vegetables and fruits

TAO, to wrap in; to harness or hitch
up; covering; measure for sets, suits of
clothes [B] L5

£ taofd suit

{1B5 % bioxidntao condom

=t
=N

SHU, comb, to comb [C]
7 shiizi comb L5

SHAN, to flash, dodge; to twist, sprain;

TéNG, a (six-pint) bucket; tub,

JAi =t qishi announcement [D] L6
Ji5¢ qiméng to enlighten

%, BA

X lightning [B] Y cask [B]
[Nl #i shindian lightning L5 7‘
< | [Nk shiinguang flash of
light, gleam F}a
XIONG, thorax, chest [B] L5 MALI, wheat. WHEAT radical (188)
/—X Distinguish from JiX (p. 232a). EE (B]
I_L JfgB xiongbu chest, breast & A picture of the wheat plant.
JfgIR xionghuai breadth of vision L6 #7F maiya malt %
YE, juices, sap [B XU, emptiness; be empty; be timid; be
N3 e E:Julf?b\ sap [ . ] . humble; be false; guiding principles;
A H {1 weiye gastric juice 7 |be virtual [C]
M tiye body fluid \I I: R gianx@ modest, modesty L5
JiZ 42 xtibao to make a false =7
report
N LEI, tears, to weep [B] N SHE, snake [B] L5
~ A meaning-meaning compound. /=7 | HEAS L hua shé tian zd to overdo
JH/K leishui tear b and spoil a job (literally, adding feet
JHEk 1eizha teardrops :‘()jgt to a snake)
N HAO, a fine hair; one thousandth part; DIAO, to go fishing, to catch with hook
— /K intensifies the negation [B] f‘ and line [B] L5
%‘ 7 | Distinguish from % (p. 266b). -]-:‘ »
#
~ Qi, to begin; to announce [B] XIE, to slant, to cause to slant [B] L5

#HI xiépo slope

LI, grain, tiny piece [B] LS

IR TR méifa wiili dose: 5 pills
each time

K7 Tizd a particle (physics)

g@l

XU, to chat, to chat about; rank, to

rank [C]
BUA xtshi to narrate,
a statement L5 é:\i
I
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

I

TIAN, sweet [B] L3
5% tianméi be delicious
HEHR tiancaigen beetroot

ZI, be purple, purple color [B] L5
K /ML ziwaixian ultraviolet rays

*z

LI, pear [B] L5
ZL7- lizi a pear

JUN, mushroom; JON, mildew;
bacteria [B]
{j janmido vaccine

74

><1'4

DU, to ferry across; to spend (some
time) [B]

JEA dirchuan ferryboat [D]

P dukou a ford; a ferry point

DIE, to stumble and fall; to drop (in
price) [B] L6

“Foot” + “to lose” = “stumble and
fall.”

7% dielud to fall, to drop

i

GE, to cut [B] L6
FH|HT geduan to sever
E|il gérang to cede

CHENG, a regulation; procedure;

journey, stage of a journey; distance;

family name [B]

/7 chéngxii procedure, program
(computer) L5

Qi, to throw away [B]
FLFT fangqi to give up

il

MAO, to barter [B]

2 %5 maoyi trade, commerce [B] L5

F24X maoran rashly; without careful
consideration ‘%

=

i | =t

SHAN, be good, be good at [B]
3T shanyi be good at [B] L5
7%.0) shanxin benevolence

HUA, be slippery; be cunning;
to slide [B]

17 huéxing to slide

74 huaji funny; amusing; comical

S

J\\I
P2y

JIAN, to choose [B] L5
% jidnxuin to choose

i

HUA, be cunning, sly [C]
BN jiiohua sly L5

~.
/)

MIAN, cotton-padded; cotton, kapok
[B]

}31£ mianhua cotton [B] L5

KA mimian kapok

TI’J, to daub; to erase; to make a mess
of; family name [B]
¥ tdliao paint, daub
A tiya graffiti

YiNG, be hard, be stiff; be stubborn;
be capable [B] L4
HHE yingting to resist stubbornly

JiN, to prohibit; JIN, to endure; to

control oneself [B]

X480 Zijinchéng the Forbidden
City (in Beijing)

N

XI()NG, male (animals); be imposing,

powerful [B]

iR xiéngmao tomcat

JifEH: xiongzhuang full of power and
grandeur

DIE, to pile up; to repeat [B]
Z 1R diécl repeatedly
=& sandiéji the Triassic period

==
j==1==4
=i

XUN, to look for [B]
7% xiinzhio to look for [B] L5

i xtinching be common

4l

GE, partition; to partition; be separated
from; every other [B]

[ 5% gébi the next door L5

[4i géjué to be isolated, to isolate
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

ZHENG, to open your eyes [B] L5

CHU, kitchen [B]
573 chifang kitchen [B] L3
J5f 1+ chizi a cook

B3]

&

XIE, to rest, to stop [B] L5
BT xiegong to stop work

QiNG, to congratulate; celebration;

family name [B]

JAL qingzhi celebrate [B] L5
[ PX guéqing national day

>
Y

YE, grandfather; father; “sir” [B]
%545 yéye paternal grandfather; “sir”
[B]L3

B

KU, trousers [B]
HE-f kuizi trousers, pants L3
T # dusinki shorts

=

3| 2

~
—

KUAI, chopsticks [B]
i kuaizi chopsticks [B] L3

LIjN, wheel; to revolve; to take turns;
round thing [B]

i hinchuan steamship [B] L6
#PF inban in shifts $

=

CH()U, be worried; be depressed; to

worry about [B]

B chéukii anxiety

EZiN xiangchou homesickness;
nostalgia

CU., vinegar [B] L5
NZFf chictt be jealous

=

YAO, waist; small of the back; pocket
[B]L5

1% wanyao to stoop

JE yaotong backache

ZHUANG, to hit; to collide with;
to meet by chance [B] L4

fifi i zhuangj to ram

17 zhuangchg a traffic collision

CUL, to urge, to press [B] LS
A cutelt to urge
{#HR cutmian hypnotize

PU, to pounce on; to flap [B] L6
I bii gives the sound.
$MT pada to swat, to pat
FH# xiangpii sumo wrestling ?;ué

GUN, to roll; to boil [B] L5
Y24 giindan (rude) Get lost!
% giin Get lost!

Pl AJEY

WEI, to console, soothe [B]

JELA] weiwen to console [C] L6

2B anwei consolation; to comfort
L5

ZH[&NG, rise (a river, a price);
ZHANG, to swell, to rise [B] L5
Tk zhiéingchdo flood tide

/

FU, skin [B]
Jk A fase the color of skin

]

LOU, to leak [B] L5
il 1oudong a leak, to leak
ii-=l- 1ouddu a funnel

5]

YUE, to examine; to read carefully; to
to experience

GAI, lid, cover; bug’s or turtle’s shell;
to put a lid on; to build; to mark; family
name [B] L5 e
=
.

A

pass through [B]

[ 52 yuedd to read L4

%4 77 yueli life experience, ]5;'5

RUI, be sharp [B]

4341 jianrui be penetrating [B] L5

£ ruijifin reduce sharply .
g
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

DAO, rice plant; paddy [B]

SA, to sprinkle, to spill [B] L5

— o > N
MY/ | FEH daotidn rice paddy ~ J53H salei to weep
EI FEH A daociorén scarecrow
Nt
b=t
JI, to force out under pressure (e.g., S LIAN, to love [B]
™, N
~ E[ water); to spray; to stir up [B] /I I\ 7R% lian’ai to love [B] L5
ﬁ %) jidong be excited L4 AR 2K lian’ge love song .
P jini to enrage / 234
AR

GAO, cake [B]

k4 gaodiin cake

4F 1 niangao New Year cake (made
of glutinous rice flour)

LU, dew, juice; to expose to view [B]

L5

%A lumian to show your face; to
make an appearance [B]

##% ludlu naked, uncovered

RAN, to burn, set on fire [B]

LiNG, be effective; be alert; spirit,

) - J#J5¢ ranshao to burn, set on fire [B] E soul; remains (of the dead) [B]
L5 K 73 linghiin soul L6
3N KL ranlio fuel R JK linggin inspirations L6 5 E—E
YONG, to hug; to crowd; to rally to SHAI, to sun a thing; be sunny and
": the support of [B] hot [B] L5
' {11 yongbao to hug L5 M4 shai beizi sun a quilt
> #1148 yongdai to support a 7rs [2i5d
leader or ruler ?gﬁ Hﬁ
DANG, to block [B] L5 PAN, to separate; to judge [B]
‘":\ /| B ziidiing to resist [D] M/ I I for meaning, *f* ban for sound.
“ 4 dioding reverse gear FI#T panduan judgment, to judge
~ L4

1

Ji71 panxing to sentence (law)

LIN, be near; to copy (a painting or

ZHUANG, shape, appearance; condi-

/> calligraphy) [B] AY D) ti(?n;‘ docpment [B]
l:[] I linshi temporary LS - ]jl;téngulsh from tt: (p. 217b).
Ifi/E 1injin close to, near (=] 7S zhuangtai condition, A
) Eﬂﬂ status L5 Hj‘
KE, a measure for seeds, grains, bul- > Xf, mat; banquet; measure for ban-

lets, stars, jewels [B] LS

H

quets; family name [B]

Ji5F xizi mat

JH 57 xiwei a seat or place (at a con-
ference, parliament, etc.)

KUO, be wealthy; be broad [B]

[t 25 kuochuo extravagant,
ostentatious

2% kuobi to take big strides F{ﬁ

XI, used mainly in 4if% xisheng,

sacrifice [B
{ Elff

XIA, to scare; HE, to threaten [B] L5
MRRT xiahuaile be scared silly
Ui}

YAN , border, edge; to follow; fringe;
along [B]
T yanhai along the coast [C]

LT konghe to threaten;
to terrify L6

XIAN, be fresh; to taste delicious:
XIAN, be rare [B]

fiff¢ xianhua fresh flowers
47 xidinyou be rare ﬁi

WEI, to defend; defender, guard; a

family name [B]
1L weibing a guard i
T

T4 weixing a satellite L6
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

Al an exclamation to express surprise
or disapproval or to get attention [B]
L5

CHU, to touch; to hit; to move (emo-

tionally) [B]
5

BIN, guest [B]
E={H binguin hotel, inn [B] L3
TZ ] binpéng guests and friends

I

fi % chiima to touch
fil i chirjué sense of touch
CHUANG, to rush, charge; to get
tempered through struggle [B] LS
[9]4% chusinghuo to get into trouble
[2] 7§ £t chusingnanzéubéi IE'
&

to travel extensively

=aPgS:

BO, first syllable of Hi¥ —see next
character [B]
BRI 4E7 Boliwéiya Bolivia

CUi, be fragile; be brittle; be clear

(voice) [B]

Jifi55 cuirud be frail [D] L6

TJlfi gancui straightforward; simply,
altogether L5

Y

LI, second syllable of #{%% boli [B]
BYIE boli glass [B] LS

CUO, to arrange; to make plans [B]
F&7i cudshi an action, a step toward
some goal [B] L5

D
i | S

BO, neck [B]
JE£ ¥ bézi neck [B]

DI, to give; in succession; in good

order [B] L5

#73Z dijiad to submit, hand
over [D]

i

I

BO, arm [B]
77 chibé be shirtless

D()U, to play with; to amuse; to stay;
to stop; a pause in reading [B] L5
JE%5- dduhio a comma

HIZ zhendou That’s really funny!

CAN, to eat; food [B]

4T canting dining room;
restaurant [B] L5

2% canche dining car [C]

DON, a ton [B] L5
A word borrowed from English. H
suggests “read for the sound.”

i

CHANG, to taste; ever, once [B] L4
243 changshi to try [D] L6
2fif chdngxian to taste fresh

food; be the first to do sth. %

i\, diinwei tonnage
DUN, to squat (on your heels); to
stay [B] L4

C| Mk |

2

CHEN, to line; lining [B]
¥4 chénshan shirt [B] L3
#14< chényT underwear, shirt [B]\ .

FAN, (bookish) to float; to flood, be
flooded; be extensive; be general [B]

Z i fanlan to flood [D] L6
121211 fanfanértan to speak in
general terms

CHI, wing; shark’s fin [B]
5 chibing wing L5
f4 3 yiichi shark’s fin

GE, to put; put away; GE, to endure,

bear [B]
1

A& gezhi to set aside
1A% geqiin be stranded

| &

CH()NG, be high, sublime; to esteem;

a family name [B]

4415 chénggao be lofty [B] L6

5:FF chéngbai to worship, to adore
L6

GE, see below [B] L6
% Ji# gebo arm L5
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

GONG, to consolidate; a family name
[B]
L[4 génggi to consolidate;

be consolidated [B] L6 IR

\}

JI, second syllable of 173} laji—see
next character [B]

GUO, pot, pan, boiler; bowl (e.g., of

a pipe) [B] L5
i

LA, see below [B] L5
Bk 1aji garbage [B]
157 3% M 1ajidut garbage dump

5547 guolid boiler

GUAI, to turn; to limp; a crutch; to
abduct; to abscond (with) [B]

#75 gudiwan to turn [C] L5

#3532 gudimai to abduct

Pl

JIAN, to pick up, to gather [B] L5

o
AA

& S| 5| =

GUAN, hat, crown, crest; GUAN, be
preceded by; the best [B]
7 %4 guanjiin champion L5

H | i< | =

N—

JIE, to fall due; a measure, as for formal
meetings, sessions, academic years [B]
L5

Jfil jieman to expire, expiration
Jiifl] jieshi at the appointed time, when
the time comes

rL}HZ

GUANG, to walk around, stroll, roam

[B] L4

HEFE guangjie to go shopping/
window-shopping

AN
i

JUAN, thin, strong silk [B]
F-H shéujuan handkerchief

7

N

d

GUI, to kneel [B] L6

KANG, to carry on your shoulder;

GANG, to lift with both hands; (dia-

lect) to carry between two people [B]

$T K2 kangdaliang in charge of an
important task

HE, box, case [B]

-~

KAO, to bake, to roast; be very hot
(e.g.,astove) [B]

%A kiiorou roast meat, BBQ

1% kiold oven

HEI, Hey! (at the beginning of a
statement to get attention or express
surprise or satisfaction) [B] L6

d

A
H

K()NG, to accuse; to control; to
empty a container by turning it upside
down [B]

21 kongzhi to control L5

% konggao to sue, to accuse

HENG, to groan, snort, hum, croon;
HNG, before a statement to express
dissatisfaction or doubt [B] L6

KUN, to tie, to make a bundle of [B]
4} kiinbing to tie up L6

HU, plaster; H(J, paste; to paste; be
burnt (of food); HU, (food) paste [B]
#14 hitu muddled, confused L5
W% 1aohitu old fool

e~

LANG, boy, young man; “dear” (a
woman to her man); surname; old of-
ficial title [B]

HUI, splendor; to shine [B]
¥4 huihuang brilliant L6

i

\Z184

LANG, be bright; be loud and clear [B]

H1 2 Iingdy to read aloud [B] L6

FZB)] shusingling bright and clear;
frank and open
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i

Li, to encourage [B]
JilF& 1435 Nijingtdzhi to make great
efforts to build a strong state
B

QI, a kind of axe; a relative; sorrow; a
family name [B]

4 /il giili encourage L4

LIAO, merely; slightly; to chat [B]

KL lido tianr to chat [B]

FEHl wilido boring! (lit. nothing to
talk about) L4

lgr}f S

QIAN, to lead (by the hand; by a halter,
etc.) to involve, be involved in [B] L5
ZEfik qianché to involve L6

=

LUO, trailing plants, vines [B]
2 | luébo radish [B]
JUE3Y ténglud Chinese wisteria
[===1

7
JdK

QIAO, be quiet; (bookish) be grieved;
QIAO: 1414, quietly [B] L5

MAI, to step, to stride; to be old (of a
person) [B] L6

115 maibu to take a step
13t maijin to stride forward,
to forge ahead

e

i

Qlj, canal; ditch [B]
TE qudao irrigation ditch; channel
of communication [C] L6

MAI, artery, vein; pulse [B]
Jik#% maibé pulse L6

Ik dongmai artery L6
#ik jingmai vein

QUN, skirt [B]

7 qinzi skirt [B] L3

HEKIAE chaoduingtin mini skirt (lit.
super short skirt)

Ik
MAN, see below [B]

15 3); mantou steamed bun, steamed

bread [B] L5
45
-3

RANG, toshout, yell; RANG, see below

[B] L5

I rangrang to yell; to make
widely known

MAO, looks, appearance [B]
#1Pl maosi seemingly
J555 méimao beautiful looks

RE, to ask for (e.g., trouble); to pro-
voke; to cause [B]
#:40 réhuo to stir up trouble L6

MO, be silent; to write from memory
[B]
ZREL momo silently [B] L6

SANG, throat, larynx; voice [B]
151~ séingzi throat, larynx; voice [B]
L5

to get mad

Ny ‘?ﬂ?ﬁﬁ:ﬁ chénmoshijin Silence is 1] singmén voice
20
PI, to drape over your shoulders; SH/V&,be stupid; to think or do mechani-
to spread out; to split [B] cally [B] L5
$%J5 pijian cape, shawl /&\ 2K shigua a fool
P 7% pili to reveal; to publish {47 shézi a fool [D]
PI, spleen [B] L5 . | SHI, lion [B]
J< piqi temperament; temper [B] l Wi~ shzi lion [B] L4
L4 r] Wi jE £ shihiishou liger (lit. lion-
~ M/, fa piqi to lose one's temper;

tiger beast)

~.
7/}

PfJ, be plain; PIAO, a family name
#MZ% piisit be plain [B] L5

fEI P jisinpii sparing

SHI, persimmon [B]
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

SHU, be different; be outstanding;

extremely [B]

2% shiiréng exceptional glory, honor

ki [F]JH shiitdténggul to reach the
same goal by different means

I

YANG, to face upward; to look up to;
to rely on [B]
{117k yangyong backstroke

SU, model; mold [B]
¥R} sulido plastics [B]
3% suizdo to sculpture, to mold L6

i

YAO, to invite; to seek; to intercept

[B]

%1% yaoqing to invite [B] L4

i#1)] yaogong to take credit for sb's
achievements

TAO, to pull out; to hollow out; to

steal from somebody’s pocket [B] L6

0> taoxin from the bottom of
one’s heart

e

JD

YOU, be protracted; be remote (time
or space); (colloquial) to swing [B]
f& /X youjiti be age-old [B] L5

WAL, be awry, askew, slanting; be
crooked, devious, “dirty” [B] L5

AN “not” + IE “straight” = &
“crooked.”

EH waili sophistry

YUE, to jump [B]
BEit yuejin to leap forward [C]
KiXi# dayuejin The Great

Leap Forward Et’éé

wu, fog; fine spray [B] L5
Z5E wimangmang foggy

Sz
T

ZHA, to prick; (dialect) to plunge into;
ZHA, to pitch (a tent); ZA, to tie up
(one’s hair) [B] L6

517, zhengzha to struggle L6

RGPl

«
Z
C

X1, all; to know, to learn about [B]
7&JE xini Sydney (of Australia), also

written as &5 44

ZHE, be wise; a sage [B]
¥~ zhéxué philosophy [B] L5
Y1225 zhéxuéjia philosopher

XIAN, be fine (small, minute); QIAN,
tow line [B]

274 xianwéi fiber L6
£ﬁ/\ M

)

ZAI, (dialect) son; young animal; Zi,
young (domestic animals or fowls)
[B]

{141 zixi careful, carefully L4

AEAT féizai fatso

XIAN, to envy; to admire [B]
%% xianmil to envy; to admire [B]
L4

ZONG, to sum up [B]
254 zonghé to synthesize;
be composite [B] LS

N

i
W

i NS
oS

«
-
b4

XI()NG, a bear; (dialect) to scold;
family name [B]

15 baixiéng polar bear

HEJH xiéngmao panda [B] L3

ZHU, to build [B]
3% zhul to construct a road

%\-)r%

7

=

XUN, be fast [B]

11 xunsit be speedy, prompt [B] L5
JVif xtmméng swift and violent
iV % xtinménglong Velociraptor

Al grief; mourning; pity [C]
73R aiqit to implore [D]
2£ % mo’ai moment of silence

g
>

YAN, to swallow; YAN, pharynx [B]

1% yanhéu pharynx and larynx:
throat

MENH nanyan hard to swallow

Al cancer [C]
JiiE aizhéng cancer L6
FLJ& ri’4i breast cancer




REMAINING CHARACTERS

Al to get in the way [C]
Wik fang’ai to obstruct [C] LS
fi = aishi to be a hindrance

i

BAO., to peel, to shell; BO, see FIH,
under Hl], p. 270b [C]

F EZ baopi to skin/decorticate

FH1] boxug to exploit L6

AO, to boil; to endure [C] L6
AKX doye to stay up late

BEN, to run; to rush; to flee; BEN, to
head for; to approach [C]

71 benpio to run

7% benma a galloping horse

AO, be profound; be hard to under-

stand [C]

L7 Aomi mystery L6

HIZ2> aoyinhui the Olympic
Games

BENG, (dialect) don’t; need not [C]
S “not” + H “use” = A “don’t, need
not.” L6

BA, hold onto; to rake; to push aside;
to take off [C] L6

BiNG, a handle; stem of a plant;
(bookish) authority [C]

7K for meaning.

T-17i shoubing a handle, a gamepad

BA, sometimes used for ' ba (303,
p-61)[C]
B\ 1iba a trumpet, a bugle

BO, see below [C]
% bocai spinach [C]
7% % bolué pineapple

BA, a dam; a dyke [C]

BO, suddenly [C]
)% béfa to thrive
18X béran excitedly; vigorously

BAI, cypress-tree [C]
13 biiyéu asphalt

Bf}, to be afraid of [C]
Al Hi kébit be frightful; be terrified
Z4ifii kéngb terror, terrifying L4

BAN, petal; fragment; segment (of a
tangerine, of a clove of garlic) [C]
1EJ huaban a petal L6

S~

CAN, to be ashamed [C]

KEA#i dayan buican to boast
shamelessly

P cankui shame, to feel A[‘ﬁﬁ
ashamed L5

BIAN, to argue, to debate [C]
A bianjié to offer an explanation
L6

¥¥12 bianlun to debate, Py,
to argue, a debate L5 =}

CAN, see below [C]
%% canlan be bright; be
magnificent [C] L6

%

BAO, be violent, be fierce; to stick out,

to lay out [C]

%77 baoli violence L6

&% ' baofahu nouveau riche;
upstart

CHAN, a shovel; to shovel [C]
"2 chiinch a forklift

tx

BAO, to explode; to fry quickly in
hot oil [C]

45 JE baozha to explode [C] L6
$EAK A baomihua popcorn

CHAN, to quiver, vibrate; ZHAN, to
shiver, shudder [C]

Wi} chanddu to shiver, to shake L6
BIYE zhanli to shudder %E
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

CHANG, to repay; to meet, fulfill [C]

%18 changhuén to pay back [D] L6

1AM xuezhaixuechdng an eye
for an eye

HUAN, trouble; disaster; worry; to
suffer from [C]

Distinguish from £ (next character).
H% huanzhé a patient [D] L6

CHE, to pull; to tear; to gossip [C]
#IE% chédan to talk nonsense, non-
sense

ZHONG, be loyal [C]

Distinguish from the preceding char-
acter.

L1 zhongchéng loyal [C] L6

5.5 zhongshi faithful [C] L6

|

o | B | ik

A

pi

CHENG, to prop up; to move with a
pole; to keep up, keep on; to open up; to
fill to bursting [C]

P4 chengehudn to punt a boat

£l chengyao to back up, to support

CH()U, a toast; to propose a toast; a
reward; to fulfill [C]

i<z chéujin remuneration

ifl 5 chéuldo reward

m
s

CHI, spoon; SHI, see 412 yaoshi
under £ yao, p. 271a [C]
/267~ chizi spoon

AN

CHOU, enemy; enmity; QIU, a fam-
ily name [C]

fLIR chéuhen hostility [C]

/L baochéu to revenge L6

CHUN, be stupid, clumsy; (bookish)
to wriggle [C]

#£% chiinbén be stupid

5% chiinhuo blockhead

CUO, to rub with hands [C]

PEFi I cudshdu danjisio rub
hands, stamp feet: get impatient,
anxious

ci, porcelain [C]

L “tile” for meaning; /X i for sound.
Z 4% ciqi chinaware

% cizhuan (ceramic) tile

CUO, to defeat; to frustrate; to subdue
[C]L6
1447 cudzhé setback [C] L6

CONG, hastily [C]
1. congmang hastily [C] L5
4% congeong hastily [D]

DAL, to capture; DAI, (bookish) to
reach [C]

J#4ili daibii to arrest (a criminal) L6
144> daibiiling an arrest warrant

= &8 By |

C()NG, to crowd together; thicket;

crowd L6
i

DAN, to delay; (bookish) to give one-
self over to, to indulge in [C]
Hii% danwi to impede, to delay LS

2

JAFK conglin jungle
Ci, phrase, phraseology; take leave of
& xitiei rhetoric

DAN, birth; birthday; be absurd [C]
JiEJZ danchén (formal) birthday L6

I
S

FFIR cizhi to resign LS

CHUAN, to string together [C] L6

A pictogram—things strung on the
downstroke.

DANG, shelves; files, archives; grade

[C]

1422 diing’an files, records,
archives L6 ';1:.5’

o

CUAN, to scurry; to kick out; to alter
(e.g., the wording of a text) [C]

ik cuantdo to flee, to escape
B4 cuangii to tamper with,
falsification

Ex

BB

B

DAO, (bookish) to step on; to skip
(i.e., movement—not omission) [C]
FE I wiiddio to dance [C] L6
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

i)

DENG:, to tread on; to press down with
the foot; a pedal, to pedal [C] L6
Compare with £ (798, p. 160).

—‘\JJ
~

pEgs

FEI to boil [C]
7 feididn boiling point
7K feishui boiling water

G

A WAR

DENG, to look bug-eyed at; to stare;
to glare at [C]
AR dengyin to stare

FEN, grave, tomb [C]
B5E fénmi grave, tomb [D] L6
BCib féndi graveyard

i

A )

U]

DIAN, to remember and worry about;
be concerned about [C]

PEic dianji to worry over; to keep
thinking of [C] L6

FENG, be insane [C]

J} T~ fengzi madman [D]

JA NPt fengrényuan lunatic
asylum

E

DIAN, to settle; to make offerings (to
spirits of the dead) [C]

BE7E dianding to establish [C] L6
£% 24 jidian obit; to hold a memorial
ceremony for

FENG, to satirize; (bookish) to chant
€]
U féngei sarcasm, to satirize L5

JL

7>

DIAN, palace; hall; to be at the rear
[c]_

&) dianhou to bring up the rear

J& N dianxia Highness; Serenity

'.%:
i
FU, see below [C]

fIHk baofu cloth used as a wrapper;
bundle in cloth wrapper; burden
[CIL6

DIAO, to carve, to engrave [C]; eagle
Jifi%) diaoke to carve, to engrave; a
carving [C] L6

£
Hm\ (“eagle” only)

FU, to tie up [C]

DIE, butterfly: see #I%E under #] (p.
257a) [C]

GAL see below [C]
HEIE guangai to irrigate [C] L6

DOU, be steep; abruptly [C]
FEIH dougido steep L6
B /3 déuya precipitous cliff

GE, pigeon, dove [C]
{F{ xingeé homing pigeon

5

DU, to supervise, direct [C]
'S dadio to supervise, supervisor

GfJ, thigh; measure for puffs, whiffs,
skeins, bands, gangs, surges, and
shares of stock [C]

JB 117 giishi stock market

JiZE guipiao stocks LS

DUO., in /%1% dudsuo, p. 262b [C] L6

Ayl

GUAI, be well-behaved (of a child);
be clever [C] L5

el guaigidio clever/cute

Al64% ¥ guaihdizi well-behaved child

FAN, a measure for kinds (F'), times
(1), or positions in a sequence
(%) [CI L6

72 fanshii sweet potato

7l fanqié tomato

puy

=

GUi, cabinet; cupboard [C]
#H 5 guitdi counter, bar [C] L5
#E7 guizi cabinet, cupboard [C]

El
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

GUO, to bind, to wrap [C]
L2 /NHT gudziibugidn to hesitate
to proceed

HUAN, be illusory; be magical,
changeable [C]

%J4H huanxiing illusion [C] L5
%)% huanjué hallucination

HAN, regret [C]
= hanshi a regrettable matter

b

HUANG, be brilliant, to shine brightly

[C]

¥E4E huthudng be brilliant, be
glorious [C] L6

HAN, to weld, to solder [C]

‘K “fire” for meaning, 5 han for
sound.

JE4% hanjie to weld

sl

HUANG, to bedazzle; to flash past;
HUANG to shake, to sway [C]

S2HR hudngyin dazzling

%3] huangdong to sway, to shake

HE, to puff (blow out air); to scold
[C]L6
I /& hechi to berate

{l

HUi, be intelligent [C]
40 huixin enlightened mind,
wisdom

T[] hehe laughing sound /N
N HE, pit, fruitstone; nucleus; to check N HfJN, be muddy; be a little stupid; be
up on [C] S unsophisticated; whole, entire [C]

1148 héwiiqi nuclear weapon [D]
1% Hi3k; hédianzhan a nuclear power
plant

Yl hinzhué muddy, turbid L6

N

HE, be cut off from; not be communi-

cating with [C]
£

JI, muscle; flesh [C]
JILA jirou muscle [C] L5
L jiti human body; organism

HEN, be ruthless; to suppress your
feelings; be resolute [C]

JRE héndd vicious

JRU> hénxin heartless, cruel L6

\
i

Jf, to edit; to compile; volume; part
(e.g., of a book or film) [C]

% bianji editor, to edit L5

4RI jiyao summary, outline $§:

HEN, mark, trace, scar [C]
JREIE héniji trace, vestige [C]
JEJN bahén scar

3%

GO
H

N (]
3

Jf, record; registry; native place [C]

HF]NG, scale (weighing device); to
nggh [C]
“F-#%; pinghéng balance L5

St

Jf, sickness; suffering; to hate; be
fast [C]

PEJ7 jibing disease L6

$&H jibi to trot, to walk fast

HON G, be great, be magnificent [C]

71 héngwéi be magnificent [C] L6

% héngti great plan, grand
prospect

=

JI, be quiet, be lonely [C]

BCEE jimo be lonely, quiet, deserted
[C]L5

BCK jimié nirvana; to fade out

HU, see below [C]
U] hadié butterfly [C] LS

Ll
PP

JIA, be beautiful, be excellent [C]
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JIAN, to wipe out [C]

5K jianmié to annihilate
FFifitl jiangiji a fighter plane

)

—

JIE, to use up [C]
5577 jiéli to do your best

il jianxing alkalinity

JIAN, alkali; soda; to be alkaline [C]

Al
= “Rock” (for “minerals”) + “be salty”
'] = alkaline.

JIE, victory; be nimble, be quick [C]
% jiébao news of victory

##%Y jiébao Jaguar (car)

$E1% jiéjing shortcut

straw mat [C]

J IAN, to recommend; (bookish) straw,

24 jianji to recommend
5| jianyin to recommend

JIE, be clean [C]

¥# 1 jiébai be pure white [C]

¥ & jiéshen to preserve one’s
purity L5 \F%’

=z

YFY jianshiing
to appreciate

J IAN, old-time mirror (of bronze); to
l l / reflect; warning; to look over [C]
25731 jianbié to distinguish L6

JIN, be circumspect; sincerely [C]
%111 jinshén be prudent [C]
i

JIAN, naval vessel [C]

MERA jiandui naval fleet

MK jianzhing captain of a warship

JING, whale [C]
f5f4 jingya whale [C]
figff jingzii whale calf

- Y

JIRZAA

JIAN, to splash; to splatter [C] L6

JiNG, path; means; without delay;
diameter [C]
12 jiéjing “quick path,”

i.e., shortcut ,/fé_ﬁ‘ \gé
’

EE[ locked [C]

iE jiangying
stiff/rigid L6

JIANG, be stiff; be numb; be dead-

EE[ )5 jiangji deadlock, stalemate

1==X
§EL (“be stiff”)

JIU, to hold tight; to tug [C]
ol jitxin anxious, agonizing

___+ | JIANG, boundary [C]
B [ 98-1 jiangtit territory

L6

j/1%% bianjiang frontier, borderland

JIfJ, moxibustion (Chinese medical

term) [C]

% zhenjiti acupuncture and
moxibustion

JIAO, hot pepper [C]
#1451 hdjiao pepper

|
~
>’<1tF

Lk jiaoyan spiced salt

KE, shell (e.g., egg, nut); (engineer-

ing) housing; QIAO, shell [C]

DI5% beiké shellfish, seashell L6

7% digiao (geology) the =
Earth’s crust X

=

JIAO, to stir; to disturb [C]
fit 1 jiioban to mix, to stir L6

KU, hole, cave, den [C]
1 kialong a hole

to hoist [C]

RN
i

rebellion

JIE, to tear off; to uncover; (bookish)

% jielu to expose [C] L6
P4 jiegan ér qi to rise in

KU be cruel; very; cool [C]
M 9€ kuthdn be very cold
Fiit{Pl kuisT be just like

I ki’ai to love ardently
H i zhenki cool!
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REMAINING CHARACTERS

N
1y

KU, storehouse [C]
JZE{F- kuetin reserve (D)
FE) kufang storehouse (D)

52

LI, multitude; family name Li; people
[C]

#2H liming dawn, daybreak L6

FZ X, limin the common people

KUI, to lose (e.g., money); be defi-
cient; to treat unfairly; luckily [C]
77K kuibén to lose one’s capital
770> kulxin to have a guilty —
conscience fgﬁ

Li, be subordinate to; servant, slave
[C]
RJ% lishii be subordinate to

R il slave L6 =
ipi e

KUI, be ashamed [C]
i1 cankui ashamed [C] L5
1R kuihén shamed and remorseful

LIAN, flag hung out to identify a shop;
curtain [C]

B 5= | J

KUN, (bookish) older brother; (book-
ish) progeny [C]
F 1 kiinchéng insect [C] L6

P AR

/I

LIAO, bureaucrat; colleague [C]
HEfEK: mulidozhiing chief of staff

IH
——

KUC, be extensive; an outline [C]
% 2 lankuo an outline L6

LIAO, to treat; to cure [C]
J7 77 % lidoyiingyuan a sanatorium

M
"IN

LA, see below [C]

W\ Iiba brass, brasses (category of
musical instrument); loudspeaker
[C]L6

LIE, to hunt; hunting [C]
J#5 A lierén hunter

<
BB

LA, wax; candle; polish [C]
Il 1azhié candle [C] L5
g fengla beeswax; propolis

LING, hill; imperial tomb [C]
[ % lingmil mausoleum

LAN, orchid [C]
2%4¥ lanhua orchid

LONG, see below [C]
I héuléng throat [C] L6

e

LANG, corridor; veranda [C]
7E i z6ulang corridor L6

L()NG, basket; cage; steamer for
food [C]

%€ 16ngnidio caged bird

vy
HE.

LAO, see below [C]
1 130lao maternal grandmother L5

LONG, ridge in a field; raised path
in a field [C]
ZEK7 16ngduan to monopolize;
monopoly L6 s ;,‘_\H"z
5, Ji

LENG, be distracted, be stupefied;

(colloquial) be reckless [C] L6

15 3L 51 lengtoulengnio
blockhead

L(V)NG, to arrive at; to sum up; to hold
together; to comb your hair [C]
37|
T




REMAINING CHARACTERS

LONG, (dialect) gallery (in a mine)
% kalong cavity; deficit, debt [C]

MANG, be blind [C]
H H mangmi blind; blindly [C] L6
H A mangrén blind person

LU, donkey [C]

BE

MANG, see below; MENG, common

folk [C]

FiIK lidmang hoodlum; hooliganism
[C] (for MENG) L6

LU, aluminium [C]
FHA” Hikuang aluminum ore

5id

MAO, (botany) a kind of grass; a fam-
ily name [C]

aquavita) [C]

S
il

LUE, to pillage; to sweep past [C]
F%F liiedus to pillage [C] L6
P15 liieying sketch; glimpse

MEI, mildew, mould [C]
75 # méijian mould

LU(), a bird-net; to catch birds; silk
gauze; to collect; to display; surname

[D]
X %% 50 luémandike 775
romantic (also JR{2) nﬁ

MIAN, to sleep [C]
A% dongmidn to hibernate [C]
/KB shimian insomnia L5

LU(), to patrol
B4 luéji logic [C] L5
3% xdnlué to patrol L6

S
T

MIE, 1) to disrespect; to denigrate;

2) paltry; nothing

A migshi to despise, to look down upon

15 3 wiimie to slander L6 o
(1st meaning only) m%

LUO, gong [C]
£} luégii gongs and drums; percus-

sion band [C] -

2 E | 8 5

MIN, be quick, agile [C]
fH(F# minjié be agile [C] L6
% ming3n sensitive, delicate L6

LOU, to rake together; to tuck up; to
extort money; LOU, to hug [C] L6
44 16ubao to embrace

MO, path between fields; road [C]
FH £ moshéng strange, unfamiliar LS

LOU, “as soon as (I’ve done this, I’'ll
do that...)”; “Look, now...” [C]*

it

yav

NfNG, to congeal, coagulate [C]

%L 8 ningsT to get lost in thought

4L ningshi to gaze fixedly; to stare
L6

L 11

e AR RN O

MAN, to hide the truth from some-

body [C]
H

17

NiNG, to twist; to pinch or tweak [C]

8

i#% 3% manpian to deceive

MAN , to overflow; to be everywhere
€

%+ manchang be endless [C] L6
215 manhua manga, comics L6

I

0, oh (exclamation indicating under-
standing, comprehension) [C]

%, pronounced 16u, may be seen in % 16uluo “lackey; low-ranking member of a gang.”




REMAINING CHARACTERS

(), Is that right?; Really? (= surprise,
disbelief); O, oh! (= enlightenment,
comprehension) [C] L6

QIAO, to live abroad; a person living
abroad [C]

)i qidoji to live abroad

1Ef huagido overseas Chinese ,Tﬁ
[C]L6 =]

PA, to lie prone; to bend over; to lean
on [C] L6

QIAO, toraise your head; be warped; QIAO,

to stick up, hold up, bend upwards [C] L6

AL qidochit outstanding person

FFI qidogiaobin see-saw,
teeter-totter

%

PAN, to climb; to seek connections in

high places; to implicate [C]

H4%% pandeng to climb up, to ascend
L6

QIAO, be pretty, be smart; to sell

well [C]

{i K71 qiaopihua witty remark,
wisecrack

PEI, to bank up with earth; to train [C]

197 péiyang to cultivate, to bring
up, to train L5

Il péixi to train L6

QING, a unit of area (6.67 hectacres);
(bookish) just now; (bookish) a little

while [C]
ZE|

PEI, to wear at your waist; to admire
[C]

{ilaty peidai to wear

il peifi to admire L5

%] qingke in a moment,
in an instant
QING, to lean; to bend; to be deviant;
to collapse; to turn over and empty; to
put your all into something [C]
{25

PENG, be dishevelled, be fluffy; a bit-
ter plant; a measure for clumps (e.g.,
of bamboo) [C]

%% péngbé vigorous
HEFA péngsong fluffy

T qingting to listen
attentively to L6

QIU, a hillock; a family name [C]

[rB% qitling hills [C] L6

fL = Kénggiti Confucius

PENG, a canopy of reed mats; a shed
or hut [C]

QUAN , power, authority; right [C]
AL rénquén human rights

77 quanhi power, authority
[CILS

e
=

T

oy

A

T
NN | T

PENG, to expand, to dilate [C]
% K péngda to expand

RzV&NG, soil, earth; area, region [C]
13 tiirang soil

POU, to cut apart; to analyze [C]

RONG, to dissolve, be dissolved [C]

D i S |

N/ I HIHT pouxi to analyze N, | A réngdong Karst cave

l:[ ﬁ T réngye (chemistry) solution [C]

.
Ly PU, Ist syllable of 7% piitdo grapes ROU, be soft, to soften; be gentle or
A1 |CIL3 % mild [C]
%j: p. 262b, below. ZZAX réuruin be soft, be lithe [C]

FH. I

i 2% wenréu gentle and soft L5

QIAN, be modest [C]
HitHE qianxia be modest LS

glll’

R()U, to rub, to knead L6

261



REMAINING CHARACTERS

el

SAO, to upset; literary writing; be
coquettish [C]
#9% Li Sao famous poem by

Ji)5 Qi Yuan ,%%

SONG, to read aloud; to recite, to
chant [C]

1152 songdi to read aloud
% sdngjing to chant or recite
scriptures or prayers A

SHAN, to delete [C]
M5 shanjie to abridge
M4 shan’gii to revise

SUO, see below [C]
%1% dudsuo tremble; shiver L6
% I ludsuo be long-winded [D] L6

I

SHAO, guardpost; (birds) to warble,
to chirp; a whistle [C] L6
1< shaobing sentry [C]

TA, to collapse; to droop; to calm

down [C] L6

RS tashi be dependable; be calm,
relieved [C]

54

SHE, to absorb; to take a photo; to take
care of your health; to serve as acting
officer [C]

I sheqii to absorb, to ingest L6 =
4 [ sheshi Celsius, centigrade &E

TAN, beach; shoal [C]
4 haitan beach

SHENG, sage; saint; be holy, be
sacred [C]
£\ shéngrén a sage; a wise man;
Xaﬁsaint Ho
EHETT Shengdanjié

Christmas [C] =

TAO, grapes [C]
#ij%] puatao grapes [C] L3
%41 pataojitt grape wine

SHI, to sail, to drive [C]
Z 53 jiashi to drive (a car, a plane,

etc.) L5
Bt

Ti, be cautious, be alert, watchful
“1%} jinghi be vigilant [C] L6

SHi, to pass; to die [C]
#i 1t shishi (formal) to die L6

TUO, to carry on the back; DUO, a

load carried by a pack animal; a mea-

sure for such loads [C]
1 2

B tuéma pack horse l%j(

SHUO, to shine, be bright [C]
S M shud shud to glitter [C]

J&

TU(), camel; hunchback [C]
B¥HF tuébei hunchback

e
5P

l

SI, to watch, watch for; CI, in {ilf
to serve [C]
{AIHJL s to wait for an opportunity

LUO, horse; a family name [C]
3% 3¢ ludtuo a camel [C]

Si, to rear, to raise [C[
T@5% siying to rear, to raise [C] L6
T} siliao forage

WEN, lips; to kiss; animal’s mouth
[C]ILS
W4 wénhé be identical

|

~ /(E\EJ 1331 wénbié to kiss goodbye
SONG, to praise; a song, a paean [C] N —— WU, to accuse falsely [C]
/ \—I——rf W14 songyang to extol /\ A W% wiamie to slander, villify [C]
L\J\ RFH songge song, hymn of praise —L 45 wiigdo frame; false accusation
—_—il A

Ak
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F

WU, to bully, to insult [C]
AMEE waiwi foreign aggression
8% wiirtt to insult; to humiliate

1

XUN, to follow, abide by [C]
{iZF xdinhuan circulation; to
circulate L6

Xf, make a surprise attack on; to con-

tinue (a tradition) [C]

Z%1f xiji to raid [C] L6

%% yanxi to carry on as
before; to follow

N

XIjN, a period of ten days; (in an
older person’s life) a period of ten
years [C]

f]H xdnri ten days

XIAN, statute; constitution [C]
%235 xianfi constitution [C] L6
ZE4% xianbing military police

i

N

g

TH

XUN, to enquire [C]
ifi)[7] xtinwen to enquire [C] L5

i)

XIAN, pitfall; to get bogged down; to
frame for a crime; to fall to the enemy;
defect(ive) [C]

FfiBff xianjing a pit, a trap

YA, to pawn; to arrest; to escort; to

sign or mark [C]

4 yajin a deposit, a cash pledge
L6

XIANG, wing of a house; railroad
carriage; area outside a city-gate;
side [C]

JiiJi7 xiangfang a wing-room

E

L,
nt

YA, cliff, precipice [C]

0y | =5 | O | o |

XIAO, night [C]
1Bt tongxiao all night
4% xidojin curfew

- sy

YAN, to flood; to tingle from sweat;
(bookish) be broad (knowledge) [C]

X

XIAO, to mix up to confuse; to make
a mess with
V&L xidoluan to confuse

AL
E\Ll

YAN , to cover over, to hide; to close;
to attack by surprise; (dialect) to get
pinched closing a door [C]

i yaAncang to conceal, to hide
% yAngai to cover up L6

&

XIE, upper side of the body (human);
to coerce
J2 M weixie a threat, to threaten L5

H

[ 1]
H}L

YAN, be very beautiful; be amorous;
(bookish) to admire or envy [C]
#58 yanshi romantic records

of personalities, love story %@

3

XIfJ, be rotten, be decayed; be senile

[C]

5K xitimi rotten wood; worthless
person

=

|
-
7
4

YAN, northern\ Hebei (province); a
family name; YAN, swallow (the bird)
[C]

T yanzi swallow

XU, ruins, village, market [C]
JEYE teixi ruins L6

i

Y

YAN, to blaze [C]
I K yanhuo (dialect) fireworks
“J# qiyan arrogance

XUAN, to hang; be unresolved; to feel
anxious; to imagine; be far apart [C]
£:FE xudn’gua to hang L6

£ xudnya overhanging cliff 7%,%

ol

YANG, oxygen [C]

- yang gives the sound.
%A/A yangqi oxygen [C] L6
A/t yanghua to oxidize [C]




REMAINING CHARACTERS

g

meaning.

YAO, kiln; coal pit; cave dwelling [C]
The “cave” radical 7\ gives the

75 yaodong cave dwelling

&
(-
7

YU, be stupid; to make/be made a
fool of [C]
#5t has “monkey” over “heart-mind.”

highly [C]

W2
i

YAO, to shine; to dazzle; to praise

HEHR yaoyin to be dazzling (D) L6
2 M réngyao glory, glorious

=

YfJ, fishing; to take unfairly or il-
legally [C]

¥ [} ydmin fisherfolk [C] L6

kT yiiciin fishing village N

PARMY

?f:? [C]

1GH yéyan coquettish

YIvi, to smelt (metal); to dress sexily

1642 y&jin metallurgy [C]

YU, islet [C]
515 dioyii islands and islets L6

[

N

N

fRALFE Yilake Traq
B Yilang Tran

YI, (dialect) he, she; family name
/ (C]

R34 2 Yisilanjiao Islam [C]

| v ||

YIVJ, eaves; house; space; manner,
bearing; a family name [C]
See FH (p. 265a).

& 5E yikao to lean on

a5

service

Yi, to lean on, rely on; (bookish) be
[ | biased [C]

7 B yizhong to rely heavily on sb.’s

YfJ, to drive (a carriage); be imperial;
to resist [C]
AR Z yulinjin palace guards

Sl
(“to resist” only) z—‘@E

Yi, to restrain; (bookish) or [C]
AL yiyl be depressed, depression
#171 yizhi to restrain L6

TR

YU, jail; lawsuit [C]
IR rliyt to go to jail
AR yliey prison break

Y1, be resolute [C]

%77 yili willpower; stamina [C]
#IX yiran resolutely, firmly L6

#

YU, be plentiful; (bookish) to make
rich (e.g., a country or a people) [C]
=£44 fengyu abundant, plentiful

YING, baby [C]

22 )L ying’ér baby [C] L6

YU, (bookish) be pleased; comfort;
Henan (province) [C]
F4J4 yuji Henan opera

YO, Oh! or Ouch! (mild surprise). YO

YUAN, an ape [C]

é (exhortation, encouragement, at the ‘:I:‘ WA yuanrén ape-man [C]
end of a sentence) 1 yuanhéu apes and monkeys
o
YéNG,tojump up [C] S YUE, be happy; to make happy, to
iR yongyue to jump; to compete ) please [C]
[C]L6 The “side-heart” | helps with the
meaning.
75t H yuémit good-looking
N Y()NG, to gush up; to emerge [C] ZA, to pound, tramp down; to smash;
) AL yongxian to emerge in to get bungled [C] L6
profusion (D) L6 The “rock” radical f1 is here for

meaning.
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ZAO, to cut a hole; to chisel; ZUO to
mortise; (bookish) irrefutable [C]

ZHU, to urge, to exhort [C]
g zhufu to tell, to order LS

I] ==

=
ZHAI, residence, house [C]
IX| % xiongzhai a haunted house

ZHUANQ, a measure for houses [C]
L6; CHUANG, streamer; stone pillar
with Buddhist carvings

Zsz&N, a small cup; a measure for
lamps [C]

==

==

BI, that; the other [C]
1% I biei each other [C] LS
A%, bicibicl You, too!

ZHAN, (bookish) to tower over; (dia-
lect) be excellent [C]
%47 zhinxin brand-new L6

i

CAI, to cut out; to reduce; to dismiss; to

judge [C]

Distinguish from %, #, # below.

Hi4% caifeng tailor L6

#F) caipan (law) judgment; (sports) ref-
eree, umpire L6

| S| BN | oY | B

ZHANG, to obstruct; obstruction [C]

EE[E niezhang an evil creature; a
vile spawn

[513 zhang’ai to obstruct; an obstruc-
tion [C] L6

ZAl, to plant, to grow; to insert; to
impose; to fall [C]

Distinguish from #, above; # and
i, below.

FkFl' zaizhong to plant

Al
l\b

Pl

ZHENG, to struggle to be free;
ZHENG, to earn [C]

#§+#& zhéngqidn to earn money L5
4+FL. zhengzha to struggle L6 T%ﬁ.

Z/V&I, a year; to record [C]; ZAI, be
loaded with.

Compare with 3, % above; %, below.
#H zaizhong load, carrying ﬁ

capacity

O

b ¢
—

N
s

ZHI, (bookish) flag, banner [C]
JEEI qizhi flag L6

JIE, to cut, sever; measure for sections,
chunks, lengths; to stop, to check; up to [C]
Distinguish from the preceding three
characters.

AL [F] jiézhishijian deadline

ZHI, be young, be childish [C]
Ffi/< zhiqi childishness

CAN, silkworm [C]
742 cansT natural silk
%5 canzi silkworm egg

5

i

ZHONG, inner feelings; heart [C]

#2.0) zhongxin be heart-felt, be
wholehearted [C] L6

7 /N2 yanbuiy6uzhong to speak
insincerely

CAN, be deficient; remnant [C]
FEIT canku be cruel [C] L6
5%¥% canji a disability; a handicap

=

i

——— \L

ZHOU, infinite time [C]

1 ylizhou [space + time =] the
cosmos, the universe [C] L5

7 zhousT Zeus

5

—_—

W

CAN, be pitiful; be savage; disas-

trously [C]

1575 céinsha massacre

BICNJE canwiiréndao
be brutal and inhuman

W

\
N\

5

ZHOU, (of a horse) to trot; be abrupt,

sudden [C]
PR zhouran suddenly -
i

N
/

t

CHEN , dust; the world [C]

“Small”+ “earth” = “dust.”

221 chéntii dust [C]

21212 héngchén the world of
mortals; human world

ik




REMAINING CHARACTERS

CHEN, to display; to explain; be stale;
surname [C]
P45 chénlié to set out [C] L6
[%IH chénjiu outmoded;
obsolete L6 Iz%

.y
=

FA, to punish [C]

$117 fakuan to fine; a fine (D) L5

1171 fajit be made to drink as a
forfeit

i

CHIjN, be pure; be simple; be skilled

[C]

4% chan’ai pure love

4fi7% chiinjié be pure; ﬁ@
be honest [C] L6 m

FEN, shit, dung [C]
FARZE 1 xiimufenti rotten wood,
dung, dirt—worthless stuff

\
J

COU, to collect; to happen by chance;
to draw near [C]
%1 codugidio luckily [D]

B |

GANG, crock, vat [C]
Z51il 7 cha gangzi tea mug

CUI, to break [C]
5% culcan to devastate L6

GENG, to plow, farm [C]

it gengdi to plow: cultivated land
[C]L6

B4 gengniid farm cattle

DAN, unlined (clothes); be single; be
odd (not even); sheet; list [C]

Hph danda alone, solo L5

L7 danche bicycle %{

GONG, palace, temple, hall; a family
name [C]

H % gongdian palace [C] L6

¥-'F zigong womb

DENG, stool, bench [C]

Distinguish from % (798, p. 160).
K% changdeng bench

M bandeéng wooden chair or stool

GU, be orphaned; be alone, solitary
[C]

A7 gili be isolated [C] L6

AL giadan be alone L4

DI, dyke [C]
B/ d’an embankment
HEPy difang dyke, embankment

GU, to hire [C]
J&£ 51 gliyuan employee [C]
JEEE glizhii employer

1

Di, to prop up; to withstand; to com-
pensate for; mortgage; be equal to
[C]

%% did4 to reach, to arrive L6

Kt dikang to fight back L6

GUA, be few; be tasteless; be wid-
owed [C]

3£11 guifa widow [C]

%£ A\ guirén I (the sovereign only)

DIAN, to shim; to pad, to cushion; to
pay for a person, expecting L6
repayment [C]

JK# chudngdian mattress %&

7| S| | | oo

GUI, to return (home, or where you be-

long); to give back; a family name [C]

JHI7% guichéng a return journey

JHIA guihudn to return, to give Eﬁf,
back to L6 1

DIE, (colloquial) dad [C]
%% diedie daddy

GUI, rail (as in “railroad™), path [C]
#1i guidao track [C] L6
JIi tudgui to derail, to deviate
from the normal course
of state

E, forehead; horizontal tablet; a defi-

nite amount [C]

A4 éwai additional, extra,
especially L6 %’E

7N

HAO, a very talented person; be unre-
strained, bold [C]

Distinguish from 2 (p. 246a).

%2 1E haohua luxurious L5

%%1"] haomén rich and powerful family
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HAO, to use up; to waste time; bad
news [C]

FE haofei to use up (D) L6

EEFE ehao very bad news

Ava vy

KUANG, basket [C] L6

£ kuangzi small basket

A 1ankuang basket (as in
basketball)

HOU, to roar [C] L6
TFLIY héujido to roar

KUANG, be insane, violent, wild,
arrogant [C]

JKF fengkudng insane [C] L5

FF X kuangfeng gale [C]

HUAI, to hug; bosom; heart; to cher-
ish; to conceive (a child) [C]

14t hudibao bosom; to embrace
1%E hudiyi to doubt, doubt L4 ‘[‘%‘?%

LA, be hot (spicy); to sting (e.g., anti-

septic); be ruthless [C] L4

FHH 1ajido hot pepper [C] L5

K hudla very hot (taste); very
sexy

HUi, to break apart; to destroy [C]
H#5% cuthui to smash [C]
75 sthui to rip to shreds

LAO, pen, fold (for animals); jail;
sacrifice [C]

ZE[E 1a0gn be firm [C] L6

7E5 140s30 grievance [C] L6

HUi, 1) to converge; to collect; a col-
lection; 2) to remit [C]
L4 huibao to report L6

e

LiN, to pour, to drench [C]; LiN, to
filter L6

I Tinlin be dripping

55 hinbing gonorrhea

HIjN, soul; mood [C]

7 shénhiin state of mind; mind
#H3J5i{ shénhtndiandio to be
fascinated, head over heels; to be
infatuated

LIU, to slide; be smooth; to sneak off

[C]; LIU, rain runoff; rain gutter; row;

fast current; neighborhood L6

E linzou to leave stealthily, to
sneak away

=

JI, be hungry; famine [C]
YUK jre starvation [C] L6

1JL%€ jthan cold and o o
g, 8

LIU, willow; a family name [C]

WA litisha willow tree [C]

AEMIYF hualitibing a venereal
disease (lit. flower and willow
disease)

hunger
JL&, fingernail; carapace; armor; Ist
of heavenly stems; “A,” first of a
series [C] LS
FHB 3 jiigtiwén oracle bone script
FI 7 jisizi a cycle of sixty years

LfJ, stove, furnace [C]
J71°T- Iazi oven, stove, furnace [C]
Ik Tazao kitchen stove L6

1
SR

JIN, muscle; (colloquial) tendon,

sinew, prominent vein; tendon-like

thing [C]

1% 52 /i xiangpijin a rubber band, an
elastic band

LU/V&N, egg, ovum [C]*
B 1 lusinbi egg white
Ji# lusinhudng egg yolk

JIfJ, uncle (mother’s brother); wife’s

brother [C]

5151 jinjiu uncle (mother’s brother)
[C]L5

LU(), net-like thing; to hold with a net;
string; to wind [C]

252 jinglud meridian (Chinese medicine)
2% wangluo network,

(often) Internet L6 I\

N S

JU, to get together [C]

FAE juiji to gather [C]

kg2l jujinghuishén to concen-
trate on [C]

7|
L2 3

MEI, plum; family name [C]

3£ méihua plum blossom [C]

5%F méidd syphilis (lit. the poison
of the plum)

#In Han-Ying Cidian, ! is one of eleven “leftover” characters that have no radical. See p. 272b.
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MEI, eyebrow; margin at the top of
a page [C]

JEE méimdo eyebrow [C] L5

JE =k méitéu brows [C]

NIE, to hold between your fingers; to
knead; to fake (e.g., a report) [C] L6
1% niezdo to trump up [C]

MEN, be tightly closed; be stuffy; be
muffled [C]; MEN, be tightly closed; be
depressed

[t]jt] A~ 2k ménmenbule be depressed
[t]#4 ménre muggy, hot and

N
. \)
windless L

NING, be tranquil [C]; NING, rather;
could there be...?; a family name
T#f ningjing peaceful

“7*J& ningyuan would B
rather L6 =

MENG, to dupe; guess wildly; be
unconscious [C]; MENG, to cover; to
meet; MENG, Mongol

54717 ménggii Mongolia

T8 | Y| B

ou, image, idol; be even (not odd);
be in pairs; spouse; by accident, oc-
casionally [C]

{##A Surdn accidental, by chance L5
{H %4 dushl even numbers

MENG, alliance; league; (sworn)
brothers [C]

71 E ménggué allied country

W1 méngyou ally

=

PAO, to throw; to discard [C]
#i5F paoqi to throw away (D) L6
% paomado to drop anchor;

biul

MENG, be fierce; be energetic;
abruptly [C]

&% ménglie be fierce [C] L6

4% méngran abruptly [C]

o

to break down (car, etc.)
PiNG, to lean on, to depend on; proof
[C]L5
#£4% pingjn evidence, proof

|

MIAN , to strive; to exhort [C]

fl 3% midngifng to do with difficulty;
reluctantly; to force to do; inad-
equate [C] L6

/5 midinli to encourage; to urge L6

o

QI, lacquer; to paint with lacquer; a

family name [C]

2 qihei pitch-black

1% T yéuqigong painter (not the
artist)

MfNG, birdsong; bug or animal
sounds; to ring [C]
I

o>

QIA, be proper; exactly [C]

1424 qiadang be proper [C]

141 qiahdo just right [C]

1414 qiaqia exactly [C]; cha-cha-cha
(dance)

%% mingdi to whistle, to honk

935 mingxié to express one’s
thanks formally

M(), to apply, smear on; to wipe; to

cross out, erase [C]

$£71% mésha to obliterate (D)

.45 mocha Matcha, fine powder tea

QIANG, cavity; tune; accent; speech
[C]

JIE ¥4 qiangdido tune, accent

[ % kduqiang the oral cavity L6

MU, to herd [C]

“cow” is for meaning.
3% muching pasture [C]
¥ B miimin herdsman [C]

Nl

QfN, a traditional musical instrument
(“Ch’in”) [C]

HW%E gangqin piano (D)

/NHEEE xidiotigin violin

NAL see %31, below [C]
%3] naihé how can it be that...
(it can’t, of course)

QIN, be hardworking; frequently;
attendance [C]

)75 qinldo be hardworking [C] L5
1% qinjisin hardworking and thrifty
L6

NEN, be delicate; be light (in color);

be inexperienced [C] L5

%z seems to be for meaning here.

LB 07 B 1onidchinenciio to rob
the cradle

QU, to be bent; a bend; be wronged;
a family name; QU, verse for singing
(“Ch’i”); tune; music [C]

it quidiao melody
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=3

QU, a bend; to subdue, to be subdued;
an injustice; be in the wrong; a family
name [C]

JE M qiieéng to submit to

SHi, to lose; to erode [C]
H Mt rishi solar eclipse
H 1 yuéshi lunar eclipse

(also HE, H ) ﬁﬁ

QIVJ, to take a wife, to get married
[C]L5
IL¥: qigin (of a man) to get married

SHI, decorations, adornment; to put
decorations on, to dress up [C]
%) shiwu decoration, ornament

ff

RU, dishonor; to bring dishonor to,

insult [C]

{55 wiirt to force indignities on,
humiliate [C] L6

SHOU, long life; age; a family name
[C]

757 shouming lifespan [C] L5 .
735 shouxidin life insurance ==

=53

RUN, be sleek, be moist; to moisten;
to embellish; profit [C]
i rinse to embellish,

embellishment \ZEIﬂ

SH()U, to sell; (bookish) to carry out,
pull off [C]
1% shouhuo to sell goods [C]

25 01 shoupidoyudn ticket seller

RUO, be like; seem [C]

# T rudgan a certain number or
amount; how many? how much?
[C]L6

A7 2 rudshi if

SHOU, animal; beastly [C]

T 0> rénmidnshouxin be a
beast in human form

F4r 57 méinti yd yéshou Pgp
Beauty and the Beast =

SAL, to stuff in; a stopper; SAI, stra-
tegic place [C]

JEHI saiwai north of the Great Wall
JE7E saiche traffic jam

SHUA, to play; to wave around; to play
tricks [C] L6
LY shudhud to “play slippery,” i.e.,
to dodge work
ELffi shudlai to act shamelessly;
be perverse

SANG, funeral; mourning; SANG,
to lose [C]

&4 sangli funeral service

4 sangqi to feel E@

disheartened; be unlucky

SHUAL, to decline, to get weak [C]
55 shuairuod be weak [C]
il shuaitui to decline L6

SHA, yarn; gauze [C]
2047 shabu gauze

SHUAN, plug, cork [C]
2 qiangshuan rifle bolt
#2JE shuanse embolism

SHE, to ford; to wade/go through; to
involve [C]

¥ I sheji to involve (D) L6

¥5 4 shéwai concerning foreign affairs

SUN, grandson; family name [C]
#)4 stinnii granddaughter [C]
fIviE %S Stinwukong the Monkey
King
7N

SHEN, very; more than ... SHEN, in

H24 =1t4)C]

... [T ...ri shen yiri ...more
so every day

SUO, lock; to lock up [C] L5
i - sudshang to lock up
AR sudy:n keyhole

HH
i

SHENG, to flourish; to be vigorous; be
grand; popular; surname; CHENG, to
fill; to contain [C]

FETT shéngkai full bloom L6

TA, to step on; to go make an on-the-
spot inspection; TA, see below [C]
#55) tashi = FH5E (p. 262b) [C] L6
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pools, etc. [C]

o
-

etc.)
HENT tanfan street vendor

TAN, to spread out; vendor’s booth; to
fry in a thin layer; a measure for puddles,

P37 tanwei a stall (in the market,

WEN , mosquito [C]

7 wénzi mosquito [C]

W EF wénxiang mosquito-repellent
incense

vehicle) [C]

TAN, be flat, level; be calm; be candid
R [C]
7 El HH [ tAnbai frank, honest, to confess

L6
I3 tianke tank (armored military

WEN, veins (as in marble); grain (as
of wood), pattern, lines [C]
222 45%)] wénsibtidong absolutely .

still, motionless
m

tion; praise [C]
<, tanqi to sigh L6

TAN, to sigh; to exclaim in admira-

WENG, old man; father; father-in-
law; a family name [C]

TAO, peach [C] L5

P [

HkAE taohua peach blossoms [D]
HEAEIZ taohuayun luck in love

WO, to lie down; (of animals) to
crouch [C]

[if== washi bedroom (D) L5

[iP% woche sleeping car

TIj, disciple; apprentice; bloke, guy;
be on foot; be empty; be in vain;
merely; prison sentence [C]

P4 xuéti apprentice, trainee

7EDY tilao a futile effort

XI, tin [C]
4% xizhi tinfoil

i)

of [C]

haw, to babble

TUN, to swallow; to take possession

&I tunbing merger, to annex
AT tintdntiitid to hem and

X1, be rare; be sparse; be thin [C]
4% xthan in short supply, rare; to
treasure

N/ a verb) settled, done [C]

TUOQ, be appropriate, be proper; (after

%4 tugdang be proper [C] L6
/N2 butud not proper, wrongly

X1, to cherish; to stint; to feel sorry
for [C]

%% AixT to cherish [D] L5

1% 1] x1bié be reluctant to part

‘_‘—IIIA poorly behaved [C]
: ™\ | ¥ wanji chronic and
stubborn disease

WAN, be insensate; be stubborn; be

T4 wangu hardheaded, stubborn L6

Xf, daughter-in-law [C]
I xifn son’s wife; daughter-in-law;
wife [C] L6

WAN, to pull; to roll up [C]

XIA, be blind; to no purpose [C] L5

JaJE T WeinisT Venice

U weixié to threaten [C] L5

\/IJ

A
1 1R wiinjit to save [C] L6 E'—__:“ £ xiahua a lie
“ 1% 7] winhui to retrieve, redeem L6 i xiazi blind person
- —
. WANG_, to bend, be bent; to wrong a XIA, shrimp [C]
~ ], |person; invain [C] X[ duixia prawn
7\— FESX wiingran be futile JEHT 16ngxia lobster
~ | %HE yuanwing to treat unjustly; not ElﬁxEj
worthwhile X
N WEI, awesome strength; by force XIAO, to pare; XUE, to pare, whittle
— [C] [C]

FIHl boxug to peel and pare, i.e., to
exploit [C] L6
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XIF], be joint; to assist [C]
H3E xiézud to cooperate [C]
/5811 xiézhit to help [C] L6

i

4
—\\4
7

YU, to bathe; bath [C]
¥#1% yushi bathroom [C]
ki linylt shower (bath)

XIE, to unload; to remove; to shirk

[C]

#1177 xiehuo unload cargo

T xieren to get fired, to leave
one’s office

YU, to reside; residence; to contain

[C]

/\H gongyu apartment L5

75 yuy4n allegory, parable, fable
[C]L6

YA, duck [C]

%7 yazi duck [C]
H mitya female duck
A gongya drake

i

YUAN, injustice; resentment, griev-

ance; loss [C]

%At yuanwang to wrong; to be not
worthwhile [C] L6

YAN, rock; cliff [C]
#+471 yanshi rock [C] L6
41 yandong grotto

\Wﬁﬂ}m}

YUAN , reason; fringe; along [C]
24 yuangn cause [C] L5
LA A yuanmugityd to do the
impossible as one who
climbs a tree to catch fish Y

YAO, see #i below; YUE, key [C]
AL yaoshi key [C] L4
@é}
M IH:H

o
@

;

YUAN, resentment; to blame [C]
Z%1F yuanheén to hate; enmity
#2218 yuan’6u unhappy couple

Yf, to lose; a lost thing; to omit; to
bequeath [C]

1 yilit to hand down [C] L6
i yiyan will, last words

HII

YUN, be dizzy; to faint; YUN, be
dizzy; halo [C] L5
=2 yunchg carsickness

Y% guangyin halo ==

H

YIN , to drink; to nurse (a grievance);
YIN, give (an animal) to drink [C]
X yinshi diet, food and drink L6

X

S=
EX

ZENG, to give as a present [C]
1% zéngsong to give as a present

[C]L6
4

YOU, be just like; still [C]

JJi74 youyi to hesitate [C] L5

JtK yoéuda Judas, traitor

AR Yéutairén Jewish
person

I

lm%? il

4% zéngyue given free by
the publisher

ZHA, dregs; sediment; broken bits
(e.g., crumbs) [C] L6

YOU, be young; children [C]
%h17E youzhi be childish [C] L6
#1)LI youéryuan kindergarten LS

ZHANG, curtain, canopy; account,
account book [C]
%% zhangpéng tent, camp L6

=

R

Ylj, to amuse; amusement, pleasure
[c]
R IR yileé entertainment, recreation

ZHANG, to expand; bloated [C]
JZ}K péngzhang to swell up, distend

[C] HE

o

[CIL5 ZZ;LF%
YU, territory, region [C]

X4 qiiyu region, area, district L6

MEIE

ZHAO, to cover; a cover; a bamboo
fish-trap [C]
J] 25 xiongzhao bra
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ZHE, to cover, hide from view; to

LIU, a family name [C supplement]

» A
obstruct; to keep out [C] I
W [ zheman to conceal, hide [C] X‘
MEFH zheyang visor; sunshade %U
ZHEN, a pillow; to rest one’s head on; wu, family name; (historical) name
(engineering) block [C] l:I of an ancient kingdom in China [C
b =k zhéntéu pillow LS 9% supplement]
FL£: zhéntao pillowcase 5:_{,_
It ZHENG, to evaporate; to steam [C] SHAN, Shaanxi Province (P£7H
‘K 7% zhengfa to evaporate L6 }b‘ Shénxi) [C supplement]
_7_. 7577, zhengqi steam, vapor (
PR R R

B

ZHOU, congee; gruel (of rice, millet,
etc.) [C] L6

SONG, family name; name of one ma-
jor dynasty (960—1279) and one minor
dynasty (420-479) [C supplement]

ZHOU, wrinkles [C]
4547 zhouwén wrinkles L6
4 I zhoubaba wrinkled

)

MENG, family name; first month (of
a season); elder (brother) [C supple-
ment]

i f- Méngzi Mencius

ZHU, tree trunk; plant stem; tree,

plant; a measure for trees [C] L6

T~F zhiishdu (bookish) to stick
stubbornly to

supplement]
=)
Union EIA

ZHU, casting [C]

F4it zhuizao casting; to cast (metal)
L6

F515% zhitmé mold

=
\,ﬁ:

oI | &5 Bl |

ou, family name; short for Europe [C
WYl ouzhou Europe L6

Wi R duméng EU, European

GE, (botany) kudzu; GE, family name
[C supplement]

ZHUANG, stake; a measure for mat-
ters [C]
#E shuzhuang stump (tree)

—4\//
C

SHEN, a family name; short for Shen-
yang Province (JLFH Shényang) [C
supplement]

ZONG, be vertical; north to south;

to set free; to let yourself go; to jump

into the air [C]

LK zongyu lecherous, to 7
indulge in sensual pleasures WAL

-t <y
e
=

ZHE, short for Zhejiang Province (#
iL. Zhéjiang) [C supplement]

[T

L

ZUi, crime; guilt; fault; suffering;
to blame [C]
HE% zui’e sin, crime, guilt

yulei 422, the 227th category in Han-
Ying Cidian, “leftovers”: following
characters.

ZHAO, a family name [C supple-

ment]

B zhaozhougido Zhaozhou
Bridge =t

O

LfNG, zero. (Same as Z; usually used
for numerals.)
FL.OJL*5 wiilingjitthao No. 509
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TUN, to collect; to station (troops); PAN, to rebel [D]*
=13 |village [D] W #SE panmai to betray
I——l 15 J% tinbing to station troops #3Jk pantdo to defect
J HAE pantd traitor
TU, to protrude, stick up [D] MO, last part; end; dust, powder
"Y1 tiimian be convex 1= | KE mowéi the end
7 i AR modaihudngdi the last
emperor

AO, be concave [D]
[ "4 11 aot@ibuiping be full of holes
and bumps

= [F

*Also in the Han-Ying Cidian category of 432 yiiléi, “leftovers,” are five characters which the student has already
learned: 7k dong “east” (210), X ba “the open hand” (302), £ xiang “country” (462), [X; min “folk” (715), and
% jia “to lift” (1017).
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Alphabetical Index

The alphabetical index includes all of the characters presented in this book and includes
elements or parts of characters which are listed with a pronunciation. All of the radicals,
including radicals which do not function as independent characters and have no pronunciation,
are listed in the chart of 227 radicals (front endpapers). Indexed characters are listed according
to their pronunciation in the Hanyu Pinyin system of romanization. A character with two or
more pronunciations will be listed under each pronunciation (except where the only difference
is a difference of tone). If a character is in Part 1 of the book, that character’s series number
(1-1,067) is given in roman type. If a character is also a radical, its number in the sequence
of 226 radicals is given in superscript. Reference to characters in Part 2 of the book is by
page number (pp. 215-73) set in italic type, followed by the letter a or b to indicate whether
the character appears on the left (a) or right (b) side of the page.

NOTE: The following alphabetical order is followed for the tone diacritics: a (Tone 1), &
(Tone 2), 4 (Tone 3), a (Tone 4), a (Toneless = no diacritic). Characters with no pronunciation
are placed last.

A bi/ba i 304 bang % 876
5 W 107 ba Ul p254a | bang ¥ p223b
a 108 ba = 305 bang % 879
ai W p250a | ba F p227a | bao 7] 283%
i W p253p | baba e 303 bao 286
5i/4i # p23la | bdi 1 282 | bao ML 289
ai/ai % p23la bai H 575 bao 132! p254b
4i i p253p | b ¥l p254a | bdo H p230b
i %84 bii £ p227a | bio o 294
A Z 449 bai W p229a | bio E  p230b
Ai 4 p254q | bai 592 bio £ 884
3n 2 834 ban YE p228b | bao fit 113
an B 230 ban % p226b | bao 1 288
an 835 ban M  p226b | bao #  p254a
an = g3 bin | 421 bao 1 p254b
an % p229q | bin W 423 bei T p227a
30 ] p273a | ban I 648 bei AE - p222b
40 ¥ p254a | ban 378 bei W p231b
30 i p231p | ban o 142 béi b 666

ban P p240b | bei DU 140100
B ban W p254a | bei w177
ba JU 1242+ | bang ;632 bei/bei B 667
ba B 302 bang 633 bei % 845
ba W\ p254q | bing 4 634 bei #1024
ba P\ p254q | bing 5% 877 bei JE p222b
ba #h  p229a | bing J% 878 bén/bén 7% p254b
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BEN — CHENG

bén A 308 bé M p230b | cha 1002
bén % p23la | bo 7¢ 7965 | cha Z 472
béng A p254b | bu o159 | cha %1063
bi iE  p231b | bu *~ p230b | cha/cha Z 61l
bi £ p231b*° | bi i p230b | chai % 6ll
bi B 41 | ba A 97 chai ¥& p23la
bi b 660> | bu i 1050 chai 4 p23la
bi % p265b | bu £ 753 chiin e 717
bi 2 115 bu i p254b | chin 5 p254b
bi M p230b | bu o 698 chan i p254b
bi W 607 chang g 456
bi B 1039 C chéng K 278
bi ¥ p23la | ca % p225b | chang W p215a
bi BY p233b | cai % p229a | chang 24 p250a
bi W p233b | cai A 689 chiang W 483
bian 670 cai Wt p229a | chang % p255a
bian % p22la | cai #  p229a | ching Jo 2291
bisin i p22la | cai #. p265b | ching/chang 3% p2i5a
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p253b
p272a
p244a
727
730
729
728
p239a
p239b
p272a

zhuang
zhuang
zhuang
zhuang
zhuang
zhut
zhut
zhuin
zhuo
zhuo
zhuo
71

71

zi

zi

zi

7i

7i
z0ng
z0ng
z0ong
zong
zou

zu

za

za

zui

zui

zui
zuan/zuan
zui

zui

zui

zui
zin
zin
zZuod
zZuo
Zuo
Zuo
Zuo
Zuo

T

JoR
PH
H
H
B
U

HX

[

i

f

A

él_é
i

Y T ET

A

p218a
p249b
p217b
p248b
p265b
59208
p245a
720
207
p246a
588
p235b
p235b
4474
p253b
p247b
338
6 1 9 180
900
p253b
700
p272a
227 189
169
247 196
p222b
172
170
168
365
p225b
477
p272a
p232a
p238b
p238b
558
668
452
553
554
p224a



Stroke Index

This second index of characters is arranged by stroke count (the number of strokes in a
character). The student therefore can find, for reference or review, a character in this book
whose pronunciation he or she does not know or is unsure of. This index has been organized
by stroke count rather than by radicals because mastery of the radical system requires con-
siderable time and is one of the aims of this book, not a skill assumed of its users, whereas
the stroke-count system can by used by a student almost immediately.

In order to use the index, you need simply to count the number of strokes in the character
and then go to the group of characters in the index having that number of strokes. As you
learn new characters and how to write them from the diagrams, the ability to count cor-
rectly the number of strokes and to use the little tricks familiar to every first-year student
of Chinese will come naturally. (For example, the shape . is counted as one stroke rather
than two.) This index begins with characters of one stroke and concludes with a character
having twenty-three strokes. Within each group of characters having the same number of
strokes, characters are arranged alphabetically by the Hanyu Pinyin romanization of the
pronunciation. The system of reference to characters and page numbers is explained in the
introduction to the alphabetical index.

1 stroke JL jiljt 541 | 3 strokes
O ling p272b I jie H2% A cai 689
) pie 24 jHLJ.}(jﬂg 202 X cha/chi/cha 1018
| shu 133 Jiu + che 580°!
— yilyilyi 12 LI kin. 579 1 1 chi 50
Z yi 157 jTJ :f*/llao ﬁzg JII chun p218b
N 1 1 1 N p 47
z\l,m 736 Zomi 3608 1 cl\luo 9054
o 867 ! 5f cun 237
- 21 jG\ qr 20223 X da 61%
rén A fan 768
2 strokes 1 rén 142 % i 540
J\ ba 1242 | A i 204 T gan 223
’] bao 283% | | shi LA P 214
b b 41 | b oo 467 | & gong 2707
7 bing 657¢ - tou 33° T. gong 566
N bu 15916 1 yan 5810 71 gong 1933
]~ ching 2291 foy 191% 1 g i 661
| dao 23217 | XL you 101 | & 5 2977
7] dao 1317 [7f 21" p215b™
T din 624 398 M jin 4647
L ér/rg 672 : 4341 4 :|!i1“1 721
—er 5 774 M kéu 5358
[~ fang 1975 | 933* | % kuf 259
E fu 943 | X 1019% | o my 5575
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STROKE INDEX

7, me 206 7o 4474 i ji p217a
'] mén 2546 i 29368 I jian 26617
~7 midn 404 + 16% 1 jie 694
4 it 37 R 4316 JT jin 342115
Z qi 435 « p216b™ | 4 jin 496
T qian 354 L jin p236b
| qiang 10334 - jing 590
¥ quin 183 | 4 strokes E ju p238b
J] rén p227b i ba 302 J& jué/guai 383
— san 6 75 ban 648 JF kai 612
1] shan 118% DU bei 140 | JU kang 1041
7 shan 909 I bi 660> | fL kong p238a
I shang 459 M bi p230b Ji h 399
~] shéio 284 /~ bu 97 75 lin 201
J7 shi 4409 4 cang p231b £ mdo 114112
+: shi 35 £ chang/zhing 278 A mu 80%
¥ shou 285 %4 che 41610 N nei 615
7 shui 774 J{ chi/ché 9497 | 1} nian 1949
Z st 487 i chéu/qia p255b ‘F nid 34010
E si 299 . choéu p244a It pi 198
+ tu 344 M céng 549 J~ pian/pian 422114
#. wan 76266 % dai 408%7 K oqi 6410
Ji wan 598 #  dido 271 X qian 244120
Jt wang/yéu 68 1] ding p228a Y] qie/qie 781
T. wang 854 3} dou/dou 765% X qu p234b
1 wéi 9% FA dui p236a K quin 638%
T owei p249b = fa p222a X quan 833
Y xi 158 X fin 418 {~ rén 450
>) xi 868 J7 fang 5058 + rén 911
T xia 463 4) fen/fen 132 i\ ren 627
2 xiang 462 K. feng 8192 | {5 réng p243b
/N xido 377 = feng p223a H ni 179103
1 xin 194 K fa 62 /1> shio/shao 380
/7 yin/guing 3634 2 fu 2641% | f} shén/shi 205
% yao 4776 X] gang 119 Jt sheng 982
Hh yé 22 X ge 30101 + shi 16647
oyl 298 7\ gong 953 X shi 276122
¢ yi 18 ] gou p24la F shoéu 27
Ly 296 ' hu 50486 1 sha 111
oy 1020 H hu p227a % shi 234119
T ya 744 £ hua 786 . shuang p216b
5 yi/yu 1016 %] huan p257b 7K shui 47315
S zhang p236a ~ huo 5480 K tai 98
2 zhi p221b ‘K hud 29583 K tian 63
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ting
tan
wa/wa
wang
wéi
wei/wéi
wén
wi

wi

~

wu

S PHEM A HIET

c
o]
|
=

T X
<
o

SRI
=

yin

yoéu

you

yu/yi

yuan

yué

yue

yun

yun

yun
zha/zha/za
zhang/chang
zhao

zhi

zhi
zhong/zhong
zhuan

> e Y A EF ARSI NI & HR S

5 strokes
M a0

p228a
p272a
739%
7288
967!
576
2158
69
265
200
687
491
87 81
678
671%
442
17
20
p233a
394
263
775
89
1 10 104
104 118
92
p236a
971
p253b
278
306 116
351
246 102
150 105
727
109 124
180°*
153%
3 1 6 113
447 116
166%

p273a

AN
£\
=

> Pt = @ HE

-

ARREOITERZEREI S

=T

o RE

+F
8o

=

|

A d

i
i
)L

;
ic

ny

jj[:] e

ba
ba
bai
ban
bao
béi
bén
bi
bian
bing
bo
bu
ce
chi
cha
chu/chu
cong
cong
da/da
dai
dan
dian
dong
dong
dui
ér
fa/fa
fan
fa

fu
gan
gong
gl
gua
gul
han
hao
hé
ha

N

hui
1
1
ji

jia
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p254a
p254a
282 150
378
286
666
308
607
670
617
796 154
1050
p23la
343
581
818
p255a
p255a
625
782
559
805
1006
210
309
38
722
p238a
959
902
]95 135
p228a
314
p243b™!
p266b
p223b
773
81 149
p244b
p267a
760
p267a
301
870

4,5 STROKES

H jia
% jian
ny jiao
W jieljié
£ jin
2 jin
jiu
ju
ka/qia
kan
ké
lan

I

Li

Li
ling/ling
ling
16ng
mao
mén
mie
min
min
mo

~

mu

m

MO F G2k E AT

=
-

qia

rang
reng
shan
shen
shéng

HEISFEMNADNAFHARS RS mEHE R A
=

p267a
211
339
p223b
1 ]7 147
p245a
468
381
p217b
233
160
p259a
591
]44126
400
369
260
p241a'’
p226a's
26
p229a
715
]38 146
p272a
268
]29 141
p224b
534
p215a'*
p268b
928
747 153
326 156
640
p248b
p240a
167
p261b
556 133
791
p243a
p246a
804144
329



STROKE INDEX

£ shéng p262a
2 shi 83
{1 shi/dan 749136
K shi g2 148
5 shi 917
i shi 766
- shi 693
7~ shi 899132
A shin p217b
JU shuii p243a
77 st 750
] ST p218a
VY si 199
it ta 24
¥ ta 42
f tai 955
M tan p270a
1 tio p220a
fH tidan 1014
Sk téu 176
Mt p273a
A wai 160
"™ wing 1754
A wei 274
S wa 51713
% wi 926
Hoxié 460
St xiong 310
7¢ xué 454128
il xin p245b
Il xtin p218b
L yang 355
W ye 714140
i ye p217a
% oy 2902
L yi 1022
W oy 1021
Hl yin p228a
7K yong 654
ffl yong 529
i yoéu 893
£ you 669
%] you p270b
E ya 74131

R yue/le

¥ zdi/zi

zha
zhan/zhan
zhang
zhao/shao
zheng
zhi/zhi
zhu

Zuo

strokes
an

bai

bang

bi

bi

bing

bing

chan
chiang/chang
chén

chén

chéng

cht

chi

chong

1 chong/chong

H chéng

& chuan/zhuan

[Z chuing

] chuang/

chuang

o

K oa

X c

{7 ctn

ik da

24 dang/ding/
dang

MY HHEIIEEDRN BT F FRHORNS T«

S
7

T E S S
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988
p253b
451
358
p236a
830
600
702
75
668
p221a"*
482139
605127
81 1 130

834
575
632
1039
p23la
p23la
738
717
p215a
p216bH'%
p265b
518
436
p243b
972
p238b
73117
728
p250b
p231b

348
p229b'

658
1026
p234a

644

T dio
XT deng
e di
diao
dia
dong
dud
dué
duo
ér
ér
fang
fli fing
7 fing
o3 fen
M féng
i fou
7 fa
A fu
Al gang
% ge

K geén
Jl gong
gong
guan
guan
guang
gul
gul
guo

*x
b
¥
+
B
it
% hai
T
1
158
5
ZL
5
FE

FHE AR RE M

2N
/]

han
hang/xing
hao/hao
hé
héng
hou
hu
£ hud/hua
¥ hua/hua
X huan
X hul
[l hui
2> hui/kuai

p222b
799
516
p244b
897
931
379
p230a
p243b
986 169
256 163
510
509
507
133
p256b
p234b'7
p2l7a
p237a
121
432
51 184
p25la
389
613
890
839
544
p266b
618
331
224
543
45
219
780
402
772 173
788
p2l7a
245
p238a
550
441



<

=
=
(=14

=1
ot o

L

S M O S N R T S

-
&Y

FEHMES

AR A SR %

=+
e

by ] ] ]

Qoo oo Comie Comnie

o\ fov

(-
=

—
—

jia
jia

R jian

jian
jiang
jiang
jiao

jie
jin/jin
jiu
juin
jué
jun
kang/gang
kao
kou
kua
kuo
lao

1€i

lie

lie

lia
lun/ldn
ma
ma
mai
mai
mang
mi
ming
na/nei/ne
nian
néng
pang
ping
pu/piao

p243b
542
p257b
p251b
240
663
300
p242a
696
p243b
589
707
724
520
p237a
p234a
28117
p232b'%8
881
p216b
p251b
1029
p243b
p241b
p236b
181
p217a'™
p228b
p243b
p272b
840
p219b
56
177
p252a
86
12615
337
217
578
p220b
p230a
p229b
p252a
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&5

=
=

o+

=

oF
it
12
b4
)
Uth
Vi
[A]
n:
G|
it
LN
5]
f&
s
[i1]
15
Zin
[l
Y3
XK
[[](

qi

qi
gian
qing
qi/qu
quan
quan
ren/rén
rou

ra

san
sao/sio
se/shai
sha
shang
shé
she
sht

shi
shou
shou
si 821
si/shi
sui
sun
ta23
tang
tong
tu/tu
tuan
tuo
tud/duo
wang
wei
wéi
wen
wi

wil

X1
X1
xi
xia/he

& xian

Zf xian/qian

p217b'®
p243b
p253a
p248b
p268b
708
p261b
912
1013
880
p233a
p237a
993
817
p229b
426 177
923
p223a
795
810
p235a

p227b
609
p269b

p215a
860
p24la
p217b
p239b
p262b
p235b
847
969
255
p243b
p244a
]62166
664
p216a
p249a
328
p253a

6 STROKES

]
Hy
7
}\é
(S

fi
i

SNSHARESHEIWUE

DS EESIE R D

Qe
A

I
e
2
s
1E
E
H
]
£
JK
i3
G
G

xiang
xié
xing/hang
xing/xing
xit
xit
xu
xue
xin
xin
xun
ya

ya

ya
yan
yan
yang
yang
yang
yang
yé

ye

y1

y1

yi

yi

yin
yin
you

zé
zhai
zhao
zhén
zhéng
zhi

885
p271a
543
437
793
p263a
688
1010
p247a
p263b
p253a
p235a
673
p236b'%
p244b
p229a
156 157
771
p215a
p253b
p248a
371 170
152 161
p264a
469
751 162
596
770
p240a
222
869 183
p264b
p264b
1065
1000
411
585
563
p229b
p265a
813
p228b
709
763



STROKE INDEX

% zhi 514 ia i p224a il hé 913
% zhong p234b cong 1058 % héng p257a
zhou 538'82 | A ciin p220a L héu p267a
%% zha p237b & dai 883 ¥ hi 938
7 zha 65' | {1 dan 560 1t hua 787
J£ zhuang p239b 5 dio p238a M huai p267a
At zhuang p217b ik di 983 A huai 651
o4 338 % di 272 P p217a
H zi 619'% | T ding p228b W ji 662
53 470' | £] ding p228a R ji p244a
% dong p245b j 353
7 strokes £ déu p244a b ji p236b
bl a 107 7. dou 7970 | ¥ jian p225a
1 bd/ba 304 it divdi p241a 5F jian p257b
I ba p254a 58, dui 311 ] jian/jian 259
I ba/ba 303 i dan p250b i jido/jué 996!
#3 ban 142 iR fan 420 Pk jin 594
££ ban p240b iZ fan p250b AT jin 677
£ bao 113 % fan 419 % jin/jing p241b
Al bié 261 jj fang 511 57 jin 857
ST bing p229b Zfi fing 508 % it p258b
A1 bé p223a W fen 136 J7 jd 991
% bu 753 %} fen 135 i ju p238b
# bi p230a B fén/fen p256b ¥ jon p236a
W cai p229a i fo/fa 961 $T kang p235a
# cai 229 7 fou p244a 7t kélqiao p258b
Al can p254b % fa p244a 7 ke p224a
% cang p231b T fa 530 U keng p235a
2 céng p219b B f 905 JE ki p259a
1 chang p215a M gai 827 He kuai 384
) chao p230a A gan 225 P Kuai 583
> chio p230a FT gan/gin 226 T kudng p267b
i che p255a 4 gang 123 1 kuang p220a
] che p242b < gang 122 kiin 994
% chén p266a % gao 341 X 1ai 555
JX chén 851187 i géng/geng 164 7 lao p221a
7l chén p244a I gong p228a 7 lao p267b
iR chi p227a 71 gong p228a % Iéng 1008
7% chi p216b™ | 4 gou p24la &N 330
# cha p218b fli ga 318 BN 14519
# chuan p255a gl 489 | Jill I p252a
J& chudng p218a it hdi/huan 568 Fl n 1025
X chul p219a 4 han p240a (i p233b
4l chin p266a £ han 231 % lian 701
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7,8 STROKES

R lidng 412 i shi 573 . ying/ying 643
W liding 414 i shi/zhi 628 1T ying 901
J7 lido p259b 7 shi 502 | F yong 801
45 lin 376 7% shou p269b e yéu 990
7 ling p249b . shu 745 B yoéu p271a
fifi I 761 Tl s p2l6a 7 you 4741%
L Ui p260a fd] si p262a &yl 705
UY luin p267b 15 song p244b 51 yuan 825
il luan 920 &K song p272b yudn 96
Z% mai p246b'8 | F su 344 T yudn 91
méi 684 ZNI 898 5 yun 93
i) men/mén  p268a % tido 656 ¥ zai p237b
£, midin 564 Wr ting 495 B zdo p244b
b miao p230a % toéu p244a 5k zhang 279
# mo/méi 235 A tin p270a % zhang p271a
B mu p239a % tud p270a . zhio 32
I ne 616 5C wan 647 §Ir zhé/shé/zhe p23ia
7€ ni/mi p232b & wang 610 iX zhei/zhe 216
HR ni 39 Fil wéi 968 £t zhen p233b
il nit p244a i wéi 970 2 zhén p239a
7% nong p232a FE wéi p234b ilF zhéng 603
% nu 929 £ wei 350 4% zhi 277
F| pan p249b 20 wén p270b HE zhi p244a
it pao p268b W) wén p262b & zhi p218a
fit p1 p222a * wo 31 £ zhu 76
it pi p222a 7 wi p272a B zhu 922
1T ping 641 T xi 778 # zhua p244a
IER p246a A xi 951 K zhuang p249b
El p247a A xidn 258 JA zong p272a
¥ oqi 537 £ xian 952 iE zbu 22718
1t qising p231b 2 xido 498 & zd 24719
55 qiéng 1067  xin 70| FH zu 172
K qid 836 ¥ xing 981 {E zuo 452
# que p235b 75 xiu p233b A z00 553
L rio p240a F xu p236b 5 p216b'%
2 rén p227a W+ yalya 672

7> sha p230a % ya 674 8 strokes

Zb sha p269a = yan 57'% 0 ai p250a
il shan p262a M yan p236b £ an 230
- she 891 15 yé p264a # ba p229a
£} shen 23620 | & oy 924 % ba 305
# shen 807 oy p220b T bai p229a
7L shén p272b 1 yi p264a . bin 421
7 sheng 790 X yin/yin p271a i bin 423
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STROKE INDEX

11 bio
F bio
1 bao
M bei
% bei
7% ben/bén
% bi
27 bian
% bisio
% bo
% bo
i bu

% can/shén
M ce

M ce

¥ chai
£ chang
1% chang
4 chio
% chen
W chéng
7% chéng
1 chi
i chou
It chui
Hl a
¥ dan
1 dan
JE dan
F| dao
[ de/di
1% d¥

JE di

Hi diin
JE dian
% dido
Tl ding
iE ding
7 fa

V& fan
f5 fang
T fang
4k fei

294
p230b
288
p227a
777
p254b
p265D
752
154
p230b
p227b
p254b

620 197
1031
p229b
p229b
p23la
456
p215a
p230a
p250a
p216b
p239b
374 206
p227a
635
p229b
p266a
561
p255b
551
285
p266a
629
1001
364
p246b
p228a
547
645
p222a
506
512
742 205

e
J&
il
i
g
o
%
iR
it
i
i
173
it
1

iy
14
Uik
i

Ji

M
1
2
)
el
il

2

Pl

P
i
[
i
3R
=

[EoR

féi
fei
fei
fei
fen
fen
feng
fa
fi/fu
fu
fu
gai
gong/gong
gou
gou
gou
gu
gu
gl
gu
gua
guai
guai
guai
guan
gul
gui
guod
guo
he
hé
hé/huo/huo
/hi
ha
ha
hu
hua
hua
huan
hin
huo
huo
ji
jia

300

p237b
p230b
p245a
p256b
143
p230a
p223a
p248b
925
903
908
1012
390
p232a
p24la
p241b
315
p266b
p256b
319
p224b
p256b
p25la
685
532
889
p256b
155
690
p257a
652
785

987
p244b
p216b

280

427
p234a

865

196

976
p233b
p257b

pei=]

R
JA
73
f=i
F
5%
I

1H

St WP =

N

Ragtcdigui g BB s

m

=

=

i
s
ﬁ_}’
i
/2
1
78

oy
oK
i
k4
i

jia
jian
jian
jian
jian
jiang/xiang
jiao
jié
jié
jie
jin
Jjing
Jjing
Jjing
Jjing
juo
ju
juan
ka, ga
ke
kén
kong/kong
ku
kuang
kin
la
la
lan
lang
lei
i

i
lian
lian
lian
lin
16ng
1ong
1ong
la
Iu
lin
lué
ma

871
487
p244b
p247a
934
984
524
p258b
273
p251b

218209
395
567
710
p258b
754
p239a
p232b
873
614
1005
992
320
p236a
p259a
p251b
p216a
p24la
p251b
p246a
p219b
p259b
377
p259b
p215b
p226a
p259b
p259b
p259b
p267b
p215b
p248b
p260a
p220a



BN S N 5

W

i
s
iy
7
5]
i'e
=
]
W
7
/4
e
H
1
b
i

mai
mang
mang/méng
mao
mei
meng
mi
mido
miao
min
ming
ming
ming
mo
mo
mu
nai
nao
ne/ni
nian
ning
ou
pa
pa
pai
pao/pao
pei
péng
P
pin
ping

178
p260b
p260b
p260b

275
p272a
p228b
p240a
p233b
p239b*7

494
p268a

894
p268a
p260b
p268a
p268a

767

535

497
p260b
p272b

307

646
p222b

292
p26la

262
p252a

141

642
p268b
p227b
p230b
p223a
p233a

208

962

213
p231b
p261b

249 202
p261b
p269a

L1
L7

%

%

N

f
o

3

M BB NEE

jE
&
i
%
A
&
I
(5]

o OF SR 3

FMERISSEE

b
Py
i
Hr
gt
2

qu
ruan
ruo

sang/sang

shan
shan
shang
shao
she/shé
shén
sht
shi
shi
shi
shi

= shi

shi
shi
shi
shi
shou
shu
shu
shua
si

su
suo
tai
tai
tan
ta
tu
tud
wan
wang
wang
wéi
wei
wo
wi
wi
X1

xi
xian

301

476
p246b
p269a
p269a
p244b
p272b

478

831

428

809
p233a

858

918
p222b
p262a

429

888
1030
p222a
p269b

448
p244b
p229b
p238a
p262a
p240a

536

956
p222a
p270a
p215b
p244b
p262b

116

683
p270a
p234a

919
p270a
p244b
p220a
p23la

915

410

8 STROKES

%
F
#

2
%
JH
Jik
g
%
£
5
1]
i

s

7

iy

o

BB S S R o R R O

S mb =

P
7
b
B
ik
#
&
LN
fiE
pill

(53
41

7N\

i
i
#l

A

xian
xian
xiang
xidng
xié
xié
Xin
xing
xing
xing
xué
xdn
ya
yan
yan
yan
ye

y1

yi

yi
ying
yong
yong
you
ya
yu
yu
zé

zé
zé/zha
zhan
zhan
zhang
zhao
zhé
zhén
zhéng
zht
zht
zht
zhi
zhi
zhi
zhi

989
1003
914
p217b
349
p263a
p242a
71
336
882
335
p263b
p263b
757
p249b
p271a
608
p234b
173
492
356
p249a
p226b
p217b
653 210
368 204
p222a
p219a
p220b
p220b
362
718
p271b
p233b
182
p272a
604
345
352
998
403
957
1028
p265a



STROKE INDEX

JiT zhi
2% zhong
/8. zhong
it zhéng
J& zhou
H zhou
¥ zhu
3 zhn
% zhuin
E zhui
71X Zong
H i

pligss

-HIH-

9 strokes
® ai
% an
1 béi
7 bai
# bang
4% bing
il bao
fi bio
15 bei/bei
béng
bidn
bian/pian
FX biao
bing
bo
boé
can
cao
ce
cha
cha
cha/cha/chai
chang
chao
chéng
chi
2 Chli
7% chuan
% chiin

v I B In

I S e 3

s
=

5% [k

RSl gh

=

p234a
p237a
p255b
p238b
p222b
p265a
78
79
729
59 208
900
170
p227 a**

p253b
835
p254a
592
633
634
289
884
667
p254b
p22la
165
1049
p254b
p250b
p254b
p265b
p215a
p229b
1002
472
611
p250a
p230a
519
p226b
706
676
812

A

{1

Bt
=

cu
dai
dai
dan
dang
di
dian
dian
dong
dou
da
du
duan
dun
dud
é

fa
fei
feng
feng
fu
gang/gang
gang
gé
géi/ji
gong
gou
gu
gu
gua
guan/guan
gul
gui
ha
hai/ké
hai
hé
hé
he
hén
hén
hén
héng
hou

302

p245a
637
p228b
562
p249a
p234b
367
p266a
862
p256a
p235a
892
p218b
401
p256a
p215b
p266b
960
546
p256b
999
120
p266b
486212
220
p266b
p241b
p227 b
317
p219b
p25la
385216
163
p223a
333
332
500
p257a
p233a
52
p257a
p237a
391
849

i
g
7
2

3
&

1
s

2
Bt

ES

JE
1

Ju

ha
hua/hua
huang
huang
hut

hut
hidn/hun
huo

o

jia
jian
jian
jiang/jiang
jiang
jiao
jiao
jiao
jiao
jié/jié/jie
jie

ju

ju
jué/jiao
jué
kan
kan/kan
ke
ké/hai
ke

ka

kua
kuo
lan

lan

lao

lei

Ii

lia

lian
liang

711
789
p222b
p234b
p238a
p229a
p257b
748
1044
p225b
850
p217b
p245a
872
846
p258a
1034
1035
p224a
p242a
523
526
242
695
1017
p239a
649
p227b
p245a
161
p2l6a
333
433
321
p241b
p237b
p220b
p24la
p259a
792
147
415
p225a
735



9 STROKES

i lin p249a - shén 806 W wi p262b
M lin p267b £ shén/shén  p269a 5 wi p263a
E il p236b P sheng p242b B owi p224a
2 lud p267b 4 shéng 948 e xi 682
7% Iuo p262b Ik shéng p220a IR xia p270b
% ma p220a Jiti shi p245a Ik xia p242a
Fk mai p252a i shi p252b Ji xian 977
E mao 465 £ shi 41327 | [& xifn 848
¥ mao p247b & shi 1040 i xidn p232b
JE méi p268a Il shi p269b 7 xian p263a
% méi 157 /& shi 327*% | # xiang/xiang 368
# mi 127 I shi 1053 7 xiang p217b*5
) midn p268a % shi p224b M xiding 886
T mian 675 fili shi p252b # xiang 392
) miso p230a T shoéu 346 T xiang p228a
. mou p235b 7§ shut 746 H xiao/xue p270b
Wl nd/méi/ma  p224b % shui p269b ' xie p270b
M nai p238b & shuan p269b 5 xin 597
F ndn 665 Jlii shin p218b £ xing 1014
& nu 930 1 shud/shui 313 I xing p242a
¥ néng p221a S shud p262a & xia 947
B\ pa p261a IS 461 i xi p218b
IR pai 921 i% song 595 AL xin p246b
# pan p273b I song p262b H xuan p237a
¥ pan 137 i st 820 1% xuin 864
i pang p240a H osul 732 fiff yan 856
. pao 296 Pk tao 816 W yan/yan p253a
% pén 139 Fk tiao/tizo 815 ¥ yéang 704
$f pin 741 5 tie 366 7% yang p232a
il pin p234b I ting 841 5 yio 528
15 qia p268b J& ting p224a % yao 174
7 qian p252b & ting p224a 2 yao p216a
A qidn 569 %4 tong 973 # yaolyue p271a
4 qiao p261b 5t p224b I yi p245b
> qin/qing p267 B tui p219b & yin 44521
% qin p236b 2 wa p245a W yin p239b
4% qing p218a I wa/wa p245b it ying p243a
K qin 823 £ wa p245b I yolyo p264a
¢ ran p245a £ wai p253a 5 yong p235a
5¢ rdo p242a 5 wan p238a H yu 958
%% rao p242a J#, wei p270a R oy p264b
7% rong p22la B wei p235b Pt yuan 95
Z réu p261b [ wén 257 #% yuan p271b
M sa p249b E wa 515 1§ zan p224b

303



STROKE INDEX

5 zén 548 JE chéng
JF zha 453 W chi
% zhan 361 R chou
& zhao p272a fifi chii
¥ zhen p239a J& chiin
I zheéng 601 % el
% zhéng p265a ME cui
fg zhi p219b # cud
Bl zhong 151 Bt dan
Fl zhéng/zhong 725 % ding
chéng 4 dang
H zhong/chéng 323 £ dao/dido
i zhit p223b M di
% zhuan 730 i di
1B zhul p245a ¥ dido/tido
% o4 p235b %Z die
% o0 p235b #F dou/da
&L zOng 700 12 dou
H oz 168 B da
e zué 558 i dun
W oe
10 strokes o elwi
W a 108 il fan
# ai/ai p23la ¥ fén
W% ai/ai p23la I feng
% ai 449 ¥ féng
% an 836 I i
Z ba p227a it fia
¥t ban p228b i gin
% ban p226b = gao
F| bao p254b A ge
£ bei 845 JI& ge
# bei 1024 1% gé
% bi 115 it gén
£ biao 103220 | # geng
= bin p250a i gu
Ji§ bing 631 i guang
i bu p230b 7 hai
& bu 698 % hai
#% can p265b T hang
# cang p231b #E hao
25 chai p23la ¥ hé
& chang 458 1% heng/hng
X cheng/chen 874 % hou

304

p223a
p250a
p242b
p225b
855
p255a
p250b
p255b
p255b
716
p255b
552
p235a
p250b
p222b
p266a
192
p250b
p219b
p226b
p215b
p236b
p218b
134
p223b
p223b
p240b
904
228
99218
269
p250b
p235b
916
p266b
p221b
p25la
697
p215b
1042
p267a
p257a
p25la
574

=1

W SE S B SR

AN
=3

S o3 Fnl 3

ha

huan

huan
huang/huang
hui

huo

lian
liang/liang

p236b
1051
1052
p257b
p236a
p237b
p227b
p257b
p219a
503
p220a
p239a
p251b
935
p258a
1037
527
522
887
599
p237a
p232a
475
241
755
p239a
p232b
p251b
p251b
691
p241b
769
639
950
p251b
p24la
p251b
p24la
p22la
148
679
p216H*°
p249b
824



10 STROKES

5 liang p225a % shan p245b A xiao 525
B lido p216a 5% shao p216a J#) xiong p246a
Z1 lie p228b 4 shao p262a 5 xin p234a
% ling 373 4 she 238 M xinn p237b
% ling p259b W she p269a 5 ya p271a
B lid 829 i shéi/shui 60 fH yan 1057
i lia p222a A shi p262a #h yan p220a
i i 1043 7k shii p253a % yan p221b
& i p24la % shuai p269b % yan p226b
H mai p245b B song p262a #i yan p263b
b mi/bi p228b * su p245b Bt yang p243a
X midn p260b st p246a % ying p263b
I mo 939 i1 sin p236a £ yang 655
% na 593 % sud p245b fif yi p264a
XME nan/nan 488 R tan 758 WH oyl 1009
fiXi nio p232a J# tang 424 5 yi p234b
At néng 438 fi§ ting 481 i yoéng p264a
IR nigng p222a Z tang p215a 3R oya p271a
£ nie p268b B tdo p270a il yu 776
"k 6/ p26la £ tao p246a % yu p271b
I pan p240b ¥ ote 703 % yuan p271b
5% pang 875 JX téng p224b Ji yuan 443
1 péo 291 B tie 954 yuan 826
B péi p230b H tong 802 7 yue p248b
B pei p238b 7% tou p234a it yue p264b
W pi p227b % ta p233a % yiin/yin p271b
Jii ping 740 # th p247b fii za p264b
% po p218b 7€ ta p270a H, zai p265b
i pou p26la R wa p225b 7% zii/zai p265b
© qi 557 T wén p270a if zang/zang  p223b
i qian 125 . win p270a i zao 743
£ qidn 212 B wén p270b % zhii 455
7 qido p224a % weng p270b i zhai p219a
14 qidio/qido  p252b & wi p245b i zhin 895
i qing p261b B oxi 794 7% zhin p265a
i qing 250 5 x1 p249b v4 zhan 359
% qudn p232b Ji# xi p249b ik zhing/zhang p248a
it que p237a 2 xia 1007 ¥ zhé p253b
#ore 764 ff xian p263a W zhe p272b
75 réng 490 4 xiao 1027 H zhen 404
% ri p269a W xidao p263a % zheén 853
5 rud p233a I xido p216a Jit zhéng/zhéng 606
I rin p269a % xiao 66 {H zhi 405
i shai p249b 2 xido/jiao 521 0 zhi p228a
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STROKE INDEX

%

3
i

A
73
£

il
s
HE
ifE
=

e
it
B
é{é

zhi
zhong
zhou
zhii
zhii
zhu
zhu
zhuang
zhiin
zhuo
zhuo
za
zuan/zuan
Zuo

11 strokes

oK
b33
i
15

3
Ariﬁ.

%

bén
bo

bo

cai

cai

cai
can
can
chin
chang
chang
chang
chén
chi/shi
choéng
chuan
cou
ca
cuo
dai/dai
dai
dan/tan
dan
dan
dao
déi/dé/de
di
dian

p237b
p265a
p272a
p237b
p272a
p235a
p246a
p272a
720
207
p246a
169
365
554

p23la
p254b
p250a
p229a
621
622
p254b
p265b
p254b
483
p255a
457
852
p255a
p250a
539
p266a
171
p250b
p255b
783
p236b
p216b
759
p232a
388
577
p256a

15
]
]
HE
M
¥
#k
i
l
e
1/
i
5
{

15t

h B & 55 B O Ay B O 35

=

5
{4

*ﬁ s
{‘Jﬁ e

i
H
JiEh
%
i
g

R

¥
B

&)
J3
f

diao
du
duan
dut
fei
fa
fa
fu
fu
gai
gan
ge
gou
guin
guan
han
hao
hé
hén
huan
huang
hin
hin/huin
ji

......

jiao/jiao
jido

jie

jié

Jjing
jing

N

jiu

306

p227a
189
p219a
p235b
p225b
906
p256b
p226a
p221b
p248a
737
p256b
382
533
p218a
p257a
p246a
p25la
p257a
p255b
699
866
p237a
p218a
1045
p219a
p257b
1015
572
p216a
980
p233a
499
p225a
784
p258b
p229a
p232b
838
756
p238b
p247b
p223a
p251b

i
JEE
2
B
o
il
i

H
S

g

IFRFEETRRAREN

R

X

wk

fl
i
i
i
I

=]

L

=

& W JH =

la/la
lang
lei/leéi
Ii

i

Ii

lian
liang
liang
lido

lie

lin
ling
16ng
lu

lii

1
lii/shuai
lae
lae
lué
lué
ma
mao
méi
méng
meéng
mi/mi
mi

mi
mido
min
moéu
nin

ou

pai
pan
péi
péng
pi
pian
piao

qr

p219a
p259a
49
p247a
146
p246a
680
p237b
417
p252a
p259b
p267b
372
p259b
p217a**
p260a
p215b
p242b
p237a
p260a
p252a
p260a
p226a**
p240a
p268a
p268a
p233a
130
128
p228b
p240a
p260b
p236a
88
p268b
p222b
p234a
p26la
p223b
p226b
p22la
1046
p227b
p252b



11, 12 STROKES

55 qf p225b % xiang 733 ¥  bang p223b
& qing 252 16 xido p263a A pei p222b
1% qing 251 2 xié p246b E  bei p222b
Bk qid p216a Ml xie p242a E bl p231b
B qd p252b JE xi p246b % bian p22la
Z qu p269a 2% xu 188 i bian p22la
quan/juan/  p232b 4 xu p219a H bé p230b

juan JiE xudn p245a Ho cai p265b
i shang 713 E: xudn p263a Hoce p229b
I shé p246b % xué p215a céng/zeng 439
X shen p223b fE ya p263b i cha p231b
i shén 808 # yan p263b #  chao p233b
4i shéng p239b iR yian p219b i chao/zhdao p227a
% shéng/chéng p269a 5 yan p263b &  chén p239a
% shou p246a % yéo p264a F  chéng p247b
4 shou p269b 1 yé p228a B chid p248b
£ shou p269b T ye p246a i chudn p240b
i shi p246b ¥ yi p239b % chuang p226b
. shi p217b i yin 1064 % cuan p255b
5 st/xiti p224b #H yin p223a £  cuo p255b
e sui 843 & yin p240a ¥ da p240b
 tan p224a 2 ying p264a % da/da 975
i tang 723 H ying p221b B dao 347
5 tao p253a & you p253b % deng 798
% tho p262b 1 yi p264a % déng 582
Bt p240b B oyn p271a odi p266a
% 6 p262b BR yue p253b 25 dian p256a
75 tian p229a i zhan/nian 360 L die p247b
T tian p247a % zhin p265a i dong 324
5 ting 842 7% zhang p218a  du p247a
fi téng 861 % zhdo/zhe/  586-88 % duiin 659
1 tong p246b zhué I ¢ p215b
fir tou 1060 i zheng p248a 7 fan p256a
e tur 974 B zhi p234a 5t fen p240b
it tud p225a 3% zha 184 # fen p266b
M win 565 # zhu 186 & fa p221b
% wang 779 2% zong p253b i fa 726
4t wéi p235b % 26 p222b P gai p256b
H wei p235b i zuo p224a i ging 393
& xi p253a & ge p247a
i x1 p270a 12 strokes 8 gelgé p250b
% xi p263a a0 p231b b%  gé p247b
K xian p242a B a0 p254a 5 gé/gé p272a
Jfi xiang p263a % bang 876 = gl 322
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STROKE INDEX

JE gu p266b 3 midn p247a % ota p240b
2 gin p237a & pai p232a T tin p240b
i guo p25la # pio 287 # ti/dt 1004
J€ han p225a 5% péi p230b B 896
U& hin 978 M5t pen p240b T téng 149
15 he/he 501 M péng p26la fal tong 863
hei 35722 | i pi p252a Jii tong p216a
I héu p241b B pian p22la £ wa p245b
1% héu p241b # pa p26la M wei p225b
15 ha 712 % pu 800 i wen 1011
W hua p247b i puw/pa 531 17 wo p225a
f hua p247b W q 963 B x1 p23la
2% huin p218b e qr 965 i x1 p270a
i huang p222b o qi 966 = oxi 243
¥ hut p25la i qian p26la 7% xian p253a
& ji p216a % qiang p268b W xie 239
B jian p226a i giang/qiding p232a I xiéng p247a
P& jian p258a jiang B xit p234a
£ jiao p226a A qido/giaoe  p261b i xdn p263b
il jiao p258a EE qin p268b & yan p263b
i jido p258a I qing 253 7% yao p238a
i jie 545 i que p219a i yi p271a
# jie p258a # qin p252b i yi 209
fi jin p267a SX ran 686 f# ying p247a
it jing 396 £ oré p252b if yéu p222a
i jing 1061 # réu p261b i ya p225a
ik jin p258b B orui p248b i oyn p219b
B jin 397 B san p219a % yu p264b
R ke 692 5% sao p262a oy p264b
¥ ké p222a 1 sio p243a oy p271b
¥E ki p248b #F sen p245a 1% yudn p218b
X kuin p239b ¥ shan p247a % yuan p271b
£ Kuang p267b 7 shing 485 B yue 736
PR kui p259a T shao p242a ¥ zan 719
fH kuo p249a J shéng p223a % zdo p264b
1A 259 ¥ shi p232b zéng/céng 439
% leng p259a B shi p220b ¥ zha p271b
I lian p218a & sha p219a % zhiing 484
it liang/liang 844 & shi 187 T zhi 406
%4 lie p228b JE& shit 1038 Vi zhi 409
# lou p260a i shui 312 2 zhi 1023
% lou p260a Wrost p238a 5% zhou p272a
7% luoNlaflao  p2i8a # sou p243a # zhu 185
1 mao 466 B sud p269b 5 zhl/zha p253b
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N 3
tt J]

L

zhu
zhuang
i

zui
zun

13 strokes

125
15
i
1%
1
2
L

A
7=

fi
33
i
i
8t

—
=

AR
(=

o
Lt
t
i
e
i
B
i
B
i
2

B

zﬁ

73
p
i
%

ai
ai
an
bai
ban
bei
chou
chou
chi
chu
ci
cul
cuo
dian
dié
da
duo
feng
féng
fu
fu
gai
gan
ga0
gén
gl
gui
glin
huang
hui
hin
jia
jian
jian
jian
jian

p272a
p218a
p247b
479
p238b

84
p254a
p229a
p227a
p226b
p231b
p255b
p248a

828
p250b
p255a
p248a

650
p256a
p247b
p256a
p243b
p223b
p223b
p221b
p256b
p225b

979

100

248
p236a**
p25la
p248a
p257b
p267a
p267a
p257b
p241b

572

859

936
p258a

G

it
i

A

N
/i

TEFHER

i

%3
ot

=

\zl IA

A E

A>

L4

W B8 O

iH
122
W
Hit

EN

o= I Bt S ok SRE B

HERTIME

¥

jiang
jié
jin
jin/jm
Jjing
jiu
ka
kua
kuai
kuo
lai
lan
lan
1éi
liang
liang
ling
ling
lia
16u
lu
lué
main
méi
méng/méng
méng
méng
mo
mo
mo
mi
mi
n/m/m/ng/
ng/ng
nuan
péng
peng
pi
gian
qin
quin
rong
sai
sang

309

1036
997
p258b
p247b
254
p267a
p258b
p241b
p248a
p259a
p2l7a
p220b
p220b
803
p236a
p237b
375
370
p267b
513
630
p260a
995
p235b
p268a

p268a
941
943
942
945
946

p226b

p218b
p26la
p221b
p233b
p221b
p268b
p234a
p26la
p269a
p252b

12,13 STROKES

52 shi

# she

1 shen

i sha

Z shu

FL shi

%7 shu

At shui
s

it sui

IZ sud

5y ta

W tan
 tan

5 téng/teng
. tidn

Bk tiao

R tul

i wan

W wei

Z wu

B x1

18 xi

B xian
ik xian
1 xidng
& xiang
xi€e
Xin
yao

2

yao

—
HMEHE

=

i
<
=
f--N
=

p252b
p262a
p242b
p220a
190
p217a**
681
636
p253a
p232a
p262b
p262b
p262b
p270a
p233a
p242b
814
p219b
p220a
p242b
p253a
p270b
p270b
p239a
p238b
387
734
p248a
467
p248a
p238a
p238b
446
p264b
p225a
p237b
p264b
p265a
985
p271b
p272a
407
p265a
p272a



STROKE INDEX

14
K&
1%
55
s
[
P4
ik
fiE
®
i

iy

<hr
W

it R b 28 T 5

12
i
5t
%‘;’
i
B

strokes
ao

bing
bing

bi

b6

cha

ci

cul

deng

di

duan
duan

fu

gio

gé

gua

guin

guo

hao
jian
jié
jié
jing
Jing
Jing
ju
ke
ku

N

la
l1a

Ii

liao
lou
ma
man
man
man
mao
mi
mie
mo/mu

N

mu

p254a
877
878
p231b%°
p250a
1063
p227a
p266a
p266a
p235a
p240b
p225b
907
105
430
p266b
832
p257a
p266b
p258a
p258b
p265D
927
1067
p232b
p267a
p249a
p258b
p259a
p267b
p250a
p259b
p248a
p226a
p252a
584
p260a
p252a
p228b
p260b
940
944

B
i
i
it
Ik
Hi
Bl
%
i

$

N

=S

fa

R

15
5t
g
i
]
e
It

nen
piao/piao
qi

qi
gian
qidng
qiao
sai
shou
shuai
sou
suan
suan
suo
wén
wi
xian/xian
xiéng
xa

xa
yan
yi
ying
yong
yuan
zao
zhai
zhé
zhuan

15 strokes

i
P
i
B
i
i
i
I
B
&
i

i

bang
bao
bo
cadi
chéo
che
chéng
cong
cli
dao
dé
dong
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p268a
1047
p268b
964
p239a
937
102
p225b
p243a
p243a
334
p225a
626
p224b
p239b
p221b
p249a
p253a
1059
p263a
p223a
p239b
p239b
p264a
444
p243a
p235a
p272a
p239a

879
p254a
p220b
623
p227a
p242b
p255a
493
p248b
p249a
1055
325

+H
&

W

q
&

%

!
[

2

é
ga0
hi/hi/hu
ha
hui
jia
jian
jiang
jiao
kao
I
man
méi
mo
mo
mo

0
pian
piao
qu
sa/sa
shi
shii/shéu
ST
sou
ta/ta
tang
tang
t1

ti
wei
xia
xiang
xié

p266a
103
p25la
p257a
p257b
p241b
571
p258a
p226a
932
p259b
p260a
p260b
p226b
p226a
p240a
p260b
p22la
1048
p217a
p242b
p246b
p217b
p238a
p243a
p269b
479
480
p225b
822
p248b
p270b
p242a
1054
1056
p264a
910
p264b
p219b
854
p242b
p265b



15-23 STROKES

# zhuang p248b J péng p26la 18 strokes
i zhuang/ p265b @ qi p218a B fan p220b
chuing X ran p249a
1% zui p232a it tang 425 19 strokes
& zun p238b B ti p233a ¥ ban p254a
M xing p232a 1% bao p254a
16 strokes # yan/yan p263b | Wi chan 254D
BE bi p233b B yao p253b % deng p256a
B bi p233b ¥ zan p233a # diin 250D
#F bian p254a # zd0 p224a 3 jiang 2584
i bé/bdo p230b I zéeng p271b % jing 1062
% can p250a # zhéng 602 % pan p261a
# cao p224a I zui p225b
HE diao p256a 20 strokes
e dié p256a 17 strokes W guan p234b
ke gao p249a i ai p253b Wi p257b
& han p257a 5% ca p225b B i p233b
e hei p251a i dai 471 W ring/rang  p252b
% héng p257a 5 dio p255b B ring p261b
W p249a i deéng p256a # yao p264a
iy jing p258b % fan p227b B 730 p224b
5% jing p232b it qigo p226a
i ja p226a % shuang p242b 21 strokes
% 14n p220b Wi ying p226b 7 chiin p255a
i 1an p217a jil zang/cang  p230a % I p249b
% 1éng p260a 4 zao p243a
2K mo p252a 1 zao p224b 23 strokes
% ning Pp260b ¥ zhou p263a i guan p234b
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The Chart of Traditional Radicals

This chart gives the number of each traditional radical, its independent form, its English
name, and the location in the text of its independent form (the first reference number)
and any alternate or combining forms treated separately (the second reference number).
Numbers in roman type refer to radicals included in the first character group of 1,067
basic characters. Page numbers in italic type refer to radicals in the second character
group (pp. 215-273); a means “left column,” b means “right column” on the pages. A
dash (-) means that the radical is not represented as a separate item in this edition. A
chart of “modern radicals,” based on the 5 #, appears as the front endpapers.

—1-— 31. O surround 9 64. F hand 27,28
1. — onel 32. + earth34 65. % branch 351
2. | downl3 33. 4+ knight35 66. % knock 316
3. dot 73 34. A follow 431 67. X pattern 215
4. )  left2 35. & slow 431 68. -  peck 765
5. ¢ twist 15 36. % dusk 158 69. T axe342
6. | hook-— 37. X big6l 70. F  square 505
38. 4 woman3 71. & lack 69
—2 — 39. F child 44 72. H sun 179
7. = two5 40. roof 40 73. B say 110
8. — 1id33 41. < thumb 237 74. A moon 104
9. A man4,l14 42. v small 37 75. K tree 80
10. )L legs 67 43, AL lame 68 76. X yawn 244
11. X enter 204 44. P corpse 440 77. 1E  toe 246
12. )\ ecight 124 45. 4 sprout 580 78. % chip 408
13. T] Dborders 8 46. L1 mountain 118 79. % club234
14. " crown 36 47. ) river p.216b 80. # don’t265
15. 7 ice 657 48. T work 566 81. t  compare 660
16. JL table 541 49. T self297 82. % furll4
17. 1 bowl 579 50. T cloth 464 83. K. clan276
18. 77 knife 131 51. -F shield 223 84. &, breath 64
19. #  strength 11 52. % coil 47 85. JK  water 473,77
20. 7 wrap 283 53. J° lean-to 363 86. kK fire 295,54
21. t ladle 41 54. %_  march 933 87. JN  claws 306, 447
22. [ basket 197 55. s+ clasp 193 88. A  father 264
23. [ box-— 56. X, dart29 89. X crisscross —
24. + ten7 57. 3  bow?270 90. A4 bed 1033
25. I divine 159 58. = pig’sheadp.215b | 91. K  slice 422
26. [ seal 112 59. %  streaks 909 92. 4  tooth 671
27. ] slope 229 60. £  step 50 93. 4 cow 340
28. 4 cocoon 46 94. K dog 183
29. X right hand 101 —4—
61. & heart 19,87 —5—
-3 - 62. X lance 30 95. % dark -
30. v mouth53 63. F  door 504 96. E jade 74




97.

98.

99.
100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
I11.
112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.

118.
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.
127.
128.
129.
130.
131.

132.
133.
134.
135.
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.
141.

RARTANRSDEED R YA EIFEEP
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melon p. 243b
tile 739
sweet 195
birth 329
use 529
field 10
bolt 236
sick 605
back 796
white 282
skin 747
dish 138
eye 129
spear p. 226a
arrow 82
rock 749
sign 899
track —
grain 81
cave 454
stand 144

— 6 —
bamboo 65
rice 126
silk 48
crock p. 234b
net 175
sheep 156
wings 869
old 181
beard 986
plow p. 217a
ear 256
brush 109
meat 1013
bureaucrat
p.216b
small nose 619
reach 514
mortar 281
tongue 426
discord —
boat 583
stubborn 51
color 993
grass —
tiger 712

142.
143.
144.
145.
146.

147.
148.
149.
150.
151.
152.
153.
154.
155.
156.
157.
158.
159.
160.
161.
162.
163.
164.
165.
166.

167.
168.
169.
170.
171.
172.
173.
174.
175.

176.
177.
178.
179.
180.
181.
182.
183.
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bug 731

blood 1010

go 543

gown 152, 166
cover 162

—7—
see 266
horn 996
words 57
valley 489
flask 797
pig 502
snake p. 216b
cowrie 140
red p. 216b
walk 227
foot 247
torso 236
car416
bitter 70
early 851
halt —
city —
wine 474
sift 620
village 145

—8—
gold 218
long 278
gate 25
mound p. 227a
grab —
dove 59
rain 368
green 249
wrong 742

—9 _
face 675
hide 486
walk off 967
leeks —
tone 445
head 371
wind 819
fly 540

184.
185.
186.

187.
188.
189.
190.
191.
192.
193.
194.

195.
196.
197.
198.
199.
200.

201.
202.
203.
204.

205.
206.
207.
208.

209.
210.

211.

212.
213.

214.

5% 30 (B T & 3

P EE e

Sk 38 b e
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3 o

B

food 413, 293
chief 346
scent p. 217b

—10 —

horse 55

bone p. 227b

tall 99

hair 1032

fight 765

mixed wine —
cauldron p. 216b
ghost 385

— 11 —

fish 653

bird p. 215a
salt —

deer p.217a
wheat p. 246b
hemp p. 226a

—12 —

yellow 699
millet —
black 357
embroider —

— 13—

toad p. 239b
tripod —

drum p. 236a
mouse p. 217b

— 14 —

big nose p. 231b
line-up p. 217b

—15 —

teeth 374

— 16 —

dragon p. 241a
tortoise —

—17 —

flute —
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For more than three decades, students and teachers of Chinese

have used this guide as a standard. Why? Because via cleverly-con-
densed grids, it places at your fingertips the most essential 1,725 characters’
up-to-date definitions, derivations, pronunciations, and examples of correct
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These characters are the ones officially prescribed by the Chinese government
for the internationally recognized test of proficiency in Chinese, the Hanyu
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